Dear Loved One,

I love you and have been thinking about you and praying for you this past evening a lot.  There have been several times (both now and in the past) where my mind raced on with worry and concern and I’ve had to stop and remember that you are in the arms of Jesus, and that all my worrying and fretting does no one any good and that I need to pray for you and trust in the Lord for your safety and well being.  I also know and have been thinking about a number of folks I know who are in tough situations.

I know you are going through difficult times right now…times where either you yourself are struggling, and/or you see loved ones around you that are struggling, with burdens that are heavy and hard to bear.  I thought a lot about what I could do to help…how could I help bring you joy and peace…especially when I myself was sad ( and worrying and fretting…I thought about that a lot…and I only came up with one thing for right now…and that is to give you the only true help that will last…the only help that will bring lasting joy and peace…God’s word…and just thinking about giving you God’s word made me happy (.  So…here we go…

I have some good news and some bad news.  I’m going to start with the bad news and then move onto the good news.

The Bad News:

· This is not the last storm you will ever face in this life.  As a matter of fact, there are many more to come.  Luke in 22:31 gives us some words from Jesus on this issue, “And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat:” One preacher said, “In life, you are in one of three states, 1) you have just been sifted, 2) you are being sifted, or 3) you are about to be sifted.”  The Christian life is kind of like living on the South Carolina coast…you always know that there are more storms coming. (
· You *can* succumb to Satan and be weakened and wearied by the storm and worry and fret about the next one. “And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest thou not that we perish? And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?” Mark 4:37-40   (
The Good News:

· There is not much bad news!!! (
· There is lots of good news!!! (
· The South Carolina coast is beautiful!!! (
· Satan is a pathetic loser (in the perfect sense) and is just hoping to drag you down with him.  Although his power is strong, it is NOTHING when compared with God’s power, and there is a direct line of power available to you from the God who made the heavens and the earth!!! (4.6 Jigawatts!!!) (
· Jesus is praying for you!!! “But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.” Luke 22:32 Let me say that again cause it sounds so good, Jesus is praying for you (This gets three smilies!!!) (((
· God knows about the storm…it didn’t surprise him…he has known about it all along.  The storm is not more powerful than God.  He is in complete control of the storm.  He has thought about you (() and is thinking about you and how the storm will affect you.  God loves you and has a perfect plan as to how the storm will make you better, stronger, faster (sounds kind of like the Bionic Man!!!). Mark 4:39, 41  “And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm…And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” (
· You *can* submit to God and have peace and joy in the midst of the storm. “And now I exhort you to be of good cheer: for there shall be no loss of any man's life among you, but of the ship. For there stood by me this night the angel of God, whose I am, and whom I serve, Saying, Fear not, Paul; thou must be brought before Caesar: and, lo, God hath given thee all them that sail with thee. Wherefore, sirs, be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me.” Acts 27:22-25 (
· The key, in both stories (the disciples in Mark 4 and Paul in Acts 27) is faith.  Faith in God.  Faith in Jesus Christ.  The disciples lacked faith. They cried out to Christ questioning whether he cared, doubting that they could be saved.  They were adrift, driven at the storm’s will with no anchor.  And yet, Christ even met their need, he taught them Christian Life 101, he is in control.  Paul recognized that he belonged to God and that God would not put him through something without a reason.  Paul had already learned that God was in control.  Paul’s faith was an anchor to his soul in the midst of the storm. (
· While Paul had no ability to end the storm, Paul’s faith was able to be a lighthouse to others…helping them through the storm.  Others were held steady by his anchor. This is something like Christian Life 410! (
· Note: the disciples, who succumbed to worrying and fretting in Luke 8:23 had only been in the storm for but a few moments, Paul, who submitted to God and received joy and peace in the midst of the storm, had been in it for many days!!! (
I love you so much!!!  God is Awesome!!!  There is no end to his goodness and mercy!!!  God is Awesome!!!  Did I mention that God is Awesome???!!!

Bro. Paul

