Assignment 2

Chapter 2 – Current Research

Due Friday, September 12, 2003

(5 points)

Assignment

We explore the nature of psychological study, empiricism, and statistics in Chapter 2 – Research in Psychology.  Now I would like for you to do your own digging.  It is time for you to demonstrate what you know about research.

Scan a local newspaper (e.g., Daily Illini, Chicago Tribune, News Gazette) or news-related internet website (e.g., cnn.com, abcnews.com, fark.com) for an article on a recent scientific study.  I prefer that you find an article related to psychology, but if you are having trouble, another field of study will suffice.  Attach the newspaper clipping or a printed version of the article to your paper.   For your paper, type a response to the following questions:  

1. Explain the study you have selected.  Do the reports describe experiments or correlational studies?

2. What statistics are reported?  What stats are not?  Does the omission leave any questions or suspicion in the reader’s mind?

3. What could be an alternative explanation of the results?  Does the article suggest other explanations?  What others can you think of?
4. What else should the reports include?  What valuable information seems to be missing?  Do these omissions affect the credibility of the article or the research being conducted?
5. Make suggestions for follow-up studies.  What does the article suggest?  How would you design a follow-up study?
Assessment

Each question is worth 1 point.  For full credit, be sure to type your responses and be as thorough as possible.  Make sure that you provide a book or website reference at the end of the paper.  I am not concerned about proper APA or MLA format.  For a book or magazine, please provide the author, date of publication, title of article, magazine or book title, volume (if any), and publisher.  If you are using a website article, please provide the website name, company or organization who owns/operates the site, title of article, author (if provided), date site was visited, and the website address.

Ghost points:

If you do not type your responses, you will not receive full credit.

If you do not provide a reference, you will not receive full credit.
