Assignment 5
Chapter 14 - Personality Test

Due Friday, November 21, 2003
 (5 points)

Assignment
In Chapter 14 – Personality, we discuss the different types of personality theories and how personality can be assessed.  To explore assessment in more detail, I would like you to complete a personality test that is based on the Big 5 Trait Theory.  To complete this 120-item test, you need to visit:

http://cac.psu.edu/~j5j/test/ipipneo120.htm
If you have trouble typing the address, go to my website (www.geocities.com/psy100boy) and use the link provided in the Important Links section at the bottom of the homepage.

The assessment is a short form for a much longer and comprehensive test.  PLEASE READ all the information on the site before completing the test.  Make sure you understand the instructions before completing the test.  After you complete all 120 items, you will receive feedback about your results from each of the 5 trait dimensions and the sub-traits that comprise those dimensions.  Make sure you read the section about how to interpret the results!
After you analyze your feedback, answer the following questions as thoroughly as possible.

1. Tell me about the results you felt were very accurate.  Which of the 5 dimensions (or sub-traits) seemed to represent you with absolute clarity?  Do you think these are your stronger or more pronounced traits?
2. Tell me about the results you felt were dead wrong.  Which of the 5 dimensions (or sub-traits) seemed to not represent you at all?  Do you think these are your less pronounced traits?
3. Tell me about the results you felt were partially correct.  Which of the 5 dimensions (or sub-traits) felt like reading your horoscope (i.e., hit or miss)?  Were the majority of your results somewhat accurate or only describe your personality some of the time?

4. Why do you think some of your information was partially correct?  Completely wrong?  What other factors could have affected the results?  Did you answer as honestly as possible?  Were there noise distractions while taking the test?  Think of external and internal influences.

5. Have a close friend, roommate, or relative (i.e., someone who knows you well) read your results.  Ask them what traits they think are accurate or not.  How closely did your interpretation and theirs coincide?  Could this indicate an actor-observer bias?  What other explanations are there?

Assessment

Each question is worth 1 point.  For full credit, be sure to type your responses and be as thorough as possible.

Ghost points:

If you do not type your responses, you will not receive full credit.

