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Unit 4: Syntax: Quiz 3: Subordinate sentences with adjuncts: Adjective clauses with gaps 

(20 points)
Part I:

Directions: Write sentences that comply  with the given syntactic constructions.

1. a subordinate sentence with non-finite adjunct verb

Having realized that she forgot to remind Jim about his suitcase, Jane called him at the office.
A non-finite adjunct verb is not necessarily an infinitive with to. This example is given to illustrate this.

2. a subordinate sentence with an adjective  clause without gaps 

The top executives have talked about the compan’s share price since the day the company floated its shares.
3. a subordinate sentence with an adjective clause with a gap (object position)

Annie has always been the only person everybody in the class admires.

Part II: 

Directions: Examine the  following sentences and explain why they are unacceptable.
1.* The students who they entered the class late are having a little trouble.

This is an adjective clause with a gap. The gap of the subject position before the verb ‘enter’ must not be filled with the subject ‘they’. When it’s filled as in this sentence, it becomes ungrammatical.

2.* A whisk broom of rain swept the Volkhov, where fished silently in wooden rowboats.

This is an adjective clause without gaps. Therefore, the gap between the relative pronoun ‘where’ and the verb ‘fished’ must be filled with a subject.

3.* This is the person whom I have to stay with him.

This is an adjective clause with a gap. The gap which has to be left free is filled with ‘him’. The sentence is therefore ungrammatical.
Part III:

Directions: Briefly explain why the following sentence is unacceptable.

1. Frank, who his friends like, who will be granted the scholarship, will be nominated the president of English club.

First of all, the problem here really is not ‘who his’ which should simply be replaced with ‘whose’ because ‘who’ here functions as the object of the verb ‘like’ and then is placed next to its head noun ‘ Frank’. Second of all, you cannot really decide from the given structure that the first or the second adjective clause is or is not a non-restrictive clause. They surely are non-restrictive clauses. Just look at the commas that open and close both of them. This means that the problem is not which adjective clause should come first.
What actually causes problem here is that ‘non-restrictive clauses’ that qualify the same head noun cannot be stacked, only the restrictive clauses can.
