Adventures in Agrabah - Part 31 - Unexpected Aliance

Hikaru sat in the library one evening after dinner. She had
been studying math, but after an hour began drawing. She had
drawn a picture of Saleen's castle, and was working on a picture
of the Lunar Palace when Jasmine entered the library.
"Studying math again, I see," Jasmine laughed, noticing
Hikaru's drawings.
Hikaru laughed. "Yeah, I can only study it the old-fashioned
way for about an hour at a time."
"Well, we're doing karaoke in the game room, if you want to
join us," Jasmine said.
"Does Iago have a big mouth?" Hikaru asked. Both princesses
laughed.

In the game room, Kaze was singing "How You Play The Game."
When she stepped down, Hikaru took over the mic, and began a
song called "Like A Dream."
"Like a dream," Hikaru sang. "I appear to you
Like a dream
That is coming true
Like a dream
I will lead you to a place you've never seen before..."
The others listened as Hikaru sang.

Meanwhile, in the Demonic Forest, KumoYasha, the evil spider
demon sat in her hideout. It had been awhile since she had left
the forest to attack humans. She had been victorious, too,
killing an entire kingdom. "Why not go out for some fun now?"
she said to herself. "Humans rarely come into the forest for me
to torment. And when they do, it's first-come, first-serve.
KumoYasha pulled from her shelf, an index of all the known
kingdoms of the world. Of course, any of the Five Kingdoms were
out of the question, otherwise they'd have been wiped off the
face of the planet a long time ago. KumoYasha opened the book to
the A's and started going down the list.
"Agrabah..." she said, as she read the name. "Now, where have
I heard that name before?"

The next day, everybody was in the game room. Genie was
playing Chess with Carpet, and losing, as usual. Iago, Moeagaru,
Nyan Nyan, Jinsoku and Abu were playing cards. Hikaru, Aladdin,
Mamoru, Jasmine, Umi and Hanako were playing Scattergories, Kaze
was trying to teach Cassim how to play air hockey and
NyankoTenshi was drawing mocking pictures of Rasoul for Primera,
Sadira, and Ami's amusement. Hikari just shook her head at this.
"The hoola dancer picture is inspiring," Primera said, "maybe
I will remember that for next time the dummy calls me a sprite."
"If you didn't let it get to you so much," Hikari told her
sister, "then he would give up calling you that."
"I doubt it," Primera grumbled. "Didn't he call Aladdin
Street Rat for years?"
Suddenly, Umi shrieked. Everybody turned to see what had
upset her. A spider, the size of Abu had climbed into the
window. "Ick!" she cried. "I hate spiders! Particularly ones
that big!"
Moeagaru rushed to the window, setting the spider ablaze.
This only caused several more spiders to come into the
window, followed by their leader, a woman with long black hair,
greyish skin and red eyes. "Well, what a surprise!" she laughed.
"I knew Agrabah sounded familiar. If it isn't the legendary
group of medalsom do-gooders! Every demon's worst nightmare!
When I'm through, I'll be a legend in the Demonic Forest."
"It's KumoYasha!" Mamoru whispered to Hikaru. "Possibly the
worst she-demon there is. Her venom is deadly."
"How dare you barge into my kingdom!" Jasmine shouted.
"How dare you barge into my kingdom!" KumoYasha mocked,
before instructing her followers to attack.
THe spiders came in droves. Several had Umi backed into a
corner. Moeagaru quickly came to her rescue, burning the nasty
creatures. The others were using the best of their powers to get
rid of the rest. Cassim, Aladdin, Jasmine, Hikaru, Hanako and
Mamoru had the best advantage.
"Your puny powers are no match for me!" KumoYasha screamed.
She began shooting spider webs at everybody, causing them to
have to dodge her attacks. Then, she spotted the Princess of
Agrabah. Morphing into spider form, she made ready for the kill.
Hikaru saw this, and ran toward Jasmine! "No!" she screamed,
pushing Jasmine out of the way. As she did so, she felt
something sting her leg.
Mamoru had been ready to strike KumoYasha with his powerful
sword, but had only done so after the nasty creature had stung
Hikaru. "Hikaru!" he screamed, as his girlfriend fell to the
ground in pain. The spider demon was already dead, and her
followers disintegrated, but that didn't stop the knight from
angrily slashing it a few more times. He slashed and slashed the
creature with his sword until nothing was left but ash. Then he
ran to Hikaru.
Finding the wound on Hikaru's leg, Mamoru began sucking the
poison out and spitting it on the ground. "I won't let you die!"
he shouted.
Hikaru moaned in pain. Her body ached from head to toe, and
she couldn't even stand on her own.

Mozenrath had seen the spider demon strike Hikaru, but it had
happened so quickly. If she would spend more time worrying about
herself...or if that wretched Mamoru had been a second faster!
Mozenrath balled his fist in anger. He watched as Mamoru tried
to suck the poison out of Hikaru. THat wouldn't work. Not for
poison as strong as that of KumoYasha's. There was only one way
to save Hikaru, and Mozenrath was hating what he would have to
do. But it was necessary if he wanted Hikaru to live.

"That isn't working." Aladdin told Mamoru. The knight looked
up at him with desperate eyes. It was obviously all he knew to
do. "Don't worry," Aladdin gave his friend a pat on the back.
"We've dealt with poison before. The first thing we have to do
is keep her warm." He wished he felt as confident as he sounded.
But Aladdin was determined he would not let Hikaru die.

Jasmine was quick to get Hikaru a blanket. She draped it over
the young Princess and even tucked it under her to help keep the
heat in.

"What else can we do?" Umi asked anxiously.

"Prop up her head." Cassim suggested. He handed Mamoru a
pillow.

"I think I know what will save her." Hanako spoke up. "I read
about a powerful herb that can cure almost anything. It's called
the herb of--"

"Shoujin." Another voice interrupted, finishing her thought.
Everyone turned to see that Mozenrath had appeared.

"This is not the time." Aladdin warned him through gritted
teeth.

"I'm here to help." Mozenrath insisted. "I know where the herb
is."

"You lie!" Mamoru spat. He was still kneeling by Hikaru, but
he looked up at the wizard with hatred.

"No, not this time." Mozenrath said evenly. "Besides what
would I gain in letting Hikaru die? She is no good to me that
way. I know where the Herb of Shoujin is and I know how hard it
will be to get to. I can't get it alone."

"He seems to know what he's talking about." Hikari admitted.

"I did read that the herb is notoriously difficult to find."
Hanako added. "We just might need his help as much as he needs
ours."

"I can lead you to it, but we'll need all of our powers if we
hope to get by the obstacles." Mozenrath told them.

"Very well then, we will all have to work together." Hikari
announced.

"But we can't all go, someone should stay with Hikaru."
Jasmine pointed out.

"I won't leave her side." Mamoru stated.

"I feel more than a little responsible for Hikaru's
condition." Jasmine said softly. "I'll be glad to stay and help
take care of her."

"This isn't your fault Jasmine." Mamoru said. He was holding
Hikaru's hand. "I should have been faster..."

"I won't...have you two ...blaming yourselves." Hikaru said
weakly. "No one is... at fault."

"No one but that demon." Aladdin corrected. "Hikaru, we will
save you. Just try to reserve your strength."

"Enough talking, we leave now." Mozenrath instructed.


*******************

It was decided that Jasmine, Mamoru, Umi, Jinsoku, Abu and
Primera would stay at the Palace and watch over Hikaru. Everyone
else set out in a group to find the Herb of Shoujin.

Mamoru lifted Hikaru up onto a comfy lounge chair. In this case
the poison would spread at the same rate whether she was moved
or not. Luck was on their side, given the fact that Hikaru was
no normal mortal. Her powers and iron will would help her live
hours longer than the average person.

"Is there anything we can get you?" Jasmine asked, leaning
close to Hikaru.

"Not now..." Hikaru got out. "But, it's very important that
you help keep me awake...It's taking everything... I've got to
fight the poison. It would be very easy to... go to sleep and
end the pain, but I.... can't do that. Too many people are...
depending on me. I must be awake in order to fight dying..."

"All right. I think we can manage that." Jasmine said. She was
doing her best to not let her fear show. She wanted to keep up a
smiling facade for Hikaru's sake.

Mamoru gave his girlfriend's hand a squeeze. She was being very
brave.

"Hikaru, watch this." Umi held up a glass vase. She filled it
with water then turned it upside-down without spilling a drop.
The water obediently flowed upwards and did not leave the glass.
She was sure she'd shown Hikaru this little trick before, but
her friend needed the entertainment.

Rasoul came through the room, no doubt to check on Hikaru, but
he appeared gruff as usual. "His Majesty will be down in a
moment." He informed them. "He is very grateful to you, Princess
Hikaru."

"As am I." Jasmine nodded.

Rasoul let his gaze fall on Hikaru. "What you did is
commendable." He told her. "Why, if you weren't already a
Princess I'd say you would be a fine addition to the Palace
Guards." Rasoul was trying to be kind, and these were some of
the nicest words Jasmine had ever heard the man speak. But of
course he couldn't stop there. "But why you are trusting your
life to a sorcerer and an ex street urchin, I'll never know."

"They happen to be a lot smarter than YOU!" Primera shouted.

"And you have this good for nothing Sprite to look after you?"
Rasoul snarled.

"Oooo, I'll get you for that when Hikaru is cured," Primera
crossed her arms and frowned.

"I'm starving," Iago whined, as they flew over the stretch of
desert. "Couldn't we have at least eaten first?"
"How can you even think about food at a time like this?"
Moeagaru demanded.
"How can YOU not?" Iago retorted.
"And he had to come because..." Moeagaru waited for someone to
finish her statement.
"He came so he wouldn't bother Hikaru." Aladdin said.
"Oh, yeah," Moeagaru remembered.
"Are you sure we're going the right way?" Iago asked Mozenrath,
flying over to him. "We've been flying for at least an hour."
"Dumb bird, you have no concept of time." Mozenrath mumbled. "I
know this is the way."
"It's only been about twenty-five or thirty minutes," Hanako
said.
"Flying over the desert takes forever!" Iago whined.
"Iago," Hikari said, flying over to the bird, "why don't you
give that beak a rest for the next couple of hours? You'll
become dehydrated if you keep yapping like that." Hikari was
tired of hearing the bird complain, too, and she had to do
something before a fight broke out, which she knew would happen
at least once before their job was done. It was the reason why
she and Cassim had come along on this trip.
"Look up ahead!" Kaze cried. "No more desert!"
Up ahead, there looked to be an oasis of sorts with a path
running through it.
"We head down that path," Mozenrath instructed.

Thirty minutes later, the group was walking down the path.
"I see the end up ahead!" Moeagaru called.
The group quickened their pace. As they did so, the end of the
path appeared further away.
"What the...this is as bad as the Forest of No Return!" Kaze
grumbled. "And we don't have Umi's magic mirror to show us the
way!"
"You people didn't even think to bring the mirror?" Mozenrath
demanded. "As much as you rely on it, I'm surprised."
"In case you're forgetting," Moeagaru said to Mozenrath, "you
rushed us all out of the palace too quickly to think of
anything. If you weren't busy tossing your weight around, we
might have remembered it!"
"It's ridiculous to have to depend on something like a magic
mirror anyway!" He spat.
"Like you used to depend on your gauntlet?" Aladdin brought up.
"But that never left my hand." Mozenrath pointed out.
"Besides, my magic wasn't as strong then. Look who's talking -
the boy with the Genie!"
"Genie is a friend," Aladdin shot back. "Something you know
next to nothing about."
"Something I don't care about either!" Mozenrath shot back. In
truth he did want friends....at one time in his life he even
longed for a good friend. But now he knew better. No one could
be trusted. "Only WEAK people have friends."
"Guys," Hanako spoke up. "I think we should head back."
"Back?" Kaze questioned. "But....haven't we already been back
there?"
"Listen," Hanako said, "we've been headed toward the end of
this path for who knows how long. But have we even gotten
anywhere? No, we have not. When Alice wanted to meet the Red
Queen for the first time, she headed toward the Queen. But every
time she did so, she ended up back at Looking-Glass House. It
was only when she walked toward the house that she ended up
face-to-face with the Red Queen. If my guess is correct, this
path is where our world and Looking-Glass Land intercept. So,
let's go back."
"You've got a good point." Aladdin said. The group started
going the other way. Within minutes, they were out of the oasis.
"you did it, Hana-chan!" Kaze hugged her friend.
"It's a little early to celebrate. I have a feeling we have a
lot more to go through." Genie told them.
"The Genie is correct. This is only the beginning." Mozenrath
added.




In Agrabah's Palace the Sultan had joined the others downstairs.
He sat on a large chair and was looking worriedly at Hikaru.
"How is the child doing?" He asked Jasmine in a hushed tone.

"Well, she hasn't gotten any worse in the last hour." Jasmine
said. That was the most optimistic way she could think of to say
it.

"How did that horrific beast get into my Palace?" The Sultan
wanted to know. This was directed at Rasoul.

"Through a window." Umi spoke up. "Come to think of
it....where were you, Rasoul?"

"I....uh... I was at my post out front." He answered, looking
uncomfortable.

"And you didn't see anything unusual?" Jasmine questioned him.

"No, Princess."

"I don't think Rasoul or even all the guards together could
have stopped KumoYasha." Mamoru sighed. He was holding a wet rag
on Hikaru's forehead. Minutes earlier Jasmine had brought the
younger Princess some cool water to sip.

"Well, that may be, but I cannot just sit around and allow such
violence in my city." The Sultan announced. "All these attacks
on poor Hikaru. There should be more we can do."

"I wish there was, Father." Jasmine agreed. "But there were
many, many attacks before Hikaru, and those couldn't be stopped
either. All we can do is be on guard and fight our best."

"That's right." Hikaru said. "We....can't hope to ever....stop
every attack." She got out. It seemed it was getting harder for
her to breathe.

"Right now we just have to hope and pray the others find that
herb." Umi added.

"They will. They have to." Jasmine stated.

"I have faith....in them." Hikaru wheezed, managing a smile.


**********************


With Hikari, Aladdin and Mozenrath leading the way, the group
reached what they thought to be the center of the oasis. "What's
that up ahead?" Moeagaru wanted to know.

"It looks like a giant gap in the land." Genie informed,
stretching his neck way up to see better.

"That's disgusting, ya know that?" Iago complained.

"Then I guess you're not hungry anymore." Aladdin muttered.

"Wow, that canyon is awfully wide." Kaze observed as they
walked closer.

"And deep too." Hikari nodded.

"That must be the Canyon of Flames." Mozenrath said.

"Flames? I don't see any...." Genie started. Then his eyes got
huge. "Wait, is that smoke?"

"It's all fire." Mozenrath stated. "Even with my powers I'd
have trouble crossing that." Mozenrath knew better than to
attempt to zap to the other side. The other side could barely be
seen, and knowing this area it probably had a barrier to block
his type of magic. The sorcerer glanced toward Kaze, knowing
that for her flying across was not a problem.

"With Carpet, Genie, Hikari and Kaze, we should be fine."
Aladdin told the others.

"Great. More flapping." Iago droned.

"I can't carry anyone." Hikari announced.

"That's not what I meant." Aladdin smirked. "You do have the
power to enable others to fly."

"Of course!" Hikari smiled. She flew to the nearest person,
which was Hanako and sprinkled dust on her. "There. That should
get you safely across."

"I can help someone by holding their hand." Kaze offered.
Moeagaru took her up on that.
Aladdin and Abu hopped on Carpet, and Genie picked up Mozenrath.

"What do you think you're doing?" The wizard demanded angrily.

"You wanna get across or not?" Genie asked with a shrug.

"Yeah....but not like this!" Mozenrath shouted.

"Oh well, beggers can't be choosers." Genie quipped as he
tucked Mozenrath under his arm like a football and they all
started flying across.

Once across, the group came to...
"Treasure?" Iago's eyes got really big.
"No, it's not!" Kaze corrected. "It's a field for
flying...like they have back home!"
"Don't be silly," Moeagaru said. "It's an unexplored cave!"
"You're all fools!" Mozenrath shouted, "I can see very well
that it's..."
"Something's not exactly right, here," Hanako spoke up. She
had seen a planetarium, but after hearing the others' guesses,
she had her suspicians. "I think it's a mirage."
"Don't be stupid," Mozenrath argued. "I never see mirages!"
"Until now," Hikari corrected, flying up into the air and
making a visor appear. She then handed it to Hanako.
"We go straight ahead and to our right a bit," Hanako
explained. "Any other way is a drop-off, or what looks to be a
point of no return."
"How can that be? I do not see mirages! They only trick a weak
mind." Mozenrath stated.
"Normal mirages, yes," Hikari informed him. "But I have a
feeling this mirage is no trick in the desert."
"Let's keep moving." Cassim suggested.
The group followed Hanako down the narrow path.
"Holy Queen!" Kaze breathed, looking back. On one side was a
cliff with jagged rocks below. On the other, it was hard to
tell, but Kaze was sure none of them would want to be there.
"Hanako, you weren't kidding!"
"The magic visor works as well as Princess Umi's mirror,"
Hikari told her. "It shows things as they are, rather than as
they appear."
"Why didn't you fork over that thing sooner? And why give it to
HER?" Mozenrath demanded.
"If you mean back at Looking-Glass Lane, it wouldn't have
worked there," Hikari said. "And it wouldn't have worked for
you, anyway."
"And why not?" He asked.
"Because you would have been too stubborn to see what was
actually there," the fairy explained.
"Me? Stubborn?" Mozenrath frowned at her, he was beginning to
get mad.
"I'm too smart to see mirages," Iago mimmicked in Mozenrath's
voice.
"YOU are of NO use, bird!" Mozenrath yelled. "Watch it, because
I won't hesitate to strangle you!"
"Listen, freak!" Moeagaru snapped. "Nobody strangles Iago
except me! So watch it, or I'll fill you full of fireballs!"
"Oh I'm shaking." Mozenrath mocked her. "Your fire no longer
works on me."
"I have a few new tricks I haven't tested out yet," Moeagaru
argued. "Just push me alittle further, and you might see them."
"Get out of my face!" Mozenrath growled. "If it weren't for me
you all would never find that herb."
"If it weren't for Hanako, you'd still be wondering down
Looking-Glass Lane." Moeagaru spat.
"Guys," Aladdin stepped between them. "We need to keep going.
This isn't the best time for a show down."
"Look who turned Peacemaker." Mozenrath snarled. "Who made you
the authority figure? Did the rats and fleas take a vote?"
"Mozenrath!" Hikari scolded. "Stop it this instant, or I'll box
your ears!"
"Let's see you try." Mozenrath challenged. The proper fairy had
probably never hit anyone, and she was nothing more than an
annoyance to the wizard. He was too angry to back down now.
"I take that as a challenge," Hikari said. "Moeagaru will be
one of the first to tell you, you never challenge me, unless you
want results." Hikari flew over to Mozenrath, then morphed into
a human. Putting a hand on each side of his head, she clapped
very hard over both his ears. Mozenrath let out a yell of pain.
"Next time," Hikari said, turning back into a fairy, "I will use
the birch strap." Around them, everybody laughed. "Stop this
nonsense!" Hikari scolded them. Then, she was shocked to see
that Genie and Cassim, too, were laughing. "Hey! You two are
supposed to be examples! Cut it out!"
"Ahem....of course." Cassim stopped laughing.
"What? It was funny, and he is the bad guy." Genie pointed out.
"Be that as it may," Hikari said seriously, "we do not laugh
while others are getting repremanded. Moeagaru!" Hikari scolded
the fire princess, who was still giggling. "Do you wanna be
next?"
"No," Moeagaru said, choking back one last giggle fit.
"Aladdin!" Cassim said to his son, who was still laughing
hysterically. "That'll be enough, now."
"Ahem...sorry, Dad," Aladdin said, straightening up.

Back in Agrabah's palace, Hikaru struggled to stay awake. She
hurt from head to toe, and longed to go to sleep, but she knew
if she did, she would slip away. It helped to think of the
women from her past. Her mother, her grandmother, and their
mothers before them. They never gave up. And, even though Queen
Celeste and Queen Serenity the First had laid down their lives,
Hikaru was sure their fights were much worse than this. "It
helps...to think of..." she got out, "Celeste. Celeste
and...Queen Serenity the First."
"Celeste was the queen of the Five Kingdoms before there was a
queen for each kingdom," Umi explained.
"And Queen Serenity..." Hikaru said, "the first...Queen of
Cosmos..."
"Hikaru, don't try to talk," Jasmine said.
"I'm not..." Hikaru said, "I'm trying...to stay...awake...until
they...get back... When that happens...we can...have some ice
cream...to celebrate..."

The group continued on. Mozenrath was still pouting over the
incident with Hikari. Who did that fairy think she was anyway?
He was not one of her charges, she couldn't just order him
around. Still, Mozenrath kept silent, lest the fairy got it in
her head to wash his mouth out with soap or something.
Suddenly, up ahead, the group saw something.
"Looks like a cyclopse," Hanako said. As they neared the thing,
she cried, "Earth shaking!"
"Earth shaking!" the cyclopse echoed, sending Hanako's own
attack back at her.
"What the..." Hanako trailed off.
"What the..." the cyclopse repeated.
"Oh, don't start that game!" Moeagaru stepped forward.
"Oh, don't start that game!" the monster mimmicked.
"What kind of monster are you!?" Mozenrath rolled his eyes.
"What kind of monster are you?" the monster repeated.
"Oh, right. A DEAD one!" Mozenrath started to attack the
cyclops.
"Oh, right. A DEAD one!" the cyclopse echoed, throwing
Mozenrath's attack back at him. Mozenrath ducked out of the way.
"Um, I don't think that's gonna work," Kaze said.
"Um, I don't think that's gonna work," the cyclopse repeated.
"Would you shut up!" Moeagaru shouted.
"Would you shut up!" quoth the cyclopse.
"Ok, now I'm TICKED!" Moeagaru seethed. She began throwing
fireballs, but they just flew right back at the group.
"Hey! Watch it with those things!" Iago shouted.
"Hey! Watch it with those things!" the cyclopse mimmicked.
"Would someone please shut that thing off?" Genie groaned.
"Bet it couldn't repeat us all at once," Hanako said.
"Hey! You might be onto something," Aladdin said. "If we all
attack at once, it will be hard for the monster to keep up."
"It's worth a shot," Kaze said.
All at once, everybody sent out their most powerful attacks.
Aladdin and Hanako had guessed right. The monster had a hard
time figuring out what to do. As it stood there, confused, the
group's attack hit it dead center. Cassim had even tossed a
couple of throwing stars.
"We did it!" Moeagaru exclaimed.
"That monster was annoying!" Iago shouted.
"Oh, look who's talking," Moeagaru muttered.
"Oh, look who's talking," Iago mimmicked.
"Iago..." Moeagaru stared daggers at the parrot.
"Knock it off, you two," Hikari commanded.

The rescue team marched on in silence for a while. They had to
walk up and down several hills, and according to Mozenrath that
was a sign they were still on the right track.

"I didn't think there would be this many hills." Mozenrath
mumbled.

"Too bad you can't fly." Iago laughed.

"Keep rubbing it in and you won't be able to either."
Mozenrath barked irritably. Iago squawked at the sorcerer then
landed on Aladdin's shoulder to rest.

"I thought flying was a good thing..." Aladdin frowned
slightly, glancing at the bird.

"Wings get tired after a while, just like legs." Iago
insisted.

"Lazy." Genie muttered.

"I wonder how Hikaru's doing." Moeagaru said thoughtfully.

"This is taking us a while....I hope she is holding up ok."
Hanako worried.

"Me too." Aladdin nodded. "I'll check in on her." He
concentrated on Hikaru and send her a telepathic message.
'Hikaru? How are you feeling?' Aladdin pretty much knew the
answer, but the important thing was that he got an answer from
her.

'I'm alive.' Came Hikaru's reply.

'I knew that, you know I can sense it.' Aladdin thought in
response. 'Do you think you can hold on a couple more hours? We
are moving as fast as we can but I have no idea how long it
might take to find the cure.'

'I'll try my best. It helps a little to think of Queen
Celeste.'

'The first ruler of the Five Kingdoms?' Aladdin thought. He
remembered hearing Hikaru mention her.

'Yes. She fought til the end and I gave hope by thinking of
her.' Hikaru explained.

'Good, don't give up.' Aladdin advised. Then he broke the
contact and turned to look at the others. "She's hanging on." He
said simply.

"Doesn't sound too good. I bet she is really suffering now.
How much farther...?" Kaze wanted to know, fear and concern
filled her eyes.

"Not far." Mozenrath told her. "From what I researched the
last task is near by."

"What is it?" Hikari asked.

"I'm not sure, but I read the last is the most difficult." The
wizard answered.

"Perfect!" Iago sighed. Aladdin brushed him off his shoulder.
At that same instant the ground below everyone started to shake.
"What the --?" Iago looked around. Around him his friends were
being knocked down by the shifting land.

"What's going on?" Moeagaru demanded, her eyes wide. Kaze
started flying and stared down at the earth.

"We must really be close now." Mozenrath announced, getting
up. It was hard for any of them to keep their balance. The
ground started to roll as if it were waves. This knocked most of
the heroes off their feet once again.

"This land is enchanted." Cassim said, trying to steady
himself. Aladdin grabbed his Father's arm to help him.

"Keep moving, the sooner we get past this the better." Genie
picked up Aladdin and Cassim and flew with them. Kaze got
Hanako, Carpet scooped up Moeagaru and Hikari enabled Mozenrath
to fly. Flying was the only way to keep going at a good pace.

Minutes later everyone landed safely. They had gotten through
the unstable land unharmed. "Look, up ahead!" Aladdin pointed.
Their goal was finally in sight. A wooded area appeared as if by
magic many yards away. "That has to be it."

"It is." Mozenrath confirmed. "Only those in search of it can
see it."

"About time!" Iago shouted.

"Iago, quiet." Aladdin hissed.

"The herb it's self may be hard to find in all this greenery."
Hikari observed.

"It's silver and green." Mozenrath told them. "But we aren't
home free yet." As they walked closer the others saw what he
meant. There was a large gate encircling the trees.

"Can't we just fly over it?" Kaze questioned.

"It's magic, and completely sealed off." Mozenrath informed.
To demonstrate he shot a blast at the gate and it just bounced
off.

"How do we get in?" Moeagaru said with a bit of impatience.
Just then a creature much like an elf appeared before them.

"To gain entrance you must answer my riddles." He said.

"And who are you?" Hikari asked.

"I am the gate keeper." The short thing replied. "I have 3
riddles, but the person who answers one may NOT answer another."

"Huh?" Iago stared at the little man.

"That means if I answer one I can't help on the other two."
Aladdin explained.

"That's dumb." Iago mumbled.

"Rules are rules. We must obey them if we hope to save
Hikaru." Cassim spoke up.

"The first riddle...is....." The greenish gate keeper started.
"Give me food, and I will live; give me water, and I will die.
What am I?"

"What? No one can live without water." Iago blabbed.

"Maybe it's not a person, bird brain." Moeagaru suggested.
They all fell silent for a minute, contemplating the answer.
Hanako rubbed her chin, thinking hard.

"Water kills..... hmmm." Then it hit her. "Fire!"

"Correct." The gate keeper nodded.

"All right!" Kaze cheered.

"Way to go!" Aladdin gave Hanako a hug.

"One down, two to go." Mozenrath counted.

"The second riddle... Closed they are silent, nothing more.
But open them and all worlds past, present, and future are
yours."

"What could open up whole worlds?" Genie pondered.

"The key to all worlds..." Mozenrath looked intrigued, "It
must be books."

"Right, it is." The gate keeper smirked. "No one in recent
memory has gotten this far." He backed up a bit, directly in
front of the barred gate door. "Now for the third and final
riddle.
It doesn't weigh anything, you can't hold it and if you put it
in a barrel, it makes the barrel lighter. What is it?"

Moeagaru concentrated. But she couldn't help thinking Iago's
brain might qualify for that. Hanako and Mozenrath couldn't say
a word. The group paused, careful about their answer.

Aladdin eyed his friends, no one seemed to get this. Then he
flashed back to his street rat days. Of course! It was so
simple....A thief's best friend - a hole! He blurted out his
answer and they all held their breath for the verdict.

"Congratulations, you passed. Enter." The giant gate swung
open, inviting them in.
Once inside the gates, the group didn't have a hard time
finding the Shoujin herb. It was just as Mozenrath had said, a
silver flower with green leaves, and it grew at the base of a
tree.
Aladdin picked a bit of the herb, then the group headed back
to Agrabah as fast as their modes of transportation could take
them.

Back in Agrabah, Hikaru was having a harder time staying
awake.
"How much longer do we have to wait!" Primera fretted.
"They're...on...their...way..." Hikaru said, just having
gotten the message from Aladdin. Then, her eyes began to close.
"Hikaru!" Mamoru cried.
Hikaru forced her eyes to open.

An hour later, the group arrived.
"How is she?" Aladdin asked.
"It's harder for her to keep her eyes open," Jasmine
whispered.
Aladdin headed over to Hikaru with the herb, but the princess
had no energy to take it. It was then that Mamoru took the herb.
Putting it in his own mouth, he bent down and kissed Hikaru on
the lips. Everybody in the room caught their breath in
anticipation.
A couple minutes later, Hikaru's eyes fluttered, and her body
relaxed. "The pain's gone!" she exclaimed, sitting up. Mamoru
hugged her tight.
Hikari flew over to Mozenrath. "You saved Hikaru's life," she
said, "we're very grateful to..."
"Don't go getting the wrong idea," Mozenrath said. "I did
what I did because sooner or later, Hikaru will be mine. And if
I have my way, it will be sooner." And with that, he
disappeared.

"How are you feeling now," Hikari asked, flying over to
Hikaru.
"Very hungry," Hikaru laughed. "Can I have some pancakes?"
Everybody laughed, and Genie zapped up some pancakes topped with
strawberries for Hikaru.
"Well, now that you're ok," Primera said to Hikaru, "I have
to go settle some unfinished business." She flew over to Rasoul.
Rasoul started to run out of the room, but Primera was too fast
for him. She threw magic at him, turning him into a wooden
marionette with no strings and a big nose.
Rasoul began dancing and singing. "I've got no strings, to
hold me down, to make me fret, or make me frown. I had strings,
but you can see, there are no strings on me..."

