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Review Exercise: Syntax,  Semantics, and Discourse Analysis
Part I: Syntax
1. Directions: Write a sentence according to the following syntactic constructions.
a. a subordinate sentence with a non-finite adjunct verb

John never wishes to study law to please anyone in his family.
b. a subordinate sentence with a non-finite verb complement

Sarah saw John walking down the street  hurriedly.
c. a coordinate sentence with an identical verb omitted

John chose the green hat and Sarah the red one.
2. Directions:  Explain why the following sentences are unacceptable.

a. Someone, who never likes Johanna, was surprised to learn that she was actually such a kind and loving person.

This sentence is unacceptable because only the restrictive adjective clause can follow the headnoun which is a pronoun.
b. Pauli told Patj (i to listen to what the teacher had to say.

This sentence is unacceptable because the subject of the non-finite complement verb can only be the noun phrase that has the patient case, which, in this sentence, is the object of the transitive verb ‘told’, Paul.
c.
John shouldn’t have kept Sarah wait that long.
This sentence is unacceptable because ‘kept’ is the verb that takes a non-finite verb in 
the -ing bound form as its complement. 
Part II: Semantics

3. Directions: Briefly answer the following questions.
a. What are factors that make words become synonymous?

There are three factors, which are discussed in the text, a. origin of words, b. language variation, and c. euphemisms
b. How is ‘complementary pair’ different from ‘converse’? Give examples to support your answer.

With the complementary pairs we can usually test the antonyms in question by negating. For example, dead and alive, if someone is not dead then he must be alive. However, with the converse pairs, we focus on the relationship both sides has to each other. For instance, if John is Mary’s husband, then it follows that Mary is John’s wife.
4. Directions: Give two possible interpretations of the given sentences.

a. 
Sally hit the man with the umbrella. 

Meaning 1: the umbrella was used as a weapon to hit the man. 

Meaning  2: the umbrella was carried by the man (who was hit by Sally).
b. 
Put the photo frame on the shelf by the door in the living room.
Meaning 1: Put the particular photo frame (which is not now on the shelf by the door in the living room) on the shelf…
Meaning 2: Put the photo frame which is now on the shelf which is by the door in the living room.

Part III: Discourse Analysis

6.
Directions: Identify 4 different kinds of cohesive ties that you find in the following excerpt.

Bats are not the dirty, bloodthirsty monsters that are portrayed in vampire films. These animals groom themselves carefully like cats and only rarely rabies. Of the hundreds of species of bats, only three rely on blood meals. In fact, the majority eat fruit, insects, spiders or small animals. They consume an enormous number of pests, pollinate many varieties of plant life, and help reforest barren land by excreting millions of undigested seeds. 


Almost all bats use echolocation to navigate, especially at night. As they fly, they emit a series of high-pitched squeaks at the rate of about fifty per minute. As these signals bounce off objects in their path, an echo is detected by the bats’ sensitive ears, and they undertake corrective or evasive action.


It is a little-known fact that bats are highly social creatures. Thousands of individual bats may belong to a colony, hanging upside down in caves or in trees. Within their social systems, bats assume specialized roles. Some may guard the entrance to their caves, others may scout for food, and still others may warn the colony of approaching danger.

1. These animal (lines 1-2): lexical relationship: Superordinate: Bats
2. themselves (line 2): Anaphoric reference: these animals/bats
3. three (line 3): Ellipsis: nominals: three species

4. As (line 7): Conjunction: Causal: As

