Adventures in Agrabah - Part 7 - Hanako In Love

"Hikaru, don't slurp," Jasmine said, during 

Princess Lessons
one afternoon.
"Sorry," Hikaru said. "I'm trying to cool 

it off."
"There's a way to do it without making 

noise. Do it the way I
taught you."
Moeagaru belched.
"Moeagaru," Jasmine said reproachfully.
Jasmine looked at a nearby clock. "You're 

dismissed. Hikaru,
I need to see you."
After the others left, Jasmine shut the 

door.
"I didn't mean to slurp," Hikaru said, "

and Moeagaru
belched..."
"I'm not going to scold you," Jasmine 

assured her. "I need to
talk with you about your training. Hikari, 

Genie, Aladdin and I
talked it over, and it was decided that I 

would teach you
archery. It's important that you know how to 

use weapons, in
case you have to fight without magic."
Hikaru nodded.
"We'll start on Saturdays, along with your 

other Saturday
Morning training."
"I think I should like archery better than 

sword fighting,"
Hikaru said. "As long as..." she hesitated. 

"I won't have to aim
at you, will I?"
Jasmine just laughed.

Later that day, Hikaru sat with Mamoru out 

in the garden. She
sat in his arms, with her head on his chest.
"It's so nice to just kick back and 

relax," she said. "With
all the battles lately, training is a breeze

."
"You and the others have been through a 

lot," Mamoru agreed.
"My goal is to rid the universe of evil, 

so other people can
have peaceful days like today, every day of 

their lives."
Hanako and Ferio came out. Ferio was 

carrying an armload of
books.
"Hana-chan! Ferio-san!" Hikaru waved to 

them. "Mamo-chan and
I are going to the market a bit later, you 

guys want to come?"
"Actually," Hanako said, "Ferio and I have 

plans of our own.
We're working on this project together, and 

we have to do a lot
of research first.
"Ooh! What's the project?" Hikaru looked 

interested.
"It's top secret for now," Ferio said, "

but we'll let you and
everyone else see it when it's completed."
"Mamo-chan," Hikaru said, standing up, and 

taking Mamoru by
the arm. "We better get to the market place. 

Sadira-san will be
waiting for us." The two headed off.
Sadira wasn't actually due for another 

twenty minutes, but
Hikaru wanted to leave Ferio and Hanako 

alone. She had seen
sparks between them lately, but nothing had 

come of it yet.

"I think Hana-chan and Ferio-san like each 

other," Hikaru
told Sadira and Mamoru later at the market.
"What makes you say that?" MAmoru asked.
"Don't you see the way they look at each 

other? They both
care a great deal for each other, but are too 

shy to admit it."
"Hikaru, you have that look in your eyes 

again," Mamoru said.
"Are you up to something?"
"I just think that if someone doesn't help 

them along, they
might not ever get together," Hikaru said.
"You can't push these things into 

happening," Sadira said.
"You don't want to scare them off."
"I wasn't talking about pushing," Hikaru 

said. "But I might
at least see if I'm right."
"How are you going to do that?" Mamoru 

asked. "I can talk to
HAna-chan, at least," Hikaru said. "I'll have 

to be subtle about
it, though."

Later that afternoon Jasmine was on her way 

outside with Rajah
when she saw Ferio and Hanako come in. Hanako 

told Ferio
something then started up the stairs. Jasmine 

quickly positioned
herself and Rajah just out of sight. She 

could see Ferio watch
Hanako go. His expression was unmistakable. 

It reminded Jasmine
a little of how Aladdin looked at her.

***********************

Half an hour later Jasmine was talking to 

Aladdin in the throne
room when Hikaru skipped in. "Well don't you 

look happy?"
Aladdin said.

Hikaru smiled. "I'm having a good day." She 

explained. She
looked around, "Hey, where's Genie?"

At that cue Genie popped in with a cloud of 

smoke. "Got a
question?"

"Actually I was hoping to talk to all three 

of you." Hikaru
said. "Have any of you noticed Hanako and 

Ferio?"

"I have. They're sweet." Jasmine nodded.

"Noticed what?" Aladdin and Genie chorused.

"They obviously care about each other." 

Jasmine said
pointedly.

"Hmm, I have seen some goo-goo eyes." Genie 

admitted.

"And he has been helping Hanako study quite 

a bit." Aladdin
added with a knowing smile.

"Ok then, we all know it, but they don't 

seem to." Hikaru
stated. "How can we get them to ...be less 

shy about it?"

"Have they ever been on a date?" Jasmine 

asked.

"No.. I don't think so." Hikaru replied.

"That's it! We can set up a romantic date." 

Aladdin jumped up,
now excited about the idea. "If they don't 

confess some feelings
on date they won't get a better chance."

"Yeah...moon light, flowers..." Genie 

listed things on his
fingers.

"Fireworks." Jasmine's smile grew wider.

"And don't forget music. I think we can 

some up with something
very special." Aladdin told Hikaru.

Hikaru clapped happily. "Great! Thanks!"

***********************

Aladdin and Jasmine were putting the 

finishing touches on their
date plan for Hanako. They had just about 

everything covered.
Now all they had to do was go get Hanako and 

Ferio. Just then
they heard Primera yelling. "I....AM....A

....FAIRY!"

"Uh oh." Aladdin laughed. "Rasul's done it 

again."

"I wonder if he knows the other guards are 

laughing behind his
back." Jasmine mused.

"If he did he'd have killed them by now." 

The pair turned to
see what kind of fool Rasul was making of 

himself now. Aladdin
doubled over. "A....poodle! hahahaha!"

"Aww, a cute brown poodle." Jasmine bent 

down to pick Rasul
up. She held the puppy for a minute then 

gasped. "Wow, Primera
was mad this time."

"What do you mean?" Aladdin asked when he 

stopped laughing
long enough.

"This pup's a girl!" Jasmine giggled, 

letting the dog down.
Hikaru walked down a hall when she heard 

her name mentioned,
then a chorus of laughter. She stopped by a 

room, where the
guards were talking.
"Yes, Princess Hikaru is tougher than 

Rasul," one of them
said.
"She doesn't even have to use any powers 

to be, either," said
another.
"Yes, fair hair and blue eyes are more 

threatening than a
guard in a wedding dress," said a third.
"I'm waiting for the day when he calls 

Primera a sprite right
as he has to catch a thief."
"Stop thief!" they all said in unison, 

using their most
feminine voices."
Hikaru laughed at this. "Don't let Rasul-

san hear you talking
like that," she warned them. They looked up.
"What does that fairy friend of yours have 

against sprites
anyway?" one of them asked.
"She is extremely prejudiced against 

them," Hikaru answered.
"When she was in school, there was a clique 

that you couldn't be
a part of unless you were a sprite. They 

weren't very nice
girls, either. Primera-chan was the target of 

one of their
childish games...they spread a vicious rumour 

about her...and
she hasn't exactly gotten over that. She was 

always at odds with
the group, especially the ring leader. This, 

at least is what
Hikari-sama told me. Well, I must be going. 

I'm needed
downstairs." Hikaru rushed off.

Downstairs, Hikaru found Aladdin and 

Jasmine with a poodle.
"Awwww! How cute!" Hikaru said, picking up 

the poodle. She
started stroking its fur. Then she held it up 

to examine it. "I
think it would be cuter with some ribbons." 

She used her magic
to make a couple of pink bows appear in the 

dog's fur.
"Um...Hikaru," Jasmine said.
Aladdin was doubled over laughing.
"YEah?" Hikaru said.
"That's Rasul," Jasmine said.
"Oh, no wonder I sensed magic. Well, he 

makes a
cute...girl...poodle."
Primera came in and tapped Rasul. He was 

still wearing the
ribbons.
Aladdin and Hikaru were both doubled over 

laughing. Hikaru
was laughing so hard, she couldn't make the 

ribbons disappear.
"What's so funny?" Rasul demanded.
"Nothing," Hikaru said, finally gaining 

control and making
the ribbons disappear. "Except, I'm gonna be 

perfectly honest
with you. If you didn't have so many rocks in 

your head, then
you would stop calling Primera a sprite."
"Listen here!" Rasul snapped. "I'll say 

what I want, I don't
have to answer to some dumb sprite!"
"Some...dumb...that's it!" Primera tapped 

Rasul again. This
time, he had blonde curls, and was wearing a 

fancy dress.
Rasul started dancing and singing "Good 

Ship Lollypop."
"He can't even sing good," Hikaru 

whispered to Aladdin.
"Primera, turn him off!"
"Oops," Primera said, tapping Rasul. He 

transformed back and
left the room in a huff.
"He needs a girlfriend," Hikaru whispered.
"You mean a boyfriend," Aladdin laughed.
Hikaru giggled.
"Alright, you two," Jasmine said, trying 

not to laugh. "We
don't have a lot of time."
"Ah, yes," Hikaru said. "Aladdin, you go 

get Ferio-san, and
JAsmine-sama and I will get Hana-chan."

Hanako was in the library studying, when 

Hikaru and Jasmine
came in.
"Hana-chan," Hikaru rushed to her friend. 

"You better eat
something. You've been studying an awful lot. 

You need
nourishment. Come on!" Hikaru took her friend 

by the hand.

Upstairs, Iago, Jinsoku, Moeagaru, Abu and 

Nyan Nyan were
playing cards and eating fruit.
"Hey rabbit!" Iago shouted at Jinsoku, "

stop hogging the
grapes!"
"You've eaten more than I have," Jinsoku 

protested. "They're
not just yours, brat!"
"Yeah, because you're eating them all!" 

Iago said.
"Iago!" Moeagaru yelled.
"What!" Iago yelled back.
"I only said your name three times!"
"You did not!" Iago said.
"Did too!"
"Did not!"
"DID TOO!"
"DID NOT...INFINITY!"
"She did too," Nyan Nyan said, "it's your 

turn!"
"Fine! Abu! Do you have any aces?"
Abu chattered.
Iago flew over to Abu. "You're lying! I 

see three in your
hand!"
Abu chattered again.
"A likely story!"
"Iago!" Nyan Nyan shouted, "Stop looking 

at people's cards!"
"But the monkey always cheats!"
"Looking at cards is cheating, too," Nyan 

Nyan pointed out.
"Yeah!" Moeagaru agreed.
Jinsoku had finished all the grapes by 

this time.
"Hey!" Iago flapped over to the rabbit. "I 

told you not to
hog the grapes!"
"You ate the most, so don't complain," 

Moeagaru said.
"Don't complain!" Iago said in her voice.
"Stop that!" Moeagaru snapped.
"Stop that!" Iago repeated.
Iago was after Jinsoku, Moeagaru and Nyan 

Nyan were after
Iago and Abu looked at everybody's cards 

while they were chasing
each other.

In her bedroom, Kaze read the letter that 

Prince Yusuke had
sent her. They had kept in contact throughout 

her time in
Agrabah. She missed the time they spent 

together back home. He
couldn't fly, but he did have a horse that 

could.
The letter said that he would be coming to 

Agrabah soon.
Totosai, as a reward for all his assistance, 

had given Yusuke
some vacation time. Kaze knew that Hikaru 

would be happy to hear
this, but Kaze, herself was thrilled.
Suddenly, Kaze heard a commotion outside 

her door. She got up
to check out the scene. She opened her door, 

to see Jinsoku,
Iago, Nyan Nyan and Moeagaru run past. She 

caught up with her
kitty friend.
"What's going on?" she asked.
"Iago's repeating Moe-chan again," Nyan 

Nyan said.
Kaze decided to join in the fun and flew 

after the bird.

Umi and Lantis sat in the throne room with 

the sultan. He was
playing with some of his toys, making a 

chariot speedway to race
on.
"Have you collected toys a long time, Your 

Magesty?" Lantis
asked.
"Oh, yes," the Sultan said. "It's so 

relaxing to play with
them."
"Hikaru-chan has a lot of toys at home," 

Umi said. "She's
mostly into animal figurines. Particularly 

unicorns and
rabbits."
"I know," said the Sultan, "she gave me 

that unicorn figure
over there." He pointed to a gold figure of a 

unicorn with
sapphires for eyes, and amethyst decorations 

on it's hip. "Where
is Hikaru now? Her company is always a 

pleasure."
"Trying to make two people fall in love," 

Umi smiled.
"That seems to be her hobby aside from 

reading romances,"
Lantis laughed.
"Maybe it's because she reads them," Umi 

giggled.

Hanako and Ferio entered the room 

together.
"Ferio-san!" Hanako said a bit shyly.
"You look lovely tonight," Ferio said.
"I think I'm going to go visit His 

Magesty," Hikaru said.
"Al, Jas, you're coming with me."
The three left the room, leaving Hanako 

and Ferio alone.

Outside, a demonic spirit by the name of 

Kumori-Kuro watched
the happy couple. So, Princess Hanako had 

actually chosen that
wimpy gardener over him. Since Kumori-Kuro 

was in shrub form, he
went unnoticed by his adversaries, and sat 

watching Hanako and
Ferio. To have the Princess of Fresia reject 

him was bad enough,
but Ferio was a mere gardener; not a prince, 

a duke, a Lord or a
knight. Just a common gardener. What did 

Hanako see in him?
Not too long ago, a certain wizard by the 

name of Mozenrath
had sought the tree demon's help in finding 

the right spell to
ensure that the High Princess Hikaru would be 

his forever. When
Mozenrath mentioned the Flower of Eternal 

Sleep, Kumori-Kuro
knew just what plant to supply. He had given 

the wizard a plant
called the Damashi Herb, with instructions on 

how to make a
potion that would counteract the effects of 

the Damashi Herb.
Kumori-Kuro was unsure of how Mozenrath 

faired with the plant,
but he had to assume either the wizard had 

not yet used it, or
somebody had foiled his plan. Kumori-Kuro, 

like many other
villains, knew all too well about pesky 

heroes and their knack
for getting in the way.
Kumori-Kuro continued to watch the scene 

in the dining room,
ready to make his move. THe sooner, the 

better. Watching them
was making him sick.
"Oh, I'm so attracted to you, too," he he 

mocked Ferio. What
an unbearable geek! Hanako was much too good 

for him.

"I guess I thought a princess could never 

be attracted to
me," Ferio was saying to Hanako.
"But look at Umi and LAntis," Hanako told 

him. "HE's a
sailor, yet Umi fell in love with him. Or, 

what about Aladdin?
Years ago, he lived on the streets, and now 

he's married to a
princess."
"You have a point," Ferio agreed. "But 

still, I feel like the
luckiest man in all the world."
"That's so--" Hanako was cut off by the 

sound of a crash. The
two whirled around to see a series of vines 

pour into the window
and grab Hanako.
"Hanako!" Ferio cried.
"Hanako, Darling!" Kumori-Kuro said, as he 

came into the
window. He was now in human form, tall and 

slender with hair as
dark green as a dark forest. "You didn't tell 

me you'd be in
Agrabah. I might have visited sooner."
"She didn't want to tip you off," Ferio 

said through clenched
teeth.
"Be quiet, commoner," Kumori-Kuro snapped, 

knocking Ferio to
the ground. "What a wimp! You can't even 

protect your own
girlfriend." The tree domon turned to Hanako. 

"Princess, you're
wasting your time with this loser."
"He's not a loser!" Hanako shouted.
Just then, Iago, Jinsoku, Nyan Nyan, 

Moeagaru and Kaze burst
into the room.
"Those were my grapes!" Iago was shouting.
"Come back here, you insolent bird!" 

Moeagaru shouted. Then
all five froze at the sight of Kumori-Kuro.
"I thought Rasoul was going to take care 

of that weed
problem," Moeagaru quipped.
"Ah, the fire bug," Kumori-Kuro said, 

looking at Moeagaru
with an evil eye. He did not like the fire 

princess at all.
"You'll not get in my way this time."
"Let Hanako go, and I won't have to show 

you what a fire bug
can do," Moeagaru retorted, ready to send her 

strongest
fireballs at this creep.
"Oh, that won't be necessary," Kumori-Kuro 

smiled. Then, with
a wave of his hand, he sent a swarm of little 

seedlings at his
foes. The seedlings grew into vines, trapping 

the do-gooders.
"Let them go!" Aladdin ordered, coming 

into the room with a
sword. With a few quick moves, he sliced 

right through
Kumori-Kuro, and freed everybody.
"Wow!" Kaze breathed. "That was--" The 

wind princess stopped
mid-sentence as Kumori-Kuro rose up from the 

ground.
"Foolish mortal!" Kumori-Kuro laughed. "

It's going to take
more than a pathetic sword to stop me. My 

life line is in the
Demonic Forest, and is guarded by some of the 

best demons in all
the forest! Many have tried to destroy it, 

and many have failed.
You'll never stop me!" The demon produced 

another series of
vines, wrapping most around Aladdin and the 

others, and one
around Hanako. "Watch and learn, Princess," 

he said to Hanako,
"this is my favourite part of the whole game

." With a single
tug, the vines around the others began to 

tighten, strangling
the captors. "In just a few seconds, you'll 

be mine for--"
Suddenly, Kumori-Kuro was cut off, as the 

vines began to grow
limp. "What the--" A series of flowers had 

sprung up, apparently
taking up the neutrients that the vines 

needed. Everybody looked
at Ferio, who had somehow used mental power 

to make those
flowers grow.
"Flowers generally are pleasant to look 

at," he said, "but
they require food as well. Without enough 

neutrients to support
both the vines and the flowers, the vines 

couldn't survive."
"But I should have easily been able to 

take the neutrients
away from your sissy flowers," Kumori-Kuro 

protested.
"Maybe," Ferio said, "but my foliage has 

something yours
doesn't."
"That's right," Kaze said, realizing it 

all had to make
sense. "You conjured your flowers with love 

for Hanako, and
everybody knows that love wins over all 

adversity."
"This isn't over!" Kumori-Kuro raged, as 

he retreated. Ferio
and Hanako combined their power, making 

flowers grow frum the
evil demon, thus, draining his energy.

"We make a great team," Ferio said to 

Hanako, later.
"You were wonderful," Hanako agreed. The 

two were walking
down the hall, when they heard Hikaru's 

delighted squeal.
Rushing to the stairs, they saw why Hikaru 

was so excited.
Yusuke had arrived. Kaze and Hikaru were 

there to greet him.

"It's good to see you, Big Brother!" 

Hikaru smiled. She
looked up at the stairs to see that Hanako 

and Ferio were
holding hands and smiling at each other. 

Hikaru couldn't be
happier for her friends. IT was always a 

thrill for the young
Soldier of Love to see people get together.

