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Unit 4: Syntax: Quiz 2: Suggested answers
Directions: Examine the following ungrammatical sentences, correct them and give  a brief explanation why they are unacceptable. (20 points)
1. 
Ditransitive verbs: 
a.* Anita handed Jimi her resignationj to annoy (i
b. Anita handed Jimi her resignationj to look at (j
A. is unacceptable because the omitted object in the subordinate sentence with adjunct has to be the second noun after the ditransitive verb.
2. 
Subordinate sentences:

a.* John noticed.

‘Notice’ is a transitive verb that requires a finite verb complement or a second dependent. Examples of correct sentences could be 

1. He noticed a stranger in the neighborhood. Or 
2. He noticed her behaving strangely lately.
b.* John realized that he forget his wallet at home. 

‘Realize’ is an intransitive verb that requires a finite verb complement. The sentence may be grammatical if it reads John realized that he FORGOT his wallet at home.
c.* The minister wants to satisfy the Prime Minister to keep his promise with the public. 
When a subordinate sentence has both complement and adjunct, the complement has to be placed closer to the adjunct. In this sentence, ‘to satisfy the PM’ should be treated as the adjunct rather than ‘to keep his promise with the public’. Therefore, it should be placed after ‘to keep…’. The correct sentence should read ‘ The minister wants to keep his promise with the public to satisfy the PM.
