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Psychology 100:  Introduction to Psychology

Fall 2003 Semester

Section C1  10:00 – 10:50 MWF

Section D1  11:00 – 11:50 MWF

Section E1  12:00 – 12:50 MWF

Instructor:  

Chris Armstrong, MHRIR
Office:

36 Psychology Building

Office Phone:

333-8875

Office Hours:

Mon 3:00-4:00 pm, Wed 9:00-10:00 am and 1:00-2:00 pm, or by appointment
E-mail:


cmarmstr@uiuc.edu

My Website:

www.geocities.com/psy100boy
Various What-Have-You’s

Course Policies

· Psychology 100 does not meet the Comp II credit requirement

· You may only attend the lecture section you are registered for – no exceptions!

· There are no pluses or minuses in the Psych 100 grading scale

· There are no make-ups on quizzes

· There is no extra credit in Psych 100

Books You Need and Why

· Psychology textbook, 6th edition – you WILL need to read/skim/get examples from this book!

· Study Guide for the 6th edition textbook – contains practice quizzes, learning objectives, outlines, etc!

· Course and Study Guide (spiral bound) – subject pool guidelines, study resources, etc!

· Succeed in College – learn at least one new technique to study or take quizzes and become a better student!

The Stuff of the Course
Lecture Schedule.  I will be teaching some of the chapters in a different order than what is presented in the spiral bound Course and Study Guide.  However, we will still cover the same material.  Please see my revised daily class schedule and calendar at the end of the syllabus.
Lecture Notes.  As a way of organizing your notes for this course, I have created lecture note outlines for each chapter.  I strongly encourage you to use the lecture notes to stay organized, but I do not require it.  These lecture notes are available either (1) on my website or (2) as a printed course packet, available soon!  Price and location to be announced in class.

Quizzes.  Quizzes are usually given at the beginning of class, but there may be exceptions.  Scheduled quiz dates are tentative and may change because of unforeseen events.  You will receive advanced notice of such changes.  There are no quiz make-ups, no excuses, no extenuating circumstances, no way. This is a course policy, not a personal one.  There will be 9 quizzes, and the 4 lowest quiz scores will be dropped.  Thus, you will only be evaluated on 5 quizzes (15 points each).

Applied Concepts Journal.  Exam items in this course are application-based questions that require you to understand terms and concepts beyond their mere definitions.  As a means of studying and applying unfamiliar terms, you will be required to create 2 examples from 16 chapters in the text.  These examples will make chapter concepts more meaningful to you AND provide a study aid for the exams.  You will be graded on 12 chapters – 1 point per chapter.  The due dates are on the syllabus calendar.  Journals must be turned in during class.  Late journals will not be accepted, unless you have extenuating circumstances that you have cleared with me in advance.  

Assignments.  There will be several assignments due during the semester.  These assignments will allow you to explore concepts of psychology in more depth and hopefully have some fun!  Check the syllabus calendar for the due dates of each assignment.  The first assignment will be handed out on the first day of class and is worth 3 points.  All other assignments are worth 5 points.  You may complete any number of assignments to reach the total of 13 points.  Assignments must be turned in during class.  Late assignments will not be accepted, unless you have extenuating circumstances that you have cleared with me in advance.

Subject Pool.  Six hours of subject pool are required for this course.  The specific guidelines are detailed in the spiral bound Course and Study Guide, pages 4-11.  You are required to register for subject pool within 3 weeks of the beginning of the semester (i.e., Friday, Sept. 12 @ 5 p.m.).  You will be responsible for scheduling your own experiment times during the semester.  The first day of experiments will be announced in class.  The last day of experiments will be December 5.  I STRONGLY URGE you to complete your experiments early in the semester, instead of fretting at the end when other projects, papers, and exams are due!

** Note:  On page 11 of the Course and Study Guide, please disregard numbers 2 and 3 under the Responsibilities heading.  This is obsolete information that no longer applies.  Sorry for the error!

Midterm Exam.  The midterm exam will be held on Monday, October 13 @ 7-9 p.m. in Lincoln Hall Theatre.  It will consist of 80 multiple-choice questions over the first 8 chapters covered in the course.

Final Exam.  The final exam date will be announced in class as soon as I am informed.  It will consist of 100 multiple-choice questions from the 10 chapters following the midterm (i.e., it is not cumulative).

Grading.  There are no pluses or minuses in Psychology 100.  The grade cut-offs for this course are determined by the top 10% of students in my three sections, and not on a straight 90-80-70-60 scale.  I’ll explain the process in more detail as the semester progresses.

	
	Possible Pts.

	
	

	1.  Midterm Exam
	80

	2.  Final Exam
	100

	3.  Subject Pool Experiments
	20

	
	

	4.  Quizzes
	75

	5.  Assignments
	13

	6.  Applied Concepts Journal
	12

	
	

	Total
	  =    300


Extra Credit.  There are no extra credit opportunities for this class.  This is a course policy, not a personal one.

My Website and E-mail News.  I have created a website as a resource for you to obtain lecture notes, assignments, links to important websites, and other valuable information.  You will be frequently updated about class-related news, additional examples, etc. via e-mails, so be sure to check your e-mail regularly.  I suggest that you use your campus e-mail account because you will need to use it for subject pool.
These Are Me Thinks
I enjoy teaching, and I am not the greatest teacher.  I do not know everything there is to know about Psychology because there is so much out there.  But I know things; some very well and others only lightly.  If I cannot answer a question in class, I will not lie to sound smart; rather, I make an explicit promise to consult experts and report back to you as a class.  I also expect to learn from you because each of you has a unique perspective, and I strongly encourage you to share your novelty during class.  Class should be both informative and fun!  I will strive to make things enjoyable, but I’ll need a helping hand from my live studio audience!  With that in mind, let’s get psychological!

One final thought - Let’s all respect each other and our diverse opinions!
