Agrabah’s For The Birds


Iago sat in the game room with Jinsoku and Abu.

Though the three often got into it, for some

reason, they loved playing cards together. In

fact, Aladdin had once commented that he'd worry

the day he saw the three together and getting

along without bickering.


"Quit hogging the peanuts!" Iago shouted to Abu,

who took another handful.


"I thought it was grapes you loved so much,"

Jinsoku commented.


Abu started chattering up a storm.


"That's a lie and you know it!" Iago shouted. "I

don't eat everything that doesn't move!"


"Riiiight," Jinsoku said. "Just most of it."


"Do you wanna give me lip or play cards?" Iago

demanded.


In the throne room, the Sultan was talking with

Aladdin and Jasmine. "My people's well-being is

one of my main concerns," the Sultan was saying.

"Something needs to be done about the recent

attacks."


"Aladdin, the five Princesses and I have gone to

great lengths to keep Agrabah safe," Jasmine

said, "but the news of an unsolved murder

distresses me. Is there any new information on

that?"


"Not that I've heard," the Sultan shook his

head. "But the guards have been doing everything

in their power to find the murderer."


"That's the problem," Aladdin muttered.


"What was that?" Jasmine gave Aladdin a look.


"Nothing," Aladdin said, "I was just thinking

maybe some kind of demon patrol might benefit

Agrabah."


"He's right," Jasmine agreed. "It seems like

lately the demons from the Demonic Forest seem to

have an attraction to Agrabah."


"But what else can be done about this problem?"

the Sultan asked.


"Why don't you hire a demon slayer?" Hikaru

asked from the doorway.


"Hikaru! How long have you been standing there?"

Aladdin asked.


"I'm sorry," Hikaru appologized. "I came to ask

Jasmine something, then I heard your problem. A

lot of demon slayers from the Five Kingdoms go

work in other kingdoms after training. If you

contact Mama, she'll find someone to help protect

Agrabah right away."


"We can fly out to the Five Kingdoms as soon as

you would like, Father," Jasmine told the Sultan.


"That would be wonderful," the Sultan smiled.


"And what was this about an unsolved murder?"

Hikaru asked.


Aladdin struggled for an answer. He and Jasmine

had agreed not to tell the girls about this, but

he didn't want to lie to Hikaru either.

Fortunately, before he could come up with an

answer, shouts could be heard.


"I'm not Nao!" Primera shouted. "You know I'm

Primera!"


"Sprite!" Rasoul was heard to yell. Then running

footsteps followed by a CRASH! Then "Moooooo!"


Seconds later, a cow, followed by an angry

Primera burst into the throne room.

A couple of hours later Aladdin and Jasmine were

on their way to Cosmos. They needed to speak with

Queen Hikaraseru about possibly hiring one of the

Five Kingdom's demon slayers. The two only took

Carpet along with them. The girls had school and

Genie promised to take over teaching all their

classes for the day. The trip was a fairly long

one, even at Carpet's steady flying pace. Aladdin

and Jasmine chatted along the way.

  "Primera's sure getting creative." Aladdin

grinned. He was referring to what the fairy had

done to Rasoul earlier. Lately Primera messing

with Rasoul had been his greatest source of

entertainment.

  "Yes." Jasmine laughed. Sometimes she felt

sorry for the Captain of the Royal Guard, but she

had to admit that had been quite funny. "You

would think he'd learn!"

  "Not Rasoul." Aladdin shook his head.

After a few minutes of just taking in the scenery

Jasmine grew thoughtful. She took her husband's

hand. "I know we'll only be gone for the day, but

I hope things are okay at home. I can't help

worrying....with demons on the loose and that

unsolved murder. What if someone has been waiting

for a chance like this?"

Aladdin knew it was possible, but he saw no use

in Jasmine worrying over it. There wasn't much

they could do from here. "Trust me, everyone will

be fine. You know the girls can pretty much take

care of themselves."

  "Right, and I know Father won't let anything

happen to Cassim and Destiny. Still..." She

trailed off.

  "Jasmine, we'll be back soon. Hopefully with

all the help we'll need." Aladdin assured her.

********************

Back in Agrabah a teenaged boy was running wildly

down the street. He was being chased by a vicious

looking black bird. The boy had to duck as the

flying creature swooped down at his head. He had

never seen such a mad bird! Today there seemed to

be black birds or vultures circling the city.

Such a thing had never been seen in Agrabah until

now.

Across town a young woman was having a coughing

fit. She thought maybe she was allergic to

something....but she had no idea what. Within a

minute it got very hard to breathe and the girl

passed out near her front door.

A few homes down the street an entire family had

taken ill. It had hit them all so suddenly. They

broke out in sweats, got very dizzy and felt

great nausea. If they didn't know better the

family members would have sworn it was some kind

of horrible plague. As they did their best to

rest a single black feather blew in through an

open window.

*********************

Once Jasmine and Aladdin arrived at the Cosmos

Palace they were greeted by the Queen herself -

she wore a bright smile. "My friends." She

called, ushering them into a sitting room. "What

brings you here?" Hikaraseru could tell from

their expressions that Hikaru was fine and this

was not about her precious daughter. The two

didn't exactly look worried, more like curious.

  "Hello!" Aladdin and Jasmine chorused. Jasmine

gave Hikaraseru a quick hug.

  "We won't take up much of your time..." Aladdin

started.

  "Nonsense, I always have time for my daughter's

favorite teachers." The Queen insisted. They had

had a seat on a plush sofa.

  "Well, Agrabah has been having a lot of demon

invasions." Jasmine explained. "It's getting to

be too much to handle."

  "We were wondering if The Five Kingdoms could

spare a demon slayer?" Aladdin inquired.

  "I think that would be a wonderful solution."

Hikaraseru nodded. "And I know just who you

should talk to about that." She called in a

servant and politely asked them to send for Sango

- the best demon slayer around. While they waited

for Sango to arrive Aladdin and Jasmine were

served tea.

Sango didn't waste time in getting to the Palace.

Aladdin filled her in on their problem. "Oh, I

think I know just who you could hire. Kagome is

my best student."

  "Would she be willing to travel so far?"

Jasmine asked.

  "Of course!" Sango replied. "Demon slayers go

where we are needed. If demons are attacking

Agrabah then Kagome would jump at the chance to

stop them." Sango motioned for Aladdin and

Jasmine to follow her. "Come on, we'll go talk to

her right now."

They all said farewell to the Queen and headed

off to find Kagome.


Later, the five princesses, Iago and Genie

headed out to the Market Place to do some

shopping. But when they arrived, it wasn't to

find the usual hustle and bustle of happy

shoppers. Instead, the streets were silent, save

for the sounds of moaning and crying. Every now

and then, black birds would fly overhead.


"What's going on?" Moeagaru demanded, as the

group rushed to a woman.

  "I don't know," she said. "One minute,

everything was fine, and the next, my entire

family came down with some strange illness. It

happened right after--"


"Right after what?" Moeagaru pressed. But a

large blackbird answered her question by swooping

down. "Look out!" she cried, getting the woman

out of harm's way.


Hanako took action next, slashing the bird

several times with her rose whip.


"I'll take over from here!" Hikaru said, making

her sceptar appear. Within minutes, the bird was

destroyed and became a pile of ashes.


"Nice work!" Genie praised.


"Well, we have to find a more effective

technique," Hanako said, gesturing to the birds

that were still active. "We have to get to the

bottom of this." Hanako then picked up a feather

off the ground. "I noticed the birds are dropping

these," she said, holding up the feather.


"Go into your house and lock all the doors and

windows," Hikaru advised the woman. "We'll get to

the bottom of this."


"The feather definately holds some sort of

magic," Hikaru confirmed, once the group had

returned to the palace. "And I'd hate to say it,

but the Aura is definately demonic."


"Most bird demons do use their feathers to emit

magic attacks," Kaze added.


Suddenly, the group heard a scream from the

throne room.


"That was the Sultan!" Umi cried.


The princesses rushed to the throne room to find

that a black bird had flown into the window, and

was ready to attack the Sultan. Moeagaru was

quick to use her flame arrow on the creature.


The evil bird just laughed. "You'll never win!"

it shrieked. "Hagetaka-Kuro will get what he

wants!" With that, the bird flew back out the

window.


"Hagetaka-Kuro," Kaze repeated. "I should have

known." Then she looked over at the Sultan, who

was writhing in pain.


"Let's get him to bed," Hikaru suggested. "I

hope Aladdin and Jasmine get back here soon with

the new demon slayer."


In Hagetaka-Kuro's castle, the bird watched the

scene in the throne room. "It won't be long now,"

he smiled. "If I know Kaze, she'll do anything to

save people's lives. Especially when those lives

depend on her decision."


"Your Magesty!" A black bird with now charred

feathers flew into the room.


"What is it, Karasu!" Hagetaka-Kuro demanded.

"Must you interupt me when I'm gloating!?"


"I attacked the Sultan, just like you

instructed," Karasu said.


"I know that, you idiot!" Hagetaka-Kuro boomed.

"Do you think I watch Agrabah just to get foreign

recipes?"


"No, sir, but--"


"You imbasile! What did I tell you about that?"


"Sir?" Karasu was confused.


"Never call me sir!" Hagetaka-Kuro shouted.


"Sorry, s--" Hagetaka-Kuro glared at his

sidekick. "Your Magesty."



"Now, go make preparations for our trip to

Agrabah," Hagetaka-Kuro ordered. "We leave

immediately."


"Yes, Your Magesty," Kurasu bowed and flew off.

Aladdin and Jasmine were making their way back to

Agrabah with the city's new demon slayer in tow.

Kagome had quickly agreed to come with them. She

was actually excited about the job.

  "I've never been so far from the Five

Kingdoms." Kagome was saying. "I think this will

be quite an experience, and a sort of test of

what I can really do."

  "Sango said you are excellent at taking down

demons of any size." Jasmine commented.

  "I know I don't have anything to prove to

Sango... it's my mother who was worried about me

going into such a dangerous profession." Kagome

told them. "I want to show her that I will be

fine."

  "It's a mother's job to worry." Aladdin

chuckled. He remembered when his own mother was

alive, she always seemed worried about him

getting hurt or getting into trouble.

  "True." Kagome smiled.

*******************

In Agrabah the Five Princesses and Genie stood

around the Sultan. He was in his giant bed, still

moaning. Hikaru held his chubby hand. "Maybe I

could heal him..." She thought aloud.

  "It's worth a try." Umi urged.

  "But we don't even know all his symptoms."

Hanako spoke up. The Sultan was obviously sick

and in pain but he hadn't said exactly what hurt.

The blackbirds could have done anything to him.

  "You have a point, but I have to try." Hikaru

insisted. She held both hands over the Sultan and

concentrated. Her power seemed to help him some,

but it didn't take away everything.

  "Aladdin and Jasmine sure have been gone a

while." Kaze noted. "I hope they hurry back. The

city is barely hanging on!"

  "We'll do all we can until they arrive with

help." Moeagaru said with determination.

  "Maybe we could go to the Five Kingdoms?" Umi

suggested. "We could get the book of spells."

  "Right, that would reverse the feather's

effects!" Hanako's eyes lit up.

Genie glanced out a window. "I don't know if

we'll have time for that. The sky is full of

those nasty birds!" He reported. Then a much

larger flying creature came into view.

"Hagetaka-Kuro!"

  "He's here?" Hikaru exclaimed. "You guys go

ahead, I'll stay with the Sultan and protect him

for now."

  "Good plan." Hanako nodded. "Let's get out

there."

The evil vulture met the group on the front steps

of the palace. "There you are!" He eyed Kaze.

  "What do you want?" Moeagaru demanded.

  "I think you know..." The bird grinned. "I'll

be glad to call the birds off, IF you hand over

Princess Kaze."


Aladdin and Jasmine flew through the skies with

Kagome, when Nao nearly collided with them.


"Nao?" Aladdin asked, surprised the little

sprite wasn't following Mozenrath for once.


"Can't talk," Nao said breathlessly. "I still

have one more ingredient to get for Mozenrath's

latest spell. I thought I'd have to go into the

Demonic Forest to find a bird demon's feather,

but as luck would have it, there's a lot of

demonic birds over that way," Nao pointed in the

direction of Agrabah. "So, you see, I don't have

to travel to the Demonic Forest now at all.

Sprites, pixies and fairies should never go into

that horrible place, you know There's beings that

eat us, and in some cases, sprites who go into

the Demonic Forest turn into imps. I don't wanna

be an imp--"


"What was that?" Jasmine asked urgently. "Repeat

what you just said."


"Well, if a sprite goes into the Demonic Forest

and decides to stay, they will eventually turn

into an imp. That's the evil counterpart of a

sprite, you know. But the imps that were born

imps don't like the imps that used to be sprites.

Reliable sources say--"


"I meant Agrabah!" Jasmine said impatiently. She

was starting to see why Primera disliked sprites

so much. "You said there were demons near

Agrabah."


"In, actually," Nao confirmed. "There's an awful

lot of them, too."


"Let's move!" Aladdin said. With that, Aladdin,

Jasmine, Kagome and Carpet sped off.


"What did I say?" Nao wondered aloud.


"We'll go down fighting before we hand over

Kaze!" Moeagaru shouted, stepping forward. But

Kaze put up a hand to stop her.


"I'm afraid that's not an option," Kaze said

solumnly. Then to Hagetaka-Kuro she said, "If I

agree to go with you, will you call off your

birds and leave Agrabah's people alone?"


"Of course he will!" Kurasu said, coming out

from behind Hagetaka-Kuro. "You're what he's

really after. He doesn't give a fig about

Agrabah."


"Karasu!" Hagetaka-Kuro shouted. "Do you mind!"


"Sorry Your Magesty," Karasu said putting a wing

over his beak.


"The little idiot does have a point, though,"

Hagetaka-Kuro said. "I have no use for Agrabah at

all. If you agree to come with me peacefully,

this city will never hear from me again."


Just then, something struck Hagetaka-Kuro from

behind. The vulture turned to see Aladdin,

Jasmine and one of the demon slayers from the

Five Kingdoms.


"You'll pay for that!" Hagetaka-Kuro screamed,

pulling out the arrow.


"I don't think so," Kagome said. "Demons never

win as long as there's demon slayers from the

Five Kingdoms around."


"Ah, but you're no doubt one of the younger

breed. I'll teach you a lesson about respecting

your elders." The bird flew at Kagome, but the

girl was quick, jumping out of the way.


"And I'll teach you to be respectful when you

visit a foreign land," Kagome responded, tossing

what looked to be a frisbee at the bird demon,

hitting him in the neck. Then, handing a bundle

of what looked to be feathers to Kaze, she said,

"Fly over Agrabah and drop these as you fly."

Kaze did as she was told.


Hagetaka-Kuro struggled to his feet. He hadn't

counted on a demon slayer showing up, let alone

one who was so well-trained. It was too risky to

stay and keep fighting, for he knew that to do so

would mean losing half his minions. "You may have

won this time," he said, "but I never give up!"

The vulture took off, but it was obvious Kagome's

attacks had taken a lot out of the bird. His

sidekick, Kurasu flew to him, attempting to carry

his boss.


"You imbasil!" Hagetaka-Kuro screamed. "Don't

grip me so tightly!" Kurasu loosened his grip.

Unfortunately, in doing so, he lost hold of

Hagetaka-Kuro. "You idiot!" the demon screamed.


The group laughed as the two flew off. Kurasu

continuing to struggle with his boss, and

Hagetaka-Kuro screaming and ranting all the way.


Hikaru breathed a sigh of relief as Aladdin,

Jasmine, Kagome and the other four princesses

came into the room. "Thank goodness you're here,"

she whispered. "Can you help him?" she gestured

to the Sultan.


Kagome nodded, taking out a small vial of some

sort of liquid. She then approached the Sultan,

giving him a drop of its contents. Everybody in

the room held their breath automatically.


The Sultan opened his eyes, and sat up.


"Father!" Jasmine rushed to her father.


"How do you feel?" Hikaru asked.


"Much better," the Sultan answered. "Almost as

if I never got ill. What was that you gave me?"

he asked Kagome.


"It's a special syrum made from purified demon

blood. It works to counteract just about any

spell a demon might cast."


"Like those feathers you gave Kaze?" Hikaru

asked.


"Yes," Kagome said. "Tomorrow morning, Agrabah

should be back to normal, and I'm here to make

sure it stays that way."

