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Directions: Examine the following subordinate sentences and identify the NP that bears the patient case of the non-finite complement verb in each sentence. 

Example: Ii know I left too much mess and destructionj (i to come back again.

1. They don’t need me to come up with crazy ideas.

2. My wife made me stop smoking.

3. They’ve asked me to run for the House and the Senate.

4. I’ve always manage to keep my virtue intact.

5. We offered to adopt him a couple of weeks ago.

Directions: Do the same for the following subordinate sentences with adjuncts and decide if the controller of the non-finite verb in the adjunct bears the patient case.
1. They don’t need me to come up with crazy ideas to please my publishers.

2. My wife made me stop smoking to stay away from the hospital.

3. They’ve asked me to run for the House and the Senate to regain the public’s trust.

4. I’ve always manage to keep my virtue intact to live a happy life in this sophisticated world.

5. We offered to adopt him a couple of weeks ago to spare him from financial trouble.

6. We gave Mary a gift to please dad.

7. We gave Mary a gift to please her parents.

8. John wants us to join his party to impress his girlfriend.

9. John wants us to join his party to please everybody.

Generalizations:

1. In a subordinate sentence with complement, the control of the non-finite verb complement is either the subject or the object in the main sentence.

2. In a subordinate sentence with adjuncts, the control of the non-finite verb with to indicating a purpose is 

Adapted from 10 Questions for Tom Clancy. Time. July 29, 2002.

