AVCE ICT Unit 7 - Programming

Session 16 – Using other Form Types in VB

This week we will look at some of the other form types or templates that you can add to your projects.
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The about dialogue box can be used to give the user information about your program. However it also contains clever code that returns system information when the user clicks on that button. Create one of these forms and use a general form to invoke it or declare it as the start up object.

Other forms allow the use of a web browser in your application, indeed this is the easiest way to produce a readme document or help documentation. The file can be written in HTML and then read on most computers. Most will have a web browser but they may not all have MS Word installed.

Other dialogue boxes present a general form with just an OK and Cancel button, or a tabbed top option dialogue form. This allows the use of several items to be displayed by selecting the tab area at the top. Some appropriate code is included for handling these operations.
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Splash screens ( a form that will be displayed when a program loads -  set it as the start up object,) and tip of the day boxes are also very easy to implement in VB. They can be unloaded by a user click or a time lapse. 
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Activities

· Investigate some of the different types of form that you can add to VB projects

· Design and produce a simple “personal organiser” type program - it doesn’t have to do very much, we are more concerned with the design elements in this session

Many of the form types are those used frequently in applications e.g. a login form, and contain code behind them that can save you time. The Data Form wizard is particularly impressive…we’ll use this later on in the year. 





We will investigate a other types that will also prove useful.





This is an about dialogue form.





If you add an MDI form to a project, you can also add a  Web Browser! 





Below is one in action. 








