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Preliminary Remarks:

Today, we are saturated with text messages. Our ears are clogged with political campaign messages, ad messages, pious and sermonic messages. Maybe in this cacophony of messages, the two thousand year- old message that had changed the course of the history of world may  no longer be heard. It has been drowned, it has returned to be a voice crying out in the wilderness.

It is timely to listen once again to the message of Jesus of Nazareth, because after all, he is the person in whom we’ve put our faith and whom we call as “the friend”.  The message of this friend is abiding just like an unforgettable message of a long lost friend.

When this man Jesus had walked on earth, what was his message? The summary of the message of Jesus of Nazareth lies in Mark 1:14-15.

The Text:


14 After John had been arrested, 

Jesus came to Galilee proclaiming the gospel of God:

15 "This is the time of fulfillment. 

The kingdom of God is at hand. 

Repent, and believe in the gospel."
Analysis:

+John the Baptist arrested.

Greek word is “paradidomi” , literally “to hand over” or “to be handed over”.

This important verb is used in Mark’s Gospel to describe Jesus’ violent fate= passion and death.

For example: Mark 9:31 

"The Son of Man is to be handed over to men and they will kill him,

and three days after his death he will rise."

This is also applied to Jesus’ followers who would undergo persecutions:

"Watch out for yourselves. They will hand you over to the courts. You will be beaten in synagogues. You will be arraigned before governors and kings because of me, as a witness before them.

Ergo: Jesus’ message is intimately connected to his passion and death.

+What is the message?


“The Kingdom of God is at hand”


It is core of Jesus’ message.


The symbol that dominated his whole preaching.


The reality that gave meaning to all his activities.


Jesus did not preach about himself but the kingdom of God.


It is the summary of the Gospel.

+What is it?


--Jesus never gave a definition of “kingdom of God”.


--He illustrated its meaning by parables.


--He inaugurated its coming through his ministry (service).




Healing the sick




Casting out demons




Eating with Sinners




Defending the poor


--Saint Paul once defined the kingdom of God:

“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of food and drink, but of justice, peace, and joy in the holy Spirit; (Romans 14:17)”.
--“Thus, an era of peace, justice, harmony and proper human development” (Ian Knox).

--The reversal of all unjust oppression and suffering…” (John P. Meier)

--the transformation of the whole of creation” (John Fuellenbach, svd)

+When will it be?


“The Kingdom of God is at hand”


--The word in Greek is “eggiken”, literally “has come near”



--It means, it has begun.

--Jesus’ teachings and undying commitment and love which ended up on the cross are manifestations of the “in-breaking” of the kingdom of God.
--The kingdom of God is ALREADY!


--But the Kingdom is also “NOT YET!”



--its full realization is yet to come.



--note that Jesus taught us to pray…”your kingdom come”.


--Around us are signs that the fullness of the kingdom has not come yet:

--Human greed, hostility, war, oppression, discrimination, injustice, poverty, abuses of nature, pain, suffering, death and all other evil and death-dealing forces lurking around the world.

+What do we do?


“Repent and believe in the good news “

--“repent” --much more than “being sorrow of one’s sins”.


In Greek, “metanoia” – “change of mind/heart” 


In Hebrew, “teshuva” –complete turning back [pagbabalik-loob]


--meaning, change of one’s life-orientation in view of the kingdom of God.


--or  living out today the values of the kingdom. 



-this is the ethical dimension of the kingdom.


--the kingdom of God is simultaneously a present and future reality (a paradox). 

--thus, during our lifetime, we are constantly challenged to work for the establishment of the kingdom, which is what Jesus did.

--Like him, we try to promote justice, peace and integrity of creation, heal brokenness and alienation, live according to the law of love.

--at the same time, we must realize that we cannot bring about the kingdom on our own. It is ultimately the work of God.

Concerning “metanoia”,

Archbishop Oscar Romero, the martyr of El Salvador once wrote:


“If I want to change my world, it must begin with an urgency to change my own heart first.”

Required Reading: 

John Fuellenbach, SVD, “The Kingdom of God” in Dictionary of Fundamental Theology (see RESERVE).

