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Writing the Thesis Statement

The thesis serves three functions: 

The thesis narrows the topic to a single idea that you want readers to gain from your paper. 
  

· The thesis names the topic and asserts something about it, conveying your purpose, your opinion, and your attitude. Make sure your thesis does more than simply state an opinion or generalization; it should introduce elements that offer an explanation of your beliefs. 
  

· The thesis often (but not always) provides a concise preview of how you will arrange your ideas in the essay. Thesis and organization can go hand-in-hand from the beginning. You can use your thesis to set up the entire paper. 


Also, a thesis statement shouldn't be a FACT. What are you proving, if it's already widely accepted? Further, your thesis statement should not say, "My paper is about. . .", as it is already abundantly clear that your paper is about a particular topic if, in fact, the paper is written. The writing says that it is itself—you do not need to tell us that your essay is about what it already tells us.  

Some Questions For When You Consider Your Thesis 

· Does your thesis do more than just provide a fact? 

· Does your thesis say something new, innovative, or interesting? 

· Where have you located your thesis? Why? 

· Is your thesis appropriate to the length of your essay? 

· Could you be more explicit or specific? 

· Are you using broad generalizations to cover for a lack of knowledge? 

HOW? 
Formulating a Thesis
Once you have selected a topic, the next step is developing a strong thesis statement. A thesis statement is a claim you make about your topic; this claim is what you want your readers to believe when they finish your paper. For example, if you want to persuade your audience that students should be allowed to register over the Internet, then this is your thesis statement.  

When constructing your thesis, keep these hints in mind: 
  

· Your thesis should be arguable. For example, "Strict measures should be taken against air pollution" is not an effective thesis statement precisely because it isn't arguable. No reasonable person would disagree with this; no one advocates air pollution. It may help to think of your thesis in scientific terms. A scientist isn't going to waste lab hours formulating a proof for an undisputed fact; rather, she will spend her time developing proofs for a hypothesis--something that hasn't yet been proven. (Note the root word!) 

· Your thesis should be specific. In the previous thesis statement, it is unclear what exactly the writer means by "strict measures." A revision is needed to make the thesis explicit. For example: "The government should seek to curb air pollution by imposing a 100% tax on gasoline." Now we, as an audience, know the who, what, and how of the writer's argument--particulars which are crucial to both our interest in and response to the writer's position. 

· Your thesis should take a clear position; that is, your audience should know where you stand on an issue simply by reading your thesis. Try using the words "should" or "must" in your thesis as a way to clearly articulate your position. For example, look at these arguable, specific, clearly stated thesis sentences: 
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