Adventures in Agrabah Part 3: Abis Mal's Folly
Mozenrath hires Abis Mal to do his dirty work.


Abis Mal's Folly

Mozenrath sat in his lab. It had been nearly two weeks since
Princess Hikaru had almost defeated him. She had broken two of
his ribs, with her Super Kick. He had used the time to come up
with a new plan for capturing Hikaru. He had almost succeeded in
gaining control of her mind.
"Her inner powers were too strong," he reasoned. "I need to
find a stronger spell. But for now, I'll have her kidnapped, and
keep her prisoner. Aladdin and the others will come for her, but
this time, I won't make any mistakes. I can't go after her
myself, though. The others, including Hikaru will be expecting
it. I need a mortal to do my work for me. Hikaru won't suspect a
mortal."

In the palace dungeon, Abis Mal had problems of his own.
"Stupid girls!" he pouted. "It's all their fault! And stupid
Aladdin with his nice lush hair!" When Rasul had brought Abis
Mal in, Aladdin had been there, and even had to stifle his own
laughter, when he had learned how Moeagaru, Kaze and Hikaru had
unwittingly stopped Abis Mal and his band of thieves. "He
wouldn't think it was so funny if I had the upper hand."
"And just how are you gonna do that from down here?" asked a
voice.
"What? Who said that! Show yourself!" Abis Mal shouted.
"Allow me to introduce myself," said Mozenrath, stepping out
from the shadows. "I am Mozenrath. Ruler of the Land of the
Black Sand. I can help you get out of here. I can even help you
get revenge on Aladdin. He shouldn't have laughed. We'll make
him pay for his arrogance."
"What can you do?"
"I have a sufficient amount of magic. Team up with me, and
I'll make you more powerful. No more being knocked over by
ravenous teenagers. No more being laughed at by puffed-up street
rats."
"Will I have nice hair? Ooh! And I want a hat, too! And,
gold! And silver! And some diamonds, too!"
"You can have all that," Mozenrath said. "But first, you must
do something for me."
"There's always a catch," Abis Mal whined.
"Would you listen!" Mozenrath said, impatiently. "I want you
to capture Princess Hikaru, and bring her to me. Then, you'll
get your reward."
"I want to be thinner, and have nice rippling muscles, too!"
Abis Mal continued.
"Capture Princess Hikaru for me," Mozenrath repeated.
"What's a Princess Hikaru?" Abis Mal wondered.
Mozenrath used his magic to produce a hologram of the

Princess.
"Hey!" She's the one who ran into me with that flying carpet!
And she and her friend were throwing nuts at me! I'm gonna kick
her next time I see her! I'm gonna kick her real hard! And maybe
I'll throw nuts at her too!"
"Don't be an idiot," Mozenrath said.
"What do you want with her anyway?" Abis Mal asked. "The
redhead's got more..."
Mozenrath zapped Abis Mal. "Don't question me. Just do what I
tell you."
"And what if I don't?"
"It's either work for me, or be executed in the morning."
"I'll do it!" Abis Mal said. "Do I still get my..."
"When the job is done, and no sooner," Mozenrath said.

The next day, Hikaru, Moeagaru, Kaze, Umi, Hanako and
Princess Jasmine were seated at a table set for tea. Jasmine was
teaching the girls proper manners during tea time.
"Hikaru, don't slurp," Jasmine said.
"Sorry," Hikaru said.
Moeagaru belched. Hikaru kicked her under the table. "Hey!"
Moeagaru shouted.
Kaze was having trouble sitting still, and making the
weirdest faces. Hikaru burst out laughing.
"Hikaru!" Jasmine said.
"I can't...help...it!" Hikaru said between giggles.
"Kaze's..." Hikaru was laughing so hard, she couldn't finish her
sentence.
"Try not to pay attention," Jasmine said. "Kaze, try to sit
still for a bit longer. I know it's hard."
Hikaru shut her eyes, so she wouldn't have to watch Kaze. Umi
stifled a giggle.
"Guys, shut up!" Moeagaru said.
"Moe-chan," Hanako said. "I don't think 'shut up' is
acceptable during tea time."
"Ok, please be quiet," Moeagaru corrected herself.
Just then, the bell rang.
"We'll work on this more tomorrow," Jasmine said. "I think
you'll be seated differently, though."
"Hey, Hikaru the Hyena started it," Moeagaru said.
"No, you belched," Hikaru said.
"And you kicked me!" Moeagaru said.
"Hikaru-chan," Umi said, "it's almost time for our next
class."
"We'll meet you at the market place later," Kaze said.

Later, at the market place, Hikaru and Umi met up with Iago,
Kaze, Hanako and Moeagaru.

"Let's go look at jewlery!" Hikaru said excitedly. "I wanna
buy something nice and sparkly!"
The girls walked together, Iago following. He wasn't too
excited about spending the afternoon doing "girl" stuff, but
Jasmine had promised him extra snacks in the kitchen if he
chaperoned the girls while she and Aladdin spent some time with
the twins, and Hikari was spending the day in Cosmos, doing work
for the Queen.
"Look!" Hikaru pointed to a brooch at a cart, about fifty
paces ahead. "Look how it sparkles! Kawaiiii!!!" Hikaru ran to
the vendor's cart to buy the brooch.
"Hikaru!" Iago flew after her. "Don't wonder off! You heard
Al and Jas! I'm not gonna chase you all over the market place!"
The other girls laughed. "Iago's certainly protective of
Hikaru-chan," Umi laughed.
"Catch him admit he's trying to look out for her, though,"
Moeagaru said. "He just claims he doesn't want to catch it from
Aladdin or Jasmine, if anything happens to her."
"It's easy to get attached to Hikaru-chan," Kaze smiled.
The girls started to walk in Hikaru's direction, when Hanako
noticed someone following Hikaru, ducking and dodging people,
every few minutes.
"Isn't that the guy we ran into yesterday?" Moeagaru asked
Kaze.
Kaze nodded.
"He certainly seems interested in Hikaru," Hanako observed,
for Abis Mal was clearly spying on the Princess.
"Are you thinking what I'm thinking, girls?" Moeagaru asked.
The other girls nodded in response.

Abis Mal had spotted Hikaru immediately. "This is gonna be so
easy!" he said to himself, as Hikaru ran up to the vendor
selling the brooch.
Suddenly, Moeagaru and Kaze intercepted him.
"It isn't polite to spy on people," said a voice from behind.
Abis Mal turned.
Hanako and Umi were standing behind him.
"Excuse me, ladies," Abis Mal said, a bit annoyed, "but I'm
on business. He tried to walk past Kaze and Moeagaru, but they
blocked him.
"If your business is with our friend Hikaru, you'll have to
go through us first," Moeagaru said.
"We noticed you were following her," Kaze said.
"It's pretty obvious," Umi added.
"I...I...I wasn't..." Abis Mal stammered.
"If you have something to say to Hikaru," Umi said, "then
just say it, without sneaking around!"
"Sneaking around waiting for a princess to be alone is no way

to behave," Hanako said.
"We'll let you leave now," Kaze said.
"But next time," Moeagaru shot a couple of fireballs,
purposely missing Abis Mal, but they grazed by him close enough
to make their point. "I won't miss."
Abis Mal wasted no time in retreating from the scene.
Hikaru returned after he had disappeared.
"I thought you were just gonna buy a brooch," Moeagaru said.
"Well, I saw the brooch, and then I saw this cute scarf, and
of course I had to buy the necklace..."
Iago flapped up to the group, holding a couple of parcels.
"And I got suckered into helping her carry it," he said.
"Um, Hikaru-chan," Hanako said, "maybe we should head home.
We don't want to make Iago carry all that all over the Market
Place." Hanako didn't want to tell Hikaru about the encounter
with Abis Mal. But she would tell Aladdin and Jasmine later that
night.

In a side alley, Abis Mal cowered. Mozenrath had said nothing
about Hikaru's friends getting in the way. Now, he had to hide
here, from that red-haired pyro and the rest of her group. Not
to mention the palace guards.
"What're you doing?" Mozenrath appeared, none too impressed.
"You said nothing about Hikaru's friends! That fire girl is
scary! She almost burned me! And, they threatened me!"
"Did you even use the magic I gave you?" Mozenrath demanded.
"I forgot," Abis Mal admitted.
"You forgot," Mozenrath repeated.
Abis Mal nodded shakily.
"You idiot!" Mozenrath yelled. "If you'd have used any of the
tricks I gave you, Hikaru's friends wouldn't have been a threat
to you."
"But...but..."
"No excuses! Get the job done, and do it right this time!"
"Yes, sir," Abis Mal said, trembling.




Later at the Palace it was dinner time. Everyone was trying some
of the food the girl's had brought from home.

"Mmm this is delicious." Jasmine said.

"The noodles remind me of spaghetti." Iago commented as he
slurped some up. Abu, who was next to him scooted over to avoid
being splashed.

"What did you say this was called?" Aladdin asked.

"Ramen!" Kaze answered happily. "It's my favorite."

"Well, I can see why. It's great." Aladdin smiled.

At the head of the table the Sultan had already finished his
soup. "Cook, could you bring more of those noodles please?" He
called.

Jasmine laughed, "I think Father likes it as well."

"Yeah ramen is okay, but my favorite is pizza!" Umi announced.

"Ooo me too." Genie licked his lips in exaggeration. He gave
Umi a wink then zapped them up a pizza to share.


*************************


As soon as dinner was over Hanako took the opportunity to talk
with Aladdin and Jasmine. The other Princesses had gone up to
their rooms. Hanako went to sit beside Jasmine.
"I saw something earlier that you two should know about." She
began. "In the market place, there was a little bald man spying
on Hikaru. He looked very suspicious. We stopped him and ran him
off, but the experience was unnerving."

"I'm glad you told us." Aladdin said, leaning back a bit in
his chair. "I wonder if that could have been Abis Mal?"

"Maybe, but what would he want with Hikaru?" Jasmine
questioned.

"I haven't told Hikaru about this." Hanako went on, "I don't
want to upset her especially if it turns out to be nothing."

"Well you did the right thing." Jasmine said, giving Hanako a

pat on the back. "We'll just all keep our eyes peeled."

"If it is Abis Mal, there isn't much to worry about. He can't
even lead his men the right way." Aladdin laughed.


************************

"Thanks Jasmine! It fits pretty good." Moeagaru beamed. It
was the next morning and the two were in Jasmine's old room, now
it was Aladdin & Jasmine's bedroom. Jasmine had just given Moe
one of her older clothes sets. It was a two piece, since that is
what Jasmine preferred. The style was a little like Jasmine's
favorite blue-green outfit, but it had wide straps. Moeagaru
turned in front of Jasmine's full length mirror to check out the
back.

"It looks stunning on you." Jasmine told her. "The yellow goes
perfectly with your hair." The younger girl had said before she
liked the Agrabanian style of dress. Jasmine wanted to make sure
she had some clothes to run around in.

Moeagaru gave Jasmine a hug "You are too nice." She said.

"You may not think so later..." Jasmine grinned, "Remember,
Princess lessons in an hour."

"Got it. I'll send Kaze in." She said before disappearing
through Jasmine's huge double doors.

"Hi Kaze," Jasmine greeted when the other girl walked in. "I've
got a blue dress that I think you'll like."

"Great! I really love most of the clothes here. So light and
billowy... I bet they cut down on wind resistance."

"Well, yes. My clothes never bother me riding on Carpet."
Jasmine grabbed the blue dress from her closet and handed it to
Kaze. "I want you to have this."

"Oooh wow. Thank you Jasmine-sama!" Kaze took the dress and
twirled around holding it.

*************************

An hour later as promised the Princess lessons began. "Today
we're going to learn how to sit." Jasmine told the girls. That
got a few giggles.

"But Jasmine, we know how to sit." Umi said with slight
sarcasm.

"Yes, but do you know how a Princess SHOULD sit?" Jasmine
challenged. She eyed the group, waiting for an answer.

"Uh....still?" Hikaru guessed. She glanced at Kaze pointedly.
Kaze had been floating but she quickly dropped down into her
chair.

"True, but what I mean is the position. A Princess should
always cross her legs at the ankle, like this." Jasmine
demonstrated for them. "Can I see you all try it?"

The five Princesses did try, but not all succeeded. Hikaru fell
over after trying to stay straight. The other girls burst out
laughing and Hikaru sheepishly crawled back into her seat.

"Don't worry," Jasmine told her. "You'll get it."

Kaze was swaying back and forth. "This is constricting." She
complained. Her anxious feet wiggled even while they were
crossed.

"Sorry, but it's something you need to be able to do."
Princess Jasmine stated. She noticed that Hanako had it right
and Umi and Moeagaru were doing very well. She was about to
praise them when they all heard a strange noise. It was a thump
coming from outside, like someone had fallen. Jasmine rushed to
look out a window. Hmm, nothing there. She thought, turning to
go back to the girls. How odd.

When she rejoined the Princesses Jasmine thought she saw a
shaddow at the end of the hall. "Hanako?" Jasmine motioned for
her to come look. The two quickly made their way down the hall
and checked around the corner.

"It's him! That's the creep from the market place!" Hanako
pointed at Abis Mal.

"Abis Mal." Jasmine seethed. The man jumped, realizing he'd
been seen. "What do you think you're doing in my palace?" She
demanded. Jasmine took off after the thief with Hanako close
behind her.




As Abis Mal rounded a corner, he was face-to-face with
Aladdin, Genie and Rasul.
"You're supposed to be in the dungeon!" Rasul said.
"What is your business here?" Hanako demanded, as they
reached Abis Mal.
"That's for me to know, and you to find out!" Abis Mal said.
"Would you like me to take care of him, Your
Highness...Highnesses?"
"Throw him out of the palace," Jasmine said.
"And keep him away from Hikaru-chan," Hanako added.
Rasul took Abis Mal away.
"What does Abis Mal want with Princess Hikaru?" asked Genie,
who hadn't heard about the incident in the market place yet.
Hanako filled him in.
"And Hikaru knows nothing about this right now. We don't want
her to worry."
"Got it," Genie said.

That afternoon, Hikaru took a look at herself in her bedroom
mirror. She was wearing a white muslin gown embroidered with
pink roses. She tied a pink and white silk ribbon that Hanako
had given to her for her last birthday in her hair.
She then put on the silver locket Mamoru had given her when
he had last seen her. She slipped her feet into a pair of pink
slippers that matched her gown perfectly, and headed downstairs.
Mamo-chan was coming to see her! Hikaru resisted the urge to run
down the hall and slide down the banister.

When Hikaru got to the stairs, Mamoru was waiting for her.
"Mamo-chan!" she called, excitedly, waving a hand in the air.
Unfortunately, as she did this, she was at the edge of the
stairs. Hikaru lost her balance and tumbled downward.
The others stifled their laughter. Mamoru helped her to her
feet.
"The same Hikaru I left a week ago," he said, embracing her.
"Mamo-chan..." Hikaru said dreamily.
Iago flew over to them. "Don't start this again!" he cried.
"Last week, it was how much you were gonna miss each other! We
don't need to hear how much you've missed each other!" He flew
off saying, "if it's not one couple trying to make me lose my
lunch, it's another."
"Hikaru," Mamoru said, "Aladdin and Jasmine have given me
permission to take you out tonight.
"Really?" Hikaru was excited. "I can't wait! Oh! By the way,
who's your friend?"
"Oh, this is Ferio," Mamoru introduced his friend. "He lives
in Fresia."
"Oh, do you know Princess Hanako?" Hikaru asked.
"We know each other very well," Ferio explained. "We see each
other a lot. Princess Hanako has a special way with the trees
and flowers."
"Don't I know it," Hikaru said. "Hana-chan knows all kinds of
things."
Hanako came into the room. "Ferio-san," she said, alittle
shyly. "What brings you to Agrabah?"
"Mamoru-kun invited me along. Said there's some pretty
interesting people here."
About that time, Lady Hikari flew into the room.
"Hikari-sama!" Hikaru said. "How're Mother and Father?"
"They do well," Hikari said. "Princess, I need to speak with
you in private.
Hikaru followed the fairy to another room.

Hikari had given Hikaru two new items.
"The disguise pen will allow you to take on any human form.
Just lift it in the air, and call out, 'disguise action!' and
then ask to be changed into any human." Then she handed Hikaru a
pink crystal prism. "Use this anytime you're in danger. Just
shout 'Crystal twinkle yell!' and help will come to you. These
items are very important for the High Princess to have. They
will help keep you safe."
"Thank you," Hikaru said, accepting the items. She headed
back out to the rest of the group. Hikari watched after her.

That night, Mamoru drove the chariot, pointing out the
constolations of Suzaku, Seiryuu, Genbu and Byakko.
"They're all so beautiful," Hikaru said amazed. "They're even
more beautiful up close."
"Not as beautiful as you," Mamoru said. Hikaru blushed.
The two drove on in silence, Hikaru's hand in Mamoru's.
When they returned to the palace in Agrabah, Mamoru let
Hikaru off at her balcony, and gave her a passionate kiss on the
lips.
"Good night, Hikaru!" he said.
"Good night, Mamo-chan!" Hikaru said.
"I'll see you tomorrow," Mamoru said.
"I'll be looking forward to it."
"Good night means good night!" Iago flew out. Hikaru rolled
her eyes at him.

Abis Mal had managed to avoid Mozenrath for the rest of the
day. After Rasul had thrown him out, he had hidden, waiting for
another oportunity.
He pulled from his pocket a small charm. Mozenrath had told
him all he needed to do is think of a person while holding the
charm, and he'd appear in the same room as them. Abis Mal held
up the charm.

"Hello, Princess...hey! You're not Hikaru!"

The next morning, Hikaru awoke to a crash and "Pervert!"
Moe-chan!
Hikaru jumped out of bed, and opened her bedroom door to see
Moeagaru chasing after Abis Mal, shooting fireballs.
"How dare you come in my room while I'm getting dressed!
Hentai baka!"
Abis Mal started down the stairs, trying to get away from
Moeagaru. He slipped, and tumbled all the way down. Moeagaru
lept over the banister, did a flip, and landed in front of him.
Aladdin, Jasmine, Rasul and the Sultan rushed in to see what
the commotion was about.
"This perverted idiot!" Moeagaru was furious. "He appeared in
my room and...and...I'll KILL him!" Moeagaru shot another
fireball. Abis Mal screamed in pain.
I don't know how I could've gotten it wrong," Abis Mal was
confused. "He said to hold the charm and think of...I mean...Oh,
no..."
"Who said?" Aladdin demanded.
"I am NOT telling!" Abis Mal said.
Hikaru was down the stairs by this time.
"Hey, didn't we crash into you at the market place?" she
said. "Just what is going on here?"




"What's going on is
this guy broke in." Aladdin told Hikaru.

"So much for Palace security." Genie mumbled. Rasul heard and
shot him an icy glare.

Aladdin leaned close to Jasmine and whispered. "Try to find out
who he's talking about, Maybe he's working for someone. I'll
take care of Hikaru."

"Rasul, if you please." Jasmine gestured to Abis Mal.

Moeagaru got out her fire whip. "I'll be glad to make sure he
doesn't come back." She said with a mischievous grin. Anger
still glittered in her eyes.

"Whoa girlie," Genie held her back as Abis Mal was once again
kicked out.

Aladdin led Hikaru to another room. "Isn't it about time for
more sword fighting lessons?" He asked, looking for another
subject to take her mind off Abis Mal.

"Aladdin, is everything okay?" Hikaru asked. "I know I saw
that man before..."

"Sure, things are fine." Aladdin assured her. Part of him
wanted to tell her all he knew but she certainly didn't need
more on her plate. "And don't worry about him, he's just a
thief. We have a lot to get done today." Aladdin went on. "I
want to try the moves I showed you last week with a smaller
sword."

"Smaller? Does that make it harder?" Hikaru whined.

"For you, I don't think so." He replied. "Besides for your
first try you can use this fake sword." Aladdin walked over to a
marble half pillar and picked up the toy weapon. "It's the right
weight and size, but no danger of you hurting yourself."

"Or you." She added.

***************************

On the front steps of the Palace Jasmine stood with crossed
arms. She had followed Rasul and Abis Mal out. "Just a second,
Rasul." She held up a hand for him to stop just before he tossed
Abis Mal out on his ear. The Princess faced the stinky, whining
thief. "I want to know who you're working for." She demanded.

"Can't tell....uh....um...I mean nobody." He squirmed in
Rasul's grasp, but it did him no good.

"What do you want with Hikaru?" Jasmine asked. Abis Mal said
nothing this time. Jasmine glared daggers at the little man. "I
better not ever see you near my home again." She warned. "And if
I do...I'll let Rajah deal with you."

"Th-the Tiger?" He squeaked. Jasmine nodded, placing her hands
on her hips.

"Oh, and if I find out you touched one hair on Hikaru's head,
you'll lose YOURS!"

"My hair...but it's-"

"No, you're big empty head. Ok, Rasul. He's all yours."
Jasmine took a step back to watch what Rasul did.

"Thank you, your Highness." Rasul bowed slightly. Then he
grabbed Abis Mal by both arms and sent him flying with a swift
kick.

************************

Less than an hour later a bruised Abis Mal was creeping toward
his hideaway when someone appeared in front of him and blocked
his path. "Hey!" He complained. "I'm walking here." The form did
not move and it was awfully dark in the alley. Abis Mal was
getting goosebumps. "What is this some kind of joke?" He asked.

"I'm not laughing." Mozenrath's voice said evenly. Realization
hit and Abis Mal gulped audibly.

"Where's the Princess?" Mozenrath queried. He took a small
step in Abis Mal's direction.

"The Princess? Well... there are five of them you
know....counting Jasmine there's....uh..."

"I didn't ask for a roll call!" Mozenrath's eyes lit up with
fury. Why had he hired such a moron? "Where is Hikaru?"

"She's...ahh...I guess she-"
"You bumbling dolt!" The sorcerer raged. He got ready to
strike Abis Mal down.

"There were these fireballs, and people chasing me." Abis Mal
said hurriedly.

"None of your lame excuses, Fool." Mozenrath clenched his
fists at his sides.

"But I....I do have a plan." Abis Mal lied. He hoped maybe it
was enough to save his skin. He looked up at the much taller
man, trying not to shake visibly under his gaze.

"Very well," Mozenrath calmed a bit. "But just so you can't
screw things up, take this." He pulled a brown satchel out of
his belt and handed it to the thief.

"Ooo what is it?" Abis Mal wanted to know. He opened the top
slightly to peek in.

"Magic black sand. All you do is pour it in someone's path and
they get sucked in - and arrive at my castle."

"Neat trick." Abis Mal mused.

"Now, GO!" Mozenrath ordered. With a flash he disappeared,
leaving the thief alone.




Hikaru sat under her favourite tree in the garden, reading a
novel she had borrowed from the palace library. The book was
called "Rainbird's Revenge" and it was the last book in one of
her favourite romance series. Hikaru was excited when she saw
all the novels the library had. Reading romances was one of her
favourite things to do.
A shadow fell over the pages. She turned to see Rasul.
"Princess," he said, "you shouldn't be out here alone."
"I'm safe inside the palace walls," Hikaru smiled. "Besides,
it's so peaceful out here."
Rasul struggled with what to say. He, too was asked not to
say a word to Hikaru about Abis Mal. "Just go inside," he said
authoritatively.
Hikaru did as she was told.
"And don't get the wrong idea," Rasul said after her, "I just
don't want that firebug friend of yours coming after me if
anything happens to you!"
Hikaru stopped and turned. "Ya know, Rasul-san," she said, "I
think you need to fall in love."
"And I think you've been reading too many of those romances,"
he said, casting a look at the novel she was reading.
Hikaru laughed. "Been talking to Hikari-sama, I take it. Oh!
There's Mamo-chan!" She hurried to meet Mamoru.
Rasul watched after her. "Teenagers..." he grumbled.

Hikaru, Mamoru, Kaze, Moeagaru, Umi, Iago, Jinsoku and Abu
were playing cards.
"Watch out for the monkey," Iago whispered to Hikaru, "he
cheats."
Abu chattered.
"What do ya mean, I'm one to talk!" Iago said defensively.
"Guys!" Jinsoku said, "can we just play the game?"
Hanako watched the others from where she was sitting. She had
found a book on magic herbs in the library, and was learning all
sorts of new things. You never knew when it might take a special
herb or flower to save someone's life.
"Iago!" came Moeagaru's voice, "sit down and stop looking at
my cards!"
"Hey! Can't a bird fly around when it's not his turn?" Iago
said.
"I saw you peeking!" Moeagaru insisted.
"I wasn't peeking, I was...hey! Rabbit! Stop eating all the
grapes!" Iago made a mad dash for Jinsoku, who had already eaten
half the grapes on the table. "You're as bad as the monkey!"
Iago dived down on Jinsoku, who dropped the grapes and started
hopping away, with Iago close behind.
"Settle down, you too!" Umi said, amused.
"But he's eating all the grapes!" Iago protested.
"Iago, it's your turn," Moeagaru said, "and you left your
cards so everyone can see them."
Iago flew back to his place. "Hey! You told me not to look at
your cards!"
"I didn't leave them face-up on the table, either," Moeagaru
said.
"I didn't leave them face-up on the table, either," Iago
mimmicked, using Moeagaru's exact voice.
"Hey! Don't copy me!" Moeagaru shouted.
"Hey! Don't copy me!" Iago said.
"Stop that!"
"Stop that!"
"That's it!" Moeagaru jumped up, sending cards everywhere,
and started for the smart-allec bird.
"Uh oh," Iago flew off, with Moeagaru in hot pursuit.
"Never a dull moment," Hanako mused.
"Is this seat taken?" Ferio was beside her.
"No," Hanako said.
"Learning anything interesting?" Ferio asked, noticing the
book she was reading.
"Lots," Hanako said. "I thought I knew all about plants until
now." Hanako laughed a bit.
"You were always good with foliage," Ferio said.
"You were never terrible with plant life, yourself," Hanako
said.
"Speaking of which," Ferio said, "I was wondering if maybe
you'd like to take a walk in the garden."
Before Hanako could answer, Iago came flying back into the
room. "The pyro's after me!"
"He was repeating me!" Moeagaru said, throwing fireballs.
"He was repeating me!" Iago said.
"Iago! Moeagaru!" It was Hanako that said this.
The two stopped their fun.
"This is the third time this week!"
"She always uses those fireballs..." Iago said.
"And you always repeat me, cause you know it bugs me!"
"Both of you need to stop."
Just then, Aladdin and Jasmine came into the room with
Sadira.
"Sadira-san!" Hikaru jumped up excitedly. She had finally got
to meet the sand sorceress before they had gone to the beach.
Sadira smiled at Hikaru.
"Sadira's going to stay for dinner," Jasmine explained.
Hikaru got excited. "Cool, you can sit by me!"

After dinner, Hikaru was walking with the other four
princesses, Mamoru and Sadira. She had finished "Rainbird's
Revenge," and was talking about it to Sadira. "And Jenny was
really vain at first, but she stopped being so shallow, and the
accountant at 67 Clarges Street, who was a crook, ended up
getting pickpocketed when he fled the country, so he had to..."
"Hikaru! Look out!" Mamoru jerked her back, as she was about
to get sucked into black sand.
Hikaru screamed, when she saw that she was about to get
sucked into someplace unknown. Mamoru and Sadira dragged her to
safety.
"Wind shield!" Kaze shouted, sending up a barrier in front of
everyone.
"Sparkling wide pressure!" Umi shouted, sending a waterfall
which pushed the black sand in the other direction.
Aladdin and Jasmine came running. When they got to the scene,
there was water everywhere.
"Hikaru almost got sucked into black sand," Hanako explained.
The two exchanged glances. They were quite familiar with
Mozenrath's magic black sand.
"Sadira," Aladdin said, "take Hikaru to her room."
Sadira led the protesting Hikaru to her room.

In the land of the Black Sand, Mozenrath was furious. "Can't
you do anything right!" he shouted.
"But I poured the sand in Hikaru's path, just like you said.
Then, one of her friends sent a waterfall, and I ended up here."
"More excuses!" Mozenrath raged.
"I did find out Hikaru likes to read romances," Abis Mal
said, brightening a bit.
"Baka! Why do I care what she likes to read!"
"What does baka mean?" Abis Mal asked.
Mozenrath just glared at the thief. "Go back to the palace,
and do the job right this time!"
"Oh, no," Abis Mal said. "I'm not working for you anymore.
Not if I have to risk running into scary girls! First, the
fireballs, then Jasmine, then..."
"Quit your idiotic babbling! Go get the job done, if you want
to live!"
"Does this mean I don't get a new hat?" Abis Mal asked.
"GO!"
Abis Mal fled from the angry sorcerer's castle.




Jasmine and Aladdin sat in their bedroom, they both wrung their
hands. Their heads hung heavy with worry.
"What are we going to do?" Jasmine asked after a couple of
minutes of silence.

"We have to keep her safe." Aladdin said, restating the
problem at hand.

"But we can't just lock her in her room." Jasmine pointed out.
It wasn't like Hikaru was being punished, none of this was
really her fault.

"I know.... she's just a kid. Even going to that extreme
wouldn't keep her completely safe anyway." Aladdin responded. He
sighed and looked up at the detailed ceiling hoping for an idea.
Suddenly his eyes lit up and he snapped his fingers. Jasmine
noticed and sat up straight and smiled a little, waiting to find
out what he had come up with. "We tried Rasul, and it turns out
he can't successfully guard one person--"

"Aladdin." Jasmine gave him a look. Her father had hired
Rasul when she was very young, and he had always done his job,
at least when she was around. She knew Aladdin's opinion, but he
could give Rasul credit for trying.

"Ok, I'll just say it didn't work out. But, what if I stay
with her?"

"You are a good protector." Jasmine grinned thinking of all
the times Aladdin had saved or protected her from harm. "And I'm
sure she trusts you. I say go for it, and Hikaru would probably
prefer your company to Rasul's."


**************************

Meanwhile Hikaru had talked Sadira into coming with her to get a
snack. She saw no reason to always have to be in her room.

"Let's make it quick." Sadira suggested nervously. The last
thing she wanted to do was put her new friend at risk, and for
some reason the two of them being in Hikaru's room just seemed
safer.

Hikaru started getting fruit and Sadira checked out the cubbard
for more goodies. "Hmm," She said leaning in to get a good look.
"About time for Cook to go shopping. Someone has been having too
many snacks." She giggled. Sadira shut the door, then let out a
shriek when a man appeared beside her.

"It worked!" He announced, sounding surprised. Then he turned
to look right at Hikaru. "Aha! Now I'll get you Princess Hotaru!
....er...no, Hikaru! Yes, Hikaru!" He stepped toward them with a
horrible smile. But Hikaru backed up then held one hand out to
stop him.

"Hikaru? What?" Her eyes widened in what she hoped was
disbelief. She shook her head. "No.... I think you were supposed
to get this." Hikaru held up the nearest fruit, which was a
banana. "Oh, and some mushrooms - we won't be needing those, and
take some egg plants too."

"Yeah," Sadira jumped in. "Here I bet you need an apple." She
looked around for more food, hoping this would work. The guy did
not look all there, so at least they had a chance.
"And....Ramen! It's a...um...rare foreign food." She smiled, but
Hikaru grabbed it before she could hand it to Abis Mal.

"Kaze would kill you." Hikaru whispered. Then she turned back
to the thief. "Nah, he doesn't want that. But I did think I
heard him say something about bread." She went to the counter
and pulled out two slices of fresh bread. She gave them to the
clueless Abis Mal. Now his hands were too full to grab her even
if he wanted to.

He was very happy about the food. "Oh boy, I did it this time.
He'll be so proud."

"Uh, who?" Sadira asked.

"Mo-- ....NO ONE. I'm outta here. hahahaha!" Abis Mal laughed
as he disappeared.

The girls sighed with relief and sank against each other. "It
worked!" Sadira cheered.

"Wow," Hikaru marveled, "didn't know anyone was THAT stupid.
But good for me he was!"

*********************

Abis Mal appeared in front of Mozenrath, his arms full of
various foods. He looked pleased with himself and started to
bring his boss the loot.

"What is that?" Mozenrath asked in disdain. He snarled at the
food and stared at the thief as if he had two heads.

"What you asked for. I got everything." Abis Mal stated.

"I didn't send you to get groceries you brainless jackal!"
Mozenrath bellowed. "Why didn't you get Hikaru?" A look of
recognition pasted over Abis Mal's face. He dropped the food and
took a fearful step back.

"I thought...well they said...and--" He rushed to explain.

"No! You never THINK. Only a moron could return here not only
with the wrong thing, but the wrong lifeform! I've had enough of
your stupidity, Thief."

"But there's always someone with her, and I have been thrown
out on my butt twice. Princess Jasmine threatened me...and that
goofy rock doesn't work right. It lead me to the fire girl. She
is so scary, and what if I ran into the tiger....the Genie is--"

"ENOUGH!" Mozenrath screamed. He pointed a finger at Abis Mal.
"All you do is whine. But I can fix that."

"No, no--" Abis Mal pleaded, having no idea what this threat
meant.

Mozenrath zapped him in the throat and said some odd words in a
low tone. "There." He leaned back, satisfied with his work. "No
more excessive babbling, complaints and excuses from you."

Abis Mal looked panicked, but he looked down and took inventory
of himself. Seeing things looked ok, he opened his mouth.
Nothing came out. His mouth stayed open in shock and he
frantically pointed at his throat.

"That's right. You can't talk - not a peep. I was sick of your
whining. Now, I don't care what happens or who's there, get it
right this time. This is your last chance. If you do well I may
return your voice." Mozenrath laughed.

*************************

Back in the Palace Hikaru was talking with Aladdin. He had come
downstairs and was told all about what happened in the kitchen.
Sadira went up to see Jasmine and Aladdin sat with Hikaru
explaining their new plan.

"So that's it, very simple." He finished.
"All right. I wish I knew who was after me. I understand you
all didn't want me to worry, but I think I am a little bit less
scared if I know to expect something. I just hope this is over
soon....you can't stay with me forever to see that I'm ok."

"That's just our short-term idea." Aladdin told her. "We'll
find and stop whoever is behind this, I promise."

"I know. It seems you and Jasmine can beat anything." Hikaru
smiled.


An hour later Hikaru was in the bathroom getting ready for bed
along with Kaze and Hanako. The girls had split up between the
two bathrooms closest to their rooms. Kaze splashed water on her
face, getting some on Hanako while she was at it.

"Hey!" Hanako cried in surprise.

"Oh, sorry." Kaze said, and brought up some wind to dry her
friend off with a wave of her hand.

"Hana-Chan, move over I can't see to brush my teeth." Hikaru
said. She was behind Hanako a little and standing on her
tip-toes.

"Sure." Hanako slid over and took off her slippers.

"What a day, I'm soooo tired." Hikaru said, muffled by the
toothpaste.

"I'm ready to hit the hay too." Kaze agreed. "Tomorrow I have
to write a paper for Jasmine on why a Princess should sit
still." She groaned.

"Well, she did tell you four times not to float away!" Hanako
shook her head. "We have to learn this stuff."


Outside Abis Mal stood looking at the majestic Palace. Mozenrath
had given him several magic tools to use...if he could just
figure them out. He was debating on which one to try...after all
his voice might depend on it! Finally he decided to go with the
flying shoes. They looked old and beat up, but they really did
fly.

He quickly put them on. He would have to go through a window and
grab Hikaru. Then he could make his escape using knock out gas.
The shoes took off and Abis Mal had no choice but to ride
along....right into the wall! He slowly and painfully got up and
tried again.

************************

"Did you hear something?" Hanako asked. She could have sworn
she had heard some kind of thump, and with all that was going on
she wasn't going to be too careful. Just then someone rapped on
the bathroom door with a light knock.

"Who's there?" Kaze questioned.

"Aladdin, just checking on you." His voice came through the
door. He was standing out in the hall waiting on them. He was
intent to keep watch on Hikaru, and even had some blankets
spread out on her floor so he could stay near her even in the
night. Hikaru opened the door since they were all decent.

"Hanako thought she heard something." She reported.

"I heard something too...came from outside." Aladdin noted,
"But don't worry yet, I don't want you all jumping at every
bump. It could have just been Rajah for all we know." The group
heard another noise, closer. It sounded like someone hitting
something. It was so near it could be the outside wall. But how
could it be that close if they were on the second floor? "I'll
keep watch for at least a couple more hours." Aladdin said, "You
girls try to get some rest."

************************

Abis Mal dragged himself up again. He had run into a wall three
times and into glass once. He was sore and had one heck of a
headache. If only he could complain! The thief never realized
how much he voiced everything. He started limping away from the
Palace. He needed practice with those confounded shoes. Maybe he
should just give up? Or try the invisibility cloak?

In an instant Mozenrath was in front of him, looking very angry.
"FOOL!" He glared down at Abis Mal. With a twist of his hand
invisible power grabbed the little man by the throat and started
squeezing. "I gave you enough magic for ten men and you still
fail. You are worthless! I guess I'll just have to do it
myself!" Then the wizard vanished into the Palace to find
Hikaru.




Hikaru said good night to Kaze and Hanako and climbed into
bed.
"Aladdin-san," she said, before drifting off to sleep. "Thank
you for looking out for me."
"It's not a problem," Aladdin said.
"No, really," Hikaru said, "you've been like my big brother
away from home." In a few minutes, Hikaru was fast asleep.

Mozenrath appeared behind a curtain in Hikaru's bedroom. He
could have had her by now, had he done the job himself. Ravenous
hyped-up teens, a palace guard and a hot-headed princess were no
problem for him. Abis Mal was weak. He shouldn't have hired him.
Mozenrath took a look at the sleeping princess.
Hikaru stirred in her sleep. "Mamo-chan..." she said.
"She won't suspect a thing," Mozenrath laughed to himself, as
he advanced on Hikaru.
"Mozenrath!" Aladdin was up, ready to fight. "You sent Abis
Mal!"
"How observant," Mozenrath said. "Lucky for you, he's a moron
who couldn't get the job done. If you want something done right,
it's best to do it yourself."
Aladdin took out a sword, slashing it at the wizard, trying
to keep him away from Hikaru.
Mozenrath used his power to create a sword, which spun in
Aladdin's direction, knocking his sword out of his hand. "Fool!
Have you forgotten how powerful I am?"
"Have you forgotten how many times I've defeated you?"
Aladdin countered.
"That was then," Mozenrath said, sending a blast of power at
Aladdin.
Aladdin took a handmirror that was lying on Hikaru's night
table, and re-directed the attack. It just missed Mozenrath,
hitting the opposite wall. This was enough to wake up Hikaru.
"Mozenrath!" she said, surprised. "You...it was you! You were
after me!"
"Come with me, Princess," Mozenrath said, "and I'll let
Aladdin live."
Hikaru just shook her head. "Love and beauty shock!" she
cried, sending hearts and rainbows at Mozenrath, shocking him.
"I...won't...LOSE!" Mozenrath said, as he made ready to trap
Hikaru.
"Nuku Nuku DASH!" came a voice. In flew a grey cat from the
window, knocking Mozenrath off balance.
By this time, the other four princesses rushed into Hikaru's
room.
"Fire whip!" Moeagaru called out.
"Sapphire whirlwind!" Kaze shouted.
"Ice blades!" Umi called.
Before the ice blades could reach him, Mozenrath quickly
formed a portal and disappeared.
Princess Jasmine came into the room.
"Mozenrath was after Hikaru again," Aladdin explained.
"But we beat him," Hikaru said.
"I don't doubt he'll be back," Aladdin said.
Hikaru nodded. "I will just have to train extra hard.
"By the way, who's the cat?" Jasmine asked, gesturing to the
grey cat with white wings.
"This is Nyan Nyan," Kaze said. "She's one of my best friends
back in Windom."
"It's so quiet in Windom without Kaze-chan to talk to. I hope
you don't mind if I stay while Kaze and the other princesses
train."
Iago came into the room, followed by Jinsoku. He took one
look at Nyan Nyan and screamed. "Cats are bad enough, but now
we've got one that FLIES!"
Everybody laughed.

A couple days later, Hikaru walked with Umi and Kaze. "So,
now I have to write a report on why running late isn't an excuse
for leaping over the rail. Not to mention I have to retake that
math test. What do we need math for, anyway?" Hikaru pouted.
Kaze and Umi just laughed. "Just don't float in the air,
during princess lessons," Kaze said.
Hikaru laughed.

