Adventures in Agrabah Part 8: Fatal Ransom

Nanami adjusted the books on the shelf. She had just finished
alphabetizing Presea's ever-growing collection of spell books.
This was the type of thing she did when she wasn't helping
Presea cast spells, or mix magic.
Closing the door to Presea's library, she went to the lab to
make sure everything was in order. Seeing that it was, she went
to find Presea.

Presea was in the upstairs drawing-room, writing down some
notes in a notebook. The sorceress, in her spare time, liked to
create new spells.
Presea looked up when she heard Nanami come in. "Nanami!" she
said, a bit surprised. "It's a bit late, isn't it? I thought
you'd have gone home a couple of hours ago!"
"I just got through alphabetizing your books, and cleaning up
the lab," Nanami said.
"Nanami," Presea set her work down and looked right at the
fourteen-year-old with knowing eyes. "Don't over-work yourself
just because Princess Hikaru is away. You should still be able
to have some fun. It's your summer vacation!"
"But it's so quiet and lonely without Hikaru-chan," Nanami
said. "And now, even Primera and Prince Yusuke are away, too."
"Would you like to visit the Princesses in Agrabah?" Presea
asked.
"Do you mean..." Nanami got excited.
"You've done great work for me, and been a lot of help. I
think you deserve alittle time for yourself."
"You mean it?"
"Under one condition, however," Presea smiled. "Join me for
dinner.
The two headed to the dining room to eat.

After dinner, and after Nanami said her good-byes to Presea,
she headed home. She would be leaving for Agrabah in just a
couple of days.
Nanami enjoyed living in Cosmos. It was a peaceful place with
beautiful trees and flowers, birds and butterflies and of course
fairies. Nanami's own mother was a light fairy, her father a
human. Nanami had very human features, but she possessed some
fairy magic. She also knew a great number of spells, just from
what Presea had taught her.
The sun sank down behind the trees. Nanami got alittle
nervous. She had to walk through the forest to get home. That
always made her nervous, but she did know not to wander off the
main path at night. She decided to think of Hikaru-chan. That
always made her feel better. Hikaru made just about everybody
feel good.
Nanami started down the long path through the woods. She
thought she heard something, and looked around. "Just the wind,"
she reasoned. She continued walking.
She was about to the end of the path, when a
mysterious-looking sorcerer sidestepped her.
"Nanami, is it?" he asked.
Nanami took a step backward.
"Young girls shouldn't be in the woods alone at night," he
said.
"Who are you?" Nanami demanded. She knew this man was up to no
good.
"I'm Mozenrath, ruler of the Land of the Black Sand."
Oh, no. Nanami heard through the grape vine about this
character. She waved a hand, sending magic in his direction,
attempting to blind him.
Mozenrath merely laughed. "Nice try, half-breed," he said,
"you'll have to do better than that."
Nanami started running in the other direction. She had to at
least get back to Presea's. The wise sorceress could help her.
But Mozenrath was quick on his feet, and caused vines to grow,
trapping Nanami.

Back in Agrabah, Hikaru was in the throne room with the
Sultan, Aladdin, Jasmine, Moeagaru, Yusuke, Kaze, Jinsoku, Iago,
Nyan Nyan, Genie and Abu.
"Looks like Hana-chan and Ferio-san are very happy, now,"
Hikaru was saying.
"Yes," Kaze agreed, "they're inseparable, now."
Hikaru looked at Kaze and Yusuke. They, too had been acting
pretty chummy lately, too.
"Hikaru," Yusuke said, "does the library here supply you with
good romances?"
"Oh, yes," Hikaru smiled. "They have all my favourites. I'm
reading Dierdre and Desire now."
"Didn't you read that one?" asked Aladdin, who had heard her
mention it a few weeks ago.
"Yeah," Hikaru said, "but it comes after The Taming of
Annabelle, so I had to read it again. Besides, Lord Harry Desire
is so dreamy."
"Better not let Mamoru hear you say that," Yusuke teased.
"Mamoru might BE Lord Desire, if he entered THAT world,"
Hikaru said.
The others laughed.
Suddenly, Hikaru went rigid.
"What's wrong?" Aladdin asked.
"I sense something," Hikaru said. "Something evil is in here.
Kaze and Moeagaru rushed to Hikaru in order to protect her as
a hologram of Mozenrath appeared.
"Princess Hikaru," he said, "you're looking well."
"Mozenrath!" Aladdin stepped in front of the three
princesses.
"Relax," Mozenrath said, "I only wanted to give a message to
Hikaru."
"Say what you have to and leave!" Moeagaru shouted.
"Hikaru," he said, "I've got something that belongs to you."
A magic window appeared, showing the inside of Mozenrath's
castle. Nanami was there, tied up.
"Nanami-chan!" Hikaru lunged forward, but went right through
the hologram.
Mozenrath merely laughed. "Come to my castle by sundown
tomorrow, or Nanami dies."
"That's original," Iago muttered.
"Let her go!" Hikaru shouted. "She never did anything to
you."
"But she's your friend," Mozenrath said, "and I know what
your friends mean to you. If you don't want anything to happen
to her, do as I say." He sent a charge through Nanami, causing
the girl to scream in pain. "And by the way, if you try anything
like sending your peanut gallary to come rescue her, I'll kill
her, and whoever comes in your place, on the spot. Come alone."
"Nanami-chan!" Hikaru cried. But the hologram had vanished.
Kaze and Moeagaru rushed to Hikaru.
"I guess..." Hikaru began, "I guess I have no choice."
"What are you babbling about!" Moeagaru demanded.
"There's nothing else I can do," Hikaru said. "I have to..."
"You idiot!" Moeagaru screamed. "He'll just trap you and
still kill Nanami!"
"I won't let him get me this time," Hikaru said.
"You are NOT going!" JAsmine said with unusual force in her
voice.
"Jasmine," Hikaru said solumnly. "I HAVE to. If one of my
subjects, AND closest friends needs me, it is my duty to be
there for them."
"But there's another important rule," Yusuke spoke up. "You
need to remember, Hikaru, that as the High Princess, going
headlong into a dangerous situation like this should only be
used as a last resort."
"None of you understand!" Hikaru cried. "One of my closest
friends is in danger, and you look the other way!"
"We're not looking the other way," Aladdin said. "We need to
come up with a plan. One that doesn't involve putting you in
danger."
"So put yourselves in danger instead," Hikaru said with
unusual sarcasm for her.
"Hikaru," Yusuke said, "sit down and take a breath. You're
making yourself crazy."
"But..." Hikaru calmed a bit. "he'll kill her!"
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Kaze and Moeagaru had been whispering something to each
other. Now Moeagaru approached Hikaru. "Do you still have your
disguise pen?" she asked.
Hikaru nodded. "What's that going to..."
"I'll go," Moeagaru said.

"I hate to do this kid, but go to your room." Genie said to
Hikaru.

"But Genie--" She started to argue.

"It's for your own good." He pointed a finger and the door
opened and Hikaru floated inside.

"What if Moe-Chan gets caught?" She asked, landing on her bed.

"We'll send in back up, don't worry. Al and Jas will make sure
your friend is safe." Genie replied, using magic to lock the
door.

"I know Aladdin has beat many villains, but in case you
haven't noticed Mozenrath keeps getting stronger!" Hikaru called
through the door. "I trust them," She whispered to herself. "But
what if they aren't enough this time?"

********************

Moeagaru smiled at her reflection - the image of Hikaru smiled
back. "This is so cool." She muttered, putting the disguise pen
in her pocket.

"Ready to go?" Aladdin asked. He and Jasmine were waiting on
Carpet.

"More than ready." Moeagaru made a fist, "That weirdo's gonna
be eating fire by the time I'm done."

"Just don't give yourself away too soon." Jasmine told her.
"We have to get Nanami to safety above all."

"Please make sure Hikaru doesn't try to leave." Aladdin
requested. Umi, Kaze, Hanako, Hikari and Primera all nodded.

As they took off on Carpet Jasmine held up a handful of rocks.
"What's that?" Aladdin asked, curious.

"Exploding rocks. Hikari gave them to me. They'll be the last
thing Mozenrath will suspect." She smiled brightly.

"All right." Aladdin cheered.

***********************

Mozenrath paced in front of his prisoner. The girl looked
frightened...well she should be! He gave her a cruel smile. She
had already seen a bit of what he could do.

"Just wait until your little friend comes to save you."
Mozenrath drawled. "Then she will be mine. I won't ever let her
go. And, when I can come up with the right spell, I won't have
to let her go." He laughed. "But you....oh you will not be
around to see those happy times I'm afraid."

"Why do you want Hikaru?" Nanami spat.

"So she can use her powers to rule with me. But it's NONE OF
YOUR BUSINESS!" He shot a bolt at the wimpy girl and she jerked,
racked with pain. "I don't care what it takes, I will get Hikaru
AND see Aladdin dead before I'm through." He roared.


***********************

Carpet landed on top of Mozenrath's creepy castle. It seemed
much more convenient than fighting a dozen Manluks out front.
Aladdin lowered Moeagaru (as Hikaru) down into the nearest
window. After a minute he and Jasmine followed, being as quiet
as possible.

"Ahh Hikaru." Mozenrath's voice oozed over to where Aladdin
and Jasmine hid. They couldn't see well from where they were but
they could certainly hear everything.

"Hikaru!" Nanami called. "Don't do it, please! Go, now!"
Mozenrath just blasted her again.

"Poor girl." Jasmine whispered to Aladdin, in a barely audible
tone.

"You let her go you sack of slime!" Hikaru's voice threatened.
Moeagaru was mad and was not holding back. Jasmine squeezed
Aladdin's hand, waiting for their chance to jump in.

"My dear, keep in mind who you're talking to," Mozenrath said
calmly. He shot an unexpected bolt at Moeagaru/Hikaru and barely
missed.

Aladdin and Jasmine both jumped down from the rafter they had
been hiding behind. "Give it up, you'll never win." Aladdin
said, landing neatly on both feet. As soon as Jasmine touched
ground she started firing rocks. One hit Mozenrath in the
shoulder, injuring him slightly.
Moeagaru/Hikaru took the opportunity and lunged at him, going
for his face. She only got in one hit before he threw her to the
ground and gave her an almost paralyzing shot of lightening.

Jasmine was still throwing the rocks, she aimed at Mozenrath's
feet. "Let's see you dance!" She yelled. The rocks literally
blew the wizard off his feet. He fell and rolled trying to get
out of range. Aladdin ran to untie Nanami. Jasmine held her last
rock, unsure of when to use it. She had to keep Mozenrath
stalled. Aladdin almost had Nanami free, so Jasmine took aim at
Mozenrath's head. Just before the lethal rock left her hands she
was trapped in a shocking electric bubble. Hearing his wife's
screams Aladdin turned to find himself cornered. He stood in
front of Nanami, doing his best to protect her.

"Your problem, Aladdin, is that you....have a heart."
Mozenrath sneered. He hit Aladdin with all the force he had,
sending him flying and crashing into a wall. Aladdin slumped to
the floor unconscious. "Good-bye street urchin." He laughed.

Hikaru paced in her room. She couldn't just stay there while her
friends could be in trouble. But the door was stuck fast. She
had pounded on the door, trying to get one of the others to
unlock it, but nobody would budge.
Suddenly, Iago flew in the window.
"Iago!" Hikaru had a plan. "I think you can help me."
"You are NOT leaving this room!" Iago said.
"But I have to," Hikaru said. "I don't think Aladdin, Jasmine
and Moeagaru will be enough..."
"Al's beat Mozenrath before," Iago said.
"But Mozenrath just gets stronger every time we fight him. I
think he's the devil."
"All the more reason for you to stay safe in your room."
"I can't just stay here..."
"I'll tell the others," Iago threatened.
"No," Hikaru smiled. "You're going to help me out."
"Whatever you're planning, I'm NOT going to be an accessory."
"Speaking of accessories..." Hikaru used her magic to make a
jeweled crown appear. "It's just your size."
"Bribery will get you nowhere!"
"It's too bad," Hikaru said, "I was gonna get you that
vibrating chair you wanted, too." She made a vibrating chair
appear. Iago flew to it, but she sidestepped him. "Not until you
do a simple favour for me," she said.
Minutes later, Hikaru climbed out the window, and over the
palace wall, on her way to Mozenrath's castle.

"Hikaru," It was Hanako that knocked on Hikaru's door. "Are
you in there?"
"Of course I am," came Hikaru's voice, "where else would I
be? Genie locked me in."
"You know he did it for your own good," Hanako said. "The
Five Kingdoms depend on you. It's not good for you to put
yourself in danger."
"Ok," said Hikaru's voice. "I'll stay in my room, I'm kinda
happy here, actually."
Inside Hikaru's room, Iago lounged happily on the vibrating
chair. Hikaru had even supplied him with a bunch of food, and a
couple of magazines before she left.

It didn't take Hikaru very long to reach Mozenrath's castle.
She shuddered at the general atmosphere of the place. The stars
probably didn't even shine here, for this place was well beyond
the Suzaku quadrent.
Once inside, Hikaru crept on her hands and knees. She
couldn't risk getting caught by a manluck, or that tattletale
pervert eel.
Hikaru crept in the throan room, unseen, except for maybe by
Jasmine, who was trapped in some sort of bubble. Mozenrath had
his back to her at the moment, and had Moeagaru/Hikaru.

Mozenrath chained Moeagaru/Hikaru to a throan, next to his
own.
"This is where you belong," Mozenrath said.
"Not bloody likely," Moeagaru/Hikaru said.
"Princesses as pretty as you shouldn't swear," he said,
taking a step closer.
Behind Mozenrath's throan, Hikaru waited for her oportunity.
Xerxes spotted her and flew behind the throan. Hikaru tried to
swat him away. She could swear the stupid thing was trying to
catch a glimpse down her dress.

Mozenrath was inches from Moeagaru/Hikaru. "We belong
together," he said, "you might as well surrender yourself to me
now."
"To purdition with you!" Moeagaru shouted.
Mozenrath laughed. "You're only hurting yourself by resisting
me," he said.
Moeagaru spit. Right in Mozenrath's face.
"You..." Mozenrath made ready to strike her when Xerxes flew
to him.
"Not Hikaru," he said.
"What!" Mozenrath boomed.
"She's a fake," Xerxes said.
Mozenrath shot a blast at Moeagaru, changing her to her
original form.

Hikaru was behind the throan, when she heard someone
approaching. She looked up. Mozenrath was looking right at her.

Back in Agrabah Iago snarfed down another roll. "Ahh this is the
life." He said, careful to use Hikaru's voice. He leaned back
into his custom-sized chair, ready for a nap. But someone was
knocking on the door....again.

"Yes?" He asked in Hikaru's voice.

"Hikaru, dinner will be in about an hour." Hikari said,
through the door. "We'll be having Parrot stew - as soon as we
find Iago."

"Ack!" Iago yelled in panic.

"I know you're in there, you pile of feathers." Hikari told
him. "I heard you earlier, and I knew it wasn't Hikaru. That
girl has a one track mind and I knew she'd try something. Come
out here right now."

"Uh, no thanks. I'm happier NOT being stew." The bird
abandoned his loot and flew out the window.

In the hallway Hikari sighed. "I'll deal with him later."

"Ok people, move it! We got an emergency!" Genie had turned
into a firefighter and was rushing everyone around. "Let's go!
We have people to save."

*********************

Mozenrath grabbed the real Hikaru by the wrist. "I should have
known..." He breathed in her face. Part of him wanted to hurt
her for her deception, but an even bigger part of him was
rejoicing that his greatest enemy was finally dead. He jerked
her up so she could see where Aladdin lay. "You're too late
Princess." He smiled with an evil glint in his eye. "Aladdin
already paid the ultimate price for trying to save YOUR friend.
He's dead." Mozenrath couldn't help cackling with triumph.

"No!" Jasmine shrieked.

"Oh yes." Mozenrath smiled. "Next maybe I'll put the grieving
widow out of her misery."

"You can't!" Hikaru tried to hold back tears. She could see
Jasmine was crying non-stop.

"Oh? Want little Nanami to go first?" He negotiated.
"You can save us all." Nanami said weakly.

Hikaru tried to break Mozenrath's hold on her but his hand
didn't budge. She kicked her legs frantically, hoping to connect
with him somehow.

"No use struggling." Mozenrath shook his head. "You will give
in. No friends....no hope. One down, three more to go." He shot
a look at Moeagaru. "You....you thought you had me fooled." He
zapped her with one hand, still holding onto Hikaru. His eyes
went from Moeagaru to Nanami to Jasmine. "Who should I get rid
of first?" He licked his lips with an anticipated thrill.

"I'll...I'll do whatever you say." Hikaru pleaded desperately.
"Let them go."

"I don't think you have much to bargain with Hikaru. You've
lied to me before, why should I believe you now?" His hand shot
up to her throat.
In her corner Nanami had just about gotten her loosened ropes
off. As she tried to stand Xerxes flew over to whack her with
his fin-tail. Mozenrath noticed and made chains appear to keep
her in place. "Fool! You can't escape!"

"You... got what you... orginally wanted, you monster. Aladdin
is... gone," Hikaru almost choked on the words. She struggled to
talk with the pressure on her neck. "And if you... must keep...
me, at least let... the others go free."

Suddenly lights of power appeared in the windows. Hikaru looked
up - help had arrived!

Kaze, Umi and Hanako lept in the window.
"Let her go!" Kaze shouted.
Mozenrath turned, his hold still on Hikaru. "Who's gonna stop
me?" he asked. "I've beaten you all before."
"Hello," Umi said, "we like totally kicked your butt."
"And I'm gonna like totally get rid of you and the rest of
Hikaru's pesky friends," Mozenrath said.
Umi made ready to attack.
"I have Hikaru," he said, "if you attack me, you'll get her,
too."

Genie, Hikari and Primera were busy releasing Jasmine, Nanami
and Moeagaru.
Genie tried to get Jasmine out of the electric bubble, but it
kept shocking him.
"We can't have that," Mozenrath said, zapping chains on
Genie. In doing so, he almost dropped Hikaru. He then zapped
chains on Umi, Kaze and Hanako. "You won't get away from me
again," he said to Hikaru.
"You're...the...devil..." Hikaru gasped.
"Flattery will get you nowhere, Princess," he laughed.
Hikaru reached up her now free hand, digging her nails into
Mozenrath. Mozenrath flinched a bit. Hikaru kicked him, and this
time got him right in the shin. He doubled over in pain and let
go of her. Hikaru rushed to help her friends.
She was easily able to free Jasmine, and went to help
Moeagaru.
"We'll not have anymore of that," Mozenrath said, as he
approached Hikaru.
"Spirit gun!" came a voice. Aladdin's voice! Aladdin had shot
a blast of spirit energy from one of his fingertips.
"Aladdin!" Mozenrath was furious. Aladdin had come to, and
snuck up behind Mozenrath as he advanced on Hikaru.
Mozenrath got to his feet, but not for long. Hanako had sent
her rose whip, tripping him up.
Hikaru ran to free Genie, who then zapped chains on
Mozenrath.
"I can't be beaten this easily," he said.
"Well, you were," Kaze said.

The next day, Kaze, Moeagaru, Umi, Hanako and Nanami were in
the relaxation room, talking.
"So, you'll be here for two whole weeks?" Hanako asked.
"Yes," Nanami said. "It was decided before Mozenrath captured
me."
"Hikaru will be happy to hear that," Umi said.
"Where is Hikaru anyway?" Nanami asked.
"In the library," Moeagaru said.
"Yes," Hanako said, "bribing Iago to trick us is a serious
offense. Now she has to write an essay on why she shouldn't do
that."
"And poor Iago has to stay in there with her while she writes
it," Kaze added. "He's older than Hikaru, and should have set a
better example."
Aladdin and Jasmine came into the room.
"I've got some news for you girls," Jasmine said. "An old
friend of ours, Prince Genrou from Konaan Country will be coming
to visit."
"Genrou?" Moeagaru did not look happy.
"You know him?" Aladdin asked.
"Not fondly, I'm afraid," Moeagaru said.

