Jewish Groups at the Time of Jesus
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Pharisees - a group of influential Jews active in Palestine from 2nd century BC through 1st century AD;  they advocated and adhered to strict observance of the Sabbath rest, purity rituals, tithing, and food restrictions based on the Hebrew Scriptures and on later traditions.
Sadducees - another prominent group of Jews in Palestine from 2nd century BC through 1st century AD; they were probably smaller "elite" group, but even more influential than the Pharisees; they followed the laws of the Hebrew Bible (the Torah), but rejected newer traditions, for example, they denied the resurrection of the dead.

Essenes - a smaller group or "sect" that lived a communal "monastic" lifestyle at Qumran (near the Dead Sea) from 2nd century BC through 1st century AD; the "Dead Sea Scrolls" found in this location in 1947 are usually associated with them.
Zealots - one of several different "revolutionary" groups in the 1st century AD who opposed the Roman occupation of Israel.
High Priest, Chief Priests, Priests, and Levites - members of the tribe of Levi who were responsible for the temple and its sacrifices, and thus were the religious and social leaders of the Jewish people.

Scribes - men specially trained in writing, and thus influential as interpreters and teachers of the Law, and agents of the rulers.

Elders - the "older men" of a community who formed the ruling elite and were often members of official "councils".

