Dear Loved One,

As I considered your situation, it seemed clear that I should attempt to impart to you some advice that you could remember and hold onto for the rest of your life.  In the process of putting this message together I’ve gone through several revisions. Version 1.0 was something like this:  check the oil in your car frequently, don’t run up balances on credit cards, and always wear a seatbelt.

Although this is good advice, it seemed to be centered around self.  I felt the Lord wanted me to go deeper.  So, version 2.0 went like this, Help old ladies across the street, give some of your money and time to the poor and needy, and take good care of your parents when they get old.

This was deeper, and still good advise, but I felt this was not ultimately where the Lord wanted me.  He was pushing me further.  You see, this being a transition; it is an end of one thing and the beginning of another.  It is a time when people sometimes stop and think a bit about life.  I really felt like the Lord wanted me not simply to go deeper, but to get down to the bottom, the foundation, the fundamental thing.

I know this sounds like a rather ambitious goal!!!  It probably sounds quite ridiculous, but praise God, before I even realized this was the direction he was going, he had already given me a hint.  You see, in version 2.0, I mentioned giving of your money and time to the poor.  In considering this, I was brought to the passage in I Corinthians Chapter 13 where it says, “And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not charity (love), it profiteth me nothing.”

So, I started over with version 3.0 of my speech being, “Love, the meaning of life” and then version 3.1 was, “Love, what life is all about” and so on until finally, at what I guess I would call version 3.16, the Lord brought me to the most simple, most deep, most fundamental topic as my gift for you, the title is simply,

Love

Volumes have been written about love.  I’m here only to communicate two points about love.  First, the extreme emphasis that the bible places on love and second, what does it mean to love.

My first point is stolen from an old grammar school rhyme to maybe help you remember it: 

I.) First comes Love

I could ramble on about this for a long time but I think I will simply let the scriptures say it with only a few additional comments…please listen closely…these verses carry a deep, powerful message.

Colossians 3:14 says  “And above all these things put on love, which is the bond of perfectness.”

1 Peter 4:8  says “And above all things have fervent love among yourselves: for love shall cover the multitude of sins.”

John 13:35  says “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

1 John 4:8  says “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.”

Matthew 22:37-40   says “Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

John 3:16 says “For God so loved the world that he gave…”  This says it all.  He loved, he gave.

And then of course, 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 says “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not love, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries, and all knowledge; and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and have not love, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have not love, it profiteth me nothing. v. 8 Love never faileth…v. 13 And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three; but the greatest of these is love.”

First comes Love.

My second point is simply: II.) How Love works

I’m going to break apart I Corinthians 13:4-7 into each power packed statement about love and say just a few words about each.  These are no-nonsense principles to be practiced today and every day.  Listen closely.  This simple review is the crux of this message, it is the message God wanted me to bring to you and hopefully, for all of us to take away:

Love suffereth long, - Love is patience, Love patiently endures.  Whenever I struggle with patience towards someone it helps me to remember of how patient God has been with me.

Love is kind;  Spread kindness.  Ephesians 4:32  says “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.”  Ask forgivness and give forgiveness.  In the70’s (yes, I’m dating myself here), a major motion picture made popular the phrase, “Love means never having to say you’re sorry”.  It sounded foolish when I was 8, it still sounds foolish now that I’m…older.  I’ll just say that my understanding of the scriptures and my experience all say, “Love means regularly having to say you’re sorry.”

Love envieth not;  Noah Websters 1828 Dictionary says of envy, “To feel uneasiness, mortification or discontent, at the sight of superior excellence, reputation or happiness enjoyed by another.”  Quickly dismiss all such feelings…they are from the tempter.

Love vaunteth not itself, vaunt says Webster is , “to make a vain display of one’s worth”  Listen to Christ, listen to the Spirit of God within you, you will become secure in your worth and will have no need to promote it yourself.

Love is not puffed up, Self-pride.  It is anti-Love, it is Anti-Christ.  Run from it.

Love does not behave itself unseemly, Let love rule your actions.

Love seeketh not her own,  Selfish desires oppose love.  Oppose selfish desires.

Love is not easily provoked,  Love can even conquer evil actions against itself.  Think carefully about the words of Christ in Matthew 5:44  “But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you;”  This is in direct opposition to the world, the flesh, and the devil.  Resist all three of them.

Love thinketh no evil; Proverbs 14:22 (one of my many ‘favorite’ verses!!!) says  “Do they not err that devise evil? but mercy and truth shall be to them that devise good.”

Love rejoiceth not in iniquity,  I’m going to be very blunt here.  Many people today are becoming trapped in getting a kick out of seeing or hearing how sick and perverted other people can be.  One songwriter, writing about his friend who had fallen into this trap summed it up as simple and sad as this, “Disgusting trash on MTV it makes her smile”.  Allow God’s Spirit to lead you away from this trap into true love and true joy!!!

Love rejoiceth in the truth; Love’s true, deep, overflowing joy comes from God’s word, God’s Son, and in the lifting up of both!

Love beareth all things,

Love believeth all things,

Love hopeth all things,

Love endureth all things.  I’ll take these last four together.  Loving with pure, true love does not mean that everything will be happy, happy, joy, joy.  Sometimes it is quite the opposite.  True love believes and hopes for the best, but true love is also prepared to bear and endure the worst.  It is not an accident that marriage vows include the pharses, “For better or for worse, for richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health”.

C. S. Lewis lost his wife to illness.  Through his own personal hardship and walk with the Lord, he understood that love can sometimes bring us more joy AND more pain than anything else in the world, but true love endures.  He wrote,

“To love at all is to be vulnerable.  Love anything, and your heart will certainly be wrung and possibly be broken.  If you want to make sure of keeping it intact, you must give your heart to no one, not even to an animal.  Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid all entanglements; lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your selfishness.  But in that casket-safe, dark, motionless, airless-it will change.  It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, impenetrable, irredeemable.  The alternative to tragedy, or at least the risk of tragedy, is damnation.  The only place outside of Heaven where you can be perfectly safe from all dangers and perturbations of love is Hell…We shall draw nearer to God, not by trying to avoid the sufferings inherent in all loves, but by accepting them and offering them to Him; throwing away all defensive armour.”

As you can see, the concept of Love does not fit into one English word, or one word in any language, however, it is summed up in one person, the Lord Jesus Christ.  He is the perfect example of true acting, giving love.  My gift to you as you is I Corinthians 13.  Hide it in your heart.  Practice is in your life on a day to day basis.  And as Matthew 5:16  says “Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.”

Bro. Paul

