Assignment 3
Chapter 12 – Gender Schemas

Due Wednesday, September 24, 2003
(5 points)
Assignment
We explore the topic of gender schemas, roles, and stereotypes in Chapter 12 – Human Development.  Now I ask you to go a step further and do your own investigation.  I want you to select a children’s books that displays some aspect of gender schemas or stereotypes for boys and/or girls.

You can go to a bookstore in town (i.e., Borders, Pages For All Ages, Barnes & Noble), but you will need to reference the books, so unless you intend to buy them, I suggest you check them out of a library.  The best selection of children’s books can be found in the School Collection of the Education and Social Sciences Library (part of the Main Library).  You can try a public library as well.

After reading the book, please type responses to the following questions:
1. First, tell me the book title and copyright date.  Then, I want you to describe the book in some detail – What is the story about?  Who are the characters?  What are they doing?

2. What are some of the gender schemas/stereotypes you found?  Are they obvious or subtle?  Are they different for boys and girls?  Do all the boys or all the girls exhibit the same stereotypes?
3. What do you think is the intent of the book (e.g., education, entertainment, persuasion)?  Do you think the gender stereotypes are intended or not?  How did the author make an effort to include or not include gender stereotypes?  Do you think the inclusion of stereotypes was intentional or unintentional and why do you think that?  If stereotypes are excluded, how did the author handle that?
4. What was your reaction to what you found?  Shocked?  Saddened?  Not surprised?  Did you notice other kinds of stereotypes – what were they and how did they affect your perception of the book?  Explore your thoughts and emotions in some detail.
5. Do you think gender stereotypes have changed in current books?  If yes, how has it changed and what do you think has influenced that change?  If no, why do you think the stereotypes and schemas still exist?

Assessment
Each question is worth 1 point.  For full credit, be sure to type your responses and be as thorough as possible.  Make sure that you provide a book reference at the end of the paper.  I am not concerned about proper APA or MLA format, but I want you to provide the author, date of publication, title, and publisher in a formatted manner.

Ghost points:

If you do not type your responses, you will not receive full credit.
If you do not provide a reference, you will not receive full credit.

