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Unit 5: Semantics: Ambiguity
Directions: Examine the following comic strip and sentences, state the type of ambiguity and briefly explain why each of them is ambiguous.

1.

	by Chip Sansom

	January 31, 2004
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Lexical ambiguity: ‘gas’ 1: the man who deliver the gas (the same way with ‘dairy man’) or ‘gas’ 2: the man has got an upset stomach. Of course, the listener interpreted ‘gas’ as ‘gas’ 2.
2. John will give Sarah a ring tomorrow.

Lexical ambiguity: ‘ring’ 1: make a telephone call and ‘ring’2: small circle of metal etc. wore on a finger as jewelry
3. Andrew now comes almost weekly to call.

Lexical ambiguity: ‘call’ 1: make a telephone call and ‘call’ 2: pay a brief visit
4. Mary licked her disease.
Lexical ambiguity: ‘licked’ 1: move the tongue across the surface and ‘licked’ 2 (informal): beat the disease
5. The rabii married my sister.

Lexical ambiguity: ‘married’ 1: get married to someone and ‘married’ 2: perform the wedding ceremony for a couple
6. He drew one card.

Lexical ambiguity: ‘drew’ 1: pulled out a card from the deck and ‘drew’ 2: use a pen/pencil to produce a picture of a card
7. Everyone saw her duck.

Lexical ambiguity: ‘duck’ 1: lower the upper part of the body and ‘duck’ 2: a water bird 
