BOMBS AWAY!
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NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION IN A
GLOBAL SOCIETY!

FROM THE MANHATTAN PROJECT TO TODAY
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At the home for old atoms...

“When [ was voung I used to feel so alive and dangerous! Would you

believe I started life as a wranium-238¢ Then one day I accidentally ejected
an alpha particle. Now look at me—a spent old atom of lead-206. It seems

that all my life since then has been nothing but decay, decay, decay...”

Source:http://www.nearingzero.net/screen_res/nz169.jpg
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Albert Einstein to Franklin D. Roosevelt, March 25, 1845,
Miscellaneous Historical Documents Collection.

12 Marcer Shret Who wrote this

Marah 25, 1945

The Horerabla B‘rlnk_‘{_i.u Delano Roosowalb ? letter?

The Preaident of tha United States
The Ahite Housa
nwashington, D. C.

Bixs

I sm writlng you to introducs Dr. L. Szilard who pro— TO VV m?
poses to sutmit to you eertain considerations and recommendatlons. O
Tmsuzl clircumstances which I shall describs further below Loducs
ma bo take this actlom in spite of the faet tha¥"T do not kmow the
subatanes of the considerations and recomsendations whieh Dr.
&zilard proposss to submit to you.

Tn the susser of 1939 Dr, Ssllerd pab bafors me hia wisws ‘ N ] ‘?
concerning the potential isportance of wranium for natlonal deflense. en 4
He wan greatly disturbed by the potentlalitles invelved and anxious
that the United States Goverrment be sdvised of them as soon da
posoible. Dr. Szllard, who 1s ones of the discoverers of the nembtron
emisslon of uraniom on which all pressnt work on nraniom 16 based,
damcrited to ma m spacific aystenm which he devised and which ha
thought would makd it possible Lo set up a chaln reaction in uo-
geparated wranlus in the imsedists futurs. Raving known bim for Wh ‘?
over twemty yeara both from hia scientific work and peracnally, y .
I havs mich confidance in his judgmwent and it was on the basls of
his judgment aa well as my cwn that I teck the liberty to approach
you in connection with this subject. Yon reapanded to my labter
dated Angust 2, 193% by the appointment of a committes under the
chalrmanship of Ir. Briggs aod thus started the Coverrment's ac-

tivity in this [ield, Wh h D
' The terns of secracy vader which Iir. Szilard is working at as ro

at present do not permit him te glve mé informatlon sboub his works .

howsver, I undarstand that ha now ia greatly esncerned sbout the

lack nf.:dtquabe contact between acisntiato who are dolng &hia Zl ar eVe O ‘7
work and those menbers of your Cabinet who are responsibles for °
formalating policy. In the cireumstances L consider it =y duty

to glve Dr. Szllard this introductlon and I wish to éxpress bhe

hops that you will be sble to give his presentation of bthe case i

your persopal attemtlon, !_

[

I

Vary truly yours,

b EA

SOURCE:
http://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/index.php
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