The Knight and the Sorcerer


It was a late night in Agrabah, and the whole

city slept. In her small house she had moved into

sometime after becoming friends with Aladdin and

Jasmine, Sadira turned over in her bed. She had

awoken to the sound of footsteps. At first, she

thought she had imagined it, but after listening

for a few minutes, she knew she heard something.


Getting out of bed, Sadira lit a candle and went

to investigate.


"Who's there?" Sadira asked. No answer. But the

sand witch thought she saw a silhouette of

someone vanish.


Sadira rushed around her home to see if anything

was amiss. The first thing she noticed was a

cabinet that hadn't even been opened since she'd

moved in. The door was now slightly ajar.


Sadira couldn't quite remember every spell that

was in that cabinet, but she knew that a few of

them were spells she'd used when she had that

crush on Aladdin. Quickly, she took inventory of

the rest of her home, but everything was in its

proper place.


As far as Sadira knew, there wasn't anything

harmful inside that cabinet. Just a few spells

she had used or thought about using to make

Aladdin like her, and the amulet to control that

sand monster had long since been destroyed.


"I guess I can rest easy," Sadira said to

herself, "but it might not hurt to tell Jasmine

about this in the morning."


The next morning, Iago, Abu and Jinsoku were

trying to score what snacks they could, when

Hanako came into the room.


"Didn't you guys just eat breakfast?" the Earth

Princess asked reproachfully.


"Yeah, but I'm a growing bird," Iago insisted.

Abu chattered something at the parrot. "I am so!"

Iago argued. Abu chattered again, gesturing with

his hands. "What do you mean I'm growing out! You

should talk!"


Just then, Jinsoku spotted something out the

window. "Guys! Come quick!" he called.


Iago, Abu and Hanako rushed to the window where

the rabbit was pointing. Outside, Hikaru was

walking in the garden with Mozenrath, and both

looked pretty chummy.


"Hey, what's he doing here?" Iago demanded.


"Well, it is a weekend," Hanako reminded the

bird.


"Did they steal anything of value?" Jasmine was

asking Sadira.


"I don't think so," Sadira told Aladdin and

Jasmine. "Everything was in its place, except..."

She trailed off.


"Except?" Aladdin prompted.


"Well, remember when I used the magic of the

sands to get you to like me?" The two nodded.

"Well, if anything was stolen, it was one of

those spells. They weren't harmful, that I can

remember, but I know from experience those spells

are useless if you want true happiness. Someone

could be making a big mistake."


"We'll go over and investigate this afternoon,"

Jasmine said.


"Bring Hikaru," Sadira advised. "She can sense

magic, and I think whoever was there already had

magic of their own."


"Did I hear my name?" Hikaru asked, coming into

the room with Mozenrath. The two were holding

hands.


"Wait!" Sadira said, eying the two. "What's he

doing here?"


"You know Mozenrath's always welcome," Jasmine

smiled.


"Yeah," Aladdin added. "He comes here every

weekend."


"He comes here every weekend..." Sadira repeated

slowly. But it was Mamoru who came to Agrabah to

see Hikaru every weekend. Mozenrath was lucky to

be allowed to set foot in Agrabah. Oh no...


In the land of the Black Sand, Xerxes flew into

the throne room to find Mamoru sitting in

Mozenrath's throne with Nao chattering away.


"Must you pester me while I'm trying to think?"

Mamoru demanded, swatting the sprite away.


"Hey!" Xerxes shouted, flying to Mamoru.

"Mozenrath not gonna like this!"


Mamoru grabbed the eel by the throat. "What did

you just say?" he demanded.


"You in Mozenrath's throne!" Xerxes said,

alittle surprised at Mamoru's reaction, but not

relenting.


Mamoru threw Xerxes, where the eel crashed into

a nearby wall. "How dare you even mention that

wimpy knight's name, let alone spout such

nonsense!" Mamoru shouted.


"Xerxes, you're acting awfully strange. Even for

you," Nao said. "That's what comes of having

half-witted eels for sidekicks."


"Nao, don't you have work to do?" Mamoru

demanded, tired of hearing the sprite's voice.


"But I just finished the dishes," Nao insisted.


"Well, I think the book case needs to be

dusted," Mamoru said.


"Which one?" Nao asked.


"All of them," Mamoru said. "You better get

started."


"Anything for you," Nao said happily as she flew

off.


Xerxes watched the scene, confused. Something

was definately wrong. Why was Mamoru here, and

acting like he owned the place? And where was

Mozenrath? Xerxes wasn't sure, but he'd soon find

out.

Mozenrath didn't let himself react outwardly to

Sadira's shocked expression. But it was obvious

the girl wasn't under the influence of her old

sand switch spell. He had stolen it out from

under Sadira's nose. The wizard knew she must

have at least one useful spell around. Mozenrath

had thought over the possibility that the spell

wouldn't work right on the sand sorceress. He

decided to take the risk. Sadira wouldn't be hard

to get rid of. Mozenrath looked at the street

urchin with just as much confusion as the others.

  "Don't be silly, Sadira." Jasmine said. "You

act as though Mozenrath has done something

wrong."

  "Are you alright?" Aladdin questioned. He

peered at Sadira with some concern. She looked

confused and alarmed.

Sadira wasn't sure what to say. She had figured

out what was wrong but she knew she should try to

play it cool. "I....um, yeah... I'm okay." She

stammered. If Mozenrath was here in Mamoru's

place, then Mamoru must be... She had to get to

the Land of the Black Sand quick!

  "You look a little pale, maybe you should lie

down." Mozenrath suggested.

  "No need, I feel fine." Sadira insisted. Yeah,

I bet he'd like me to lay down and be a still

target, she thought. She had to get out of the

palace before Mozenrath tried something. Sadira

knew better than anyone that the person who cast

the spell retained all their memories. It would

be foolish of her to stick around if he suspected

she knew the truth. "In fact I'm going to go for

a walk." She stated. With a forced smile and a

wave she turned on her heel.

Before Sadira got out of the Palace she ran into

Iago. "Sadira! Am I glad to see you!" He

squalked.

  "That's right, YOU know things aren't right."

Sadira was relieved. She wasn't alone. That meant

all the animals knew... just like last time.

  "What happened?" The bird asked. "This is all

freaky, reminds me of the time you switched with

Jasmine, so I figured maybe you can help."

  "It's that same spell. Mozenrotten took it."

Sadira explained.

  "Why does that not surprise me?" Iago rolled

his eyes. "That wizard won't last long here if us

animals have a say. I just sent Rajah in to

'greet' him."

    "Great!" Sadira grinned. "Now, let's get Abu

and Jinsoku, we have to find Mamoru."

********************

In the Land of the Black Sand Xerxes was flying

in circles wondering what to do. He had never

been much of a thinker. But he did know that

Mozenrath was gone and somehow Mamoru had gotten

in and developed an attitude. Xerxes refused to

work for the knight. He was the enemy! Mozenrath

would want to know the mouthy sword slinger had

taken over. Xerxes didn't have Nao around to ask

her opinion on what was going on, but then again

did he really care what she had to say? He would

fix things himself. Xerxes finally decided to go

search for his Master. The eel flew down the

hall, careful to stay clear of the throne and

it's occupant. He slipped out the rear door and

took off.

********************

Xerxes hadn't been gone long when Sadira, Carpet,

Iago, Jinsoku and Abu arrived at Mozenrath's

castle. Sadira took a deep breath before

entering. Even though she knew it would be Mamoru

inside this place still sort of gave her the

creeps.

 The small group forced their way past the mamluk

guards - mostly thanks to Sadira's magic. They

headed for the Throne Room.

  "Who dares to barge into my Castle?" Mamoru

thundered, hearing them coming.

  "Jeez, it's just us!" Iago called as they came

through the doorway.

  "Idiots! You should know better than to bother

me." Mamoru griped. Sadira noticed he wore

Mozenrath's robes. And he looked ready to strike

them all.

  "Wait!" Sadira cried holding up a hand. "We're

your friends, you can't--"

  "Friends!? Never!" Mamoru snarled.

  "Listen to me!" Sadira commanded. She muttered

a spell and sand flew in through the nearest

window and formed a tight fist around Mamoru. She

hated to resort to that but they would get

nowhere fast if he attacked them. Now he would

have to hear her out and probably wouldn't be

able to get free right away.


Xerxes flew around for, what seemed to him like

hours. He sniffed the air, trying to pick up on

Mozenrath's scent. He had done this before, back

when Mozenrath's spirit had entered Aladdin's

body. But that time was different. He knew that

Aladdin's friends would take him back to Agrabah.

Agrabah! If Mamoru was suddenly running things in

the Land of the Black Sand, then maybe Aladdin

had something to do with it. That streetrat had

been trouble from the beginning.


"You'll pay for this!" Mamoru roared, breaking

out of Sadira's hold. Raising a hand, he made

ready to blast the intruders.


Iago took this moment to distract Mamoru. "Are

you sure ya wanna do that?" he asked. "I think we

can help you." If Mamoru and Mozenrath switched

roles, it made sense that under this spell,

Mamoru had been the one who had abducted Hikaru

all those times and would do what it takes to

keep her.


"What the deuce are you talking about?" Mamoru

demanded.


"You want Hikaru, right?" Iago asked. "Well,

that's what we're here for. To help ya get what

ya want."


"I'm not stupid," Mamoru said. "You're up to

something. You've pulled this stunt on me

before."


"Before?" Sadira repeated.


Iago was confused for a minute, but then he

remembered when Mozenrath had captured the palace

guards, Jasmine, Genie, the Sultan and even

Aladdin and taken over Agrabah. He, Iago, had

distracted the wizard while Abu fought Xerxes and

Carpet had gone down into Mozenrath's trap to

save everybody. That's what Mamoru was

remembering now.


"He's not trying to distract you at all," Sadira

chimed in. "We've been thinking that you really

ought to have what you want. That wretched

Aladdin and that snotty Princess think they're so

much better than everybody."


"She's still bitter about the kid rejecting

her," Iago explained.


"And what about you?" Mamoru's gaze never left

the bird. "What do you get out of all this?"


"Well, you know what they say. Once an evil

villain, always an evil villain. I miss the good

life."


"I'll go along with you," Mamoru said. "But if

this is a trick, you'll all be sharing Destane's

fate."


"Would we trick you?" Iago asked innocently.


"And you," Mamoru gave the bird a dangerous

glare. "Don't think you can pull one over on me.

I've got my eye on you."


"I hope Sadira's ok," Hikaru was saying.


"She'll be just fine when I get done with her,"

Mozenrath muttered.


"What did you say?" Hikaru asked.


"Oh," Mozenrath thought for a moment. "I just

said fresh air works wonders. I'm sure she'll be

fine after her walk."


Just then, Rajah bounded into the room and

headed straight for Mozenrath, surprising the

wizard.


"Stay back!" he screamed. But Rajah would not

relent. Now the tiger had Mozenrath backed into a

corner and made ready to strike with his sharp

claws.


"Rajah!" Jasmine scolded. "What has gotten into

you?"


Hikaru quickly took action, using her magic to

create a leash, and put it around Rajah. Handing

it to Aladdin, she rushed to Mozenrath.


"Come on, Rajah," Aladdin said, "you've had

enough playtime for one day."


"Did he hurt you?" Hikaru asked Mozenrath.


"No, I'm okay." Mozenrath answered. Hikaru put

her arms around him. He watched as Aladdin slowly

pulled Rajah out of the room. Why had the tiger

attacked him?


"I wonder what got into him," Hikaru said, a bit

concerned. "He usually seems to take to you so

well."


So the beast normally liked Mamoru.... shouldn't

he still be fine? Mozenrath wondered. Was there

such a big flaw in this spell? Could it be that

it didn't work like he'd hoped?


Xerxes flew faster to Agrabah. Luck was on his

side, as he picked up his master's scent. Just as

he suspected, the scent was coming from the

palace.


Suddenly, Xerxes caught a whiff of something

sweet. He recognized that smell. It was the sort

of virginal scent that came from most girls

Hikaru's age. Mozenrath could wait.


The eel flew toward this sweet scent, to a

window. Peering inside, he spotted the water

princess Umi taking a bath. Xerxes hovered in the

window, enjoying the view. Drool started to drip

from his large mouth. Umi was certainly

comparable to Hikaru in a lot of ways.


Suddenly, Umi looked up, and looked right at the

window where Xerxes was. The water princess

pulled back the curtain and screamed.


"You pervert!" she shouted, grabbing a towel to

cover herself. "Get out of here!"

From downstairs Mozenrath and Hikaru heard a

scream. Instantly Aladdin ran back in. "Who was

that?" He asked Hikaru.

  "I think it was Umi." Hikaru responded. All

three rushed up the stairs. They followed Umi's

shouts to one of the bathrooms. Hikaru burst in

first, Aladdin and Mozenrath were right behind

her. Aladdin was quick to turn red and cover his

eyes. He did catch a glimpse of the problem first

though. That nasty little eel Xerxes had gotten

in!

  "It's Mamoru's freaky pet!" Hikaru announced.

Umi was standing up in the tub, mostly covered

with a towel. She had a look of pure fury on her

face. She had already soaked the eel with water,

but that didn't accomplish much.

  "Xerxes! You have no business here!" Aladdin

yelled. He fired off a warning beam in the eel's

direction. He didn't need to see to do so, he

could hear the animal fine.

  "Leave now!" Mozenrath growled. What was Xerxes

doing here anyway?

  "Master!" Xerxes smiled at Mozenrath. "Master

ok?"

Hikaru gave her boyfriend a confused look.

Mozenrath shrugged as if to say 'I don't know.'

He turned his gaze to Xerxes. The eel better not

give him away or he would spend the rest of his

life paying for it! "Stupid creature! Your

'Master' is Mamoru. Go home!"

  "No like Mamoru! He not master!" Xerxes cried.

  "Wow, he's leaving Mamoru?" Aladdin mused.

  "Then find a new Master and leave us all

alone." Mozenrath said.

  "But boss..." Xerxes started to whine.

  "Could someone PLEASE get the little pervert

out of here?" Umi requested.

  "Of course." Aladdin said, still not looking at

Umi. He was in a hurry to leave the room. He was

very angry that the eel had gotten into the

Palace. It was possible that Mamoru wasn't far

behind. Aladdin grabbed Xerxes by the tail. He

was naturally slimy, and being wet made it worse.

Aladdin got him out into the hall, then Mozenrath

followed.

  "Let me. It would be a pleasure." He stated,

taking hold of Xerxes.

  "Oh, thanks." Aladdin nodded.

Once Mozenrath was downstairs he started to

whisper to his side kick as he moved toward the

front door. "So, you know? It seems animals

weren't affected..." Mozenrath would have to do

something about that. "Xerxes, you don't have to

stay with that wimp, Mamoru, but you can't hang

around here."

  "What happening?" Xerxes asked.

  "It's a spell." Mozenrath said flatly. "I

switched with the knight. Now, Hikaru is mine and

you will not ruin it for me." The wizard would

miss the eel, but surely Xerxes would find

somewhere to go. Unless Xerxes could convince

Hikaru and her friends that he had turned good or

abandoned Mamoru, then he wouldn't be welcome.

*********************

Meanwhile Mamoru was on his way to Agrabah with

Sadira and the animals. The city was in sight

now, almost there. Sadira glanced at Mamoru. She

never knew he could be capable of such mean

behavior. But, it was the spell... she reminded

herself. She hoped the plan would work. Sadira

knew she had to get Mamoru and Hikaru together to

end all this. The only known way to break the

spell was true love's kiss. If Hikaru thought of

Mamoru as Mozenrath then that would be quite a

task. Mamoru had been quiet for the majority of

the ride. Sadira wondered what he could be

thinking. Jinsoku and Abu seemed almost scared of

him like this.

Minutes later Carpet had landed on the Palace's

steps. "Ok, now we have to find Princess Hikaru

first." Sadira said. "We'll help you get her."

She told Mamoru with a very convincing evil grin.

  "I bet she's in her room." Iago guessed. He

really didn't know but he felt like talking.

  "And what about Aladdin and that sappy

Mozenrath?" Mamoru wanted to know.

  "We'll take care of them after we've got

Hikaru." Sadira assured him. Then she said a

silent prayer as they crept into the Palace.


After getting rid of Xerxes, Mozenrath went back

into the palace. It all made sense now, why that

blasted tiger had attacked him the way he did. He

had to find the animals, especially that

loud-mouthed parrot. He'd fix that sand witch,

too. Come to think of it, Mozenrath hadn't seen

Sadira, Iago, Jinsoku or Abu since Sadira had

left so quickly. Mozenrath would have to find

them before they ruined everything.


"I'm a fairy, you big dumb oaf!" Primera could

be heard to shout.


"Sprite!" Rasoul was heard. "Little pink

SPRITE!"


"That's it!" Primera shouted.


Minutes later, Rasoul came into the room wearing

a blue, yellow and white cheerleading outfit,

carrying blue and yellow pom poms. Stitched

across the chest were the letters "BSH."


Mozenrath just shook his head and walked out of

the room. As he retreated, he could hear Hikari

shouting at her younger sister. So, these were

the people who often foiled his plans. Mozenrath

still couldn't understand it.


Sadira hid in Hikaru's room with Mamoru, Iago,

Abu and Jinsoku. They had witnessed most of the

commotion in the bathroom, and quickly hid in

Hikaru's bedroom, in event the princess would

stop by on her way downstairs.


As luck would have it, the group heard Hikaru's

voice outside the door before she entered her

room.


Once Hikaru entered and shut the door, Mamoru

stepped from the curtains. "Hello, Princess," he

said. Hikaru automatically screamed. "You can

scream all you want," Mamoru said. "In the end,

you'll be mine and Aladdin and Mozenrath will be

history."


"I'll never--" Hikaru paused. "Something's

different," she said. "I sense something

different in you..." It was then that Sadira and

the animals emerged from the curtains. "What're

you guys doing here?" Hikaru asked.


"Hikaru, you've got to listen to us," Sadira

said. No doubt Hikaru had sensed the true Mamoru,

so the sand sorceress decided to fill Hikaru in

on what was going on. "Mozenrath--"


"Will do what it takes to stop that wretched

sorcerer!" Mozenrath had barged in, and glared

daggers at Mamoru. With him stood Aladdin,

Jasmine, the other four princesses, Hikari and

Primera.

Sadira held in a scream of frustration. So

close...and she was interrupted! And now in front

of her stood her friends, ready to tear into

Mamoru! If they only knew...

  "It's you who'll be stopped!" Mamoru shouted at

Mozenrath. "Stopped from taking another breath!"

As Mozenrath was swinging his sword Mamoru made

his first attack. Since both men had magic and

strong powers their abilities switched with them.

Mamoru's blast would have hit Mozenrath in the

head, but he ducked. Mozenrath knew very well

that his own attacks couldn't harm him, but he

wasn't about to let that fact give him away.

By that time Aladdin, Jasmine and the four

Princesses had jumped into the fight. Everyone

was throwing their magic around, but remarkably

Mamoru avoided serious injury.

  "Sadira! Come on!" Jasmine called to her. She

didn't understand why her friend was staying

back. She had never shied away from protecting

anyone before.

Sadira couldn't bring herself to fight Mamoru, no

matter how nasty he was being. So she tried to

look like she was keeping Hikaru out of the way.

  "Take this!" Hikari shot fairy dust at Mamoru.

But just before it reached him Mamoru sent it

back toward the governess. Of course the dust was

harmless for a fairy.

  "I'll make you all regret ever trying to come

between me and Hikaru!" Mamoru roared. He shot

out energy blasts, hitting Umi, Hanako and

Aladdin. The blasts stung badly but were

surprisingly weaker than normal. Mozenrath hid a

smile. Stupid Mamoru didn't even know how to

fully use the wizard's powers even though he had

Mozenrath's memories.

Moeagaru and Hanako tried a new combined attack

on Mamoru. Hanako shot thorns at him while

Moeagaru blinded him with smoke. Mozenrath

grabbed one of the old Mamoru's arrows and shot

it. He didn't have any practice with a bow and

arrow so his aim wasn't as good as he would have

liked. It clipped Mamoru's arm, but the force was

enough to knock the twit out of the window behind

him.

  "No!" The cry came out automatically. Sadira

clapped a hand over her mouth. The animals looked

at her with sympathy, but everyone else looked

shocked. Sadira hoped Mamoru was all right. She

tore her gaze from the window and faced the

others. "I um..." She started. What could she

say? Then Mozenrath marched over to her.

  "We'll be back." He told everyone, taking

Sadira by the arm.

  "Hey!" Sadira yelped.

  "I just want to talk to you." Mozenrath assured

her before they left the room.

  "I know what you're trying to do." She

announced once they were in the hallway.

  "And I know you know." He whispered tightening

his grip on her.

  "The sand switch spell isn't going to make

Hikaru fall in love with you." Sadira told him.

  "It already has." Mozenrath stated.

  "You really think so? The spell is just a

facade. Hikaru may see you in the way she would

have seen Mamoru, but her feelings for the real

Mamoru are still there."

 "How would you know that?" Mozenrath scoffed.

  "Trust me, I know." Sadira said. "The fact that

you'd go to such lengths to have Hikaru by your

side says a lot."

  "Does it? Then why should feelings for that

wimp of a knight still remain in Hikaru?"

  "Even under a spell, she'll never completely

forget who she truly loves." Sadira pointed out.

Mozenrath knew this deep down, but he hated to

hear it. His face formed an angry scowl and he

let Sadira go. As he walked away an idea came to

him. Now he knew just what to do about her.

Mozenrath walked quickly down the hall to find

Aladdin and Jasmine. He saw Princess Jasmine

first, as she was coming out of Hikaru's room. "I

just sent the guards after Mamoru." She said. Her

eyes were still blazing.

  "Excellent." Mozenrath said calmly. When

Jasmine gave him a funny look he cleared his

throat and added, "He belongs in chains."

Aladdin joined them in the hall. "I have

something important to tell you two." Mozenrath

began. That got their attention. "Sadira has been

acting strange."

  "I noticed." Jasmine commented.

  "I have reason to believe she's under one of

Mamoru's spells." Mozenrath got to the point.

Aladdin and Jasmine's eyes grew wide. "It seems

like she is on his side now." He went on. "And

you saw her reaction when he fell..."

  "That makes sense." Aladdin said thoughtfully.

"We need to help her!"

  "I think the only thing that can help is to

lock her up - for her own good." Mozenrath

suggested.

  "We can't do that!" Jasmine protested.

  "You want her to help Mamoru?" Mozenrath asked

a little sharply.

  "Of course not." Jasmine crossed her arms.

  "Then we have to keep her somewhere until the

spell can be broken."

  "I don't like it any more than you do Jasmine."

Aladdin sighed. "But we have to keep Hikaru safe.

I know Sadira would never do anything to help

Mamoru of her own will. We'll find a way to undo

that spell, and fast."

Jasmine hung her head low and relented.


A few hours later, Mozenrath sat with Hikaru in

the garden. Blast that spell! It had seemed so

simple at the time. Now, he had to come up with a

way to take care of Sadira and the animals.

Sadira alone wouldn't be a problem. If he had to,

he'd just do away with her and hide the body. But

the animals were another story. Not only did

Mozenrath have Iago, Abu, Jinsoku, and Rajah to

worry about, but many of the animals in the Five

Kingdoms were as articulate as humans. Mozenrath

would have to find a spell to alter the memories

of all the animals, or find another component to

the sand switch spell. He glanced over at Hikaru.

She was his now, and he wasn't about to let some

sand witch or a few medaling animals get in the

way.


"What was wrong with Sadira?" Hikaru finally

asked, for she had been deep in thought as well.

"Will she be ok?"


"She's under a spell. She should be fine."

Mozenrath assured her.


"She was about to tell me something. And

Mamoru--" Hikaru stopped herself. When Mamoru had

shown up, Hikaru had felt something...different.

And now, she felt a need to be near him.


"It's Mamoru's spell on Sadira." Mozenrath told

her. "You can't trust anything she says."


"Why would he target Sadira?" Hikaru wondered.

It didn't make sense. She would have thought the

sorcerer would have used Aladdin, Yousuke or

Moeagaru to serve his purposes.


"He is crafty." Mozenrath said. "I bet he was

trying to catch you off guard." He put an arm

around Hikaru.


"What's going to happen to him?" Hikaru asked.


"That's up to Princess Jasmine or the Sultan.

But I imagine he will stay locked up at the very

least."


"I'd like to speak to him," Hikaru said.


"What? Why?" Mozenrath demanded.


"I can't just let him rot in the dungeon. I feel

there are things unsettled," Hikaru explained.


Mozenrath wasn't about to let Hikaru go near

Mamoru.  "You can't Hikaru, it might be dangerous

for you." He looked her straight in the eye. "I

love you, I can't risk you getting hurt."


"How can he hurt me if he's locked up?" Hikaru

asked.


"He's sneaky. We can't take the chance. Aren't

you happy he can't bother you anymore?"


"Yes," Hikaru said slowly, "but it doesn't have

to end this way. I know there's a good person

inside, and I can heal him."


"You know trying to heal him would only destroy

him. You don't want to be responsible for that do

you?" Mozenrath said.


"The scepter only destroys pure evil. If there's

some good in someone, they either lead a new

life, or are reborn," Hikaru explained. "I

thought you knew that. You were there when I

healed Kikiyo, and she's doing ok the last time I

checked. And Jafar and Saluk both were reborn."


"Right." Mozenrath stalled. "And you see some

good in Mamoru?" He had to talk her out of seeing

him. That might ruin everything.


Hikaru nodded. "He may not show it around you or

the others, but it's there."


"I'm sorry Hikaru, but I can't sit back and let

you face him alone. I don't know how but you

could get hurt."


"But--" Hikaru started to protest.


"Let Aladdin and Jasmine handle him from here."

He insisted.


"But I know if I--"


"It's not worth the risk." Mozenrath stated.

"Trust me, it's in your best interest to stay far

away from him. I'm only looking out for you,

Hikaru."


That night, Hikaru slipped downstairs to the

dungeon where she knew Mamoru was being kept.

Mozenrath had been so set in keeping her away

from him. That didn't make sense. Shouldn't she

try to heal him while he was captured? At any

rate, Hikaru felt she couldn't rest until she

spoke with the sorcerer.


"I knew you couldn't leave me to wrought in the

dungeon," Mamoru said, when he saw Hikaru.

"You're not like those losers you call your

friends."


"I just came here to speak to you," Hikaru said,

not letting down her guard.


Sadira paced back and forth in the room where

Aladdin and Jasmine had put her. She couldn't

blame them for their decision. They were under

Mozenrath's influence. She had to find a way out.


"How should I know where they put her?" Sadira

heard the unmistakable voice of Iago.


Sadira began banging on the door. "I'm in here!"

she called.


Abu chattered something from outside.


"Well, I was just going to check there!" Iago

told the monkey.


A few minutes later, the sound of a lock being

picked could be heard, and then the door opened.


"How did you manage to find me?" Sadira asked.


"It wasn't easy," Iago admitted. "C'mon. Jinsoku

is telling Hikaru where Mamoru is. We need to

keep Mozenrotten from getting in the way again!

Let's go! We ain't got time to waste here!" Abu

chattered and shook a finger at the bird. "What?

I been a sidekick and taken orders for so long!

Thought I'd try takin charge for once."


"You can argue later!" Sadira said, grabbing

Iago and heading for the dungeon. Abu just shook

his head and followed after the two.


The group had just reached the hall that led to

the dungeons, when Mozenrath intercepted them.


"You've interfered for the last time," he said

in a low tone.


"Look in a mirror and say that, would ya?" Iago

squalked.


Mozenrath took out his silver whip and slashed

it at his enemies, but Sadira was quick to catch

the other end, and sent the wizard flying. "I

didn't survive on the streets for most of my life

by filing my nails," she told him.


Just then, Aladdin, Jasmine and the other four

princesses burst into the room.


"What's going on?" Aladdin demanded.


"It's worse than I thought!" Mozenrath said,

getting up. "Sadira's gone mad! And she's got

those two under her control!" Mozenrath pointed

to Iago and Abu.


"Where's Hikaru?" Moeagaru demanded.


"You couldn't stop thinking about me, could

you?" Mamoru asked.


"Something was different about you today,"

Hikaru said.


"You felt it, too?" Mamoru looked surprised.

"I've known I loved you for quite some time,

Hikaru, but--"


"You've known what?" Hikaru asked, not sure she

heard right.


"True, I only wanted you for your power at

first, but somewhere along the way, I became

attached to you. Now, I can't imagine life

without you."


"Hikaru! Get away from him!" Hikaru turned to

see Mozenrath in the doorway, but for some

reason, she didn't want to leave Mamoru.


From behind Mozenrath came Sadira and Iago. The

medaling sand witch had tried to block

Mozenrath's path, but he had managed to get past.

Sadira used her magic to send sand in the

sorcerer's eyes.


"Sadira, this has gone way too far!" Jasmine

said, coming down the stairs with Aladdin.


"Stay back!" Sadira commanded.


"Oh, enough already!" Iago shouted. "I am sick

of all this sand switch madness!"


"What's he talking about?" Aladdin asked.


But before anyone could answer, Iago flew at top

speed into Hikaru, causing her to fall into the

chained-up mamoru.


"NOOOOOOO!" Mozenrath screamed, as Hikaru's lips

landed ontop of Mamoru's. As soon as they

touched, a white light engulfed everybody,

putting things back the way they were.


The next morning, Hikaru walked through the

garden with Mamoru, her hand in his.


"It's so good to see you kids together again!"

Iago said cheerfully, landing on Mamoru's

shoulder.


"That's not what you said last night," Hikaru

reminded him.


"Yes," Mamoru agreed. "I believe the term was

'gag me before I barf!'"


"Oh, that," Iago remembered. "I was just kiddin'

around. Can't you take a joke?"


"Iago," Hikaru said reproachfully, "I'm not

going to increase your food supply."


"Yeah, he eats enough already," Sadira laughed,

coming out into the garden. She decided to hide

her relief that things were back to normal. She

knew that only she, the animals and Mozenrath had

any memory of the previous day. "Hikaru, Jasmine

and I are going shopping. Would you like to join

us?"


"Sure!" Hikaru beamed. "I just got my allowance

this morning!"


"And you better not blow it all in one shopping

trip!" came Hikari's voice.


Mozenrath cursed as he reappeared back in his

castle.


"Master back!" Xerxes said, flying to his boss.


"Of course he's back! He lives here!" Nao said,

flying into the room. "You're weird!"


"Nao, did you do the dishes like I asked?"

Mozenrath asked the sprite.


"Nao lazy slug," Xerxes said. "No do dishes!"


Nao quickly flew out of the room, before

Mozenrath could repremand her for not doing her

chores.


"Xerxes, I've tried everything I could think

of," Mozenrath sighed, sitting back in his

throne.


"Not get princess?" Xerxes asked, surprised. It

wasn't like his master to give up so easily.


"I will have Hikaru beside me," Mozenrath said.

"But I've been trying too hard. It's time I took

a new approach. This time, it will work. And

nobody will be around to stop me!" Mozenrath

laughed. Xerxes, seeing that his master was in

good spirits, started laughing as well.

