Adventures in Agrabah - Part 37 - Sink or Swim

"We're almost there!" Umi cried, as 

they neared the familiar
surroundings of her kingdom, Aquadom. It was 

early March, and
the group was headed there for the water 

Princess's birthday.
When asked how she wanted to celebrate her 

fifteenth birthday,
Umi answered that she couldn't see 

celebrating it anywhere away
from home. So, our friends, the Agrabanians 

and the residents of
the Five Kingdoms were headed to Aquadom for 

a week.
It had been nearly three months since 

Mozenrath had resurrected
Jafar. Mozenrath had not been heard of in 

those three months,
nor had there been any other threats to our 

heroes.
"I'm going to enjoy this," Hikaru 

sighed. "I don't think I've
had much time to explore Aquadom in over a 

year."
"I'll have to show you all around," Umi 

said.
"When are Saleen and Serena due to 

arrive?" Jasmine asked.
"They'll be there with their boyfriends 

tomorrow afternoon,"
Umi explained. "And I almost forgot to 

mention, you'll get to
meet my sisters."
"You have three of them, right?" 

Aladdin asked.
Umi nodded. "Kaigara, Coral and Marina

."
"You might get to meet Mitsuru, as 

well," Kaze added.
"Your little brother, right?" Aladdin 

asked.
"Yes," Kaze replied. "He's a big fan of 

yours."
"Really? Wow. I would like to meet him 

then." Aladdin smiled.
"He wants to be a hero when he grows 

up," Kaze explained.

The group arrived at Umi's castle, 

where they were greeted by
Umi's parents, King Poseidon and Queen 

Michiru.
"Welcome home!" Michiru smiled. "Did 

you have a good trip?"
"Yes," Umi said, "but I couldn't wait 

to get home."
"Couldn't wait to go swimming, you 

mean," Poseidon laughed.
"How'd you know?" Umi asked.
"There isn't one of my daughters that 

doesn't like the sea,"
Poseidon answered, giving his daughter a hug.
"Queen Arashi and King Onkyou are 

here," Michiru said, leading
the group into a sitting room, where the King 

and Queen of
Windom were waiting.
Queen Arashi was sitting, but suspended in 

midair, just like
her daughter would sit. "Hi!" she said, 

getting up to meet the
arriving guests. "It's good to see you!" she 

smiled. Aladdin,
Mitsuru's been going on about you all 

morning. He's been looking
forward to your arrival."
Almost on cue, a little boy, about five 

years of age, with dark
blonde hair raced into the room. "Aladdin!" 

he cried.
"Mitsuru, don't run inside," his mother 

scolded. "You could get
hurt."
"Ah, Mom," Mitsuru whined.
"Mitsuru! Wait for me!" a little girl 

with pink and blonde hair
cried, coming into the room.
"Marina, get lost!" Mitsuru snapped. "I 

swear, she follows me
everywhere!"
"Mitsuru, don't be rude," King Onkyou 

scolded.
"But Dad, girls are icky!"
"Hey!" Kaze protested, giving her 

little brother a playful
shove. "I happen to be a girl!"
"But big sisters are different," 

Mitsuru argued.
"Your mother's a girl," Onkyou pointed 

out.
"Moms aren't girls," Mitsuru explained. 

"Moms are moms. They
don't have cooties."
Onkyou stepped over to his son and 

whispered something in his
ear.
Mitsuru went over to Marina and took 

her by the hand. "Come on,
my dear, I'll show you how to fly." The young 

prince had
recently learned how to hold others up with 

him in midair.
"Ooh!" Marina gushed. "I always wanted 

to fly!" The two headed
out of the room.
"They're so cute," Jasmine said, 

thinking of her own children
back at home.
"They can be," Umi agreed, "but they 

can also be a handful."
"What did you say to Mitsuru?" Aladdin 

asked Onkyou.
"I told him that you liked girls and 

didn't think they were
icky at all." With that, everybody in the 

room burst out
laughing.

Later that day, Umi took the 

Agrabanians on a tour of her
kingdom. Mitsuru and Marina had even gone 

along, because Mitsuru
wanted to spend time with Aladdin, and Marina 

wanted to spend
time with Mitsuru. Hikaru stayed behind, 

since Mamoru was due to
arrive soon. Arashi and Michiru kept her 

company.
"When are your parents returning from 

Venus?" Michiru asked.
"Sometime this evening," Hikaru said.
"I know Kaze will be glad to see them," 

Arashi laughed. Yusuke
had taken care of things around Cosmos, in 

the King and Queen's
absence.
"Hey, ya got anything to eat around 

here?" Iago asked, flying
into the room.
"Iago, you just had lunch," Hikaru 

pointed out.
"Hey, it was a long trip!" the bird 

protested.
"During which you rested on Carpet," 

Hikaru reminded him.
"I thought you went with Umi and the 

others," Michiru said to
Iago.
"They're exploring the underwater part 

of the kingdom now, and
I don't know about that breathing under water 

business."
"It's perfectly safe," Michiru assured 

him.
"Sorry, I'm happier flying," Iago said.
"Or letting someone do it for you," 

Hikaru laughed.

"This place is so magical!" Jasmine 

commented as Umi lead the
way to another part of Aquadom. The group had 

already seen a
lot, but Jasmine's favorite so far had been 

the underwater
neighborhoods. Everything looked so 

different. Aladdin and
Jasmine had certainly seen the world, but no 

where else looked
anything like Aquadom. The water was clear 

and clean but from a
distance looked a gorgeous shade of blue. 

Every building looked
unique - unlike most in Agrabah. And the 

people were very
friendly. It didn't seem to bother them at 

all that land
dwellers were visiting.

"Yeah, it's amazing." Aladdin agreed.

"Amazing." Mitsuru repeated with a big 

smile. He was sticking
close to Aladdin.

"I love it here." Umi nodded. As they swam 

on four familiar
figures came into view. It was Serena, Saleen 

and the boys!
"Swim on over!" Umi called out.

"It's so great to finally get to visit." 

Saleen said as soon
as she swam over to the group.

"We just got here. It sure didn't take long 

to find you all."
Serena told them. "Oh and we saw Mamoru near 

the castle. He's
probably with Hikaru now."

"Can't blame him. And, I agree, fantastic 

place!" Seth said
with enthusiasm.

"Home sweet sea." Umi smiled. "C'mon, join 

the tour."

"Wouldn't miss it!" Saleen squealed.


*************************

In one of the darkest corners of the abyss 

Wanizame sat on a
home made throne. His tail swished as he 

thought.
Tomorrow.....tomorrow he would put his new 

plan into action. He
could hardly wait! Very soon Princess Umi 

would belong to him.
This time everything would work out. He 

didn't even require any
help. He was a genius among demons. The shark 

tossed some live
shrimp into his mouth. They were good for a 

light snack.

He had finally decided on which of Umi's 

younger sisters to go
after. The littlest one seemed to always be 

with a grown up, so
Coral - the 6 year old - was the perfect 

target. Wanizame knew
for a fact that Umi would do anything for her 

family. She would
be like smashed seaweed in his hands. This 

had been a long time
coming....and Umi didn't even suspect 

anything. With her friends
visiting it was the right time for the shark 

to strike. Every
one was busy with the guests.

"I am unstoppable." He gloated aloud to 

himself. Some nearby
fish gave him strange looks but he could care 

less. Lucky for
them he was in a pleasant mood. If it had 

bothered him he could
easily just eat them. The demon chuckled at 

the amusing thought.

On a beach, near the Aquadom palace, 

Hikaru, Mamoru, Kaze,
Yusuke and Coral were taking a walk. Every 

now and then, Coral
would dart out into the ocean, and run back 

to the shore.
"I hope Umi will take me exploring 

tomorrow," Coral said, as
she darted back to the others. "There's so 

much I haven't seen
yet, and Mama says I'm too young to go alone

."
"Why didn't you go with Umi and the others 

when she and the
others left earlier?" Hikaru asked.
"Because Mitsuru and Marina went, and they 

can't handle half
as much swimming around as I can. They would 

be too tired to
explore too many of the underwater caves and 

caverns."
"Mitsuru has boundless energy," Kaze 

laughed. "I thought
about having him do a few laps around the 

Five Kingdoms once,
just so he'd tire himself out and take a nap

." The others
laughed.
Up ahead, Hikaru noticed Primera, with two 

of her friends.
One was a Pixie named Bluebelle, and the 

other, a fairy named
Hitsugikai. Apparently, the three had the 

same idea of coming to
the beach. Hikaru waved to the three, and 

they came flying
toward her.
"Didn't expect to see you here, today," 

Hikaru said. "But I'm
glad you decided to hang out at the beach, 

all the same."
"It was Primera's idea," Hitsugikai, a 

shepherdess fairy from
Fresia said. "I'd have wanted to play with my 

animals, but I'm
glad Primera talked me into coming out here, 

today. It's such a
lovely day."
"We might actually go shopping in Fresia 

later," Primera
said. "Would you like to come with us?"
"Of course!" Hikaru smiled. "After lunch, 

we'll all go."

That night, after dinner, Coral found 

Umi in a sitting room
with Lantis, Saleen, Seth, Aladdin, Jasmine, 

Hikaru,Mamoru,
Michiru and Poseidon.
"What's up, Coral?" Umi asked her 

little sister.
"Tomorrow, could you show me around to 

all the places you like
to explore? I'm a whole six years, now, and 

Mama says I can go,
just as long as you take me."
Umi shook her head. "I'm sorry," she 

said, "Tomorrow, I have to
go to Aquadom Central. I'll be there pretty 

much all day."
"Couldn't we go when you get back?" 

Coral asked.
"I might not get back here until night 

time," Umi said. "I'm
sorry.
"I'll wait up for you," Coral offered. 

"Come on, please?"
"What if Mamoru and I took you?" Hikaru 

offered. "I probably
don't know the waters of Aquadom as well as 

Umi, but she's
showed me some of the best spots."
"You'll have to show her the caves 

where most of the Aquadom
jewls come from."
"Definately," Hikaru smiled. "So, are 

you up for it, Coral?"
"Yeah!" Coral brightened up. "I can't 

wait!"
"You better get ready for bed," Michiru 

advised. "You'll need a
good night's sleep for tomorrow."
Coral, who normally tried to bargain 

for an extra half hour
when she was told to go to bed, rushed to do 

as she was told.
She knew that the faster she went to sleep, 

the faster tomorrow
would come, and the faster tomorrow came, the 

faster she could
see all the neat places Umi had told her 

about.

At about nine the next morning, the 

three set out. Coral
transformed into her mermaid form, and a 

water fairy enabled
Hikaru and Mamoru to breathe under water.
"This is so cool!" Coral cried, as they 

swam through an
underwater forest. "I think Daddy took me 

camping here last
summer."
"It could be," Hikaru said. "This spot 

is great for underwater
camping."
The three swam on, until Coral stopped, 

gasping audibly.
Hikaru was about to ask what was up, 

but then she saw it, too.
On the ledge of a deep casm, lay a shimmering 

pink jewel.
Something wasn't right. Those jewels didn't 

just lay around in
this particular casm, unless somebody put 

them there. In fact,
it was time the three turned around and went 

the other way.
"That's the biggest, prettiest jewel 

I've ever seen!" Coral
said, as she swam to it.
"Coral!" Hikaru acted quickly, pushing 

Coral out of the way,
just as an incredible force began to create a 

powerful suction.
"Get back!" Yes, the three were right near 

the Abyss, and one of
the undersea demons had set a trap.
"Hikaru!" Mamoru cried, as his 

girlfriend was being sucked into
the darkness. Quickly, he grabbed her arm and 

tried to pull her
out of the suction. Then suddenly, a powerful 

force knocked the
two apart. Hikaru was sucked into the Abyss, 

and Mamoru hit
against a nearby piller.
Seconds later, Wanizame came up from 

the Abyss, holding Hikaru.
"Normally, I hate when things don't go as 

planned," he said
evenly. "But in this case, I think I'll still 

get what I want."
"What're you talking about!" Mamoru 

demanded, getting up.
"And if it isn't the would-be demon 

slayer," Wanizame scoffed.
"If you want to see your girlfriend alive 

again, have Princess
Umi come to my castle by midnight tonight."
"You sadistic piece of sludge!" Mamoru 

said through gritted
teeth.
"Strong words from someone who couldn't 

even save his own
girlfriend," Wanizame laughed. "Keep in mind 

who has the upper
hand. If Umi's not at my castle by midnight, 

I'll feed Hikaru to
my pet peranas. They love the taste of young 

virgins." With
that, Wanizame used his power to send Coral 

and Mamoru, with
incredible force, back within the Aquadom 

city limits.

"You're sick!" Hikaru said, giving 

Wanizame a disgusted look.
"Umi'll never become your queen."
"She'll have to," Wanizame retorted. "

If she thinks your life
is in danger, she'll have no choice but to 

dump that loser
mortal and join me."
"'If she thinks my life is in danger?'" 

Hikaru was taken aback.
Something about the way Wanizame said this 

made her curious.
"I don't make it a habit of feeding 

girls to my pets," he
explained. "That act is reserved for those 

who double-cross me.
And Lantis. No, I have other plans for you." 

As Wanizame said
this last sentence, he used his magic to 

create an exact copy of
Hikaru. "We're going on a little trip."
"What are you talking about?" Hikaru 

wanted to know.
"If Umi decides to defy me and recruit 

an attack force, I'll be
ready. Meanwhile, I know of a certain 

sorcerer who'll be happy
to see you."
"You're not taking me to Mozenrath!" 

Hikaru said with
authority, struggling against Wanizame's 

powerful grip.
"Oh, yes, I am," Wanizame laughed. "And 

just so you don't use
your mental powers to contact your little 

friends," Wanizame
sent a sleep spell through Hikaru. Knowing 

that Hikaru had
likely gotten much stronger since he had last 

seen her, Wanizame
had strengthened this spell, making it four 

times stronger than
its normal dosage. The evil shark smiled with 

satisfaction, as
he saw Hikaru's eyes close.

Within the hour, Wanizame made it to 

Mozenrath's kingdom,
carrying the unconsious Hikaru. As he neared 

the castle, he
swore, as Kiba-Okami approached him.
"I didn't realize Mozenrath got a new 

pet," Wanizame said. "I
should talk to him about leash laws."
"And I should talk to him about 

guppies," Kiba-Okami retorted.
"You do that," Wanizame said, walking 

past. He knew that was
supposed to be some kind of insult, but it 

didn't phase the
shark demon.
Kiba-Okami darted in front of Wanizame. 

"You're just going to
hand Hikaru over to Mozenrath?" the wolf 

demanded. "What
happened to the Demon Code of Honour?"
"That doesn't apply to idiots or 

hopeless perverts," Wanizame
said. Kiba-Okami tried to grab Hikaru from 

Wanizame's arms, but
he was met by an eledctrical shock from 

Hikaru. "See? You can't
even touch her," Wanizame laughed. "And all 

because you had to
be stupid. Every demon knows it's not as fun 

to force yourself
on a girl. You got desperate."
"How do you know about that?" Kiba-

Okami asked, surprised an
aquadic demon would know what was going on in 

the Demonic
Forest.
"Your fleas told me," Wanizame said.
"I don't have fleas!" Kiba-Okami 

argued.
"Yeah, yeah," Wanizame said, "you're 

wasting my time, mutt. I
have better things to do with my time than 

stand here and argue
with a complete idiot."
"I'm not a complete idiot," Kiba-Okami 

started to explain, but
Wanizame sent a jellyfish ray at him, hitting 

the wolf in the
stomach. Kiba-Okami screamed, and doubled 

over in pain as
Wanizame walked past.

Meanwhile, Xerxes had witnessed the 

whole scene, and flew to
Mozenrath's throne room to let his master 

know the shark demon
was on his way with Hikaru.
The eel found Mozenrath sitting on his 

throne, reading a book.
The book was titled, "101 Ways To Torture A 

Sprite," but there
was no way Xerxes could have told you that.
"Mozenrath!" Xerxes cried.
"What is it?" The wizard asked, putting 

the book down.
"Shark here," Xerxes replied. "Has 

Hikaru."
"Really?" That got Mozenrath's 

interest. "Let him in."
Xerxes did as he was told. After 

Wanizame had entered the
throne room, the eel left the two alone.

Xerxes flew down the hall, looking for 

something to do. He
thought to search for Nao. She was fun to 

annoy.
He didn't have to look for very long, 

as he noticed Nao taking
a bath. The eel had never seen the little 

sprite without any
clothes before, but he liked what he saw. Not 

quite as pleasing
as Hikaru, but definately not an eyesore. 

Plus, Nao was closer
to his size. Now, Xerxes would be able to 

watch both Hikaru and
Nao. Why hadn't Mozenrath shown an interest 

in such delicious
scenery before?
As Xerxes watched the pink-haired 

sprite, drool began to form
at the corners of his mouth. Then suddenly, 

Nao turned sharply
and screamed.
"You disgusting pervert!" she raged. "

Get out of here!" In her
anger, Nao shot a blast of magic at Xerxes.
Xerxes fell to the ground, landing on 

four feet. Quickly, he
rushed to a mirror. Nao had turned him into 

squirrels, rabbits,
and even had him in doll clothes one time. 

And Xerxes hated
every minute of it. The eel looked in the 

mirror, and hid a
satisfied smile. A fluffy white persian cat 

stared back at him.
Xerxes glared at Nao, to make her think he 

hated this form.
"That'll teach you to be a perve!" she 

shouted, as Xerxes left
the room.
Xerxes headed down the hall, and hid 

until the appropriate
time. If Mozenrath saw him as a cat before he 

got to have some
fun with Hikaru, then he'd probably turn him 

back into his
original form, and make him eat cat food for 

a week. No, Xerxes
wasn't about to waste his time as a cat.

"You've got a miserable mutt in your 

kingdom," Wanizame said,
as he entered the throne room. "You might 

want to consider
having the beast euthinized." Wanizame 

laughed.
"Thanks, the minute I find him I'll do 

that." Mozenrath mused.
Suddenly, the two heard a feminine 

scream. "What was that?"
Wanizame wanted to know. Then he spied the 

book Mozenrath was
reading. "I see," he laughed. "Not much 

that's worse than a
sprite."
"Right. They are very annoying. And I 

seem to be stuck with
this one....for now." Mozenrath replied.
"If you want to know a little secret, 

have her get something
for you that's very hard to find. One of 

those spells from
Hades, for example. She won't come back until 

she gets it.
You'll be free of her for a little while, at 

least." Wanizame
told him.
"I have had her do all sort of chores

...but hadn't tried that.
Good tip." The sorcerer smiled. "I hear you 

have something I
need?"
"Ah, yes," Wanizame smiled. "Hikaru's 

friends don't know it,
but they're about to rescue her copy. I'll 

have my revenge on
that demned mortal sailor, and have Umi by my 

side. I figured
you'd want to keep Hikaru."
"You figured right." Mozenrath nodded. 

"Be careful with the
copy, it won't work unless it's very 

detailed."
"It'll serve it's purpose," Wanizame 

assured him.
Just then, Kiba-Okami came stumbling 

in, clutching his stomach.
"I won't let you...keep her..." he got out. 

"She's ... mine!"
"Awww," Wanizame laughed, "The mutt is 

trying to walk." He
turned to Kiba-Okami. "It only hurts more if 

you try to move."
"Oh it'll really hurt more if you come 

any closer." Mozenrath
warned. "In case you forgot, this is MY 

kingdom."
"You think everything's yours," Kiba-

Okami said, slurring his
words. "Hikaru's mine! She doesn't even like 

you!"
"She likes YOU? Ha! I suppose that's 

why you get zapped when
you come near her?" Mozenrath pointed out.
"She's playing hard to get," Kiba-Okami 

said.
Suddenly, a familiar rainbow whip flew 

by, knocking Kiba-Okami
to the ground, and almost hitting Wanizame. 

"Go away, mutt,"
Hikaru whispered.
"Drat!" Wanizame grumbled. "I 

strengthened that spell four
times."
"That's pretty hard to get." Mozenrath 

laughed.
"Shut up, Queer Boy!" Kiba-Okami 

snapped. "At least I know what
to do with a woman."
"Aparently not." Mozenrath said, then 

he stood and raised his
hand. A powerful bolt came from his hand and 

shocked the wolf
good.
Kiba-Okami screamed in pain. Suddenly, 

Hikaru's Love and Beauty
Shock came out and hit Kiba-Okami in the 

head, knocking him
unconsious. "Shut up," she whispered. "People 

are trying to
sleep!"
"Well done, my dear." Mozenrath smiled.
"As entertaining as this is," Wanizame 

said, "I've got to get
back to my castle. We'll have to do this 

again sometime." As
Wanizame walked past Kiba-Okami, he sent 

another jellyfish ray
at the wolf. "Oops," he said, "Demned 

jellyfish ray has a mind
of its own."
"Have fun with Umi!" Mozenrath called. 

Then he focused his
attention on Hikaru.
The Princess was still standing up but half 

asleep. She looked
peaceful now that the room was quiet. The 

wizard wasted no time
in scooping her up. Right now no restraint 

was necessary.

Hikaru still struggled to stay awake. She 

could hear everything
around her, but couldn't open her eyes. She 

felt Mozenrath scoop
her up, but was too tired to resist. It had 

taken a lot of
energy just to throw attacks at Kiba-Okami. 

For some reason, now
she couldn't even use any of her attacks. 

Hikaru knew that
eventually, sleep would overtake her.

Mozenrath laid Hikaru down on a couch in the 

next room, then he
quickly went back into his throne room to 

throw out the unwanted
trash. He mercilessly blasted Kiba-Okami out 

a window. "Stay out
of my kingdom ...I won't be so hospitable 

next time!" He yelled.
Then the sorcerer turned on his heel and 

walked back to Hikaru.
She was trying to say something but it came 

out as a mumble. She
was almost completely out. She was so cute 

Mozenrath soon found
himself leaning toward her. Ever since he had 

realized how much
he loved her the wizard had held back some 

from kissing Hikaru.
It was different now...not just something to 

annoy her or a show
of control. He began removing the shark's 

sleep spell. No need
to keep Hikaru in this state. He gazed at her 

and slowly his
lips pressed against hers, Mozenrath was 

pleasently surprised to
find that Princess Hikaru was actually 

kissing him back! She
responded and fluttered her eyes. Did she 

know what she was
doing? This time there was no magic envolved. 

Mozenrath put his
arms around her lightly and she still kissed 

him back.

Hikaru continued to respond to Mozenrath's 

kiss, enjoying the
moment. She knew it was Mozenrath, but a part 

of her didn't want
the kiss to end. There was something 

different in the way
Mozenrath kissed her; different from the 

first time he had
kissed her, and she liked the feeling.

Why was she doing this? Hikaru suddenly 

thought of Mamoru. She
couldn't betray him; she loved him. Hikaru 

pulled back slightly,
almost embarrassed by the moment.

Now that the sleep spell was off Hikaru's 

fully open eyes stared
back at Mozenrath. Her cheeks began to get 

pink. He smiled at
her, curious as to why she didn't pull away 

sooner. Her face was
still very close to his. The Princess's kiss 

was very different
from all the times she had been under his 

control. It was pure,
honest....and it had more feeling.

"That so did not happen!" Hikaru insisted.

"Seemed real enough." Mozenrath cracked.

Hikaru backed away. "I can't believe I--" She 

broke off. Her
face registered shock.

"You did." Mozenrath confirmed. "Relax, it 

isn't like you
murdered anyone." He shrugged. Inside he was 

excited but tried
not to show it.

"Why must you make light of it!?"

"You'd rather I gloated or pounced on you?" 

Mozenrath raised
an eyebrow.

"No! I'd rather--" She paused for a minute, 

then turned away.
"Nevermind."

"I don't understand it either," Mozenrath 

admitted. "But like
it or not it happened."

"I wanna go home." She stated.

"Well, some things never change." Mozenrath 

muttered.

Hikaru started to walk off, but didn't get 

very far before she
spotted a white and fluffy cat. The cat 

immediately went up to
her and began brushing up against her and 

purring. "When did you
get a cat?" Hikaru asked, scooping the cat up 

in her arms.

"I don't have a--" The wizard started to 

say, then it dawned
on him just who the cat might be.

"Did you turn Nao into a--" Hikaru stopped 

midsentence, and
stared at the cat, who was kneeding into her 

with its paws in an
almost perverted way. "Xerxes?" Hikaru tried 

to put the cat
down, but it held on.

"Xerxes! Down!" Mozenrath ordered angrily.

"Meow?" Xerxes looked up at his master as 

though he didn't
know what Mozenrath was talking about.

"I know you're an idiot, but you do 

understand words!"
Mozenrath snapped. "Get away from her, NOW!"

"Meow!" Xerxes rested his head against 

Hikaru's chest, and
gave Mozenrath an almost defiant look.

Mozenrath shot daggers at the little cat with 

his eyes then
grabbed him by the neck and jerked him away 

from Hikaru. "That
was NOT a request!" He informed his sidekick.

"Why did you turn him into a cat?" Hikaru 

questioned.

"I didn't." Mozenrath said honestly. He 

tossed Xerxes aside
and zapped him good.

"You mean he can turn himself into a cat?"

"Of course not...." Mozenrath replied. He 

thought for a
second. Nao! "The Sprite must have done it to 

him." No wonder
she had been scarce for a little while. "NAO

!!" He screamed,
turning his head toward the doorway.

Nao had just gotten dressed from her bath, 

when she heard
Mozenrath's angry voice. Oh, no. What did she 

do now? Quickly,
she flew to the wizard. "Yes?" she asked 

innocently. Better to
play innocent, so he'd think she didn't do 

whatever it was that
she supposedly did.

"Did you turn Xerxes into a cat?" He 

demanded.

"No," Nao lied.

"Oh? So am I to assume that he fell into 

some cursed waters
and will forever remain a cat?" He said with 

heavy sarcasm.

"Something like that," Nao said, avoiding 

Mozenrath's gaze.

The sorcerer reached out for her, silently 

inviting Nao to have
a seat on his hand. He cupped it around the 

little Sprite gently
at first, then began to squeeze. "Want to 

rethink that answer?"

"He was watching me take a bath! And 

drooling!" Nao insisted.

"I see. And for that he will be punished." 

Mozenrath noted.
"But you can't just turn him into random 

things. Did you know
Xerxes likes being a cat?"

"But he gave me the most awful look when I 

turned him into one."
Nao objected. "Why would he like being a 

cat?"

"The form has...certain advantages." The 

wizard said, giving
her a hint.

"You mean--" Nao remembered that plenty of 

girls Hikaru's age
loved cats. "Oops..."

*********
Meanwhile, Mamoru and Coral hurried as 

fast as they could back
to the Aquadom palace. There, they met 

Aladdin, Jasmine, Hanako,
Moeagaru and Kaze.
"Princess Hikaru's been captured!" 

Coral got out.
"Was it Mozenrath?" Aladdin asked.
"Not this time," Mamoru replied. "It 

was Wanizame."
"And all because she saved me," Coral 

fretted. "If it weren't
for me..."
Jasmine put a comforting arm around the 

younger princess. "You
can't blame yourself," she told her. "It's in 

Hikaru's nature to
look out for others."
"Wanizame wants Umi at his castle by 

midnight," Mamoru
explained. "If she doesn't come--"
"We'll have to travel to Aquadom 

Central as soon as possible
and alert Umi," Hanako said. "She'll want to 

know about this.
"We can't put my sister in danger, 

though," Coral pointed out.
"We won't be putting her in danger," 

Aladdin assured her.
"We'll be there, too, ready for anything that 

no-good shark has
to throw at us."
"I can't go," Moeagaru sighed. "My fire 

power will be no good
underwater."
"And I doubt if my wind power will be 

much help," Kaze added.
"I'll go!" said a voice in the doorway.
"Mitsuru!" Kaze turned her head in the 

direction of the door,
to see her little brother standing there. "

You're supposed to be
taking a nap!"
"I'm too old to take a nap," the boy 

insisted. "Besides, action
heroes don't take naps. I wanna fight that 

nasty codfish and
tear out his gizard!"
"Mitsuru!" Kaze was shocked. "Where did 

you learn such things?"
"One of my friends at school has a 

brother who's a demon
slayer," Mitsuru explained. "And Wanizame is 

a demon, ain't he?"
"Isn't he," Kaze corrected.
"Yeah, well, I'll be using his bones as 

boomerangs next week,"
Mitsuru continued.
"No, you're going to go take your nap," 

Kaze told him.
"But I told you, action heroes don't 

take naps!"
"Yes, they do," Aladdin said. "If you 

go take your nap, I'll
tell you about the first time I used my 

spirit powers to defeat
Mozenrath."
This got Mitsuru to do what he was 

told, and the little prince
hurried back to the nursery to take his nap.

Meanwhile, Aladdin, Jasmine, Genie, 

Mamoru and Hanako hurried
to Aquadom Central. It was a part of the 

kingdom that was an
island in part of it, but the surrounding 

area was underwater.
They found Umi at a cafe with Lantis, Saleen, 

Serena, Seth and
Kusinagi, who had joined her for this trip. 

Mamoru quickly told
the group what had happened.
"You know I have to meet Wanizame," Umi 

said solumnly. "There's
not much else I can do. He doesn't mess 

around."
"And we'll be right behind you," 

Jasmine assured her.
"We're going, too," Serena spoke up.
"Yeah," Saleen added. "I still haven't 

forgiven that oversized
trout for his last stunt."

A few minutes later, Umi was headed to 

Wanizame's castle, in
the Demonic Abyss. The others gave her about 

ten minutes, before
they followed behind.
Umi swam as fast as she could to 

Wanizame's castle. She hated
this place, even more than the Demonic 

Forest. The creatures
looked at her as though they might want to 

have a bit of fun
with this young mermaid, but they were 

instructed, by Wanizame,
not to touch her.

Umi arrived in Wanizame's throne room, 

to find the shark demon
waiting for her. Hikaru was tied up, just a 

few feet away.
"I'm glad you could make it," Wanizame 

said evenly, swimming
over to Umi.
"Let my friend go," Umi commanded, not 

wanting to waste any
time.
"You're in my kingdom now, Princess. 

You can't just order me
around. I'll let her go when I'm good and 

ready."
"I did what you asked," Umi told him. 

"The least you could do
is hold up your end of the bargain."
"I intend to," Wanizame said. "But I 

call the shots here." The
shark demon moved even closer to Umi, 

grabbing her by the arm.

Back in the Aquadom palace, Mitsuru 

tossed and turned. He
couldn't very well explain it, but any grown

-up could tell you
that the little prince knew that things were 

amiss, and he
couldn't just go to sleep when he knew an 

evil demon was holding
someone captive.
"Marina!" he whispered, shaking the 

four-year-old. "Wake up!"
Marina rolled over and yawned. "What is 

it?" she asked
sleepily.
"Wake up, you were having a nightmare!"
"No I wasn't," Marina insisted.
"Yes you were," Mitsuru argued. "I'm 

older than you. I know
these things."
"Oh!" Marina said, as Mitsuru led her 

downstairs to Moeagaru
and Kaze.

"What're you two doing up?" Moeagaru 

asked, when the two
entered the sitting room where she and Kaze 

were trying to pass
the time.
"Mitsuru says I had a nightmare," 

Marina explained.
"Oh, he did?" Kaze asked, knowing this 

tactic of her little
brother's.
"She was tossing and turning and 

everything," Mitsuru lied.
"Well, I guess you two might as well 

join us," Kaze said.

In the palace pantry, Iago, Abu and 

Jinsoku were gathering food
for their post-post-lunch-post-pre-supper-

snack snack.
Abu got out some peanut butter and 

bananas, and began making a
sandwich.
"I could never eat peanut butter," 

Jinsoku said, popping some
grapes into his mouth.
"But you sure can eat grapes," Iago 

muttered. "Save some for
me!"
"But you've got cheesecake," Jinsoku 

argued.
"So? You've got carrots, but that 

doesn't stop you from eating
everything else in sight!"
"There's plenty of food!" Jinsoku 

pointed out.
"Until you eat it all!" Iago argued.
"Shut up!...Hey, Monkey! Those are my 

cheese sticks! Hands
off!"
Abu chattered.
"I am not a gluttonous cow!" Iago 

shouted. "Where does he get
this stuff?"
"Yeah, cows aren't as loud as you," 

Jinsoku muttered.

Meanwhile, in Wanizame's castle, 

Aladdin, Jasmine, Hanako,
Mamoru, Genie, Lantis, Saleen, Serena, Seth 

and Kusinagi
crouched in their hiding place, ready to 

attack.
"What's he waiting for?" Jasmine 

whispered.
"I don't know," Aladdin answered in the 

same whisper, "but it's
getting time for us to make our move. Just 

remember the plan."
Jasmine nodded.

"You understand, of course," Wanizame 

was saying, "that if I
let her go, you must stay with me forever."
Umi nodded. Behind him, she could see 

Aladdin and Mamoru
swimming toward Hikaru, ready to free her.
From the other direction, a throwing 

star flew past, nearly
hitting Wanizame, and causing him to release 

Umi.
"You won't win, you codfish!" Lantis 

shouted.
"I hate cocky sailors," Wanizame 

muttered. With that, he shot
an electric eel blast at Lantis, but the 

sailor ducked.
Meanwhile, Saleen and Serena combined their 

powers, causing a
current to force Wanizame into the wall.
"Nice trick," he mused. "But keep in 

mind, a good villain is
always prepared. Taking out a whistle, he 

blew, sending a signal
to his toughest allies. Octopuses, eels and 

jellyfish came to
his aid, attacking the two mermaid sisters.
"Ow!" Saleen cried, as a jellyfish 

stung her. "You don't play
fair!"
"Oh, gee, I'm sorry," Wanizame said, 

his voice dripping with
sarcasm, "but, um, I wasn't aware there was a 

law saying I had
to."
"Well, two can play at your game," Seth 

said, pulling out a
whistle of his own, and blowing it. Within 

minutes, several more
sea creatures from Saleen's kingdom came 

rushing in, battling
with Wanizame's creatures.
The shark demon swore, but still had 

plenty more tricks up his
sleve. With a snap of his fingers, several 

shards of coral flew
at his unwanted guests.
"Ouch!" Hanako cried, as a shard got 

her in the shoulder.
"This is fire coral!" Serena cried.
"That's right," Wanizame laughed. "One 

prick, and you'll feel
as though you're burning to death. Great 

trick, huh?"
Somehow, Mamoru and Aladdin managed to dodge 

Wanizame's
onslaught, and got to Hikaru.
"Don't worry, Hikaru," Mamoru 

whispered. "We'll get you and
everyone else out of here!"
"Oh, that won't be necessary," Hikaru 

laughed, before a metal
cage fell down on the two heroes.
"What..." Aladdin trailed off, as the 

Hikaru clone disappeared.
Wanizame laughed maniacally. "You're 

all so gullible! You
played right into my hands! Now, nothing can 

stop me!"

Iago, Abu and Jinsoku had moved on from 

gathering snacks to
playing a game of cards. To round out the 

number of players,
Carpet had joined them. Carpet was Iago's 

favorite game partner
- not only did he always win, but he never 

ate!

"Go fish!" Iago announced, snickering at 

the monkey and
Jinsoku.

"You better not be cheating again." Jinsoku 

scolded.

"Me? Cheat?" Iago did his best to look 

innocent....and when
that didn't work he just glared across the 

table. Abu started
chattering up a storm. "What? I didn't touch 

your precious
bananas!" Iago replied rolling his eyes. "You 

two just lay off
the grapes!"

Just to get to Iago Jinsoku reached over and 

popped a few fresh
green grapes into his mouth. "Hey!" Iago 

screamed. "Do ya wanna
play cards or have a war?"


*************************


Mozenrath had finally gotten Nao to turn 

Xerxes back into his
self. Her punishment was to eat cat food for 

three days. Xerxes
would be doing the same, for his perverted 

ways. Now The wizard
and Hikaru were both seated in chairs with 

some time to
themselves. Xerxes and Nao had been sent to 

do chores by their
master. Mozenrath couldn't help noticing 

after a few minutes
that Hikaru looked deep in thought. The 

wheels were definitely
turning....was she planning an escape?

"I hope you aren't thinking of trying to 

escape. Cause it
won't work." He stated.

"I wasn't thinking anything of the sort." 

Hikaru lied.

"I can tell when you aren't being truthful

." Mozenrath told
her.

"Oh, how can you tell?" She wanted to know.

"Your eyes." He said simply.

"Stop knowing everything about me!" Hikaru 

shouted. Mozenrath
was so frustrating!

"I've known all the facts for a long time, 

can't help having a
good memory." He shrugged.

"I've got nothing more to say," Hikaru said, 

more to herself.
She crossed her arms in a defiant motion.

"Hikaru, you could enjoy being with me if 

you tried. I have
seen proof of that. Just think about that 

kiss earlier, you know
there was no magic involved in that."

"I don't belong with you." Hikaru 

responded. She knew where
she did belong and nothing could ever get her 

to abandon Mamoru
or her people.

"You think so now... but perhaps I'll grow 

on you." He winked.

"You know my destiny is to rule the Five 

Kingdoms." She
reminded him.

"There's no rule that says I can't rule 

with you." The
sorcerer smiled.

"Mamoru might object," Hikaru muttered.

'He wouldn't if he were dead....' Mozenrath 

thought. But now was
not the time to entertain that notion. "Did 

you ever consider
that life might not revolve around Mamoru? 

Maybe he isn't 'the
one' for you?"

"I know he is," Hikaru insisted. "He and I 

always have a good
time together, and...I just feel so right 

with him."

"What feels right may not BE right." 

Mozenrath pointed out.
Just speaking of that no account knight made 

him sick. But he
was taking his shot at changing the way 

Hikaru thought.

"Well, I know you and I don't belong 

together." She said with
some confidence.

"Do you really?" Mozenrath got up and 

walked the three paces
to Hikaru's chair. He leaned down and looked 

her straight in the
eyes. "I think if you did you wouldn't feel 

anything when I do
this." He kissed her softly on the lips, and 

lingered there for
a few moments.

Hikaru averted her eyes. This was too 

awkward! "Go away," she
whispered. More than anything she wanted a 

little time alone,
that way she could escape easier. She wasn't 

sure if this tactic
would work....Mozenrath was hard to fool.

The wizard stared hard at Hikaru for a 

second. He knew she might
really need to work things out, but this 

could also just be an
excuse to get him to leave her alone. "Fine." 

He finally stated.
With a snap of his fingers chains appeared on 

Hikaru's wrists.
"Just in case." He told her. "I'll leave you 

with your thoughts
for now." He added before walking out of the 

room.


**************************


In the abyss, Wanizame amused himself by 

poking needles into the
bottle he had trapped Genie in. It wasn't 

just any empty bottle
in the sea, this one had power! Suction to be 

exact. It had
vacuumed Genie in quickly. The shark demon 

found it hilarious to
keep poking the once all powerful Genie of 

the lamp.

After a few minutes he resealed the magic 

bottle and went next
to torture Lantis. He had the sailor tied up 

with rough coral.
The shark had been waiting for this. At last, 

he had Lantis at
his mercy....and Wanizame didn't have any 

mercy. Now the demon
would pay him back for the scar and for 

winning Princess Umi's
affections. Wanizame advanced on his foe 

armed with several
throwing stars. He loved the irony of using 

Lantis's own weapon
against him. "Time for target practice." The 

evil shark grinned.
He started tossing the sharp stars at Lantis 

and laughing as
they got closer and closer.

"Stop it you overgrown clown fish!" Saleen 

barked. She was
tied up with Serena across the room.

"You can interfere when we're in YOUR 

kingdom little mermaid."
The shark said over his shoulder. "That is

....if you live
through tonight."

"You maniac! Leave him alone!" Umi ordered.

"What's that?" Wanizame paused and turned. 

His eyes came to
rest on Umi's face. With a single motion he 

beckoned the
helpless Princess closer, the dark waters 

drawing her forward.
"Well, I could have a lot more fun with you." 

He snickered. Just
as he had Umi in his grasp something flew 

seemingly out of
nowhere and stabbed into the shark demon's 

back.
Wanizame turned to see two demon 

slayers. There was an older
man with them, but the shark knew he wasn't 

an actual demon
slayer. Perhaps he was one of their 

suppliers, and Wanizame had
seen this man before.
"You've had enough fun for one day," 

Cassim told the shark.
"Actually, it looks like it's just 

getting interesting,"
Wanizame quipped.
"Let Umi go," Sango, the older of the 

two demon slayers
ordered.
Wanizame shot a jellyfish ray at Sango, 

but she hadn't become a
trainer for the demon slayers of the Five 

Kingdoms for nothing.
Quickly, she held up her arms. The ray 

bounced off her armlets,
hitting the shark demon in the stomach, 

making him writhe in
pain.
"You'll pay for this!" he hollered.
"Send my secretary a bill," Cassim 

retorted, as he freed the
shark's captives.
"How did you find us?" Aladdin asked, 

as his father freed him
and Mamoru.
"Kaze and Moeagaru told me where you 

and the others had gone. I
had a feeling you'd need some back-up.
"We're glad you showed up," Jasmine 

said.
Mamoru swam over to the defeated shark. 

"What did you do with
Princess Hikaru?" he demanded angrily.
"Hikaru's safe," he answered 

cryptically. "As for her
wherabouts, I think you're smart enough to 

figure that one out
eventually."

In Mozenrath's castle, Hikaru struggled 

against the chains.
Mozenrath certainly didn't lack anything as 

far as intelligence
was concerned, learning from any defeats. Not 

only were these
chains anti-magic, but there was no hope of 

Hikaru wriggling her
way out of them, since they moved with her, 

making escape
impossible.
Suddenly, Hikaru spotted Nao. Maybe the 

little Sprite could
help her.
"That stupid eel can't do anything 

right!" the sprite vented.
Then she noticed Hikaru's chains. "I guess 

you want me to help
you get out of those."
"Can you?" Hikaru asked.
Nao thought for a moment. On one hand, 

Mozenrath wouldn't be
too happy. But on the other hand, she had 

known Hikaru for
longer, and plus if Hikaru wasn't around, 

she, Nao, could get
closer to the sorcerer. Pulling out a 

hairpin, she flew over to
Hikaru and went to work on the chains.
"I know a secret way out of here," she 

told Hikaru, once the
chains were off. "Follow me, and Mozenrath 

won't catch you
escaping."

Nao led Hikaru down a corridor that 

looked deserted. "I've
learned this place frontwords and backwards," 

Nao explained.
"There's a door that leads outside, just up 

this hall, and then
I'm sure you can take it from there." Hikaru 

nodded.
Before the two got too much further, 

Xerxes caught up to them
and blocked their way. "You supposed to be 

working!" he told
Nao.
"Xerxes, MOVE!" Nao commanded, giving 

the eel a swift kick.
"Mozenrath!" the eel screamed. But 

before the eel could say
more, Hikaru used her mental powers on him. 

"Forget you," he
said, before flying into a nearby wall 

repeatedly.

Mozenrath heard Xerxes and hurried 

toward where the eel's
scream came from. He could be goofing off 

again, but the wizard
wasn't willing to chance that. Mozenrath 

caught up and saw
Xerxes slamming himself head first into a 

wall a few times. He
pulled him back by the tail then threw him 

down. "What is going
on?" He asked.
"Master?" Xerxes asked. Why was 

Mozenrath interupting this fun
game?
"I said, WHAT IS GOING ON?" Mozenrath 

yelled.
"Wall fun!" Xerxes informed his master. 

"Try it." The eel moved
out of the way, as if expecting Mozenrath to 

start slamming into
the wall.

Once Hikaru saw that Xerxes was 

distracted, she made her way
out the door. When she was outside, she put 

her fingers to her
lips and gave a high-pitched whistle. A few 

seconds later, her
broom flew to her and she took to the skies, 

en route back to
Aquadom.

Inside, Xerxes shook his head, as if he 

were waking up from a
dream. Yes, since Hikaru was now heading back 

to Aquadom, she
didn't see any need to keep controling the 

eel's mind. "Princess
escaping!" Xerxes informed his boss.
"WHAT!?" Mozenrath said, surprised and 

enraged. "Which way did
she go?"
Xerxes gestured to the door. "Nao 

helped," he said, but noticed
that the sprite was nowhere.
"She'll regret this..." Mozenrath 

mumbled, heading out the
door.
Once outside Mozenrath spotted Hikaru 

up in the sky. She was on
that blasted flying broom! The sorcerer 

growled in anger as
Princess Hikaru looked down and caught sight 

of him. She was
quick to go into some type of warp speed! She 

disappeared in a
pink and white blur.

At the speed Hikaru was flying, it 

didn't take her long to
reach Aquadom. Once she was over the blue-

green scenery, she
slowed the broom down and made ready to land.

"Of course that slimy shark wouldn't 

say what he did with
Hikaru," Moeagaru seethed. "So like a 

villain."
"We can guess where she would be," Umi 

said, "but we need a
plan. "That creep's brought her to Mozenrath 

before."
"And what's to stop him from doing it 

again?" Aladdin added.
Umi brought out her magic mirror to 

find out where Hikaru was.
"That's not necessary," said an 

unmistakable voice from the
doorway.
"Hikaru!" everybody cried.
"You're ok!" Mamoru rushed to his 

girlfriend to give her a warm
embrace.
Suddenly, the group heard several 

shouts and crashes from the
other room.

"You cheater!" Jinsoku shouted. "Must 

you always look at
everybody's cards?"
"I wouldn't have to if that monkey 

didn't always cheat!"
Abu chattered something.
"And you kiss your mother with that 

mouth?" Iago asked.
Soon, the three began chasing each 

other. When Aladdin and the
others entered, it was to find cards, 

feathers and fruit flying.
"I'm glad things are back to normal 

around here," Jasmine
laughed.

In Wanizame's castle, the shark was 

just recovering from his
own attack. Those wretched fools would pay 

for this humiliation.
The wheels were already turning in Wanizame's 

head. He had heavy
connections with Hebi-Kuro, Hagetaka-Kuro and 

Kumori-Kuro, so he
knew that all five princesses were saught 

after by someone. The
shark swam over to his throne and pulled out 

a pearl, which was
the size of a volleyball. He used this to 

look in on different
people, and Wanizame was curious about how 

Mozenrath was doing
with Hikaru. Waving his hand over the pearl, 

he saw the image of
an angry Mozenrath, shutting that annoying 

sprite inside a
lanturn. So, Mozenrath would no doubt want to 

be a part of the
shark demon's new plan.
"This time, nothing will stop us!" 

Wanizame laughed, preparing
for his trip to the Demonic Forest.

