The Literary Structure of Mark’s Gospel
Motif: Journey to Jerusalem

Prologue: The beginning of the  “Gospel” (1:1-13)

I.                  In Galilee: Jesus as  the anointed Son of God proclaims the nearness of God’s kingdom in powerful words and deeds (1:14-8:26)

II.              On the Way to Jerusalem: Jesus, as God’s son is the Son of Man who must suffer die and rise again; his life is a ransom for many (8:27-10:52)

III.           In Jerusalem: Conflict of Kingdoms; farewell address of Jesus; passion, death, and resurrection (11:1-16:8)

Epilogue: The Apparitions of the Risen Christ (16:9-20)

