[image: image1.png]Juveniles United In

LONSENIng energy



[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.emf] 

 

Welcome to the February newsletter of J.U.I.C.E. It has been an interesting month with the Kyoto Protocol Issue. So this month we are introducing Kyoto Protocol to you. At the bottom are links that you might find useful, if you would like to find out more about the Kyoto Protocol. 


Hot Tip: You can learn even more about the Protocol and share your opinions on our site � HYPERLINK "http://juiceforum.proboards40.com/" ��forum�. 


Until next time, good bye!





Links


� HYPERLINK "http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.html" ��http://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/kpeng.html� - the framework of the convention.


� HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/sci_nat/04/climate_change/html/greenhouse.stm" ��http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/shared/spl/hi/sci_nat/04/climate_change/html/greenhouse.stm� - good place to visually see the greenhouse effect.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.greenpeace.org/international_en/news/details?item_id=744874" ��http://www.greenpeace.org/international_en/news/details?item_id=744874� – activities that are happening around the world.





The Kyoto Protocol


What is the Kyoto Protocol?


It’s an agreement between governments that was adopted December 11, 1997, at a United Nations conference in Kyoto, Japan, to reduce the amount of greenhouse gases emitted by developed countries by 5.2 per cent below 1990 levels between 2008 and 2012. 


When will the Kyoto Protocol take effect? 


The protocol only comes into force when 55countries, representing 55 per cent of the emissions produced by developed countries, ratify. We have now got Some 141 countries, accounting for 55% of greenhouse gas emissions; have ratified the treaty, which pledges to cut these emissions by 5.2% by 2012. But the world's top polluter - the US - has not signed up to the treaty. Large developing countries including India, China and Brazil are not required to meet specific targets for now. 


Is it the first agreement of its kind?


Governments agreed to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) in 1992. The UNFCCC set a non-binding goal of stabilizing emissions at 1990 levels by 2000. 187 countries as of November 2002 have ratified the UNFCCC. The Kyoto Protocol is under the umbrella of the UNFCCC and is the first legally binding global agreement to cut greenhouse gases. 


How will it be enforced? 


In July 2001, environment ministers agreed to penalize countries that do not meet their targets. These countries will be required to make up the amount they fall short under the Kyoto Protocol plus 30 per cent of the shortfall in a yet-to-be-negotiated second commitment period. The second commitment period may start as early as 2013.


Does every country have a target?


Only 39 developed countries have targets for the First Commitment Period of 2008 to 2012. This is based on the principle that richer countries should take the lead. 


How does each country have to meet its emissions target?


Countries may reach their targets without actually achieving all emissions reductions at home. The Kyoto Protocol has a number of “flexibility mechanisms” based on trading of emissions credits or allowances. For example, countries may purchase emissions credits from one another. Countries may also create project-based credits. Under the `clean development mechanism’, developed countries can earn credits to offset against their targets by funding clean technologies, such as solar power, in countries that do not have targets.





Position of USA


The United States of America has refused to ratify the Protocol as the changes would be too costly to introduce and that the agreement is flawed. Many people are criticizing USA’s decision, as USA is one of the top polluters. 






































