Adventures in Agrabah Part 6: The Damashi Herb

Hanako was sitting in the library studying. It was Saturday
afternoon, and Hikaru had just finished up her training.
It seemed, if that were indeed possible, that Hanako spent a
lot more time studying lately. It had been two weeks since
Mozenrath posed as Prince Jedeite and captured Hikaru. Things
had been pretty peaceful, if you could call it that. Iago and
Moeagaru still bickered with each other, when Iago wasn't
bickering with Jinsoku or Nyan Nyan. Primera still made Rasul
act rediculous every time he called that fairy a sprite. And
Hikaru and Aladdin always got a good laugh from it. Last week,
Rasul even asked Hikaru whether she was a princess or a hyena,
so Primera turned him into a hyena.
Yep, things were pretty much back to normal. But Hanako
wanted to be prepared next time there was an attack. It was up
to her, Moeagaru, KAze and Umi to protect Hikaru. All their
powers had evolved, except for Hanako's. Hanako tried not to
worry, but she couldn't help wondering what if Hikaru was in
danger again, and it was left up to her, Princess Hanako, to
save her?
"Hana-chan!" Hikaru had come into the library. "You've been
in there for two hours! It's Saturday! Are you really gonna
study all day?"
"I have to," Hanako said. "I really do have a lot to learn."
"But Hana-chan, you're the smartest one of us!"
"Well, I feel like there's more...more I could learn, more I
could do."
Hikaru sensed that her friend was troubled. "What's wrong,
Hana-chan?"
"I know we've had two weeks without any serious threats,"
Hanako began.
Hikaru nodded. "It's been a fun two weeks. Would be funner if
I didn't have to train on Saturday mornings, but..."
Hanako continued. "You, Kaze, Moeagaru and Umi all have
stronger powers, now. But mine have yet to evolve. It's my sworn
duty to protect you, Princess, and if it's up to me to save you,
but my powers haven't evolved..."
"Don't worry, Hana-chan. You will have your moment. That's
how it happened with the rest of us. It will happen when it's
crutial. I have faith in you, Hana-chan. Now, I came in here
because Jasmine, Jinsoku, Sadira and I are going to the Market.
I wanted to see if you'd join us."
"Hikaru," Jasmine poked her head in the library. "We're ready
to go."
"Tell Hanako she needs to take a break from studying," Hikaru
said.
"Hanako," Jasmine said. "Why don't you join us?"
Reluctantly, Hanako put her book down, and joined her
friends.

At the market, the group walked down the rows of vendors.
Hanako was telling Jasmine, Sadira, Jinsoku and Hikaru about the
different exotic plants that grew in Fresia.
"Hanako knows all sorts of things about plants," Hikaru said.
"hanako means 'little flower.'"
"What does 'Hikaru' mean?" Sadira wanted to know.
"To sparkle, or stand out."
Sadira and Jasmine exchanged knowing smiles.
"Ooh!" Hikaru pointed. "I never saw that vendor here before!"
She rushed to a cart, where a man was selling all kinds of
flowers. The others followed after her.
"Good afternoon, ladies," the vendor said to the four.
"Good afternoon," Hikaru said. "You've got such lovely
flowers here."
"They don't even compare to your beauty," the vendor said.
"In fact, I have one here that you might like." HE pulled out a
pink and white flower. The pink blended into the white just
right.
"Kawaii!" Hikaru said in awe.
"It's called the hanasaki blossom," the man said. "These
special flowers garuntee a happy future."
"Flower of destiny," Hikaru translated.
"Yes, that's right."
"I'm from Cosmos," Hikaru explained. "Our language is
Japanese."
"You speak this country's language so well," said the vendor.
"You can thank my governess for that," Hikaru laughed. "How
much are you asking for that flower? It's so pretty, and even in
my favourite colours."
The man looked into Hikaru's eyes. "I'll let you have it for
half-price," he said, "since your eyes sparkle like sapphires."
Hanako stood with the others. "Something isn't right," she
told them.
"What do you mean?" Sadira asked.
"That's not a hanasaki blossom," she explained. "hanasaki
blossoms are silver. That's...Hikaru! NO!" It was too late.
Hikaru had already breathed in the fragrance of the flower, and
fell to the ground.
The vendor laughed evilly, before turning into Mozenrath.
"Mozenrath!" Jasmine shouted. "What did you do to Hikaru!"
"She'll be ok," he said, approaching the sleeping princess,
"when I get through with her."
Hanako made the earth rise up under Mozenrath. He simply lept
down closer to Hikaru.
"Rose whip!" she shouted, sending out her thorny whip.
Mozenrath caught it with his hand, but it didn't make a
scratch. He pulled Hanako up by it and threw her out of the way.
Jasmine lunged at him, trying to keep him away from Hikaru,
but he shot a blast of energy, knocking her backward.
Sadira took action, this time, creating a wall of sand
between Mozenrath and Hikaru. Then she raced toward Hikaru.
"I can do that, too," Mozenrath said, as he rose up over the
wall, and created a wall in Sadira's path. Then he scooped up
Hikaru and disappeared with her.

Sadira helped Jasmine up. They stared at the spot where Hikaru
had been. "I can't believe he tricked her so easily." Jasmine
fumed. What was with Mozenrath lately? All he seemed to care
about was taking Hikaru.

"Let's get back to the Palace." Hanako said.

"But....aren't we going after them?" Sadira questioned.

"We need to get the others." Jasmine stated.

"And learn more about that plant." Hanako added.

"I hope Hikaru is all right." Jinsoku worried, hopping around
in a circle.

*************************

Back at the Palace everyone gathered in the library. Hanako held
up one of her plant books and pointed out the Flower of Eternal
Sleep.

"So, what will snap her out of it?" Iago pressed.

"Only two antidotes are known....true love's kiss, or a
counteractive plant." Hanako replied, studying the page.

"Ugh not another kiss spell. Why is it always kissing?" Iago
made a face.

"Because that's romantic." Sadira answered.

"Yeah, so shut up bird." Moeagaru added.

"We need to get Mamoru here, quick." Aladdin spoke up. "If
anyone can help her, it will be him."

"Hikari," Jasmine turned to the fairy. "Could you please find
him? Tell him the danger Hikaru is in."

"Of course." Hikari took off, flying out a window and up into
the sky.

*************************

As soon as Hikari came back with Mamoru the group started to
work out a plan. "First, we need to find Hikaru." Aladdin said.
"How much ya wanna bet wizard boy took her home?" Iago asked
in a bored tone.

"We all know villains are redundant...but surely he's smarter
than that." Genie shrugged.

Umi got out her mirror. "I know one way to find out for sure."
She held it up high and asked to see Hikaru. With a flash the
magic mirror showed a peaceful Hikaru asleep in the sand.

"Oh great, SAND. That could be anywhere!" Iago complained.

"Wait..." Umi held up her free hand. The picture in the mirror
expanded to show water and palm trees.

"An Island." Hanako deducted. "He took her to some island."

"Let's go find her." Mamoru said, ready for action.

"But there's gotta be at least 10 islands around here....how
do we know which one?" Aladdin asked.

"Aladdin," Jasmine said, putting a hand lightly on his
shoulder. "You said Hikaru can speak to you, inside your head.
Try to contact her now."

"Okay, I'll try." Aladdin concentrated hard, picturing Hikaru
and thinking very clearly of what he wanted to say. He wasn't
sure how this was done, but nothing seemed to be happening. No
response at all. He shook his head sadly at the group.

"Maybe it can't work if Hikaru is unconscious." Kaze
suggested.

"Looks like we'll just have to search every island until we
find her." Genie said, turning into a blood hound and sniffing
the area.

Mozenrath brought Hikaru to an island, seemingly in the middle
of nowhere. This would be the perfect place to awaken the
Princess. She would be the same Hikaru, but she would be in love
with him. and believe anything he said. He would be unstopable.
About a week and a half ago, Mozenrath had learned of the
Flower of Eternal Sleep, and the loophole in its cure. For
centuries, the only known cure was the kiss of true love. At
first, Mozenrath dismissed the plant, deeming it useless as a
method of capturing Hikaru. But upon further research, he had
discovered a very hard-to-find herb called the damashi herb.
"The damashi herb, and the flower of eternal sleep are the
key to my plan," he had said. He had then posed as an exotic
flower vendor. Luering Hikaru was simple. He knew her
infatuation with pretty things. That was simple enough.
Hypnotizing her for just a couple of moments, was even simpler.
Mozenrath pulled out a small vial. "All I need to do is drink
this potion, made with the damashi herb. Then my kiss will
awaken Hikaru." He tossed back the liquid, and then belched.
Then he approached the sleeping Princess. "I hope you've had a
pleasant sleep," he said to her. "When you awaken, it will be to
a life with me."
Mozenrath took Hikaru into his arms, and kissed her on the
lips. Her eyes fluttered, then opened. When she saw Mozenrath,
she smiled. "Mozenrath..." she said.

"And where do you suggest we start looking, genious?" Iago
asked sarcastically. "Let's just knock on everybody's door and
ask them..."
"Let's just run our mouths and she'll hear us and come
running," Moeagaru interupted.
"Arguing isn't going to find her either," JAsmine said.
"Jasmine's right," Aladdin agreed. "We need to come up with a
plan. Umi, can you see anything else on that island?"
Umi snapped her fingers in the air. "Celine!" she cried.
"This isn't about Celine, it's about..." Iago began.
Moeagaru clamped Iago's beak shut. "What does Celine have to
do with this?" she asked.
"Well, we all must have one brain between us. Hikaru is on an
island, right?"
The others nodded.
"And an island is surrounded by the sea, right?"
"We could talk to Celine and see if she can help!" Kaze
caught on.
"Yes," Jasmine said, "she was very grateful to Hikaru for
healing her."
"All we've got to do is go to the spot where we vacationed
at," Umi said. "Her kingdom is very close by there."

Once at the beach, Umi transformed into her mermaid form, and
swam as fast as she could to find Celine.
It didn't take Umi long to find Celine. She was at a popular
undersea hang-out. Umi spotted her immediately at a table with
Serena, and a mer-boy with a blue tail, dark hair, and blue
eyes.
Umi approached Celine.
"Hi, Umi!" Serena said.
"Hey," Umi waved cordially. "Who's your friend?" she gestured
to the mer-boy.
"Oh, this is Seth," Celine said, "we've known each other for
years."
Umi and Seth shook hands.
"Would you like a drink?" Serena asked Umi.
"I'm afraid I don't have time to stay long," Umi said,
looking solumn. "I need Celine's help."
"is everything ok?" Celine asked.
"I'm afraid not," Umi said. "Hikaru's in trouble." Umi filled
them in.

The four swam back to Celine's room, as fast as they could.
"I think I can find her exact location," Celine explained. Using
her magic, she pulled up a picture of the island where Mozenrath
had taken Hikaru. "That's not too far from here," she said.
"Who's that guy with her?" Serena asked. "He's kind of cute,
but he looks awfully mean."
Umi gagged at the idea of anyone saying Mozenrath was cute.
She hadn't really thought about that. He was just a sadistic
psychopath to her. She filled Celine, Serena and Seth in on
Mozenrath, on his grudge against Aladdin, and on his new
obsession with the High Princess Hikaru.
"Why is he so obsessed?" Celine asked. "Can't handle
rejection?"
"I think it has more to do with Hikaru's strong powers. I
think he would like to use them for his own gain."
"He does look dangerous," Serena admitted.
"You just said he was cute," Celine teased.
"That doesn't mean I'm gonna go marry him," Serena said.
Celine produced a map and handed it to Umi. "This will lead
you directly to your friend. If you need anything, don't
hesitate to stop by again."
"Yes," Serena added. "Hikaru has done more than enough for
both of us. If there's anything we can do to help save her, let
us know."
"Thank you," Umi said. "You've already helped a lot."
Umi swam off to meet her other friends.

"Did Celine help?" Aladdin asked.
"She gave me a map," Umi said, holding up the map and
unrolling it.
The others gathered around and studied the map. "It looks
like we weren't far off," Genie observed.
The group of heroes sped as fast as they could to the island.

They spotted Mozenrath right away.
"Well, if it isn't the streetrat and his fan club," Mozenrath
said smugly.
"Let Hikaru go!" Aladdin said. "We know you have her.
"I won't lie," Mozenrath said. "She is here. But I think she
likes it here."
"You ARE lying!" Jasmine said defiantly. "Hikaru can't stand
you!"
"I think Hikaru can speak for herself," Mozenrath said.
"Hikaru!"
Hikaru emerged, dressed in her gold battle armour. "Yes, my
love?" she said.
The others were taken aback. Iago looked like he was about to
throw up.
"You seem to have some visitors," Mozenrath said. "Would you
like to leave with them?"
"Why would I do that?" Hikaru asked. "I don't even know them.
And besides, I'd rather stay here with you."
"Hikaru-chan..." Mamoru rushed to her, but she stopped him.
"Don't get so familiar with me," she said.
"You son of a jackle!" Aladdin advanced on Mozenrath, "you
put a spell on her!"
Hikaru jumped between them. "Don't you dare lay a hand on
him!" she cried.
Aladdin used this oportunity to get a look at Hikaru's eyes.
They were glazed over and vacant. She WAS under a spell.
Mozenrath stepped out from behind Hikaru. "You see?" he said.
"She's desparately in love with me now. I'm afraid you'll have
to go without her."
"We're not going anywhere without her!" Jasmine said.
"Have it your way," Mozenrath said. "Hikaru, kill them. Every
last one. Start with that one." He gestured to Aladdin.
Hikaru felt a stab of pain in her heart. She winced a bit,
but used her magic to make a sword appear and advanced on
Aladdin. Jasmine tried to stop her, but Hikaru shouted "super
kick!" kicking Jasmine out of the way.
"Hikaru!" Aladdin pleaded with her, "this isn't you!"
Mozenrath just stood back, enjoying the scene.
Hikaru was just inches away from Aladdin with the sword, when
suddenly, a gust of wind blew by, swallowing everybody up in it.
In minutes, Hikaru and Mozenrath were the only ones left on the
island.
Hikaru felt the same stab of pain, but she couldn't explain
it. She had felt fine until that group of strangers came. Now,
it was as if her heart was breaking. But that couldn't be the
case. She still had Mozenrath.


Kaze's wind carried the group all the way back to Agrabah.
Inside the Palace Aladdin checked to see if everyone was all
right. He couldn't believe they way Hikaru had acted...she was
indeed under a spell. But what spell was strong enough to turn
her against her friends.

"Al!" Genie called in a sharp urgent tone. Aladdin turned to
see Jasmine on the ground. She was laying on her back,
unconscious. Aladdin ran to his wife and Kaze, Hikari, and
Moeagaru followed. The others looked on from a short distance,
almost afraid to move.

"What's wrong with her?" Aladdin asked, slowly elevating
Jasmine's head in his lap.

"It must have been Hikaru's super kick." Moeagaru said,
concern in her voice.

"She probably broke some of Jasmine's ribs!" Kaze added. She
kneeled down by the Princess of Agrabah.

"Is she dead?" Iago asked, trying to see over the small crowd
surrounding Jasmine.

"No!" Aladdin snapped. Jasmine was still breathing. Just then
her eyes opened a little and she moaned in pain.

"We have to help her." Hanako said, thinking fast. "Hikari,
can you heal her?"

"I can and I will." The fairy agreed, flying over. Everyone
stood back as she sprinkled her magic on Jasmine. They all held
their breath, waiting to see if it was enough.

"It worked!" Aladdin cried as Jasmine sat up. He gently helped
her to her feet and gave her a big kiss.

Iago tried to be inconspicuous, wiping away a tear. Umi looked
at him and smiled. "What? Hey I just had some sand in my
eye....happens all the time."

"Sure..." Umi rolled her eyes, then went over to hug Jasmine.
It turned out to be a group hug, along with the other Princesses
and Sadira.

"Thank goodness you're ok now." Sadira said.

"I'm going to the library. I have a lot to figure out." Hanako
announced. Then she turned and hurried away.

*************************

While the others worked on another plan of attack Hanako stayed
in the library for hours.
"I hope Hanako finds something useful." Mamoru sighed. It was
painful to watch the minutes and hours go by knowing his love
was being tricked and held by a madman.

"I'm sure she will. That's one very smart girl at work in
there." Jasmine told him.

"I say we crash that island and kick some butt. We'll just
make Hikaru come back." Moeagaru suggested.

"No, she would only fight us, and you know how strong she is.
Someone else will end up getting hurt." Umi pointed out.

"Right, we have to have a way to break the spell and free
Hikaru." Aladdin said.

"I think I've got it!" Hanako said, bursting out of the
library. "I researched the herb and the spell Mozenrath must
have used. It turns out the only cure to break that love spell
is a kiss from Hikaru's real love." All eyes went to Mamoru.

"Good luck with that one." Iago muttered.

"For once, the bird has a point." Genie nodded. "It'll be
awfully hard for any of us to even get close to her."

"So...what can we do?" Jasmine wanted to know.

"We have to fight her." Kaze said in a solemn tone. No one
looked happy at that thought.

"We'll have to be careful." Aladdin instructed. "We need to
slow her down without hurting her. Here's the plan..."

***********************

The group once again went to the island. Only this time they had
a little back up. Celine had agreed to watch and jump in if
necessary. Once on the island Aladdin looked around for Hikaru.
This would be tricky, but if they all worked together it just
might work. "There" Aladdin whispered, letting everyone know he
spotted Hikaru. She was with Mozenrath, of course.
"Ick, they look glued at the hip." Jasmine said with a curled
up lip.

"We're gonna fix that." Mamoru promised.

Mozenrath and Hikaru moved toward them. "So, back for more?"
Mozenrath laughed. Without warning a huge wave came up and
centered right on him. It crashed down, sweeping Mozenrath off
the island. He struggled, trying to swim back to the shore. From
the sea Celine waved to her friends.

Hikaru looked furious. She steeped up, ready to fight anyone who
dared move. Genie moved quicker than her eye, zapping himself
and Aladdin to appear behind her. The two held on tight, trying
to stop Hikaru from using any attacks. Jasmine and Sadira
advanced with rope to ease Aladdin and Genie's job. The
Princesses spread out, ready to deflect anything that came their
way. They left a path for Mamoru to do his job.

"I don't know how long we can hold her." Aladdin warned the
girls.

It didn't take Hikaru long to break free of Aladdin and
Genie's hold on her.
"Love and beauty shock!" Hikaru shouted, sending hearts and
rainbows at her attackers.
"Sapphire whirlwind!" Kaze shouted, sending a whirlwind at
Hikaru.
"Miroir flash!" Hikaru shouted, reflecting the whirlwind,
sending it in the other direction.
Mamoru headed for Hikaru. "This'll hurt me more than it hurts
you," he said, as he advanced on her.
Hikaru drew her sword. "Stay back!" she warned.
"Not until I get through to you," Mamoru said.
"I see things perfectly clear," Hikaru said. "I can't forgive
your evil!"
"Listen to yourself!" Mamoru said. "Mozenrath brainwashed
you!"
"You're a liar!" Hikaru shouted. "Mozenrath loves me!" Hikaru
swung her sword. "You're not even trying to fight," she said,
for Mamoru swung, but kept missing her.
Hanako watched the whole scene. Energy rushed through her, as
she watched one of the people she cared about the most being
manipulated by Mozenrath. And now Hikaru was fighting her own
friends. "My duty is to protect the High Princess," she vowed,
"and I can't stand by and watch her be controled like this." A
green Aura surrounded Hanako, and she was dressed in green and
gold armour. A blast of sweet-smelling flower petals shot out of
her hand, and she directed them at Hikaru, knocking her
unconsious, and causing her armour to vanish.
By this time, Mozenrath had reached the shore again, but
Hanako cut him off.
"Stop right there!" she shouted.
"You..." Mozenrath began.
"Flowers are supposed to symbolize love, beauty and purity.
How dare you use them to deceive a young maiden! That is
inexcusable! I'm Princess Hanako, soldier of earth, I'm not in a
good mood right now!"
"Must we always go through the drawn-out speeches?" Mozenrath
demanded.
"Actually," Genie put in, "it's one of the most important
rules concerning pretty soldiers. Wear cute pretty armour, have
flashy attacks, pose a million different ways while attacking or
transforming, and always make a long speech when you confront
the enemy."
"Would you shut up!" Mozenrath shouted.
"Beautiful summer flower!" Hanako shouted, sending flower
petals at Mozenrath, knocking him down.
Mozenrath tried to get back up.
"Oak evolution!" Hanako cried, causing a tree to spring up,
lifting Mozenrath in the air. Celine sent another tidal wave,
and the tree and Mozenrath were washed far away.
Everybody rushed to Hikaru, including Celine, who had come
ashore after Mozenrath was swept away.
"I don't think she'll remember anything about this when she
wakes up," Hanako said. "If that's the case, we don't want to
mention it to her. It's better that way."
Everybody agreed, and stepped back to let Mamoru do his
stuff.
Mamoru took Hikaru in his arms, and kissed her on the lips.
Her eyes fluttered, and then opened. "Mamo-chan," she said.
"Where am I? Last thing I remember is the market place. There
was that flower vender, and..."
"I'm afraid Mozenrath had something to do with that," Sadira
said.
"But we got to you in time," Jasmine said.
"We're glad you're ok," Hanako said.
"Hana-chan!" Hikaru said, noticing Hanako's armour, "it looks
like your powers evolved!"
"Yes," Hanako said. "Now I can be a more effective protector
to you."

The next day, Ferio caught up to Hanako.
"I see you're a lot happier today," he said.
"I was feeling useless after the battle two weeks ago,"
Hanako admitted. "But after yesterday, it's clear I was wrong.
Hikaru's kind-hearted, strong-willed and genki. Kaze is
athletic, Umi is a good swimmer and Moeagaru is never afraid to
speak her mind, or stand up and fight. I'm the studeus one, and
know a lot about plantlife. We all have something about us that
makes us unique and makes us useful. I will remember that from
now on."
"I heard about how you saved Hikaru. It was your knowledge of
plants, and your desire to study until you have the answer that
saved her. Without that, I don't think your powers could have
evolved.
The two walked side-by-side down a palace corridor.
"Would you like to do something tomorrow?" Ferio was asking
Hanako.
In a sitting room, Umi, Moeagaru, Mamoru, Jasmine, Lantis,
Aladdin, Genie and Sadira were hanging out. Hikaru was standing
by the door, listening to Hanako and Ferio.
"I think he's asking her on a date!" she squealed with
excitement.
"Hikaru," Jasmine said, "stop listening in on their
conversation."
"But I love watching people fall in love, and there's
definately something there," Hikaru said.
"Let them have their privacy," Moeagaru said.
"But Moe-chan, I'm curious if they'll get together. So far,
Umi and I have boyfriends. It would be really super cool if we
all had boyfriends."
Moeagaru just stuck out her tongue.
"Don't you want to fall in love?" Hikaru asked her.
"I haven't met anybody yet I could fall in love with," she
said. "No offense," she said this to MAmoru, Lantis and Genie.
"I still have yet to find that special someone," Sadira said.
"But I have learned that you can't force a guy to love you."
"What's all this mushy talk?" Iago said, flying into the
room. "I just had lunch!"
"Iago," Hikaru said, "you're all mouth. We all know that
you've fallen in love, too."
"I have NOT!" the bird said defiantly.
"Ok," Moeagaru said, "we'll take a trip to the rain forest,
and tell Thundra what you said."
"You wouldn't!" Iago shouted.
"Wouldn't be fair to her if you didn't really love her,"
Moeagaru said.
"Ok, I guess I do kind of sort of..."
"Aha!" Hikaru said. "So you have fallen in love! I knew it!"
Iago blushed. "Just don't spread it around, ok?"

