Assignment 4
Chapter 18 - Social Norms

Due October 29, 2003
 (5 points)

Assignment
In Chapter 18 – Social Influences and Chapter 15 – Psychological Disorders, we discuss social norms and their effect on individuals operating in society.  To explore this phenomenon firsthand, I want you to violate a social norm and observe the reactions of others around you while gauging your own reactions.  Notice the difficulty that you might encounter when behaving against a social norm.  It is VERY important that you do NOT engage in criminal activities or anything that could potentially harm yourself or others!  Chris will not come bail you out of jail OR vouch for the scientific nature of your illegal behavior!  So don’t do dumb stuff.
What are some violations students have done in the past?

· Anything involving personal space.  Think about how our personal space changes as more people fill an area.  Consider the environment and the social expectations they create (e.g., bus, elevator, tables in the dorm cafeteria, etc.).

· One student checked out 5 books from the library, hit himself on the head with each one, and handed them back to the librarian.  He thanked her and left.

· A male student rode his bike around campus while wearing a huge wig and a dress.

· A female student wore a spiked collar and pink feather boa and had a male friend lead her around Chicago with a leash.

These are only examples.  Try to be creative and come up with a different violation.  After you have completed your task, explore the following questions.  Please be as thorough as possible.

1. Describe the behavior you engaged in.  Include the location and audience in your response.

2. Explain why you picked that particular social norm to violate.  What intrigued you about it?  Why would you want to violate the norm?

3. Describe how other people reacted to your behavior.  If the reactions varied across people, why do you think that happened?

4. Describe how you felt violating the norm (i.e., Was it difficult for you?  Easy?)

5. What did you learn from this assignment?  How will it affect your future social behavior?

Assessment
Each question is worth 1 point.  For full credit, be sure to type your responses and be as thorough as possible.
Ghost points:

If you do not type your responses, you will not receive full credit.
