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Intro to Sacred Scripture 

Textus Receptus and KJV  (Reference:  NJBC 68:161)
 – the key text and study of  Gk NT from the 16th to the 19th cent.

-- when printing was invented, there were many manuscripts of  the Gk NT available; but the majority of them represented a later and inferior textual tradition. These Greek minuscule manuscripts were popular and dominant at Constantinople from the 5th cent. on and was used throughout the Byzantine Church. Hence they belong to the so-called Byzantine tradition.
--the first printed Gk NT was that of the Dutch Catholic Erasmus in 1516, an edition based on only six or seven manuscripts and  filled with printing errors. For small parts of the NT where he had no Gk manuscripts, Erasmus simply translated the Vulgate back into what he thought the Greek might have been!
--The Gk text of Erasmus and Robert Etienne Stephanus, his Protestant printer-editor, became the Textus Receptus on which all the Protestants vernacular translations were based until the 19th cent.
--the English translation of the King James Version  (or Authorized Version, 1611) was based on this Textus Receptus. The RSV, in its preface, says that the KJV NT “was based upon a Greek text that was marred by mistakes, containing the accumulated errors of fourteen centuries of manuscript copying.”
--the KJV had an important influence on English literature and among many Protestants it became sacrosanct that they felt it blasphemy to change it or to point out the inadequacies of its scholarships in the light of modern criteria.
--in fact, a modernization of punctuation, pronouns, and archaic vocabulary appeared as the New King James Version in 1979-1982.
--Examples:

1) Luke 2:33

KJV Luke 2:33 And Joseph and his mother marveled at those things which were spoken of him.

NKJ Luke 2:33 And Joseph and His mother marveled at those things which were spoken of Him.

NRS Luke 2:33 And the child's father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him.

2) Luke 17:36

KJV Luke 17:36 Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.

NKJ Luke 17:36 "Two men will be in the field: the one will be taken and the other left."

NRS Luke 17:36

3) NKJ Luke 23:17 (for it was necessary for him to release one to them at the feast).

KJV Luke 23:17 (For of necessity he must release one unto them at the feast.)

NRS Luke 23:17  ((For of necessity he must release one unto them at the feast)
