Cat & Mouse

  Princess Jasmine finished packing her suitcase,

and handed it to her husband. "Serene Island

sounds like a lovely place," she sighed.

   Aladdin nodded in agreement. "It's all Hikaru

could talk about for the past week," he said.

"She's really been looking forward to this.

   "And she's been packed for the last three

days," Hikari added, flying into the room.

   Jasmine laughed. The night before, Hikaru had

stayed up unusually late, because she was too

excited to sleep. "Seeing where some of the

history of your family is an exciting thing," she

said.

   "Queen Serenity was a wonderful girl, who grew

up to be a wonderful lady," Hikari said. "Queen

Celeste would have loved her." Queen Celeste was

the fairy queen who had given her life for the

Five Kingdoms so many centuries ago.

***Flashback***

  As the demon disappeared from existance, Queen

Celeste collapsed to the ground.

   "Your Magesty!" Hikari rushed to the queen.

   "The Five Kingdoms are safe, now..." Celeste

murmured. "But it took all my strength to defeat

the demon."

   "Your Magesty," Hikari cried, "is there

nothing I can do?"

   "There...is..." Celeste got out. "One thing...

My time as Queen of the Five Kingdoms is up. As

you know, if a new ruler isn't found before I

die, it could mean the collapse of this beautiful

land. That's the last thing I want." As she spoke

these words, five orbs were extracted from her

body. They were green, red, blue, silver and

pink.

   "Queen Celeste..." Hikari gasped. She knew

what this meant.

   "My spirit has been divided into five parts.

Earth, fire, wind, water, and love. The five

parts are the orbs you see here. I have just

enough magic left now to send the orbs to the

chosen queens of the Five Kingdoms. With five

queens, the land will be stronger, and not at the

expense of somebody's life. The Five Queens will

work together to keep the lands of Fresia,

Volcana, Windom, Aquadom and Cosmos the beautiful

and pure places that are known as the Five

Kingdoms. Your job is to find the new High Queen.

Together with her, you must then search for the

other Four Queens. Once they have been found,

your job will be to guide them. Guide their

children, their grandchildren and their

great-grandchildren, and so on. YOu have been my

most trusted advisor for the last two centuries.

I know you will do well in the centuries to come,

Hikari. I have faith in you." With that, Celeste

closed her eyes and breathed her last breath.

   "Celeste!" Hikari cried. Then she said, "No...

I won't be sad for you. You lived doing just what

you wanted...protecting the Five Kingdoms and

ensuring that its inhabitants live happy and

peaceful lives. I won't let your death be in

vain, and I won't let you down. You've been a

great friend to me, and it's my turn to repay

you."

   The five orbs flew off in five different

directions. Then, Queen Celeste disappeared,

leaving behind a white mist, symbolizing that she

would be re-born. Perhaps, Hikari thought, her

soul would split up into five parts and merge

with the souls of the new Queens.

   Hikari picked up Celeste's golden compact that

had been left behind. This would lead her

straight to the new High Queen. She opened it,

and looked into the mirror to see a beautiful

island. The home of the future Queen of Cosmos.

***End Flashback***

   Hikari had told Aladdin and Jasmine this story

the previous night. It was Queen Celeste's soul

merging with the souls of the first five queens

of the Five Kingdoms that gave birth to the race

of beings known as Faerites. For, everybody knew

that if a fairy's soul merged with a human's,

that human would become a Faerite, and their

powers would be stronger than any fairy's powers.

   The concept of Faerites had sounded so

interesting to Aladdin and Jasmine. It was no

wonder the girls had such strong magic.

   "I still miss Queen Celeste," Hikari said,

"but I know she did what she had to do. And I

also know that she'll never really die."

   "Is it time to go yet?" Hikaru asked, coming

into the room. She was carrying a pink bag on her

shoulder.

  "We were just heading downstairs," Jasmine

laughed.

   "Is that all you packed?" Aladdin asked,

surprised.

   "No," Hikari answered for Hikaru. "She has

about five other bags downstairs."

   "Three," Hikaru corrected. "We're only going

for a couple of days."

   Hikari just shook her head. Typical Hikaru.

  The group headed downstairs to meet the other

princesses, Primera, Genie, Iago, Abu, and

Carpet. The kids would be staying behind during

this trip. Rasoul wasn't too happy about this

plan. Normally, he looked forward to a few days

without Primera, but this time, he would have

that Kindergarten demon slayer wannabe to deal

with. But when Mitsuru had given Rasoul 'the

look,' Aladdin had caught it and took the boy

aside promising the boy that if he behaved, he

(Aladdin) would take him on another adventure,

plus tell him a new story, knowing that Mitsuru

loved Aladdin's stories and their little

adventures.

   "And you two behave yourselves, too," Jasmine

said to Cassim and Destiny. For the most part,

the two were very well-behaved for their age.

Unfortunately, one must always expect a

two-year-old to act up at times, and Cassim and

Destiny were right at their "terrible twos."

   "Cassim, behave!" Destiny said, giving her

brother a stern look. Cassim just gave a look of

innocence, just like he'd seen his daddy do

sometimes.

  Jasmine couldn't help laughing at this. Often,

the twins copied what they saw and heard, but

especially what they saw and heard from their own

parents.

   "And we're off in five..." Genie began to

count down, "...four...three...two...one...BLAST

OFF!" With that, Carpet and the Princess' horses

sped off for Serene Island.

Minutes later the group was flying high above the

desert. "I can't wait to get

there!" Hikaru was saying.

  "Forty-eight..." Iago muttered.

  "Huh?" Hikaru eyed him.

  "Just counting how many times you've said that

today." The bird replied.

  "Iago!" Moeagaru smacked him. "Leave her

alone."

   "Is it true that Rapunzel came from Serene

Island?" Jasmine wanted to know.

  "Yes," Hikaru nodded. "In fact Rapunzel's

daughter is the current Queen

there."

  "How interesting." Jasmine smiled. She loved to

hear about the fairy tales

that happened around the Five Kingdoms.

  "Uh oh..." Aladdin spoke up. He noticed the

wind pick up drastically.

  "What is it?" Umi asked.

  "Sand storm!" Aladdin called. It was already

throwing Carpet off course. If

they weren't careful they could get very lost.

"Try to stick together!" Aladdin

yelled to the Princesses horses.

  "We need to fly above this!" Jasmine pointed

out. The Agrabanians had been

through their share of freak sand storms. The

group did their best to stay close

and head upward but the winds were much too

powerful. The storm blew everyone in

separate directions, causing them to lose sight

of each other for a couple of

minutes.

Then just as quickly as it had arrived the sand

storm moved on. Princess Hikaru

picked herself up out of a sand dune and looked

around. She couldn't see her

friends yet. As she dusted herself off she hoped

they were all okay. After a

moment Hikaru started calling out to her friends.

Within seconds her cries were

answered.

  "Over here!" Kaze shouted.

 Hikaru looked to her left and smiled. The other

Princesses, their horses,

Hikari, Primera and Jinsoku were just coming over

a sand hill. "Are you all

right?" Hikaru questioned.

  "We're fine." Hanako replied.

  "Just a little dusty... you?" Hikari inquired.

  "I'm ok. Anyone seen the others?"

  "They couldn't have gone too far." Umi said.

  "Let's check this way!" Primera suggested,

flying to the right. Sure enough

after going just a little way the group found

their friends.

  "Thank goodness!" Hikaru sighed. The Agrabah

citizens seemed fine and were

just as happy to find them.

  "Are you hurt, Your Highness?" Jasmine asked

Hikaru.

  "Your Highness...?" Hikaru echoed. She gave

Jasmine a puzzled look.

  "She's all right. We all are." Hikari answered.

   "Then we'd better get going." Aladdin said.

They all climbed back onto Carpet

and the horses and took off.

**********************

About an hour and a half later the large group

was flying over the ocean.

  "What a lovely color of blue." Jasmine

commented, looking down.

    "We're almost there!" Hikaru said, not hiding

the excitement in her voice.

  "Flying over the ocean is extra nice when I'm

with my best friends." Moeagaru

stated.

  "Even Iago?" Hikaru kidded.

  "Especially Iago!" Moeagaru grinned. She

grabbed the bird and gave him a sweet

hug. Hikaru's mouth nearly dropped open. What was

with them? First Jasmine

calling her "Your Highness"...and now this! That

was enough to make Hikaru

wonder. Just to ease her mind she decided to see

what Aladdin thought of all

this. She looked at her friend and started to

concentrate. "Aladdin." She called

out to him mentally. But there was no answer.

"Aladdin!" She tried again. What

was wrong? Why couldn't she get through to him? A

creepy feeling came over

Hikaru. She sensed evil, and it was too close.

Now she couldn't even feel her

friend's life forces. Princess Hikaru was worried

...what could be going on? As

they landed on Serene Island she eyed her

companions. Before Hikaru had time to

do anything a pair of greenish cat eyes appeared

in front of her. They were

followed by the rest of Mirage as she fully

materialized.

  "Nice to see you again, Soldier of Love."

Mirage's voice dripped with sarcasm.

  "Mirage!" Hikaru was outraged. "What have you

done with my real friends?"

  "Oh they're closer than you might think. I want

them to see what becomes of

you." In a flash Hikaru's friends appeared. They

were all in a large bird cage,

hanging from a tree.

Hikaru was about to order Mirage to let them go,

but before she could the evil

cat struck. Mirage send invisible but razor sharp

claws at Hikaru. The Princess

narrowly escaped death by jumping out of the way.

The claws distroyed a tree

that had been behind Hikaru.

  "You will not get away!" Mirage screamed. She

quickly sent a second attack for

the Princess.

To Hikaru's surprise Mozenrath appeared in front

of her just in time. "No!" He

was yelling. He used his magic to throw off

Mirage's aim.

  "Do not interfere!" Mirage ordered.

  "There's no way I will let you harm her."

Mozenrath hissed.

  "How sweet...the mighty Mozenrath has fallen

for the Soldier of Love." Mirage

mocked. She wasted no time in viciously attacking

once more.

The wizard slid in front of the Princess,

protecting her and letting the claws

rip into him. Hikaru gasped seeing the blood.

Mozenrath grabbed her hand and

zapped them both back to his home.


Mozenrath reappeared back in his throne room

with Hikaru. Between the loss of blood, and the

magic it took to teleport there, the wizard was

exhausted, and dropped to his knees breathing

hard. Blood was gushing from his wounds like a

fountain.


Hikaru quickly zapped up a cloth, in order to

stop the blood. "Don't try to talk," she said,

putting pressure on the wounds.


As Hikaru dabbed at the deep cuts Mozenrath

slowly realized that he felt more than just pain

and exhaustion. This was different than any other

wound... he could barely breathe and he felt very

cold all of a sudden. He was dying. If this was

how it would end then he had to at least tell

Hikaru what he had been holding inside. It just

might be the last thing he ever did. "Hikaru..."

He got out, his voice cracking.


"Shh..." Hikaru said. "You don't want to lose

anymore blood."


"I don't think....it matters...now." He said

weakly. He was starting to shake and go numb.

That couldn't be good. He looked up at Hikaru.

She had real concern on her pretty face.

Mozenrath couldn't remember the last time that

kind of expression had been directed at him.

"Listen..." He took one of her hands. "I have

to...tell you..." He felt himself fading fast.

The sorcerer locked eyes with the Princess. "I...

I love you..." He got out.


Hikaru could feel Mozenrath's hand go limp.

"NOOOOOOOOO!!!!!" she screamed. It wasn't

supposed to end like this. Mozenrath was evil,

and had caused problems for Aladdin and his

friends, and later for her and her friends, but

there was good in him, which the sorcerer had

shown in her presence many times. He had even

allowed Mirage to strike him in place of her. "I

won't let you die!" she cried.


Mozenrath felt himself coming back to the

concious world. He wasn't awake enough to know

why or what was going on...but he wasn't dead

either. He let out a low moan, as feeling started

to come back to his body. Hikaru noticed

Mozenrath's eyes open slowly, and breathed a sigh

of relief, not noticing the tears that had fallen

from her face just moments before.


"You almost died for me!" Hikaru said, still not

believing it. But Mozenrath had also said he

loved her. She had known for awhile that he was

fond of her, and he had told her that he cared

about her, but had never said he loved her. At

least not since Tokyo, and he had been playing a

part then. But what should she say? "You saved my

life...again..." she breathed.


"What better way to go?" Mozenrath said, trying

to sit up. "I did what I could. Did you think I

would just let Mirage kill you?"


"Of course not," Hikaru said. She was still

holding Mozenrath's hand.


"And you just saved me too." Mozenrath pointed

out. He knew that Hikaru's magic would have been

the only way he'd come back. He had seen her heal

with it before.


"You know I couldn't let you die," Hikaru said,

though she wasn't sure whether Mozenrath knew

that or not.


"I couldn't let you die either..." His voice got

softer, "even if it meant the end for me." He

couldn't help noticing Hikaru's tears. Her face

was still damp. She had actually cried for him?


"I have to go back," Hikaru said, getting up.


She helped Mozenrath up as well. His strength

was coming back. He didn't let go of her hand.

They had been having such an intense moment and

truth be told he didn't want it to end. "Wait...

you don't have to go yet." He said.The last thing

Mozenrath wanted was for Hikaru to be in front of

Mirage again.


"Yes, I do," Hikaru said. She tried to let go of

Mozenrath's hand, but the sorcerer held on tight.


"It's too dangerous. You've seen what Mirage can

do." He insisted.


"But I've gone up against her once before, and

I've heard stories. Now that I KNOW she's

there--"


"She isn't interested in fighting. She wants you

DEAD." He pointed out.


"I know," Hikaru said. "But I can't hide from

her forever." Hikaru thought about bringing up

that Mirage would kill her friends if too much

more time was wasted, but she knew how Mozenrath

felt about them, so she couldn't use that as an

argument just now.


"This isn't hiding....this is coming up with a

plan." He stated. As the words left his mouth a

sparkling mist appeared next to Hikaru. Mozenrath

blinked, but it didn't go away. It formed into

what he could only guess was an angel. The girl

looked remarkably like Hikaru - just a little

older.


"Hikaru's right," the angel said. "The sooner

she goes up against Mirage, the better. But

Hikaru, you mustn't go unprepared. Mirage isn't

one to mess with."


Mozenrath stared at the angel. Just who was she?

A relative of Hikaru's? A spirit...? He shook his

head and focused on what she was saying. At least

this being agreed with him. "See, Hikaru, you

can't just jump right in. That's what I was just

telling you." Curiosity did get the better of the

wizard and he glanced back at the angel, adding:

"And you are...?"


"I am Queen Serenity," the angel replied. "I was

the first queen of Cosmos, after Queen Celeste

gave her life to protect the Five Kingdoms.

Hikaru, we must go at once, and defeat Mirage."


"We?" Hikaru asked, knowing that her ancestor

was getting at something.


"You can't fight Mirage alone," Serenity said,

"at least not in your current state. Take my

hands." Hikaru obeyed, stretching both hands out

for Serenity to take. "Now, close your eyes,"

Serenity ordered. "To fight Mirage, we must

combine our powers and become one."


Once Hikaru closed her eyes, Serenity became the

white sparkly light again, and entered Hikaru's

body. Then, light emitted from the High

Princess's body as she opened her eyes.


"I better be on my way," she told Mozenrath

before turning to leave.


"Not without me." Mozenrath said. "I want to

help." The words sounded strange coming from him,

but it was true, If nothing else the sorcerer

wanted to see Mirage defeated.


Together, the two headed out of the throne room,

and set out to find Mirage.


It didn't take long for the group to find the

facade of Serene Island again, since Serenity

guided them. As they approached the island,

Hikaru saw, but wasn't surprised that Mirage was

right there waiting.


"I see you've come back for more," she smirked.


"Let my friends go," Hikaru ordered.


"Why don't you make me?" Mirage taunted.


With that, Hikaru sent a blast of her love and

beauty shock at the Evil Incarnate. But then

seconds before the attack hit its target, Hikaru

stopped the attack. "Wha...?" Hikaru trailed off.


"Look!" Serenity said from within Hikaru. Hikaru

looked to see that where Mirage was standing,

were her friends, still in the metal cage.


"Come and catch me if you can," came Mirage's

voice.


"You cowardly cat!" Mozenrath shouted. He didn't

have a problem with Mirage using Hikaru's friends

like that but her taunting was not amusing.


"Look who's talking!" Mirage said to Mozenrath.

"You're the one who ran off with Hikaru like a

coward." As Mirage spoke, she reappeared, and

disappeared again just as quickly.


"I was saving her!" He yelled, "Not running from

the likes of you."


"Oh, yes, that's right," Mirage said,

reappearing again. "You're in...love...with

Princess Hikaru!" Mirage said the word 'love' the

same way a child might say 'broccoli' or

'spinich.'


"What would you know about love?" Mozenrath

snapped.He decided it was time to change the

subject. "Are you going to come down and fight?"


Mirage had loved once, but that was a long time

ago. Love was a waste of time, and made one weak.

"If you wanna fight me so bad," she finally said,

coming down to Mozenrath's level, "I can grant

your request."


A scowl crossed Mozenrath's face.He shot a huge

energy blast at Mirage but it passed right

through her image. The wizard clentched his fists

in anger.


"You'll have to do better than that," came

Mirage's voice, off to his left.


Mozenrath turned, ready to fire again but

instead of Mirage, it was Hikaru in front of him.

"Mozy, you wouldn't hurt me, would you?" She

cried. He was caught off guard but he knew this

was another trick. Mirage was just trying to get

to him. The real Hikaru was standing just a few

yards away. The 'Mozy' nickname hit a nerve. He

hated that. "Nice trick, kitty." He commented.

Hikaru's innocent face looked back at him. He

found it impossible to hurt her even though he

knew very well it was an illusion.


Hikaru felt helpless.  If only she had Umi's

mirror, then she could find where Mirage really

was. "What should I do?" she asked Serenity

telepathically.


"Close your eyes," Serenity said.


"Close my..." Then Hikaru got it. Mirage's

specialty was illusions, and one of Hikaru's

specialties was sensing people's Auras, and

everybody knew you couldn't fake an Aura. Hikaru

obeyed, closing her eyes and concintrating. "That

way!" she said to Mozenrath, before heading in

the opposite direction of where Mirage, in

disguise, stood.


Mozenrath looked but nothing was there. "I don't

see anything." He told Hikaru, but he shot in the

direction just in case.


From the direction where Mozenrath shot came a

cry of pain. "See?" Hikaru said. "Mirage only

wants us to think nothing's there. But I'm afraid

your magic won't do much to her."


"It will at least cause her some pain, and she

deserves to suffer." He replied, firing twice

more.


Hikaru, with her eyes still closed, brought out

her sceptar. "Saint Crystal! Love for you!" she

cried, sending an attack of rainbows, hearts and

flowers at the Evil Incarnate.


Mirage screamed in agony. She wasn't going to

let some little brat destroy her so easily. With

all her strength, she fought against Hikaru's

powerful attack.


Hikaru put all her strength into the attack.

Never before had an evil being been so strong.

But the princess wasn't about to give up.


Mozenrath watched, eyes wide. What if Mirage was

too much for Hikaru? What if it took all Hikaru

had to finish this? "Hikaru, be careful!" He

heard himself call. There wasn't much he could do

to help - a fact that ate at him.


"I won't...give up..." Hikaru said, putting just

a bit more force into the attack.


Then, an amazing thing happened. A blinding

light emitted from Hikaru and shot at Mirage.

After what seemed like forever to Mozenrath and

Hikaru's friends, the light cleared. Hikaru fell

to her knees, holding a black crystal prism.


Hikaru's friends, now freed from their prison,

ran to the princess. "You defeated her!" Aladdin

cried.


"No," Hikaru said, "Her evil was too strong to

defeat all at once."


"We trapped her in this crystal," Serenity said,

still in Hikaru's body. "At least this way, she

won't be a problem for a long time."


"What're ya gonna do with the crystal?" Iago

wondered. "Whatever you do, don't bury it. She

STILL might get out." Iago shuddered at the

memory of Jafar being freed from his lamp prison,

forgetting that he was the one who had dug them

out of the cave.


"I'm not going to bury her," Hikaru said, before

rising up.


Hikaru rose for several miles, until the Earth

was below her.


"Are you ready?" Serenity asked.


"Ready," Hikaru replied. Then, she reared back,

and threw the crystal as hard as she could into

Space.


A few days later, the group was relaxing in one

of the sitting rooms of the home of Queen

Serenity The Second. After her daughter had taken

her place as queen of the Five Kingdoms, the

second High Queen of the Five Kingdoms had

returned to her mother's home land of Serene

Island.


"It's still hard to believe Mozenrath would

perform such a selfless act," Aladdin said,

referring to Mozenrath blocking Mirage's attack

and putting his own life on the line.


"But he loves Hikaru," Moeagaru teased.


"It's alittle sad," Umi said. "I mean, remember

what Hikaru said?" Hikaru had explained that she

had already given her heart away, and even if she

hadn't, she would never abandon her people or her

morals for anybody.


"But I would like to use the sceptar on him,"

Hikaru said. "I would have, too, but he was gone

when I got back."


"It's probably best that you didn't," Hikari

said. "You used a lot of your strength just to

take care of Mirage, and Mozenrath is a hard

case. I imagine it would take a lot of magic to

get rid of the evil in him."


"Maybe you're right," Hikaru sighed. "Hey,

Aladdin," she said, just to change the subject.

"Are you and Jasmine entering the amiture magic

competition?"


"I thought that was just for kids," Aladdin

said.


"Well, there's a competition for kids," Hikaru

explained, "but there's also one for older people

who just discovered their powers. You and Jasmine

would qualify for that, and you've had a lot of

practice with your powers over the past year."


"You so should enter," Umi said. "I know Coral's

real excited. This will be her first year that

she can enter."


"Maybe we'll give it a shot," Jasmine smiled.

