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What happened in class:  Today’s class was rather short and included news presentations, a brief discussion, and a class activity.  Before everything was started, Alec reminded the class that the e-portfolios were due soon and provided examples what he expected.  The news presentations ranged from comparing the morality of chimpanzees to the morality in humans, to whether it was moral for Iran to hold the British Soldiers hostage.  The Iran news presentation was a good transition into what Dr. Schuhmann wanted to discuss next; making decisions in turbulent times.  He broke everyone up into group and provided the class with a scenario: “You and your group are on a boat in the middle of the ocean and your boat starts to sink…what you do?”  We later learned that there were no flare guns available, no life boats, as well as no contact with human life whatsoever.  After going around the room to hear what everyone came up with, the most common answer was find the leak on the boat and fix it.  If all else failed, swim for the bottom and hope for a fast death.  By the time this exercise was finished it was around 7p.m and both sections of ENGR 408 then went to 160 Willard to watch “An Inconvenient Truth”.  The film included a variety of statically analysis which intended to disprove critics who believe that global warming is irrelevant.  Gore provided numerous examples of the potential effects of global warming.  For example, he referred to the collapse of major ice sheets in Greenland and in west Antarctica; each of which could raise the sea level approximately 20 feet and sink major cities like Manhattan, San Francisco, and many other costal areas.  Gore ended his presentation with possible suggestions that could be taken to lower carbon emissions.  The class ended with a short segment from Dr. Schuhmann; he informed the class on President Bush’s future plans for planet earth.
My response to what happened in class:  Although the in class discussion was very short, I was very interested as to what happened in class.  It was my first time seeing Al Gore’s movie and his findings made think about the possible outcomes of global warming.  It’s sort of like that movie The Day After Tomorrow where the climatologist tries to figure out a way to save the world from abrupt global warming; that’s the fist time that popped into my head.  I was scared by his findings but I was also intrigued that such a phenomenon could happen in my lifetime.  However, the fact that someone made a documentary on this subject is a sign that we’re moving in the right direction.  
Analysis of my response:  I know that global warming is going to have an affect on American product now that the United States has finally signed the Kyoto Treaty.  The automotive industry will have to start producing cars that abide by the carbon emission rules.  Power plants will probably be responsible for the emissions they produce and hopefully be financial punished.  One thing that I couldn’t believe is the plan President Bush has for the planet.  Does he seriously think that we’re going to leave this planet and move to another galaxy?  I don’t see how looking for an “M” star in another galaxy is more important than researching alternative energies.  The world does have a finite amount of space, but I think we can maximize our stay if we continue to protect it. 
Leadership take-away/sound-byte:  
