Adventures in Agrabah - Part 35 - Marriage of Inconvenience
Mozenrath is married to Hikaru. Not only that, but Aladdin is also a fugitive. Even Princess Jasmine doesn't remember him as her husband, insisting she found Genie in the Cave of Wonders. Can Aladdin and Hikaru restore things to the way they were? Or has Mozenrath finally gotten the upper hand perminently?


***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru walked down the aisle, her arm in her father's.
Finally, this day had come.
When they reached the altar, King Helios gave her hand to
Mamoru.
"I've been waiting for this day," Mamoru said.
But when Hikaru looked up, it wasn't Mamoru at all! She
stared right into the face of Mozenrath. "And I'm never gonna
let you go," he smiled evilly.
***End Dream Sequence***
Hikaru sat straight up in bed. For the past week, it seemed,
she had been having that recurring nightmare about Mamoru
turning into Mozenrath.
Hikaru noticed that the sun was just beginning to come up.
She looked around her room quickly, and noticed this wasn't her
room at all! She was in her mother's room, sleeping in the
Queen's bed. Why was she here? She glanced beside her, to see
Mozenrath! HE was just waking up, as well.
"You're up early this morning," Mozenrath said.
"What're you doing here!" Hikaru demanded.
"Um, I live here," Mozenrath answered.
"How could you..." Hikaru jumped out of bed. Then, noticing
she was less dressed than she would prefer to be in a guy's
presence, she grabbed a blanket to hide herself.
Mozenrath walked over to her, putting his arms around her.
"Hikaru, are you ok?" he asked. "You're not acting normal."
"Get your hands off me!" Hikaru wrenched herself away from
Mozenrath.
"That's not what you said last night," Mozenrath smirked.
"What!?" Hikaru stared daggers at the sorcerer.
"Relax!" Mozenrath said assuringly, "it's not a crime for
married couples to..."
"Married!?" Hikaru asked, shocked. "Why would I marry you?
Besides, I'm only fourteen!"
Mozenrath looked genuinely concerned. "Hikaru, you've been
sixteen for six months now."
"How could I have just missed two years of my life?" Hikaru
demanded.
Just then, Hikari flew into the room. "Your Magesty?" the
fairy asked. "Is something wrong?"
"What did you just call me?" Hikaru questioned the Light
Fairy.
"You are the new queen," Hikari said. "Am I not supposed to
refer to you as 'Your Magesty'?"
"Would someone please explain to me what's going on?" Hikaru
shouted.
Mozenrath led her back to the bed. "She's been like this since
she woke up," he said. "And she was fine last night."
"Does she have a fever?" Hikari asked, coming over to feel
Hikaru's forehead. "Hmmm...she seems fine. Maybe she's pregnant.
That would account for the sudden change in mood."
"Hikari!" If Hikaru wasn't shocked before, she was now. "How
could you say such a thing!"
"But you've been married for five months," Hikari insisted,
"It's only natural--"
"Enough!" Hikaru commanded. "Hikari, I'd like to speak to you
in private."
"Hikaru," Hikari said, concern in her voice. "Are you sure
you're feeling alright?"
"No, I'm not feeling alright!" Hikaru shouted, frustrated.
"Why can't someone give me a straight answer! What is HE doing
here? And, where are my parents?"
"Oh, dear...This is worse than I thought," Hikari shook her
head. "Hikaru, your parents left after you and Mozenrath
returned from your honeymoon. You know that's always the case
when a new queen is enstated. You'll see them in another eight
months."
"I can't believe what I'm hearing," Hikaru said, putting both
hands to her head. "I thought I wasn't going to get married
until I was eighteen! And I thought--"
"I have to admit we were all shocked at first, too," Hikari
said. "But when you and Mozenrath decided to get married, it was
the happiest we'd all seen you since Mamoru's death."
Hikaru turned white with shock. "Mamoru--" she began, but
stopped herself. She couldn't complete the thought.
"Hikaru, it's been over a year," Hikari reminded her.
Hikaru wasn't listening. SHe had gotten out of bed and gotten
herself dressed. Something had happened overnight, and
apparently it had effected everybody except her. She, Hikaru,
was going to get to the bottom of it.

Hikaru ran out of her Palace looking for someone else to talk
to. She had to figure this all out. She jumped on her horse,
Kouseki, and headed for Volcana. Maybe Moeagaru could help her.
As soon as she landed outside of Moeagaru's home she ran through
the front door. Hikaru found Moeagaru in the living area.

"Moe-Chan!" She cried, happy to see her best friend.

"Hikaru! Are you all right?" Moeagaru asked, noticing the look
of worry on her friend's face.

"No! Everything is all messed up." Hikaru sank down into a
chair. "What happened?"

"What're you talking about?" Moeagaru asked.

"I married at 16...to MOZENRATH? That can't be right." Hikaru
insisted.

"Of course it's right," Moeagaru assured her. "Umi, Kaze,
Hanako and I were your bridesmaids. Don't you remember?"

"Remember?" Hikaru's eyebrows shot up. "How could I? For one
thing I am only 14. And I intended to marry Mamoru after I
finished school."

"We all thought you would wait until you were 18, too, but
after Mamoru died, you weren't quite the same. As you and
Mozenrath got closer, we were all happy to see the old Hikaru."

"I would never marry that sorcerer!" Hikaru frowned.

"But you two have been so happy together." Moeagaru stated.
"You didn't fight, did you?"

"No." Hikaru sighed. "But everything has changed overnight.
Yesterday I was 14, in Agrabah and in love with Mamoru."

"Hikaru, yesterday, you and I went shopping in the afternoon,
and you went off with your husband in the evening." Moeagaru
said evenly.

"What?" Hikaru gasped.

"Maybe you should go back to the Cosmos palace and lie down."
Moeagaru suggested.

"I don't want to! Mozenrath is there, and everybody is
perfectly fine with it!" Hikaru shook her head. Then she turned
and went for the door.

"Hikaru, where are you going?" Moeagaru called after her.

"To find someone who can give me a straight answer!" Hikaru
replied, shutting the door behind her. She again got on her
flying horse and this time she decided to go to Fresia. If
anyone would be truly honest with her Hanako would.


Hanako was in her flower garden when she looked up to see Hikaru
walking toward her. "Hi Hikaru!" She greeted. She turned
slightly to set down her water bucket.

"Hi, Hana-chan," Hikaru tried to smile.

"Is something wrong...?" Hanako wanted to know, getting a good
look at the Queen.

"Everything's wrong!" Hikaru burst out. "Last night, I went to
bed, Princess Hikaru, and I was fourteen and in love with
Mamoru. Now, it seems two years have passed overnight, and I'm
married to Mozenrath, and nobody can give me a straight answer!
They're all acting crazy, and think I'm the one that's crazy!"

"Whoa, slow down." Hanako said calmly. She put a hand on
Hikaru's shoulder. "It's impossible for two years to go by
overnight."

"I would have thought so, too, but everything is different
today from what it was yesterday." Hikaru said, eyes wide.

"I wonder if this could be a very delayed trauma over Mamoru's
death..." Hanako said softly, more to herself than to Hikaru.

"This is not helping." Hikaru muttered. "Nevermind!" She went
back to Kouseki and took off. Still confused and frustrated
Hikaru reluctantly went back to Cosmos.


Once back there she walked around the main part of town. Not
much had changed as far as scenery. How was it that everyone and
just about everything LOOKED the same but nothing WAS the same?
"This can't be happening..." She told herself. "I know Mamo-Chan
isn't dead." Did Mozenrath have everyone under a spell? Or was
this a strange alternate dimension?

Hikaru wasn't sure how long she had been walking aimlessly, but
she must have passed her favorite restaurant fifteen times. Too
bad she wasn't hungry. Usually 'Cosmic Boom' made her
practically drool. Suddenly she heard her name being called
somewhere behind her. Hikaru turned and caught sight of her
brother.

"Wait up Hikaru!" He said, jogging up to her.

"Yusuke!" She was glad to see him even if he might not have
any solutions for her. She gave him a quick hug. It seemed like
she hadn't seen him in weeks.

"I'm happy I found you." He told her as they pulled apart.
"Mozenrath is really worried. Both Hanako and Moeagaru said you
were acting odd."

"Oh no! Not you, too!" Hikaru whined.

"We're just concerned about you." He said sincerely.

"What is going on around here?" Hikaru said frantically. She
moved away from her brother then broke into a run.

"Hikaru? Was it something I said?" Her brother's voice asked
as she got further away.

There had to be someone she could really talk to. Didn't ANYONE
find all this as strange as she did? Hikaru kept going until she
got to a neighborhood on the edge of Cosmos. As she hurried down
one of the streets she thought she heard her name. The Queen
turned, but saw no one. That's when she felt a hand on her arm.
Hikaru automatically squealed, thinking maybe it was Mozenrath.

"Hikaru, it's okay." Aladdin said soothingly.

"Aladdin!" Hikaru exclaimed, happy that at least he was still
alive. "You'll never believe what's going on!"

"You know? Thank goodness!" He gave her a hug. "I thought I was
the only one not effected."

"You're not effected either? What exactly happened overnight?"
Hikaru wanted to know.

"No." Aladdin replied. "I think it's a spell...and I've been
looking for the magic hourglass. It's the only way I can think
of to adjust time."

"Magic hour glass?" Hikaru asked. She knew of such a thing
that was kept in the Cosmos palace, and she knew exactly where
it was, too. "A crystal one decorated with pink gemstones?"

"That's it!" Aladdin nodded.

"I can get that!" Hikaru was excited now. Soon, things would
be restored to the way they were.

"Great!" Aladdin smiled. "After you get it, meet--" He was cut
off as someone snuck up from behind and gave him a shove.
Aladdin stumbled but didn't quite fall to the ground. Now Hikaru
could see who had pushed him. It was Jasmine!

"How dare you speak to the Queen, you low-life!" She snarled.

"Jasmine!?" Aladdin was shocked. He glanced at Hikaru and saw
the same look of surprise on her face.

"Don't even try to act like you know me, boy." Jasmine said,
giving him a glare.

"But Jasmine, he's your husband! You have two kids together!"
Hikaru cried out.

"What?" Jasmine's mouth fell open for a second. "Beg your
pardon, Your Majesty, but I wouldn't let this scum touch me."
Why was Hikaru defending this fugitive? Jasmine squinted a bit
at Hikaru. "I heard you had been acting different today. Are you
all right?"
"Oh no..." Hikaru said, more to herself. "Jasmine, not you,
too..."

"C'mon, I'll take you home." Jasmine offered. "It isn't
exactly safe out here with HIM around." She gestured to Aladdin.

"But I don't want to go home! Mozenrath's there!" Hikaru
exclaimed.

"Looks like I'll need a little help." Jasmine said. "You have
to go home, your husband is very worried." Jasmine took Hikaru's
arm. Genie!" She called. Then she gave Hikaru a knowing smile.
"This is for your own good."

"Hey wait!" Aladdin objected. He took a step toward Jasmine
but she held out her hand to stop him. Then Genie appeared
beside her.

"Genie!" Hikaru yelled, when her blue friend appeared.
"Surely, you remember...Aladdin found you in the Cave of Wonders
years ago--"

"I found Genie!" Jasmine insisted. "And if you come any
closer, fugitive," she said to Aladdin, "I'll have to let Genie
take care of you." She was intent on protecting Hikaru.

"YOU found Genie?" Hikaru repeated. "But Aladdin was the only
one who could enter the cave! Don't you remember?"

"Nooo, I was the chosen one." Jasmine was beginning to get
even more concerned. Where did Hikaru come up with all this
stuff? She motioned for Genie to pick Hikaru up. Then she fixed
her gaze on Aladdin. "Better get lost before someone turns you
in." She whispered.

"Put ...me...down!" Hikaru ordered Genie.

"Sorry Your Magesty, no can do." Genie told her. With his
other arm he scooped up Jasmine and then took off to the Cosmos
Palace.

Once Jasmine and Genie brought Hikaru back to the Cosmos
palace, Jasmine explained to Mozenrath about what had happened.
"It's good you brought her home," Mozenrath said gratefully.
"We've all been very worried."
"Do you think Aladdin could have somehow put a spell on her?"
Jasmine asked.
"It's possible," Mozenrath answered. "For now, we'll see that
the Queen is guarded closely, and I'll personally hunt down that
ruthless piece of trash and make sure he never hurts anybody
again."
Hikaru couldn't believe what she was hearing. She had to get to
that hourglass and find Aladdin again.

Later, in the Queen's chamber, Hikaru paced back and forth.
Hikari was in the room with her, intent on watching over the
High Queen.
"Your Magesty, please sit down," Hikari insisted.
"How can I just 'sit down' when everything just changed
overnight?" Hikaru asked.
"You keep on saying that," Hikari said calmly, "but nothing's
changed. You were so happy yesterday, and now you seem
confused."
"I AM confused!"
"I think that wretched Aladdin put a spell on you," Hikari said
honestly.
"He doesn't even know any spells!" Hikaru argued. "And what's
all this about Aladdin being a fugitive?"
"Don't you remember? Aladdin's been public enemy number one for
years. He's responsible for thousands of deaths, including
Mamoru's."
"That can't be right..." Hikaru trailed off.
"Hikaru, you were right there when it happened," Hikari said.
"Aladdin wanted to kill Mamoru in front of you and he succeeded,
too."
"You're lying!" Hikaru screamed. "Aladdin would never--" Hikaru
broke off in midsentence. "I have to be in the wrong universe,"
she whispered.
"I think you better lie down," Hikari said with concern.
Hikaru thought about the hourglass. She didn't have to leave
the room to get it, as it was in a side compartment of her large
jewelry box. But she did have to distract the light fairy.
"Maybe you're right," Hikaru said. "I could use a drink, though.
Would you please get me a glass of lemonade?"
"Well," Hikari said, reluctant to leave Hikaru alone. "If it'll
make you feel better."
"I think it would," Hikaru smiled.

Once Hikari flew off to get Hikaru's lemonade, Hikaru rushed to
the big jewelry box and brought out the hourglass. It was the
same size as Primera, and decorated with pink jewels, and the
sands contained inside were silver, and sparkled and shimmered.
Hikaru hid the hourglass in her pocket, and tried the door. Of
course, it had been locked with magic. Mozenrath had ordered
that Hikaru not be allowed out of her room without an escort.
But Hikaru didn't give up. Stripping the bed of its bedding, she
went to work tying the sheets and blankets together. Then she
stepped out on the balcony and tied one end of her 'rope' to the
rail. After making sure it was secure, she climbed down.

As soon as Hikaru reached the ground, she used her mental
powers to contact Aladdin. She was at least glad that hadn't
changed.
"I'm in the mountains on the edge of Cosmos," Aladdin told her.
"I'm on my way," Hikaru replied. "I have the magic hourglass.
It was in the jewelry box with all the other family jewels."
It didn't take Hikaru long to reach the Cosmos mountain range,
as she took the shortcut she knew well.
"How far back in time do we have to go?" Hikaru asked. "When
did things change so dramatically?"
"We have to go back to when Mozenrath killed Mamoru and stop it
from happening," Aladdin explained. "With Mamoru out of the way,
Mozenrath was able to put everybody else under his influence."
"I understand he wanted Mamoru out of the way," Hikaru said
slowly, "but what I don't understand is why he kept you alive."
"Because I wanted to see Aladdin suffer before I finally did
him in." The two turned to see Mozenrath coming up the mountain.
"Always have to foil my plans, don't you, Aladdin?"
"You'll never win, Mozenrath," Aladdin shouted.
"I've already won," Mozenrath smiled. "With everybody turned
against you, nobody will come to your rescue." The evil sorcerer
stepped closer, and grabbed the hourglass from Hikaru. "What a
nice toy," he said, throwing it to the ground. Mozenrath stepped
down hard on the magic item, smashing it into the ground.
"Awww," he said mockingly, "Now I've gone and broken it! Guess
there'll be no time travel today."
"No!" Hikaru screamed.
"Oh, yes," Mozenrath said, lifting Aladdin with strength Hikaru
wasn't aware he had. "You've gotten in my way for the last time,
streetrat!" he said, holding Aladdin over the edge of the
mountain.
"No!" Hikaru screamed, louder than before. But Mozenrath had
already thrown Aladdin over. "Aladdin!"
"It was meant to be this way," Mozenrath told Hikaru, grabbing
her by the arm. "We were meant to be together, it's our
destiny."

********
"Let go of me, Mozenrath!" Hikaru screamed, sitting up in bed.
"Hikaru, it's me!" Aladdin said, his hand on her arm.
"Aladdin?" Hikaru looked around to see she was back in Agrabah,
in the room she was staying in.
"I think you were having a nightmare," Jasmine said, coming
into the room. "We heard you screaming and came to see what the
trouble was."
"I think the residents of the Moon Kingdom heard her screams,"
Iago said, flying into the room.
"Moonkingdom," Hikaru repeated, still not recovered from the
shock. "Mamoru--in my dream, he was--"
"I'm sure Mamoru's fine," Umi said. To assure Hikaru, she
brought out her mirror and said, "Show me Mamoru." The scene in
the mirror showed Mamoru heading for Agrabah. Hikaru took this
oportunity to look out the window. It looked like it was
half-past seven. Hikaru breathed a sigh of relief. The whole
thing had all been just a horrible nightmare. Mamoru was still
alive, Aladdin and Jasmine were still married, and she hadn't
married Mozenrath. And the best thing of all, Christmas was
coming soon, and many of her friends would be coming all the way
to Agrabah.
"When you're ready," Jasmine said to Hikaru, "we're having
pancakes for breakfast."
"Ooh! Pancakes!" Hikaru jumped out of bed. "I'm always ready
for pancakes!"

