Adventures in Agrabah Part 5 - A Prince Or A Sorcerer?

Jasmine was just ending the girl's Princess lessons for the day
when Aladdin walked up.
"Hey" He greeted everyone. "Got a little surprise for you
all." He smiled.

"Aladdin, that could wait until I have dismissed them."
Jasmine said pointedly. She knew what the surprise was and saw
no reason for a hurry.

"Oh, uh sorry Jasmine." Aladdin backed up and waited.

"All right," Jasmine shot him a glance as she spoke. "Please
practice what we've learned today. Enjoy your evening."

"Well, that was important." Aladdin mumbled.

"Okay, tell them the news." Jasmine went over to Aladdin.

"We got this letter yesterday," Aladdin told the girls,
holding the paper up. "And it seems that Prince Jedeite from
Cefiro heard about you Princesses coming to Agrabah. He sent
this notice wanting to come visit. It says here he is 17 and
looking for his future bride. He knows the rules of your
kingdoms but would love to meet you all anyway. He'll be
arriving tonight."

"Oooo!" Umi smiled widely.

"A Prince? How awesome!" Kaze floated into the air now that
class was over.

"We've met Princes' before." Hikaru said.

"Yeah you aren't excited because you're taken." Hanako crossed
her arms. "But this is a big deal for the rest of us."

"And the guy is obviously interested, that's a plus." Moeagaru
added.

"No strings attached, the guy just wants to meet you." Aladdin
spoke up again.

"Believe me this could be nothing." Jasmine told them.

"She knows from experience." Aladdin laughed, thinking of all
the lame suitors Jasmine had described.

"There's someone out there for all of you." Jasmine said
gently, "What I mean is this just may not be the one. You're all
young and have plenty of time, just don't count on this too
much."

"We know." Moeagaru waved a hand as if she didn't care.

"Jedeite should be here right around dinner time. So you have
at least a couple of hours. If you have to get anything done."
Aladdin let them know. Then he took Jasmine by the hand. As they
walked off the girls could hear him ask: "Tell me about the one
named Faruk again, Jas." He laughed.

Hikaru headed to the library. She had finished "Enlightening
Delilah" and wanted to find another book to read.
Glancing at her choices, she decided on "The Taming of
Annibelle" and started to head out, when a pink fairy dressed in
a pink and white sailor uniform flew into the window.
"Primera!" Hikaru greeted the fairy. "What brings you here?"
"Lantis wanted to come see Princess Umi, and it's so quiet in
the Five Kingdoms with you girls away."
"Lantis is here, too?" Hikaru asked.
"He'll be getting here tomorrow. I flew ahead because I just
couldn't wait to see you." Primera glanced at the novel Hikaru
was holding. "I see my big sister hasn't rubbed off on you with
her views on novels."
"Even though I'm in a romance now, I still love to read
them," Hikaru said. "Come on, let's go see the others."

Hikaru and Primera joined Aladdin, Jasmine, Hanako, Jinsoku,
Kaze, Moeagaru, Iago, Abu, Genie and Nyan Nyan.
"Where's Umi-chan?" Hikaru asked.
"She was so excited about Prince Jedeite coming," Moeagaru
said, "she had to try on every gown she owns."
"Prince Jedeite?" Primera repeated.
"Yes, he's from the distant land of Cefiro," Hikaru
explained.
"Hmmm..." Primera said.
"Is there a problem?" Kaze asked.
"I think Prince Jedeite might have some competition," Hikaru
laughed. "Primera informed me that someone from Aquadom will be
coming tomorrow. His name is Lantis. He wants to see Umi-chan."
Kaze and Moeagaru looked intrigued.
"Who's the s..." Iago began, but Hikaru rushed over and
clamped his beak shut.
"Don't say the S-word," she warned in a whisper.
"You mean spr..." Iago said.
Hikaru clamped his beak shut again. "She gets mad if you call
her that." Then she turned to the others. "This is Primera,
Hikari's little sister."
"It's so lonely in the Five Kingdoms without anyone to talk
to," Primera explained. "I wanted to come and see the
Princesses, and my big sister."
"Are you old like she is?" Iago asked.
"I heard that, you impertinent bird!" Hikari came into the
room. "I'll box your ears!"
Iago flew off, with Hikari after him.
"What time tomorrow will Lantis be arriving?" Jasmine asked.
"Tomorrow afternoon," Primera said. "I have his letter here
somewhere..." She took out a purse, emptying its contents. "Here
it is!" She flew over to Jasmine and handed her the letter.
Prince Jedeite arrived right on time.
"He's gorgeous..." Umi whispered to Kaze.
The girls introduced themselves.
"I heard the five Princesses were beautiful," he said, "but I
didn't expect to ever find so much beauty in one room."
Umi blushed.
"And you must be Princess Umi," Jedeite said, going over to
her. "A beautiful name. It means "ocean" if I'm not mistaken."
"Yes," Umi said. "I love the ocean. Aquadom is mostly
underwater."
"Fascinating," Jedeite said.

The group headed into the dining room for dinner. Primera
flew past Rasul.
"Where'd the sprite come from?" he asked, not having met
Primera yet.
"Oh, no..." Hikaru muttered.
"You take that back, you lousy excuse for a palace guard! I
am NOT a sprite! I am a fairy! A fairy! Get it right! Baka baka
baka!" Primera sprinkled some magic on Rasul.
"Ooh! Look at all the pretty colours!" Rasul said. "Makes me
wanna dance and sing and play all day long!" Rasul started
prancing around the room. "Where's me pot o gold!" he said.
"Primera!" Hikari's voice was severe. "You take that spell
off him this instant! We'll not have any of that here!"
"But he called me a sprite!" Primera said.
"Remove the spell...Hikaru, it's not funny!"
"I'm...not...laughing..." Hikaru said, trying to hold in her
laughter.
"Where's me lucky charms!" Rasul sang.
"Primera..."
"Ok, fine!" Primera pointed at Rasul. "Back to normal, you
stupid idiot." Rasul was back to normal, and alittle miffed.
"Excuse me," Hikaru appologized. "I left a novel out in the
garden. I better bring it in, before it gets rained on." Hikaru
rushed out.
The forementioned novel was actually safely in Hikaru's
bedroom, on her night table. But once Hikaru was a fair distance
away from the dining room, she fell over with hysterical
laughter.

When Hikaru left the room Aladdin burst out laughing, he had
tried to hold it in but there was no way. Rasul had acted
ridiculous and Aladdin thought it was the funniest thing he had
ever seen. He laughed so hard he fell off his seat. Beside him,
Jasmine tried to cover her own giggle.

"What's the boy laughing at?" Rasul wanted to know.

"Nothing." Jasmine shrugged. She didn't want to get Rasul
started, they had guests.

Some of the girls were covering their mouths, either laughing at
Rasul still, or at Aladdin. Aladdin got back up to the table and
sat down with as much dignity as possible.

"Dinner is served." The Sultan announced as servants carried
in several trays. As everyone started to dig in Hikaru came back
and took her seat.

"Hikaru, it isn't supposed to rain. Your book would have been
safe." Jasmine told her.

"Oh...well that's ok, I already moved it." Hikaru shrugged.
She noticed that Umi and Kaze had taken seats right next to the
Prince. Hikaru hoped the two wouldn't fight over him.

During dinner Umi bombarded Jedeite with questions, "What's the
weather like where you're from?" "How long before you have to
get married?" "What do you like in a girl?" "What are your
hobbies?" "Do you like fish?"

Jedeite didn't answer every question clearly. Jasmine got the
feeling he might be a bit shy, so she cut Umi off. "Umi, let the
man eat." She winked. "He's traveled far today, and I'm sure
he's tired. You have time to ask all you want later."

The Prince gave Jasmine a grateful smile. "I am a little tired."

Hikari was busy talking to her sister. "It really is good to see
you again." She said. "And the Princesses have missed you too."

"Thanks sis. I just couldn't wait to get here!" Primera
replied.

Genie stood at one end of the table, acting as a court jester.
He figured everyone liked to be entertained and he was a born
entertainer. He juggled fruit with four arms.
"Where did you find a Genie?" Prince Jedeite asked, amused.

"In the Cave of Wonders, years ago." Aladdin answered.

"There must never be a dull moment here." Jedeite observed.

"Hardly ever." Jasmine nodded.

**********************

After dinner Jasmine offered to show the Prince to his room. Umi
tagged along. "You must like him." Jasmine whispered to the
younger girl.

"Yeah," Umi giggled. "I do. He's so cute!" Jasmine smiled. She
was happy for Umi, and the Prince did seem charming for any of
the girls. "Just look at that gorgeous light hair and those
piercing blue eyes...almost the color of the sea." Umi sighed.

"Jedeite, we'd be glad to arrange a tour of the city tomorrow
if you'd like." Jasmine told him.

"That's all right Princess." He replied. "I've actually been
here before... years ago."

"Oh? I must not have met you then." Jasmine was sure she'd
never seen him before.

"Back then I tried my best to be inconspicuous." He said.

"I see, I wish my Father had practiced a little of that."
Jasmine laughed. "Here's your room." They came to a stop. It
wasn't anywhere near the five Princesses' hall.

"Thank you." Prince Jedeite bowed.

"Of course it isn't bedtime yet, but if you're weary you are
welcome to take extra time to rest." Jasmine said politely.

"I just might do that." He replied. "But first, I would very
much like to see more of the palace."

"Oh! I can show you around. I know where just about everything
is now." Umi spoke up, she glanced at Jasmine pleadingly.

"Sure, Umi. Go right ahead. I'll be downstairs if you need
anything."
"Thanks again." Jedeite called after Jasmine. Then he and Umi
started walking in the opposite direction as Umi explained what
rooms where what.

Jasmine headed for the staircase. A foot away she slipped on
something and tumbled forward. With an automatic scream she
fell. Jasmine hit hard on her back and started to roll, but
before she rolled down even five steps Carpet came to the
rescue.

"Oh, Carpet!" Jasmine held on tight. "Thanks so much."

"What happened? I heard a scream." Aladdin came running.

"It was me." Jasmine blushed slightly. "I feel so silly...I
just slipped. I almost fell down the stairs."

"Jas!" Aladdin scooped her off of Carpet and into his arms.
"Are you ok?"

"Just a little bruised." She told him. "I'm fine. It could
have been much worse."

"Thank you buddy." Aladdin said patting Carpet with
appreciation.

*******************

Downstairs Kaze was babbling to Hikaru about the Prince. "Isn't
he hot?" She asked, but did not wait for a reply. "I mean...wow.
He is so my type."

"Umi seems to think so too." Hikaru pointed out.

"Oh...yeah. Well, I say have him choose." Kaze reasoned.
Hikaru shook her head.

"Just don't get too involved, remember, no man is worth losing
a friend over."

Primera and Hikari flew by, laughing. Hikaru wondered what they
were up to. It seemed Hikari was always in a better mood with
her younger sister around. "Now it seems more like home here."
She observed with a light smile. "Hey..." A different subject
entered her mind. "Did you laugh at Rasul earlier?"

"A little. You should have seen Aladdin after you left!" Kaze
giggled. "He probably thought it was more funny then we did!"
"Really?" Hikaru raised her eyebrows. "He's cool, just like a
brother."

*********************

Umi drug the Prince down yet another hall. "This is where we
sleep. I mean our guest rooms are along this hall." She blushed.
She couldnt quite figure out how to talk around Jedeite without
stuttering or fumbling a bit.

"Interesting. Good of them to keep you all together." He
noted. "Could I ask you something?" He turned his bright gaze on
her.

"S-Sure."

"What do your friends like to do...Hikaru for example?"

"Oh, well she loves to read. I bet she couldn't live without
her romance books. And we spend a lot of time training, but
Hikaru does daydream half the time. She's sweet tho."

"And you?" Jedeite asked, taking hold of her hand. Umi almost
gasped. His touch was warm like fire.

"I love swimming, and fish...and..." Umi started going on
about herself.


"I'm gonna be late!" Hikaru whaled, the next morning, as she
ran down the hall. She ran as fast as she could, and collided
right into Jedeite.
"Hikaru!" he shouted. "I mean, you really should be more
careful. You could get hurt."
"Nah, I do this all the time," Hikaru said. "I can never seem
to get up on time. Hana-chan always swears she wakes me up, but
half the time I don't remember..."
"I saw Hanako. She said that you said you were getting up."
Hikaru moaned. "I gotta go! See ya!" She hurried past.
Jedeite watched after her.

Hikaru came out of the library fifteen minutes after Umi and
Moeagaru. Genie had made her stay after to make up the time she
missed. She went to join everyone. Iago, Jinsoku, Nyan Nyan,
Moeagaru and Abu were playing cards. Hikari and Primera were
chatting, Hanako and Ferio were studying a book of enchanted
flowers together, and Kaze and Umi were sitting on either side
of Jedeite. Lantis had arrived, as scheduled, and was asking Umi
something.
"I've already got plans with Jedeite-san," Umi said. Was that
disappointment in Lantis's eyes?
"Stop looking at my cards!" Moeagaru was saying.
"I told you, I have to fly around when it isn't my turn!"
Iago said.
"Nyan Nyan is perfectly happy to stay in her seat," Moeagaru
said.
"Nyan Nyan is perfectly happy to..." Iago started, in
Moeagaru's voice. "Aaaak! Don't start with the fireballs again!"
"Iago, be quiet, or I'll feed you to Rajah," Nyan Nyan said.
"You will not!" Iago said. "Rabbit! I told ya once, I told ya
a thousand times! Save some grapes for the rest of us!" Iago
dived on Jinsoku, who was eating all the grapes, and upset the
bowl of fruit.
"Now you have to pick it up," Nyan Nyan told the bird.
"It's his fault!" Iago said.
Nyan Nyan put out her claws and hissed at Iago.
"I mean, I was about to do that," he said.
Abu chattered something.
"Oh, shut up!" Iago said.
"Hikaru!" JEdeite said, "Kaze, Umi and I are going to the
Market Place, would you like to join us?"
"No thanks," Hikaru said politely. "Mamo-chan is coming in
half an hour. I want to be here when he gets here."
The three headed out, and Hikaru took out "Taming of
Annibelle" and started reading. Annibelle, from what Hikaru read
so far, looked a lot like Hikaru. But Annibelle was spoilt and
vain. Hikaru hoped that the Marquess of Brabington would cure
Annibelle of being so selfish. "It always works that way in
these stories," Hikaru said to herself.

Mamoru had indeed arrived a half-hour later, and he and
Hikaru were sitting in the garden together, when they heard a
crash from inside.
They rushed inside, to see one of the chandileres had fallen,
and Aladdin was holding Jasmine tight to him.
"That thing almost hit Jasmine," he told Hikaru and Mamoru.
"Are you ok, Jasmine-sama?" Hikaru asked.
"Yeah," she said, "it's a good thing Aladdin pulled me back
in time."
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"That's twice in two days." Jasmine said, her voice a little
shaky. She held tight to Aladdin and tried to calm her wildly
beating heart.

"You should be extra careful." Mamoru advised.

"Right. If I didn't know better I'd say you were having some
serious bad luck." Hikaru added. "I'm glad you're okay."

"I won't let anything happen to her." Aladdin assured them.
Jasmine tightened her grip on her husband. She was scared, but
didn't want to admit it.

*********************

In the market place Kaze was questioning Prince Jedeite. "What
do you do for fun?"

"Oh....uh well I always did like a game of cat and mouse. I
sometimes make up stories too, and I'm interested in becoming a
talented magician." He said.

"Great! I love magic." Umi spoke up.

"And writing is fun." Kaze said, a little louder. She shot Umi
an undefined look. Umi was horning in on Kaze's time. She had
her friend Lantis at the palace...so why didn't she go talk to
him?

Jedeite picked up some fruit and tossed coins at the vender. He
gave both Princesses a green apple. "These are good luck where I
come from." He explained.

"Oooo, thanks." Umi gushed.

"Yes, thank you." Kaze smiled.

"What are your favorite foods?" He wanted to know.

"I love Ramen." Kaze said quickly. Ha, she had beat Umi this
time.
"Pizza is the best." Umi said, getting in closer to Jedeite.

"And Hikaru? Does she have a favorite food?"

"Oh, she likes all ice cream, cake and some fruits," Kaze said
simply. She didn't feel like talking about Hikaru at the moment.

"Your friend...Aladdin, is it?" He narrowed his eyes,
thinking.

'Yes." Both girls responded.

"What does he like to do?" Jedeite asked.

"He teaches sword fighting..." Kaze began.

"And he seems to love spending time with his wife." Umi said.

'"Aladdin's a real hero," Kaze went on, as if Umi hadn't
spoken. "He can fight anything, and he's even saved us a few
times."

"How nice." Jedeite smiled.

*********************

Back at the Palace Lantis wondered around, not sure of what to
do. He wanted to catch up with Umi, but she was busy. Finally he
decided to get to know her new friends, and he joined Aladdin
Jasmine, and Genie in the game room.

"Hi Lantis." Jasmine said in a friendly voice. "Care to try
this game?" She held up a small shooter. It was set up to go
with a rolling duck game, completely with background. "All you
do is aim at the little ducks and shoot." She told him. Aladdin
had just taken his turn, he got three ducks down. Lantis happily
took the toy gun and started shooting. Before the timer buzzed
he had gotten four ducks.

"Great!" Aladdin congratulated him. "I wasn't that good when I
started."

"Thanks." Lantis gave a mock bow. "Hey, what do you guys think
of that Prince?" He wanted to know.

"He's nice enough." Jasmine shrugged.

"I don't really know enough about him to say anything."
Aladdin replied honestly.

"He has an odd vibe about him." Genie spoke up. Everyone
turned to look at him. "What? He does."

"Okay..." Lantis tried to take that for what it was. "I just
wish I could have some more time with Umi." He sighed.

"Tell her." Jasmine advised. "Maybe she'd be thrilled."

*************************

Meanwhile Jedeite and his two companions were just getting back
from their walk. "Would you mind showing me your rooms?" He
questioned the girls. "I'm not trying to sound all weird, I just
would like to see how they are decorated."

"Of course," Umi grabbed his hand. "Come with me."

"I'm coming too." Kaze said, stepping up to Jedeite's other
side. "He'll have to pick one of us soon." Kaze mouthed behind
Jedeite's back to her friend. Umi put her nose in the air. She
knew what Kaze had said, but chose to ignore it.

Aladdin was walking by as the small group made their way up the
stairs. "Another tour?" He asked.

"You could say that." Umi laughed.

Hikaru walked down a hall in the palace. She had sensed some
kind of magic. She was familiar with this type of power, as some
people back home had it, but wondered why she would be sensing
it in the palace now. She followed the trail, and nearly
collided into Aladdin. "It's him..." she said to herself.
"Hikaru!" Aladdin said. "Did you lose something?"
"Um, well, yeah, actually...I lost my...textbook. But, oh! I
remember now! I left it in the library! Gotta go! See ya!" She
rushed off. "Take heed, Aladdin," he thought he heard her say,
but when he looked up, she was long gone.

Hikaru hurried in the direction of her bedroom. It was
obvious. Aladdin had spiritual energy. Everybody had the
potential for spiritual energy, but Aladdin's Aura was dripping
with it, as if he had had an experience that might have unlocked
his spirit's potential. Hikari or Genie needed to be notified of
this. The last thing Hikaru wanted was for someone evil to use
Aladdin's power for their own gain.
From Kaze's room, Hikaru could hear what sounded like
bickering.
"Lantis seems to like you," Kaze was shouting, "why don't you
hang all over him!"
"You don't have a monopoly on every prince in the world!" Umi
spat back.
Hikaru burst into the room. "Enough!" she screamed, with
unusual force for her. The three were shocked into silence.
"Jedeite, would you please excuse us?
Jedeite stepped out of the room.
"I'm surprised at you two!" Hikaru said.
"But..." Umi began.
"Not a word," Hikaru continued. "Haven't I always said that a
guy isn't worth ruining a friendship over?" Umi and Kaze nodded.
"You've known each other all your lives. You've known Jedeite
for two days. Is he really worth a chick fight?"
"I guess not," Umi said.
"I'm sorry, Umi-chan," Kaze said.
"I'm sorry, too, Kaze-chan," Umi said. "May he make the best
choice. And if it's you, I'll be happy for you."
"And I'll be happy for you if he chooses you," Kaze agreed.
The two hugged.
Hikaru walked out of the room. "Thank you, Jedeite-san," she
said as she walked past.
Hikaru had, for the rest of that night, forgotten about
Aladdin's spiritual powers.

The next day, Jedeite hid behind some bushes in the garden.
Umi had told him that Hikaru liked to come out here and read.
That would be his oportunity.
Slowly, he advanced on the unsuspecting princess.
"Hikaru-chan!" It was Primera. "Hikaru-chan!"
Hikaru stood up and went to her friend. "What is it,
Primera-chan?" she asked.
"I forgot to give you this," Primera handed a letter to
Hikaru. "It's from Nanami-san."
Hikaru got all excited. "How is she doing?" Hikaru asked.
"She's keeping busy," Primera said. "She says it's quiet back
home without you, though. She wanted to come with me and Lantis
when we said we were coming to Agrabah, but she's working this
summer as Presea's assistant."
Hikaru gave an understanding nod. "I know that assisting
Presea-san is a lot of hard work. Maybe she can get a day or two
off, though."
Hikaru and Primera went inside, so Hikaru could read the
letter.
Jedeite cursed under his breath.

That night, on their date, Hikaru poured out her concerns to
Mamoru. "I think Lantis might be in love with Umi," she said.
"Doesn't Umi like Jedeite?" Mamoru asked.
Hikaru nodded. "She and KAze both. I made them promise they
wouldn't break up their friendship over him."
"Does Umi like Lantis?" Mamoru asked.
"They are good friends," Hikaru said, "I see potential there,
but..."
"But?"
"Umi seems to like Jedeite far more than Kaze does. I just
want my friends to be happy, and find true love like I have."
She squeezed Mamoru's hand as she said this.

The next day, after class, Genie took Hikaru aside to discuss
her grade on her last math test.
"I don't know how you did it," he said, "but you managed an
87."
"Hana-chan MADE me study," Hikaru said. "She sat with me and
made sure I got all the concepts, before the day of the test. I
still don't see what math has to do with magic..."
"You'll learn," Genie said.
Hikaru headed out of the library. She had been holding in her
excitement, but let it out now. "Yattaaaaaaaa!" she shouted,
jumping up in the air. In the process, one of her shoes flew
off.
A few seconds later, Jedeite came up, with her shoe. "Did you
lose a shoe?" he asked.
"Oh, yeah! Sorry bout that!" Hikaru took the shoe from him
and put it back on her foot.
"Hey, I was wondering if you'd like to..." Jedeite was cut
off.
Iago and Moeagaru came speeding past.
"I told you not to look at my cards!" Moeagaru shouted.
"I told you not to look at my cards!" Iago mimmicked.
"Guess that's my cue," Hikaru said, going after the two to
get them to settle down.

Hanako sat with Ferio. She was studying her textbook. So far,
Hikaru, Umi and Moeagaru's powers had all evolved. Hanako was
reading about past experiences from other princesses when their
powers evolved. It was always in the heat of a battle. Hanako
had seen Moeagaru get angry just before her powers evolved
during the last battle they fought. Hanako set the book down.
For now, she would do all the training she could. Her powers
would evolve eventually, and she knew that at that time, others'
lives would depend on it.

Hikaru sat with Lantis, Jasmine, Mamoru and Aladdin.
"Have you ever told Umi-chan how you felt?" Hikaru asked
Lantis.
"She's too interested in Prince Whats-His-Name," Lantis said,
alittle bitterly.
"Dierdre thought she loved Guy Wentwater, but in the end, she
realized she was in love with Lord Harry Desire. Stuff like that
happens in real life. I mean, talk to Aladdin and Jasmine about
their romance."
"Hikaru!" Aladdin said, "you're embarrassing him. Guys don't
talk about that sort of thing."
"They should," Hikaru said.

Lantis finally got some alone time with Umi, he caught up with
her in the Palace garden. And for once that Prince wasn't with
her. What Hikaru had said rang in his ears.

"Hey Umi!" He called, walking up to her.

"Good to see you Lantis, how are things back home?" Umi asked.
He looked down into her eyes then quickly looked away. He hadn't
realized how much he missed his friend until now.

"Things are fine." He said, "But not the same without you."

"I'm enjoying it here...as much as I can without swimming. But
there is a beach near here. It's pretty, but still not home."

"I'm glad you do get some water time." Lantis smiled. He knew
what the ocean meant to her, but also understood the importance
of these summer lessons. "Do the others like Agrabah?"

"They sure do." She replied. "Aladdin and Jasmine are great.
They are not only teachers, but dear friends too." Lantis
nodded. It was now or never.

"Umi, there's ...something I'd like to talk to you about."

*************************

Aladdin walked down the hallway that lead to Jedeite's room. He
hadn't come down for dinner so Aladdin was bringing him some
food. In fact, it seemed like Jedeite spent most of his time in
his room...at least when the Princesses were in classes. "Kid
must have a one track mind." Aladdin mused. He shifted the tray
he carried over to one hand and knocked on the Prince's door.

"Yes? Who is it?" Came his voice from inside.

"Aladdin. Just brought you some dinner." The door slowly
opened and Jedeite popped his head out.

"Oh thank you." He told Aladdin, taking the tray. "You didn't
have to do that."
"No problem. Are you feeling all right?" Aladdin had to ask.
He wanted some clue as to why the Prince had missed dinner.

"I'm fine." He cleared his throat. "It's just my allergies.
I'm used to my own kingdom."

"Oh, well if you need anything just let us know." Aladdin
turned to leave and the Prince shut his door. Aladdin made it
about four steps before the floor under him opened up. He fell
right through with a surprised scream.

Aladdin landed hard, but fortunately it was on a pile of pillows
Iago had made. He rolled over to stare up at where he had fallen
through. The trap door closed and it was gone. "I don't remember
that being there." He said, confused. It was then that he
noticed Jasmine, Hikaru, the Sultan and Moeagaru rush over to
him.

"Are you ok?" Jasmine wanted to know.

"My goodness!" The Sultan exclaimed.

"Did you break anything?" Moeagaru asked.

Aladdin allowed them to help him up, and tried to shake off the
fall. "I think I'm ok." Jasmine leaned in and kissed his cheek.

"I hope so, that could have killed you." She grabbed his hand
and held it.

"How did that happen?' Hikaru asked.

"I don't know... I was just walking and then bam! I ended up in
here." Aladdin shrugged.

"How odd." Hikaru breathed.

A strange expression passed over Jasmine's features. "Hikaru,
can I talk to you?" She said suddenly. She dropped Aladdin's
hand and turned stiffly to go out of the room.

"Okay..." Hikaru agreed. She glanced back and saw Aladdin's
bewildered look.

In the next room Jasmine stated her case. "I just noticed how
nice, charming, brave, cool, and gentle Prince Jedeite is. He
seems perfect for you."
"No, I have Mamoru, you know that."

"Right now yes, but I'm afraid the boy's eyes have wandered."
Was Jasmine's reply.

Hikaru sensed Jasmine was not quite herself. "Jasmine?" She
looked into her empty eyes and held back a shudder. Jasmine was
under some kind of influence.

Jasmine didn't answer her, she just kept talking. "Think how
powerful he is. And how strong....Jedeite would be a good
husband, I'm sure of it."

Genie had caught Jasmine's last line while passing by. He stuck
his head in for a moment and his mouth dropped open
dramatically. What was she saying? 'Oh no...' He thought
speeding away from Jasmine and Hikaru. 'Jas has the hots for the
new Prince!'

***********************
Hikaru ran a brush through her hair, and thought about what
Jasmine had said. Hikaru had sensed something in her Aura that
wasn't quite right.
Hikaru would figure it all out later, she decided. She headed
downstairs.

Hikaru started downstairs, where Jedeite, Moeagaru, Umi,
Hanako, Kaze and Primera were hanging out. She saw that Sadira,
too, was with them, and she got excited. "Sadira-san!" She waved
her hand, but in doing so, tumbled down the stairs. "That hurt,"
she muttered.
"Typical Hikaru-chan," Hanako said.
Rasul had walked past at that moment, and glared at the
scene.
"Hmmm..." Moeagaru said, "must've lost his Lucky Charms
again."
This got Hikaru started, and she did everything she could to
keep from laughing out loud.
Rasul heard Moeagaru's comment, and went right over to her
and said, "Listen here, Red! If you think you and your SPRITE
friend over there are gonna make a fool of me..."
"I am NOT a Sprite!" Primera flew up to the guard. "Fairy,
fairy, fairy!"
"You look like a sprite to me," Rasul said.
Kaze and Umi exchanged knowing looks.
"You...take...that...BACK!" Primera was seething.
"No," Rasul said defiantly, "I will NOT!"
Primera shot magic at him, turning him into a bride, complete
with bridal gown and veil.
"Oh, dear," Rasul said, his voice sounding feminine, "I can't
find my bouquette anywhere! Have any of you seen it? And, oh no!
I seem to have broken a nail! This will not do at all! I need a
manicure!" Rasul ran down the hall.
Hikaru was doubled over, laughing so hard, she was crying.
"Let me help you up, Princess," Jedeite said, coming over to
her, and offering his hand to her.
But Hikaru was laughing so hard, she couldn't even answer
him, or get up from the floor.
"Is she always like this?" Jedeite asked. The others nodded.
Hikaru finally calmed down, and let Jedeite help her up, but
when she heard an angry "Primera!" (Hikari's voice) she got
started again.
"Hikaru," Moeagaru said, "calm down."
"But...I can't..." Hikaru burst out laughing. Then, she took
a deep breath and settled down.
Primera had flown down the hall to take the spell off Rasul.
Kaze and Umi were discussing who Jedeite would take out next.
"The only fair way to decide is by playing a game of rock,
scissors, paper," Umi said.
"Agreed," Kaze said.
"Rock, scissors, paper...rock, scissors, paper...rock,
scissors, paper..."
Hanako went to study in the library. Ferio had brought her a
book on Cephiro, and she was gonna do some research.
Kaze and Umi were still going at it. "Best three out of
five," Kaze said. "Rock, scissors, paper...rock, scissors,
paper...rock, scissors, paper..."
"Now that you've got that out of your system," Jedeite was
saying to Hikaru, "would you like to go for a walk with me?"
"Uhh..." Hikaru said. She thought back to the odd way Jasmine
was acting. "I think I'm busy."
Moeagaru caught onto the uneasy expression in Hikaru's eyes,
and helped her friend. "Yes, Hikaru-chan, Sadira-san and I were
going to..."
"Try on clothes," Sadira put in. "Princess Hikaru brought
more than she knows what to do with, and said she'd let me
borrow some." The three girls walked off.
Jedeite watched after them. Getting Hikaru alone was harder
than he had anticipated. Someone always got in the way.

Later, Umi sat in the fountain in her bedroom. She had some
serious decisions to make. Jedeite or Lantis? Lantis had told
her how he felt. Umi had no idea of the Sailor's affections
toward her. They had been good friends for awhile. They had all
kinds of lovely chats at sea. Umi, in her mermaid form, while he
sat in the ship's longboat. They shared a love for the ocean, as
well as other interests.
But then, there was Jedeite. He was strong, powerful,
well-mannered...
Yes, this would be a tough decision.

Hanako read through the huge book that Ferio had brought her.
Cephiro seemed like a wonderful place. But, the book mentioned
nothing about a Prince Jedeite. There was a Princess Emeraude,
currently princess of Cephiro, but she had no siblings. So, who
was this "Jedeite" anyway? He didn't come from Cephiro, that was
for sure. And what was with all the strange accidents lately?
A shadow fell over the pages. Hanako looked up, to see Prince
JEdeite. His blue eyes looked at her coldly.
"Sorry, Hanako," he said, "I can't let you get in the way of
my plan."

Adventures in Agrabah Part 5 - A Prince Or A Sorcerer?

Jasmine emerged from the nursery. The kids were fast asleep
curled up with their toys. Jasmine shut the door quietly, then
she saw Aladdin down the hall and hurried to catch up with him.
She was back to her normal self now. "Aladdin," She said taking
his arm. "Hikaru wants Sadira to stay the night, so I agreed."

"Oh, that's fine." Aladdin nodded. He was happy the Princesses
got along with Sadira so well. Aladdin's eyes went to the floor.
"Jasmine, did we have a new trap door put in?"

"No... you mean what you fell through earlier? Honestly, even
I didn't know that was there."

"Strange. I would have thought your Father might have told
us." Aladdin frowned.

"You know Father, he probably forgot." Jasmine said with a
shrug. "I'm just glad you weren't hurt!" She hugged him from the
side. "Oh! Speaking of forgetting. I almost forgot to tell
Sadira something." Jasmine laughed then went off to find her
friend.

Aladdin was on his way to the stairs when he caught site of
Rasul...at least he thought it was Rasul parading around
downstairs in the entry way. From his vantage point Aladdin got
a great view of big Rasul in a wedding dress acting prissy.
Aladdin grabbed the banister for support and laughed until his
sides hurt. Premira strikes again. Just then the fairy came up
behind the guard and tapped him, changing him back to normal.

Now that the delightful show was over Aladdin continued down the
stairs. He couldn't even look at Rasul or risk laughing all over
again. "Aladdin!" A voice called behind him. It was Hikaru at
the top of the stairs. She ran down them two at a time.

"Slow down, Hikaru, you might get hurt doing that." Aladdin
lectured. He'd heard Jasmine say the same thing at least three
times.

"Sorry." She said, a bit out of breath. "I just need to talk
with you." Hikaru looked to make sure no one was listening.

"Sure...is it serious?" Aladdin asked. The Princess nodded
solemnly.

"Earlier I sensed great power in you Aladdin. In your very
soul."
"What? But I don't--" He started.

"I know you don't know about it, but it's there, trust me. You
need to be careful, don't let others know about it. The power
can be used for any purpose and we don't want the wrong person
knowing about it. You are unique, you have a good heart and soul
and your power can be strong - with training. We all have to
learn how to use our gifts you know."

"You would know about that." He smiled. "Well, if I can do
something...then sure I need to learn how."

"Great." Hikaru looked very pleased.


*************************

At one o clock in the morning a nervous Genie appeared inside
Aladdin and Jasmine's bedroom. He didn't get a chance to talk to
Aladdin earlier about what he had heard. What bad news to be
awakened with...but he had to let his best buddy know. Genie
shrank down to a very little size and flew up to Aladdin's ear.
He had to be careful not to wake Jasmine too.

Jasmine and Aladdin were both sleeping soundly with their arms
around each other. Genie stopped at this sight "Awww." He said,
barely a whisper. 'I don't want them to break apart. What if
this news destroys them?' He thought biting his nails. But...Al
was his best friend, and wasn't it a friend's job to be
truthful? Genie sucked in some air and got up in Aladdin's face.
"Al. Al...buddy, wake up." Nothing. Genie started lightly
jumping around on Aladdin's chest.

Aladdin had been dreaming, he was falling and falling and he saw
no end. Familiar faces swirled around him as he plummeted down
through the air. Then he heard Genie calling to him. "Al. Al.
Al, hey wake up." Aladdin slowly lifted one eyelid. Aha, it was
just a nightmare! A bug sized Genie was sitting on his stomach.

"Genie? What're you doing?" He mumbled, not fully awake yet.

"Shh, Al we need to talk." Genie pointed to Jasmine, who
rolled over a little but was still sleeping.

"Now?" Aladdin whispered.

"Meet ya in the hall." Was Genie's reply. Aladdin drug himself
up gently, so he wouldn't disturb Jasmine and tiptoed out into
the hall.

"Um Aladdin, I have some...not so good news." Genie began, he
was now back to his regular size. Aladdin sighed and sat down on
the floor. "I overheard Jas talking with Hikaru today and
I...well I think she really likes this Jedeite guy. You shoulda
heard what she said." Poof! Genie held a tape recorder and
played back exactly what he'd heard Jasmine say.

Aladdin shook his head. "Genie, that isn't how Jasmine
thinks...believe me we have been married 5 years. She doesn't
even sound quite right....are you sure it wasn't just Iago
playing a trick?"

"I saw her, Al." Genie insisted.

"Well I know my wife, and she isn't interested in anyone else.
Don't worry about it Genie." Aladdin stood and put a hand on his
friend's shoulder. "It was probably just a misunderstanding."


*********************************

On the other side of the Palace Prince Jedeite had easily got
into Hikaru's bedroom. He was very quiet and moved slowly toward
her. Hikaru slept like a rock, so he was sure this would work.
He was tired of humoring Umi and Kaze....it was really Hikaru he
wanted. Now was his big chance. He reached for her, stepping
closer. He hadn't counted on her leaving a mess by the bed. The
Prince's foot slipped and he fell to the ground with a thud. He
snapped his fingers and disappeared right before Moeagaru barged
in.

"Anything wrong?" She asked the night. Hikaru was asleep...and
no sign of anyone else. Moeagaru looked all around the room but
found nothing. "Must be hearing things." She mumbled as she went
back to bed.

The next morning, Hikaru ran down the hall. "I'm gonna be so
late!" she whaled. She'd really be in for it. She was forty
minutes late.
Suddenly, she ran SMACK! right into Jedeite.
"This is getting to be a habit of yours," he smiled, helping
Hikaru up.
"Can't talk now, I'm already late as it is!"
Hikaru ran past, lept over the banister, and ran to the
library.

"Hikaru," Genie said, "You're forty minutes late. You know
what that means."
"But Hana-chan didn't even wake me up," Hikaru said, then
glanced around the room. "Hey, where IS Hana-chan?"
"Probably still asleep," Umi said.
"Yeah, that's right," Kaze added. "Jedeite said she was up
all night studying."
Hikaru felt an uneasy feeling.

After class, Umi sat in the garden with Lantis. Jedeite had
acted distant that day, and Umi was a bit disappointed. Still,
it made Umi realize who her true prince was. She couldn't
picture talking for hours with Jedeite in the sea, under the
moonlight.
"Hikaru had to stay after forty minutes," Umi was saying.
"But Hana-chan didn't come down at all. I'm a bit worried. I
hope she isn't sick. Maybe I'll go see her later."

After Hikaru was finally dismissed, she sat with Iago,
Jinsoku and Nyan Nyan.
"You haven't seen Hana-chan all day either?" she asked. Nyan
Nyan and Jinsoku shook their heads. "I'm getting worried,"
Hikaru said. "It isn't like her to just sleep all day."
"If I was studying all night," Iago said, "I'd want to sleep
all day, too."
"But she does this from time to time. Studies something all
night. She does sleep in, but it's almost four-thirty! You'd
think someone would have seen her."
"I think you worry too much," Iago said.
"Actually, Hikaru-chan is right," Nyan Nyan said. "There's
something unusual about..."
"Shh..." Hikaru said. "I sense something."
"Like what?" Jinsoku asked.
"I feel an evil presence." Hikaru stood up to head in the
direction where she felt the presence.
"Where are you going?" Iago asked.
"I have to follow it."
"But if you're right," Nyan Nyan said, "you could put

yourself in a lot of danger."
"I have to risk it," Hikaru said.
"Why not tell Al and Jas..." Iago said.
"Because they can't sense things like I can. And, it's likely
they won't let me track it down, and everyone will be in
danger."
"You seem to forget," Iago said, "that Aladdin has fought
more demons and villians than..."
"I know," Hikaru said. "But if who or whatever is in the
palace, gets the drop on Aladdin first..."
"What about you?" Jinsoku asked.
"If I ignore this, and something happens to Aladdin, or
anyone else in the palace, it will be my fault. I need to do
this."
"But..." Nyan Nyan started.
"Go find Aladdin and Jasmine," Hikaru said. "Let them know
what I sensed." Hikaru rushed off.
She walked down a corridor. The evil presence was getting
stronger by the minute. Suddenly, she ran right into Jedeite.
No! This couldn't be! But Hikaru knew better. She thought of the
strange accidents that had been happening. She thought of the
odd way Jasmine was acting. She thought of Hanako's strange
disappearance, and she thought of the way Jedeite had looked at
her the previous day. She didn't realize it until now, but there
was something menacing in his eyes.
"Princess Hikaru!" He smiled, "this is a pleasant surprise. I
was just thinking about you."
"Sorry, just passing through," Hikaru said, and started
walking away, hopefully in a casual sort of way. She had to tell
Aladdin and the others that Jedeite was up to no good. But she
couldn't let on that she knew what she did.
As she rounded a corner, she felt a strong hand on her
shoulder. "Just a minute, Princess," Jedeite said.
Hikaru turned, and right before her eyes, Jedeite morphed
into Mozenrath!
"We have a lot to discuss," he said wickedly.
Hikaru passed out from the sight of him, and Mozenrath opened
a portal, and carried the unconsious Hikaru back to his castle.

Sadira, Jasmine and Aladdin were in the relaxation room talking
when Iago, Jinsoku and Nyan Nyan made their entrance. Aladdin
jumped up at the sight of the worried animals.

"Princess Hikaru sensed evil." Iago spat.

"She's always right." Jinsoku added.

"She said the evil is here in the palace and she went after
it."

"Oh no." Jasmine let out a breath. "She should know
better....what if she gets hurt?"

"How could there be evil here?" Sadira asked. "You know
everyone...except for the new visitors..." Her eyes grew wide.
"It must be one of them!"

"We have to do something." Aladdin told the others. "C'mon!"
They went through the Palace rounding everyone up as quickly as
they could.

"Where's Hanako?" Jasmine questioned.

"Haven't seen her all day." Umi replied. "We were getting
worried."

"She wasn't in her room." Moeagaru reported.

"Come to think of it, I don't even remember seeing her last
night." Kaze added.

"And now Hikaru is gone too." Aladdin said thoughtfully.

"I am sick of people disappearing. It's not funny." Iago
grumbled.

'It's not a joke." Jasmine reminded the bird.

Aladdin turned his gaze over the entire group, then snapped his
fingers. "Jedeite isn't here....maybe he was the evil Hikaru
found."

"That must be it." Sadira agreed. "Everyone else is here."

"But why would he do this?" Aladdin wondered out loud. "Is he
even who he said?"
"Let's go, we have to find Hanako and Hikaru before it's too
late." Jasmine cried.

***************************


Back at his home, Mozenrath looked appreciatively at his prize.
The Princess Hikaru. She had enough magic to stand beside him
and rule the world, and now that he'd discovered her, only she
would do. Hikaru was slumped down, still unconscious and tied to
a throne. Mozenrath's own grand chair was beside her's. He knew
that it would take a lot of magic to overcome her will, but that
didn't matter. The more she resisted, the sweeter his victory.
With an attitude adjustment she could be the perfect partner. He
watched her stir and waited for her to come to.

He had Hanako tied up too, but she was waiting her turn at the
allegator tank. The thought made Mozenrath laugh. He saw no
reason to keep the little wimp alive, she would just be a
reminder of Hikaru's old life.

Hikaru opened her eyes to a living nightmare. Mozenrath had
gotten her. He was at the palace...as Jedeite! They had all been
fooled. She glared daggers up at the sorceror. He merely gave
her a dangerous smile in return. "Ahh, my Princess." He said,
steping closer. Hikaru tried to move but couldn't. She was stuck
right where she was, hand bound. She bit her lip trying not to
panic. She still had her telepathic powers!

*****************************

Aladdin and Jasmine had piled as many as possible onto Carpet,
Kaze flew on the wind, and Genie carried the others. They
weren't sure where they were headed but they knew they had to
find their friends. "We'll check every villain's lair, every
corner of the seven deserts if we--" Aladdin was saying. He
stopped short, hearing Hikaru's voice in his head.

"Aladdin, it's Hikaru." Came the message. "Hanako and I were
captured....we are in Mozenrath's awful Castle. Please help!"

"Hey!" Aladdin looked at Sadira and Jasmine as they flew. "I
just got some kind of message from Hikaru."

"What? I didn't hear a thing." Sadira stated.

"No...in my head. Honest, it was her."

"Where is she?" Jasmine asked frantically. "Is she with
Hanako?"

"Yes, Mozenrath strikes again." Aladdin informed them.

Mamoru rode as fast as he could through the sky. Hikaru was in
trouble again.
A day earlier, Mamoru had received a message from Queen Lune
Venus, saying that the moonkingdom was being attacked. In the
letter, the Queen implored him to come home and help fight the
battle and save the kingdom. He knew Hikaru would understand,
and had left immediately.
When he had reached home, it was to find the kingdom as
peaceful as when he had left. He consulted his sister on the
matter, and she said she had never sent any such letter.
Mamoru had been tricked, and whoever tricked him had gotten
to Hikaru.
Mamoru rode as fast as he could. He knew exactly where to go.
Hikaru's Aura was getting stronger as he rode.

Hikaru shuddered, as Mozenrath approached her.
"I've always loved a challenge," he said. "Posing as Prince
Jedeite to get to you was fun for me. It's too bad about Hanako,
though..." He gestured to where Hanako was tied up.
"Let her go," Hikaru said forcefully. "If you don't have any
use for her..."
"If I let her go, she'll just cry to the others that you're
here. She'd just get in the way."
"If you don't let her go..." Hikaru began.
Mozenrath laughed. "You're in no position to threaten me,
Princess," he said.
"Let her go, or I'll never join forces with you."
"That trick isn't gonna work," Mozenrath said. "Besides,
you'll be my queen, eventually, whether Hanako lives or not."
"Not bloody likely," Hikaru said, borrowing one of Moeagaru's
favourite phrases.
This caused more laughter. "You're so cute when you resist,"
Mozenrath said, as he pushed some stray hairs out of Hikaru's
face. Hikaru shuddered.

"I don't know what I saw in that man," Kaze said.
"If you can call him a man," Moeagaru said.
Umi held tight to Lantis. "I feel like I've abandoned my
duties as the Princess's protector," she said.
"We were all taken in," Jasmine said.
"Ya know, Hikaru would be a lot safer if she didn't have a
need to venture out and get herself into trouble," Iago said.
"Iago, stow it," Moeagaru snapped. "Hikaru's curious nature
is a part of her."
"Yes," Sadira agreed, "I hope she never changes."
"I still say..." Iago started.
"Iago!" Nyan Nyan said, "shut up!"
"Ok, ok," Iago said. He did not want to admit his partiality
to Hikaru.

Mamoru arrived at Mozenrath's castle. Using his whip, he
tripped up a couple of the manlucks that were standing guard,
and headed in.
He entered the throne room, to find Hikaru tied to a throne.
Mozenrath was very close to her, and had just brushed some hairs
out of her face.
"Mozenrath!" Mamoru shouted, "get your hands off her!"
Mozenrath turned. "Prince Mamoru..." he smiled evilly at
Mamoru. "How are things on the moonkingdom?"
"You set me up!" Mamoru shouted.
"Not my fault you're so gullible," Mozenrath said smugly.
"Let her go,"
"There seems to be a lot of that going around," Mozenrath
said cooly. Mozenrath shot a blast of power at Mamoru, putting
him on ice. "I was tired of looking at him," he told Hikaru.
"Mamo-chan!" Hikaru screamed, struggling against the
restraints.

"There it is!" Aladdin pointed up ahead. The Land of the Black
Sand loomed in front of them.

"Looks like he did take her home this time." Genie observed.

"We need a plan." Jasmine said.

"Right," Aladdin nodded. "I say we separate, the more
directions we go the harder we will be to hit. Genie and I will
go for Hikaru, Kaze and Moeagaru you get Hanako. Umi, Sadira and
Jasmine, try to take out any guards....and the rest of you
attack Mozenrath."

Once they were all agreed, they swooped down toward the eerie
castle.


*************************

Inside Mozenrath was laughing at how quickly the mighty Mamoru
had failed. "I needed a new ice sculpture." He said smugly.
Hikaru was close to tears on her throne. "Don't be sad,
Princess. You still have me. And we will rule
together....forever."

"No!" Hikaru shouted. Mozenrath merely smiled. He could tell
she was weakening.

Xerxes flew in the window, his eyes looking even more wild than
usual. He got right in his boss's face. "What!?" Mozenrath
demanded.

"They're here! They know it was you...they've come for their
friends." The eel-like creature reported. Mozenrath slapped him
away with impatience.

"So be it. I can handle them." He stood ready for the group of
clowns to enter.

**********************

Aladdin and the others crashed through a window in the main part
of Mozenrath's castle and wasted no time in spreading apart to
save their friends. Mozenrath took shots at them, determined
that they would not beat him again. On his first round Mozenrath
hit no one, but he tried again, taking stock of where each
person was headed. He zapped and froze Sadira, Jinsoku, Iago and
Carpet. Two fairies were after him, throwing magic but he
ignored their efforts. He had to stop Aladdin.

The former street rat had gotten to Hikaru and was working with
Genie to free her. "Can't have that." Mozenrath whispered
zapping Genie across the room and into ropes and chains.

"Genie!" Aladdin looked up, but didn't stop trying to help the
Princess.

"Please get me out." Hikaru begged through watery eyes.

"I'll do my best." Aladdin promised. He almost had one lock
undone when he felt a jolt that paralyzed him. "No!" He yelled
fighting with all he had. But he could not move. Moeagaru sprang
into action to help him and Mozenrath took the opportunity to
have metal bars fly towards her, ultimately pinning her to the
rock wall.

Across the room Jasmine and Umi were laying out Manluks one
after another. "Why are there so many?" Umi asked with a
wrinkled nose.

"I don't know, but we have to keep going. If we don't distract
them they'll get the others." Jasmine replied, kicking a
Manluk's leg off swiftly. Just then a large cage came down,
trapping Umi and Jasmine inside. They jiggled the bars and tried
lifting it back up, but neither were strong enough.

Mozenrath finally tired of the pesky fairies and swatted them
against the wall - where they stayed, stuck like flies. Out of
the corner of his eye he noticed Kaze and Abu making their way
to Hanako. They moved slowly past Jasmine and Umi but right
before they reached their friend Mozenrath zapped up some
chains. "Stay awhile...I insist." Mozenrath laughed.

Mozenrath was rather pleased with himself. He had captured
Princess Hikaru, and defeated all her friends.
"You're sick!" Moeagaru was saying. "I bet you could never
find a girlfriend. You wouldn't be after Hikaru if you could."
"Did anyone ever tell you you talk too much?" Mozenrath spat
back.
"Did anyone ever tell you to get a life?" Moeagaru retorted.
"I have a life," Mozenrath said. "Making yours myserable."
"Hikaru will never surrender to you," Moeagaru said.
"I've noticed you're awfully fond of the Princess," Mozenrath
said.
"What're you getting at?" Moeagaru demanded.
"If you remember correctly," Mozenrath continued, "I was
undercover in the palace for a few days. And I noticed you never
showed an interest in any guys. Could it be you prefer the
company of girls?"
"Oh, you so did NOT imply..." Moeagaru was furious, now.
"I'll KILL you!" She struggled to free herself and go after
Mozenrath, but stayed pinned to the wall.
Mozenrath then advanced on Aladdin. "You've gotten in my way
for the last time," he said.

Hikaru cried, as she watched the whole scene. She shut her
eyes. She didn't want to see what Mozenrath was going to do to
Aladdin.
Then, her eyes snapped open. There was only one thing to do.
It would take a lot of her energy, but everyone was counting on
her.

Aladdin remained parolyzed. Mozenrath advanced toward him,
ready to strike.
From somewhere inside, Aladdin felt something. "Hika..." he
started to say.
"Shh," Hikaru said. Her spirit was now inside his body.
"Don't say my name out-loud. Just trust me, and do what I tell
you. Everybody's lives depend on it."
"I'm going to enjoy this," Mozenrath was saying, as he fired
a blast at Aladdin.
"Spirit blast!" A yellow Aura came out of Aladdin. He could
move again, and moved out of the way just in time to avoid
Mozenrath's deadly shot.
"What!" Mozenrath said. "How could you possibly..."
"Spirit whip!" Aladdin called out, sending a whip out, and
freeing first Jasmine and Kaze, then Moeagaru. Moeagaru
instantly went to work freeing Mamoru, Sadira, Jinsoku, Carpit
and Iago.
"Insolent pests!" Mozenrath screamed. He tried to blast
Moeagaru, but Aladdin sent out a sword made from spirit energy,
and cut off the attack.
Mamoru worked fast, freeing Hikaru. Hikaru was in deep
concintration, still helping Aladdin.
Mozenrath noticed this, and advanced on Hikaru.
A silver Aura surrounded Kaze. She had to help her friends.
Determination filled the princess's heart, as her clothes
morphed into silver and blue armour.
Mozenrath sent a blast at Hikaru, as an attempt to snap her
out of her trance, but a gust of wind blew his attack right back
at him, knocking him over. He looked up to see Kaze.
"Stop right there!" Kaze said forcefully. "A princess should
be treated with compassion and kindness! How dare you take the
High Princess against her will and make her and her friends
suffer. That is unforgivable! I'm Princess Kaze, soldier of
wind, and I shall punish you!"
"I'm waiting to be scared," Mozenrath said. He shot a blast
at Aladdin, who was busy helping Hanako.
"Super tornado!" Kaze shouted, sending a tornado that picked
up the blast, and threw it back at Mozenrath. He tried to get
back up, but the blast had trapped him.
After everyone was free, they rushed to Hikaru. She had
exited Aladdin's body, and collapsed.
"Hikaru!" Mamoru shouted.
Hikari flew over. "She'll be alright," she said. "She used a
very powerful spell. We're all lucky she was able to handle it
for as long as she did."
"Let's get her home," Aladdin said.
"Ok," Moeagaru said, "but first, I have a score to settle."
She walked up to the now trapped Mozenrath, kicking him in the
stomach. "I do NOT like girls in that way!"
Then Kaze sent up a whirlwind, and took everybody home.

The next evening, Hikaru awoke in her bedroom. Mamoru was
sitting beside her, holding her hand. He had not left her side
since they brought her home the previous night. Jinsoku, Iago
and Nyan Nyan came in anxiously.
"You've been asleep for almost 24 hours," Iago said.
"That's why that spell is only to be used as a last resort,"
Hikari said, flying in. "Hikaru, you saved us all."
"No," Hikaru shook her head. "It was Aladdin. He did have to
trust in me in order to know how to use his spirit energy. Is he
going to get training, Hikari-sama?"
"I'm going to train him myself," Hikari said. "Afterall, I
trained you, your mother, her mother and..."
"Just how old are you anyway?" Iago asked.
"You impertinant bird!" Hikari started after the parrot.
"I'll box your ears!"
"I don't have ears!" Iago shouted, fleeing from the fairy.
Hikaru told Mamoru, Jinsoku and Nyan Nyan that she'd meet
them downstairs when she got dressed.

Downstairs, Hikaru was walking, when she heard Aladdin,
Jasmine, Genie, Hikari and the Sultan talking animatedly. She
thought she had heard her name come up a couple of times, so she
stopped to listen.
"Her powers are stronger than any of the Cosmos royal
family," Hikari was saying. "I always suspected it. Ever since
the battle..."
"Hikaru!" Genie had spotted Hikaru outside the door.
"Yes!" Hikaru entered the room.
"We were just talking about you," Jasmine said.
"And about your training," Hikari said. "Your powers have a
lot of potential. I always suspected it, but after yesterday, I
know you could be more powerful than any of the top ten
sorceresses. That's good for the Five Kingdoms, but you will
need extra training. It's important that you excercise your
magic, so it doesn't overcome your body."
Hikaru was very familiar with the concept of having a weak
body but strong powers. Sorcerers had lost their lives because
their powers were too much for them. "But do I really have to
give up my Saturdays?" she whaled.
"Just half of them," Genie asured her.
"I wish I was Nanami-chan," Hikaru whined. "She's just a
nice, average half-mortal girl, with no psycho sorcerers after
her, and no threat of her powers destroying her body."
"It'll be ok," Jasmine said. "If I know you, you'll succeed."
"Yes," the Sultan agreed. "Aside from my own daughter, I
never met anybody so strong-willed."
The encouragement was enough to cheer Hikaru. "I will
overcome all obsticles," she vowed. "I've cleared impossible
hurtles before..."

Out in the garden, Umi and Lantis were sitting by the
fountain.
"I'm glad you came to Agrabah," Umi said. "I didn't realize
how much I had missed our long talks."
The two were sitting side-by-side. Lantis put his hand on
Umi's. He looked into her eyes. "There's nobody I'd rather spend
my evenings with," he said.
Back inside, Hikaru was watching the happy couple. "Awww!"
she said, "they're holding hands!"
"Hikaru!" Hikari said, "A proper princess doesn't spy on
people's affairs!"
"But they're so kawaii!" Hikaru said. Hikari flew over and
pulled the curtain shut.
A few minutes later, Rasul came into the room wearing a
two-two.
"I'm the sugar-plumb fairy," he announced, before dancing
around the room.
"Primera!" Hikari shouted.
Primera immediately flew into the room, and tapped Rasul,
changing him back to normal.
"You called her a sprite again, didn't you?" Hikaru whispered
to the guard.

