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[image: image1]    There are four Gospels namely, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 


--Other apocryphal “gospels” exist but are not recognized as inspired and canonical (not considered by the Church as sacred or as “word of God”). But they are interesting to read, like the Gospel of Thomas; or the proto-evangelium James. These apocryphal gospels can inform us of the culture and various beliefs of the early Christians.

[image: image2]    The Gospels are regarded by Christians as the core of the Scripture – they are our principal and privileged sources about Jesus.

[image: image3]    the English term, “gospel” comes from the Old English words “good spell” combined to form “godspel” = “gospel”. It means “glad tidings” or “good news” and it is a translation from the Greek, euangelion(eu = good + angelion= news). This term was first applied to the preaching of the early Church as it proclaimed Jesus’ victory over death (see, for example, Rom 1:1-4). Later on, it was applied to the life story of Jesus as composed by the evangelists (gospel writers).

[image: image4]    The “Synoptic Gospels”  are Matthew, Mark, and Luke. These three share a “common view” of Jesus (syn = “together” + optein = “to see”) in contrast to John’s Gospel which has a different view, literary style and theology.

[image: image5]    the Gospels are NOT biographies of Jesus, not a “written history of a his life”.

[image: image6]    The Gospels’ focus is  the story of Jesus’ PUBLIC activity and his passion, death and resurrection. This took one year in the Synoptoc Gospels but three years in the Gospel of John.

[image: image7]    The Gospels were originally composed in Greek, in particular,  koine Greek (Greek of the “common” people). Greek was the international language at that time as it is to English today.

[image: image8]    The events narrated in the Gospels took place around the year 29-30 A.D.

[image: image9]    The Gospels were written in the late first century c.e.

Mark around 65-70 A.D.; Matthew and Luke around 85 A.D. John 90 A.D.

[image: image10]    Between the events and the writing of the Gospels, around forty to sixty years, traditions about Jesus’ activity and teaching  were preserved through preaching (the so-called “oral tradition”)  and used to respond to problems and questions faced by the early Church.

     This is what we call as “the three stages of the formation (or writing) of the Gospels. “

 

Stage 1: Jesus’ words and works (teaching and ministry)

Stage 2: The early church, in particular the apostles, the so-called direct witnesses preached about Jesus’ words and works.



Stage 3: The evangelists put these into writing


Analyze what Luke 1:1-4 says: 

1 Since many have undertaken to set down an orderly account of the events that have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as they were handed on to us by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and servants of the word, 3 I too decided, after investigating everything carefully from the very first, to write an orderly account for you, most excellent Theophilus, 4 so that you may know the truth concerning the things about which you have been instructed.
[image: image11]    Can we then rely on the Gospels to tell us who Jesus is, since what we are reading today are the preachings of the early church and the reflections of the evangelists? 

We take our answer from Dei Verbum 19:

The evangelists’ written account present the “honest truth about Jesus”. It does not necessarily mean that their written accounts of the words and works of Jesus are entirely factual, but their picture of who Jesus is basically trustworthy. They tell us what we need to know about Jesus. In the Gospels we can hear the “voice” of Jesus and can know him as a person. Jesus behind the Gospels was a real person not a myth created by a group or fictional character in a novel (like Sisa, Maria Clara in Rizal’s Noli).

For further readings (ask the lecturer):

1) Donald Senior, CP,  “Knowing Jesus”(chapter I)  in Jesus: A Gospel Portrait (new and revised edition; Makati: St. Pauls, 1997), pp. 7-25.

2) Daniel Harrington, SJ, How to Read the Gospels (New York: New City Press, 1996), pp. 8-43).

