The Gospel of Matthew

The Church’s Gospel par excellence
o    The Gospel  has served as the New Testament foundational document of the Church.

      Church built on rock (“Primacy of Peter” in Matthew 16:8)

      The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7)

      The Eight Beatitudes (Matthew 5:3-10)

      The Lord’s Prayer (Mathew 6:9-13)

      The Parable of the Last Judgment (Matthew 25:31-46)

Matthew’s Gospel is an expanded edition of Mark. 

o    He reproduces 80 percent of Mark
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Summary of Basic Information:

1. DATE: 80-90 A.D.

2. AUTHOR 1: by traditional second century attribution :
Matthew, 

a tax-collector among the Twelve, 

wrote either the Gospel

or a collection of the Lord’s sayings in Aramaic.


3. AUTHOR 2: detectable from Contents: 

--A Greek-speaker, who knew Aramaic or Hebrew or both.

--Was Not an eyewitness of Jesus’ ministry,

--Drew on Mark and a collection of sayings of the Lord (Q) as well as other available tradition oral or written.

--Probably a Jewish Christian.


4. Community involved: 

Probably the Christians in Antioch.


5. Who is Jesus for Matthew? 



THE GREAT TEACHER (RABBI)

6. OUTLINE of Matthew’s Gospel

Based on Five Major Speeches/Discourses of Jesus
(The Lesson Plan of the Great Teacher)

•      I. The Sermon on the Mount (5:1 - 7:29)

•      II. The Missionary Discourse (9:36 – 11:1)

•      III. Parable Discourse (13:1-53)

•      IV The Community Discourse (18:1 – 19:1)

•      V. The Eschatological Discourse (23:1 -26:1)

Note on the outline:

--The Five Discourses reflect the Five Books of 

Moses (The Torah).

--Moses, the great Teacher, Law-Giver in the Old Testament.

--Jesus, the New Moses; The New Teacher.

"Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets. I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. Matthew 5:17
