Heron Creek Middle School

Mr. Paul R. Munnell

7th Grade Mathematics

Expectations and Procedures

Freedom Team

 
Welcome.  This guide contains information that will enable you and your child to have a successful seventh grade school year.  Please read this with your child and if you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me.  I am honored to have the opportunity to teach, work, and grow with your child.  Thank you for being a part of our Community of Caring School.

Classroom Supplies

Students are expected to come to class prepared with the necessary supplies.  If a student comes to class unprepared, a reduction in the student’s “work effort” assessment will result.  Any parent(s) unable to purchase basic school supplies please let me know.  Students should bring the following supplies to class every day:


Sharpened #2 or #3 Pencils, or mechanical pencils (pens are not allowed) with erasers

3-Ring Binder/Notebook with 3-hole ruled filler paper (no spiral notebooks)

Prentice Hall Mathematics Workbook (provided by school to each student)

Student Agenda Book (provided by the school)

Note:  Additional Special FCAT materials may be issued later in the school year (which may be substituted for the textbook as determined by teacher). 

Course Description


This course follows the Sarasota County Curriculum and is designed to teach students important problem-solving life skills involving number sense, measurement, geometry, algebraic thinking, data analysis, and probability.

Grading *
Weight


25% Tests and Projects
25% Quizzes


25% In-Class Work 

25% Homework 
Scale 
A = 90–100%

B = 80–89%

C = 70–79%
D = 60–69%
F = 0–59%

* The grading policy in the Sarasota District separates “Employability” from the academic grade.  A student’s “Work Habits and Effort” grade will include employability skills (attendance, participation, organization, completing assigned work, bringing materials to class, being respectful, adhering to dress code, etc.) and be reported as “E” for excellent, “G” for good, “F” for fair, “P” for poor, and “U” for unsatisfactory on the report card. 
Classroom Spaces

1. The teacher’s desk and space around it are for the teacher.  Students should not be in or around the teacher’s desk at any time without permission.  Do not remove anything from the teacher’s desk without permission.

2. Students are not permitted to leave their belongings overnight in the classroom.  All book bags, backpacks, etc are to be taken home daily.  Teachers are not responsible for items left by students in the classroom.

3. When using computers, no more than 2 students per computer are permitted, unless specifically instructed by the teacher.

4. All classroom equipment (telephone, TV, projectors, radio, tape player, computer, etc.) is off limits to students, unless specific permission is given by the teacher.

5. Students are to remain in their assigned seats unless they request and are given permission by the teacher to move elsewhere within or out of the classroom.

Classroom Procedures and Routines

Entering the classroom

1. Students enter the classroom only when the teacher is present.  They will quietly move to their assigned seats.

2. Place materials required for math class on desk and place all other materials in their assigned “cubbie hole” area.
3. Write down the assigned homework in their student agenda.  The homework assignment for the day will be posted in the upper right hand corner of the whiteboard.  Homework history will be posted in the classroom and on the Internet website for students that were absent or are planning to be absent from school.

4. Do the bellwork assignment posted on the TV, projection screen, or whiteboard.

5. One pencil may be sharpened during bellwork.

Restroom Use

1. Students should plan to use the restroom at the end of physical education classes and during lunch periods (leaving during class should be avoided, for emergencies only).

2. A student may ask to use the restroom located in the core team area hallway when active instruction is not occurring (following acceptable progress of bellwork before the lesson begins, and with acceptable progress during post-lesson practice), and may only go with teacher’s permission.

3. Students will sign the restroom sheet prior to leaving the classroom and check in upon return.

4. Only one student is permitted to leave the classroom at a time.

5. Loitering in the hallway during class disrupts two classes and will result in a discipline report sent home.
Focusing Signals

When the teacher (or any staff member) says, “give me five” and/or holds their hand up all students should know and respond immediately to the following five (this is normally used to gain attention in emergency situations):

1. Eyes on speaker





2. Be quiet




4.  Hands free of all items
3. Be still





5.  Listen
* Note: In non-emergency situations Mr. Munnell uses 3 hand claps to gain attention.  Students should respond in same manner with the 5 actions above. 
Assignments
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First & Last Name

Date

Period

Assignment Title or Page Number

1.

Composition assignments, assigned 

questions, exercises, and problems 

should be located in this area.

2.

If assignment has exercise numbers, then 

the numbers and all work should be 

located in this area.

3.

No writing in the 1 inch left and right 

margins along the edges of the paper.

4.

Required information in heading is shown.

5.

Skip a space between each problem

6.

Use 3

-

hole ruled filler paper (do not tear 

paper from spiral notebook)

7.

Be neat.  Use only pencil for math.  When 

erasing, be careful not to tear paper.

8.

No writing should be on the last two lines 

of the paper.  Continue work on the back 

or on another sheet of paper, if 

necessary.   
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When completing assignments, papers should be neatly done following the proper format.

2. If your assignment is late or if you were absent, write “LATE” or “ABSENT” under your heading.

3. Excused absences will earn full credit, while partial credit will be given for late work.

4. Parents are encouraged to review and sign or initial student’s homework (for extra credit).

5. Student notebooks containing all graded and returned homework, classwork, quizzes, and tests may be turned in at the end of each grading period and extra credit awarded to students.  No special extra credit work will be assigned (because this creates extra work for both teacher and student, who already have plenty of work to do during this course). 
6. Grades will be based on format, effort, and spot-checked for correctness.
7. Homework passes require student’s name, date, period number, assignment title or page number, the words “HOMEWORK PASS,” and a Parent/Guardian signature in the heading of the paper.  One completed problem from each assigned set of problems is needed to get full credit when students elect to use a homework pass.
Leaving the Classroom

1. The class ends only when the teacher dismisses the students.  The clock or bell does not dismiss the students.

2. Students will be responsible for making sure their desk and areas are clean in preparation for dismissal.

3. Students will quietly move as directed by the teacher to retrieve all belongings from their assigned “cubby holes” and line up next to the exit they need to use (to get to their next class, student pickup, or bus loop as appropriate).

4. They will move in an orderly manner out of the classroom when directed by the teacher.  Movements between the team rooms will be direct (no restroom use at this time).

5. If the fire alarm sounds, students should “give me five” and follow the teacher’s instructions.

Rewards



A weekly reward system called the “WALL OF HONOR” will be displayed in the classroom.  Students earn a place on the “WALL OF HONOR” for “doing the right thing” by completing the following actions in math class throughout the week:

1. All homework assignments submitted in the correct format and on time,

2. Perfect attendance in class (present and on time everyday),

3. Prepared with all required materials everyday, and

4. Respectful behavior (as measured by receiving no warnings or levels)

Once students earn a place on the “WALL OF HONOR,” they can continue to receive weekly promotions and medals for exemplary conduct.  We use the military officer ranks (from 2nd Lieutenant up to 5-Star General) to measure and track success.  Recognition treats and prizes are extended to honorees during a “Promotion Ceremony” the first school day of each week for performance the previous week.  



Team rewards for outstanding behavior in all classes may also be given to students.

We appreciate your efforts at home to provide a loving, safe, supportive, nurturing environment and we at Heron Creek Middle School will strive to do the same.  With your cooperation we look forward to having a great year of learning experiences with your child.  If you have any questions, contact me at 480-3371 ext 62601, via e-mail at Paul_Munnell@srqit.sarasota.k12.fl.us, or write a note in your child’s agenda book.

Sincerely,


Paul R. Munnell

(Please cut off the bottom portion and return to Mr. Munnell)

My child and I have read and understand the procedures and expectations for math class.

__________________________________  ________  ________________________________

(Student Signature)



(Date)

(Parent/Guardian Signature)

__________________________________

     ________________________________

(Printed Name)





(Printed Name)
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