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Introduction

--Matthew’s greatest composition (Raymond Brown)

--The Magna Charta of the Christian life,

--a condensation and model of the Christian life.

--the presentation of the perfect way of living the Christian life.





-St. Augustine

"The message of Jesus as I understand it, is contained in the Sermon on the Mount unadulterated and taken as a whole... If then I had to face only the Sermon on the Mount and my own interpretation of it, I should not hesitate to say, 'Oh, yes, I am a Christian.' But negatively I can tell you that in my humble opinion, what passes as Christianity is a negation of the Sermon on the Mount... I am speaking of the Christian belief, of Christianity as it is understood in the west."---
Mahatma Gandhi

 "The Sermon on the Mount is probably the best-known part of the teaching of Jesus, though arguably it is the least understood, and certainly it is the least obeyed" (John Stott, The Message of the Sermon on the Mount, 1978)

Outline of the Sermon on the Mount

I.                    The Eight  Beatitudes (5:1-12)
II.                 The Salt of the Earth

and Light of the World (5:13-16)
III.               The Six Antitheses (5:17-48)
1.      On Murder

2.      On Adultery

3.      On Divorce

4.      On Swearing

5.      On Retaliation (Lex Talionis)

6.      On Loving the Enemies

IV.              The Three Jewish Forms of Piety (6:1-18)
1.      Almsgiving

2.      Prayer    *The Lord’s Prayer

3.      Fasting

V.                 Other Ethical Teachings (6:19-7-29)
1.      Treasure in Heaven

2.      The Eye as the Light of the Body

3.       God vs. Mammon

4.       Do not Worry about tomorrow

5.       Do not Judge

6.       Do not Throw Pearls Before Swine

7.       Ask you shall receive

8.       The Golden Rule

9.       The Two Roads

10. Beware of False Prophets

11. The True Disciples

12.     The House on a Rock vs. the House on a Sand

Some Points To Consider:

1.      These ethical teachings or  “sermon” is not the record of a single historical speech by Jesus but a compilation of Jesus’ sayings from several different sources.

--Contrast with that of

Luke’s Sermon on the Plain (6:17 – 7:1)
2.      In Matthew, the Sermon happens on a “mountain”. Matthew seems to parallel Jesus with Moses.  As Moses went up to the mountain (Sinai) to receive from God the Torah (the Law, commandments), Jesus, the new lawgiver goes up also to the mountain to teach the Law with renewed vigor.

3.      The Beatitudes – “Blessed”, Greek is “makarios” literally, “happy” also “honored”.

--For Christians, next to the Ten Commandments as expression of God’s will, are the eight Beatitudes which express succinctly the values on which Jesus placed priority.

--The Eight Beatitudes:

a.       Poor in the Spirit

b.       Those who mourn

c.      The Meek

d.      Those who hunger and thirst for justice

e.      The merciful

f.       The Clean of Heart

g.      The Peacemakers

h.      Those persecuted

4.      “Poor in Spirit”

In Luke, “Blessed are the Poor”.

Matthew added “in spirit” to address also the people who are not physically poor and hungry. 

--In the Old Testament, the poor (anawim) are those who are without material possessions and those who recognized complete dependence on God.

--In the first Beatitude, Jesus is not idealizing poverty, that the poor are fortunate because they are loved by God.  So they should stay poor; accept their lot and one day, in heaven, they will be happy. No!

--Honored/Blessed are poor and the poor in spirit in view of the kingdom of God means: 

--the anawim  will no longer be poor because the Kingdom of God is on its way.

Jesus declares the end of enslaving poverty with the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God.

--The first Beatitude and also the other six have a religious but also  strong social dimensions.

5.       On Jesus’ warning on sexual aggression: (5: 29-30)
 “If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out…

(vs. lustful looking, voyeurism)

if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off…” 

(vs. sexual self gratification)


1) Socio-Cultural explanation:



-In that culture, there is a connection between the eyes and the groin.  The occasion for adultery begins in the eyes and ends in the groin.


-The eye, especially, especially the right one, is the jewel of the face; the male’s right hand and award wield weapons of power. 


    --a blind right eye and a maimed right hand are a terrible loss of honor on the part of a man. Note that sometimes the “hand” is a euphemism for male sexual organ.

2) Literary style point of view:


--the warning of Jesus on plucking out the eyes and mutilating the hand are a rhetorical style. The speaker, in order to emphasize the seriousness of the offence (like sexual aggression) tends to exaggerate the warnings in his or her speech. They should not to be taken the “literalistically” or at face value.

6.      Divorce: 

“Whoever divorces his wife (unless the marriage is unlawful) causes her to commit adultery…” (Mt 5:32)
The so-called “exceptive clause”: unless the marriage is unlawful

Note the differences of translations:


New Revised Standard Version: 

 except on the ground of unchastity.


New International Version:

except for marital unfaithfulness


King James Version: 

saving for the cause of fornication


New Living Translation: 

unless she has been unfaithful


New American Bible: 

unless the marriage is unlawful
Did Jesus allow divorce then in some cases like “unfaithfulness”?

The answer depends on the meaning of the exceptive clause. 

The Greek word used is “porneia”. 

Scholars inform us that this word may refer to a sexual union between persons of close blood relationship like between brother and sister. This is prohibited in the law of Moses. Marriage of this sort is regarded as unlawful and hence must be broken. 

In other words, there is no exception to NO DIVORCE when the marriage is lawful.

7.      On Prayer: “When you pray go to your room, close the door… do not babble like the Gentiles who think they will be heard because of their many words? (6:6-7)
“Go to your room”: 

Do we have to pray only in our room?

The teaching is not where to pray, but why pray.


It is a warning against praying just to show off, hence warning against hypocritical ostentatious prayer

“Do not babble” – Do we have to pray once only?


In this context, the warning is for the disciples not to imitate the Gentiles who prayed by reciting a long list of names of their gods, like magical incantations, in order to force the gods to respond.

8.      No Revenge vs. Lex Talionis

Note the progression or development of the teaching revenge or retaliation in the bible.

It does not mean that the Old Testament is inferior in terms 

of its ethical teachings than in the New Testament. The Old Testament’s ethics progresses or develops especially in view of Jesus’ Revelation. 

Also called “progressive biblical revelation”

From Revenge to Forgiveness

(Development of an Ethical Teaching in the Bible)
	Law of Lamech
	Gen 4:15
	Sevenfold vengeance
	No Forgiveness

	Law of Moses
	Leviticus 24:20
	Retributive Justice
	Proportionate

1:1

	Law of Peter
	Mt 18:21
	Seven Times forgiveness
	Limited Forgiveness

	Law of Jesus
	Mt 18:22
	Seventy times seven times forgiveness
	Endless Forgiveness;

No Revenge


9.      Love your enemies 

Enemies? 

--For Israel, enemies were the Gentiles, foreigners who worshipped other Gods; also Samaritans (not pure Jews).

--note, Jesus had enemies too: Pharisees, Sadducees, Scribes, Chief Priests, Pilate, Roman Soldiers, etc.

--Jesus did not command his disciples, “Thou shalt not have enemies!” but he commanded, “Love your enemies!”

--He did not command them not to have enemies but what to do when one has enemies!!!

--How to love one’s enemies?

1. See a good thing in that person

A second thing that an individual must do in seeking to love his enemy is to discover the element of good in his enemy, and every time you begin to hate that person and think of hating that person, realize that there is some good there and look at those good points which will over-balance the bad points.  –from Martin Luther King, Jr
2. Pray for your enemy.


“Pray for those who persecute you.” (Mt 5:44)


Note one of Jesus’ last  and shortest prayers: 

“Father, forgive them for they know not what they are doing ! (Lk 23:34)

IN OTHER WORDS, before an enemy: No to Revenge, but yes non-violent means!!!

10. The Less Traveled Road (Mt 7:14)

Road Not Taken

Two roads diverged in a yellow wood
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth

Then took the other as just as fair
And having perhaps the better claim
Because it was grassy and wanted wear
Though as for that, the passing there
Had worn them really about the same

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black
Oh, I kept the first for another day!
Yet, knowing how way leads onto way
I doubted if I should ever come back

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence
Two roads diverged in a wood
And I took the one less traveled by
And that has made all the difference

Robert Frost (1874–1963).  Mountain Interval.  1920.

