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o       “Jesus came… preaching the gospel of God…” (1:14-15)

o       Jesus did teach the word of God and shared his divine powers to the world, however, in contrast to spreading the gospel of God, there were incidents that showed him doing otherwise.

o       There were moments when he would actually demand for secrecy.

o       In the Gospel of Mark, this recurring refusal of Jesus to reveal his true identity and his plan is called the messianic secret.

o       For Mark, the mystery had greatly to do with the messiah and his destiny.

o       Mystery – in the bible, conveys a hidden reality, and a divine secret, a divine intention, which will reveal itself in the plan of salvation.

o       Specific passages where Jesus shows hesitation on the mentioning of his miracles or identity:

o       Three Divisions:
o       1.  The demons and unclean spirits – they often would call out to Jesus and he would silence them.

1:24-25 the demoniac of Capernaum cries out to Jesus “the Holy One of God!” and Jesus rebukes him to be quiet

1:32-34 Jesus healed and exorcised many but “did not allow demons to speak for they knew him.”

2:7-12 in Galilee, demonized people cried out “Thou art the son of God.”

3:11-12 He charged those who called out to him not to make him known.

2.  The Miracle Healings

1:40-45 Jesus cured a leper and told him not to tell anyone.  But then the leper disobeyed Jesus and made public the divine power of Jesus.  After which Jesus could not enter a town publicly and people were going to him.

5:35-43Jesus raised the daughter of Jarius from the dead, with only Jarius, his wife, John, James, and Peter present charging them to silence.

7:24-30 A Gentile woman asks Jesus to exorcise his daughter.  He does so but cannot escape the public’s attention.

7:31-37 Healing of the deaf-mute.  Jesus heals the man privately, charged him not to tell, but still the more people talked about it.

8:22-26 Healing of the blind man in Bethsaida.  Again he sent the blind man home after curing him and told him not to enter the village anymore, so as to prevent the crowds from finding out.

3.  Secrecy imposed upon the Disciples – although the disciples were closer to Jesus than anyone else, they still did not have full understanding of the identity of Jesus either. 

8:29-30 Even after the confession of peter, he still did not want them to tell anybody about their revelation of the Christ.

9:2-10 The transfiguration of Jesus was shown to Peter, James and John, then were told by Jesus not to tell anyone till the Son of Man had been risen from the dead.

o       Some theories as to why Jesus hesitated to reveal himself fully:

        Wrede’s Theory – (German scholar) said that since Jesus did not claim he was the messiah, he probably was not.  From Wrede’s conclusion other people concluded that maybe Jesus was unsure of his divinity and could have been mentally ill.

        Charging of silence could have also sprung from not wanting to jeopardize the messiahship and coming out as propaganda or militarist ambitions. (the idea of a messiah was a nationalistic warrior figure, the revelation of Jesus may cause controversy)

        Time may have also been a big factor.  Three social paradigms may have been important to consider:
1.    Envy – If Jesus were to be open about his identity and his miracles it could have aroused envy.

2.    Honor -- in those times, honor was very important.  And if Jesus were to claim messiahship, he would be claiming a high level of honor as if he were taking it from others.

3.    Limited good – belief that good things are limited and finite.  Honor was a limited good.

        The healings show the most evidence of the harm caused when the divine nature of Jesus is revealed.  Jesus heals the sick, then when word gets out about his power people go to him from left and right, worshipping him for his divine powers, and not for the message he came here to preach for.

        The people begin to relate the healing powers of Jesus to the power of God, and that Jesus is fulfilling God’s promise, “the ears of the deaf will be unstopped” and “the tongue of the mute sing for joy” (Isiah 35:5-6).

        People will begin to fully understand the identity of Jesus and the Kingdom of God after the resurrection occurs.

o       A big problem in studying the gospel of Mark is that form criticism and redaction criticism have made it even clearer that every story and word of Jesus has been shaped by the eyes and hands of the early church.  What is more important however is to remember that the true messianic secret is that the identity of Jesus cannot be understood by his miracles alone, and that the Son of Man has to suffer and die, and rise from the dead before the true mystery is revealed.

