The Resurrection of Jesus


I. The Historical Data

a .  Preliminary Remarks:

1)    St. Paul: “And if Christ has not been raised, then empty (too) is our preaching; empty, too, your faith. 

(1 Corinthians 15:14)”

2)    Did Jesus really rise from the dead?

b.   Challenges in the Past and in the Present

1)    Celsus
Roman Philosopher (Platonist) in the second century. He argued that the resurrection of Jesus is an invention of his disciples (a “fable”). If Christ rose from the dead, why did he appear to his disciples only, and not to his persecutors and to those who mocked him?

2)    . Hermann Samuel Reimarus 

Professor of Oriental languages in Hamburg, Germany, (death 1768). 

--Jesus’ goal was the restoration of David’s kingdom. He was a religious and political revolutionary, but he failed. His disciples wanted to keep a good memory of him. They spiritualized Jesus’ preaching of the kingdom and explained away his death as “salvific”, and made up the story of the resurrection. The disciples did a poor job however. Their resurrection stories contradict one another left and right.

3)  The claim of modern psychology: Altered State Consciousness?
4)    Resurrection is a matter of faith only? It is beyond historical investigation?

c.   The Data

1)    The earliest: 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 (ca. 56 A.D.)

3For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, 4 and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures,      5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have died. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles.  8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.

2)    The empty tomb

A Comparative Table of the "Empty Tomb" Stories 

in the Gospels: 
(also the initial appearance of Jesus to the Women, in Matthew and John only) 


	Gospel
	Messengers
	Recipients
	Message

	Mark 16:1-8
	a young man dressed in a white robe
	"Mary Magdalene, Mary mother of James, Salome"
	"Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told you."

	Matt 28:1-8
	an angel of the Lord; his appearance was like lightning, and his clothes white as snow
	"Mary Magdalene and the other Mary"
	"Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for you."

	Matt 28:9-10
	Jesus himself
	(the same two women)
	"Greetings!" ... "Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will se me."

	Luke 24:1-12
	two men in dazzling clothes
	"Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them"
	"Why do you look for the living among dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again."

	John 20:11-13
	two angels in white
	Mary Magdalene alone
	"Woman, why are you weeping?"

	John 20:14-18
	Jesus himself
	Mary Magdalene, again alone
	"Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?" 
"Mary!" 
"Do not hold onto me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God."


3)   The Appearances of the Risen Jesus

A Comparison of the Resurrection Accounts of the Four Gospels: 

(Note their Differences)


	Event
	Mark
	Matthew
	Luke
	John

	Some Women Find Jesus' Tomb Empty
	16:1-8
	28:1-8
	24:1-12
	20:1-2, 11-13

	Peter and the Beloved Disciple Run to the Tomb
	---
	---
	---
	20:2-10

	Jesus Appears to the Women (esp. Mary Magdalene)
	[16:9-11]
	28:9-10
	---
	20:14-18

	The Guards Report to the Authorities
	---
	28:11-15
	---
	---

	Jesus Appears to Two Disciples on the Way to Emmaus
	[16:12-13]
	---
	24:13-35
	---

	Jesus Appears to the Disciples on Sunday Evening
	---
	---
	24:36-43
	20:19-23

	Jesus Appears to the Disciples a Week Later (with Thomas)
	---
	---
	---
	20:24-29

	Jesus Appears to the Eleven as They Sat at Table
	[16:14-18]
	---
	---
	---

	Jesus Appears to the Eleven on a Mountain in Galilee [The Great Commission]
	---
	28:16-20
	---
	---

	Jesus' Last Words and His Ascension to Heaven
	[16:19-20]
	---
	24:44-53
	---

	Original Ending of John
	---
	---
	---
	20:30-31

	Jesus Appears again to the Disciples at the Sea of Tiberias
	---
	---
	---
	21:1-23

	The Second Ending of John
	---
	---
	---
	21:24-25


d.   Why do the Gospel writers differ?

The differences among them do not stem from a clumsy fraud or  failing memories of eyewitnesses. The data, just like the Passion Narratives, have been shaped:

1.           by the theological viewpoints of the respective editors/redactors.

2.           by the apologetic concerns of the early Christian communities.

3.           by the need to tie together literarily the originally independent traditions about women finding the tomb empty and Jesus appearing to male disciples.

e.    Do the Empty Tomb stories prove the claim that Jesus was raised from the dead? Why or Why not?

The empty tomb in itself “is not a direct proof of Resurrection; the absence of Christ’s body from the tomb could be explained otherwise. Nonetheless the empty tomb was still an essential sign for all. Its discovery by the disciples was the first step toward recognizing the very fact of the Resurrection” (CCC 640).

Although the Resurrection was a historical event that could be verified by the sign of the risen Christ, still it remains at the very heart of the mystery of faith as something that transcends and surpasses history” (CCC 647)

f.   What kind of “risen body” did Christ have?


“By means of touch and the sharing of a meal, the risen Jesus establishes direct contact with his disciples.” 

(CCC 645)

He is not a ghost nor another (reincarnated) person.

He is the same Jesus who was tortured and crucified. In his hands bear the traces of his passion. The crucified Jesus  is the risen Jesus.

“Yet at the same time this authentic, real body possesses the new properties of a glorious body: not limited by space and time but able to be present how and when he wills.

Christ’s humanity can no longer be confined to earth, and belongs henceforth only to the Father’s divine realm (CCC 645).

II. The Theological Significance of the Resurrection
A.    The Resurrection is the basis of Christian Hope.
What is Hope?

 It is the theological virtue by which we desire the Kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ’s promises and relying not on our own strength but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

From 1 Peter 1:3 

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead...”

B.   Christ’s resurrection is the fulfillment of the promises both of the Old Testament and of Jesus himself during his earthly life (CCC 652).

C.    The truth of Jesus’ divinity is confirmed by his resurrection (CCC 653).

D.   By his death, Christ liberates us from sin; by his Resurrection, he opens for us the way to a new life (CCC 654). This is termed as “justification”.

E.   Christ’s Resurrection is the principle and source of our future resurrection.

F.    The Resurrection of Jesus proves that God is the God of life. 

--It is liberation from all forms of death-dealing forces that threatens life—poverty, social injustice, oppression, hunger, war, racial and cultural discrimination, and abuse of nature.

III. Christian Hope

Eschatology – systematic study of the “last things” (Gk, eskata)    -- or, “the theology of Christian hope”

The Christian tradition uses a number of symbols, images, and concepts to expressed the fullness of Christian hope, which in the final analysis is a beyond our ability to imagine.

Note: Our language used here is metaphorical, symbolic, or analogous.

What is hope?

It is the theological virtue by which we desire the Kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ’s promises and relying not on our own strength but on the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit.

Although, hope concerns the future, our “final destiny” is already an active and present reality. Our initial experience of this eternal life with God can be felt  in our mutual love brothers and sisters. Christian eschatological hope in no way detracts from commitment to justice and liberation (see CFC 1591).

A.    Resurrection of the Body


1. “Resurrection” -- not just restoration of our present earthly life (e.g. Lazarus);

--but new life in the Risen Christ

2. “of the Body”  - the whole human person, body and soul, is raised up.

Catholic traditional belief: In death, the soul separates from the body, the human body decays and the soul goes to meet God. Resurrection of the body is God reuniting the body with the soul (CCC 997).

We enter into life with God in the fullness of our individual humanity.

It is a new existence that is beyond the limitations of space and time.

It is the transformation of our lowly body to confirm with Christ’s glorified body (Phil 3:22)

Hence:

Not Immortality of the soul (as in Greek philosophy)

Nor transmigration of the soul

Nor re-incarnation

These three beliefs are contrary to Christian faith in that (CFC 1603):

1)    they remove all ultimate meaning and value from our individual earthly lives.

2)    They destroy our personal unity by making the soul’s identity separate from the body;

3)    The reject any real pardon of sins.

3. When does it happen?

--Opinion of Karl Rahner: at the moment of death.
“Eternity is not an incalculably long-lasting mode of pure time, but a mode of spirit and freedom which has been actualized in time, and therefore it can be grasped only from a correct understanding of spirit and freedom.”

--CCC 1001: “At the last day,”; “at the end of the world”; “at Christ’s Parousia (Second Coming)—see also John 6:54 and Rev 20:12-13).

4. Risen Life has already Begun (CFC 1597-1601)

--Eternal life in Christ is hidden within our mutual love for one another here on earth

1 John 3: 16: “ The way we came to know love was that he laid down his life for us; so we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters”.

Three implications:

1)     Our resurrection is an on-going process, not only as a single act of an instant.

2)     It has a social dimension

3)     It has an ecological dimension

Romans 8:22-23: 

“ We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now;  and not only that, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, we also groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.”

B.   Life Everlasting

Difficult to grasp since all our experiences in life is fleeting and transitory.

--Everlasting does NOT mean mere survival or extension of age.

“Life transformed by God’s Spirit into the perfect fulfillment of every dimension of our present human lives.” (CFC 1616).

REALITIES In Process Toward Life Eternal:

1.     Death – the entry into eternal life.

“When the body of our earthly dwelling lies in death
We gain an everlasting dwelling place in heaven.”

(from a prayer during the mass for the dead).

2.     Particular Judgment. 

Death involves an inescapable judgment.

Note the story of the poor man Lazarus and the rich man (Luke 16:22).

Note: In the Catholic belief, those who have died in the state of grace, “are received immediately into heaven, and see clearly God Himself, one and three, as He is, while those who die in actual mortal sin go down to hell immediately.”

“At the evening of life, we shall be judged on our love.”—St. John of the Cross

3.     Heaven

--since we live in time and space, we imagine everything as a place, including heaven.

--but it is actually a state of “being with the Lord” 

(1 Thessalonians 4:17)

--by his death and resurrection, Christ “opened the gates of heaven,” meaning he has enabled the blessed to see God face to face.

--hence, to be in heaven means to be fully in God’s presence (=beatific vision, “happy to behold God”).

--from the theologian Walter Kasper: “Heaven takes shape in the Resurrection and Exaltation of Christ.”

4.     Hell

In contrast to the reality of heaven, the Church teaches the real possibility of eternal damnation.

The essence of hell is loss of God (CFC 1627)

The images in the Bible (note, images are metaphors!!!)

“Gehenna” – comes from the Aramaic, shortened form of the “valley of son of Hinnon”.

--Located on the outskirts of Jerusalem, the place had a bad reputation as having once been a shrine where human beings were sacrificed (2 Kings 23:10).

-- in the New Testament, it is a place of fire which is unquenchable, a pit which the wicked are cast, “where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched (Mark 9:48).

From this comes our popular image of hell (from the German Hel, “place of the dead”).

--Can God condemn someone to eternal damnation?

God does NOT punish, either in this life or in the next. God is the author of life. But God always respect our human freedom. If we refuse to respond, the choice is ours; God cannot force love upon us any more that we can force love on one another. Love that is not freely given is not love.

Human beings can condemn themselves by choosing to destroy their own freedom by obstinately rejecting the merciful love and grace of God, even in the face of death. 

Or as Jean-Paul Sartre said: “Hell is to be forever what we have made ourselves to be.” (from the play, No Exit).

Edward Schillebeeckx: Hell is connected with those who have rejected solidarity with their fellow human beings and thus who communion with God will not survive their own deaths. “God does not take vengeance; he leaves evil to its own, limited logic.”

5.     Purgatory

--the state of final purification”

--refers to the purification to be undergone for the “temporal punishment” due to sins already forgiven, in other words, for the damaging effects of sin.

--The basic idea is one of purification before coming into God’s presence.

--This Church doctrine  is based mainly on its ancient liturgical practice of offering prayers for the departed.

The Bible speaks of such prayers for the dead, “atonement for the dead that they might be freed from sin (2 Maccabees 12:46).

--Contemporary theology tends to understand purgatory not in terms of space (place) and time, but in relation to the encounter with God at the moment of death or perhaps even earlier, an encounter that burns away our resistance to the brilliance of the divine presence and purifies us of whatever self-centeredness remains as an obstacle to union.

Catholics offer masses for the dead and remember those in purgatory on All Souls Day, November 2.

6.     Limbo

From the Latin, “limbus, “border”

--a state of natural happiness for children who died without baptism (hence, state of original sin).

--the belief developed in the Church to answer the question on the fate of unbaptized children, a question revised in the teaching of St. Agustine on original sin.

--There is no official position of the magisterium; CCC and CFC do not mention it. 

--it remains a theological opinion

--Catholic theology today assumes that infants who die without baptism enter eternal life, since they have had no chance to reject the salvation merited for all humanity through the death and resurrection of Jesus.

7.     The Last Judgment/ Parousia

The Old Testament speaks of awaiting the “Day of the Lord” (Amos 5:18)

The New Testament speaks of the “Day of Christ Jesus” (Phil 1:6) 

The resurrection of all the dead, “both the just and the unjust,” will precede the Last Judgment (Acts 24:15).

The Last Judgment will come when Christ returns in glory (Parousia).

The Last Judgment will reveal even to its furthest consequences what the good each person has done or failed to do during his earthly life.

READ Matthew 25:31-46 “The Parable of the Last Judgment”

“For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, a stranger and you welcomed me…”

The Last Judgment will reveal that God’s justice triumphs over all the injustices committed by his creatures and that God’s love is stronger than death.

When?

--The bible speaks of “signs of the coming of Jesus Christ—wars, famines, earthquakes, persecutions, and the like.  But these signs are NOT factual descriptions of the end of the world, nor the ways to calculate the time of the Lord’s coming. All human history is constantly marked with such afflictions.

--Rather “the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night…therefore let us not sleep as the rest do, but stay alert and sober (1 Thessalonians 5:2.6).

--it could be after class, tonight, tomorrow, next year, or 100 years from now. 

--As we look forward for that day, we continue to love and serve one another as if the kingdom has come.

TEARS in HEAVEN

…..

Beyond the door there's peace I'm sure
And I know there'll be no more tears in heaven...

Would you know my name
if I saw you in heaven?
Would it be the same
if I saw you in heaven?
I must be strong and carry on
'Cause I know I don't belong here in heaven...

This song I dedicate to:
Frederick Benjamin "Beaner" Wachter
R.I.P.
August 25th, 1986 to
November 20th, 2002

-ERIC CLAPTON

I.       The Historical Data


II.    The Significance of the Resurrection of Jesus Today (also read Loughlin’s article)


III. Christian Hope (Heaven and Hell)





Middle Ages questions: 


Are the organs still intact and useful?





Why was the risen Jesus hungry?


 In fact he ate a piece of broiled fish!


(Luke 24:38-43)





(note: a virtue is a disposition of a human being to do good and at a same time it is the source of the human being’s good conduct).





Sources: CCC 988-1050; CFC 1592-1606);


Read also, First Letter of Paul to the Corinthians 15.








