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Toys are not merely playthings to amuse children.  They play an important role in advancing a child's social, emotional, physical, and intellectual development.  The mark of a good toy is its ability to stimulate the imagination, skill, and curiosity of children.  The Public Action Coalition on Toys suggests that parents consider the following questions before buying a toy:

1.  Is this toy safe for my child?

2.  Is this toy appropriate for my child's age, interests, and ability?

3.  Does the toy open up or restrict my child?

4.  Am I buying the toy because of advertising promotion or because it is cute?

5.  Is the toy truly educational?

6.  Does the toy promote parent-child interaction?

7.  Is the toy too expensive?

