Behavioral Genetics Appendix

Pages A-1 to A-9

Genetics refers to the biology of inheritance.  Genes are biochemical units of heredity that govern development of an individual.  Genes are composed of DNA strands.  Chromosomes are long, thin structures that are composed of thousands of genes.  Almost all cells in the body are composed of 46 chromosomes.  

1. What is the difference between dominant and recessive traits?

2. Describe the difference between phenotype and genotype.

3. Heritability is a measure of the extent that genetics explains the differences among people.  What is another influence on individual differences?  What kind of factors are of import when studying members of the same family?

4. Describe the three roles of genetic factors as explained in bold text on page A-5.

