Adventures in Agrabah - Part 28 - Mozenrath's Spell Part 2

Mozenrath sat in the penthouse appartment he was residing in
while he and Hikaru were in Tokyo. They had been here for six
months, but of course Hikaru thought she had lived here all her
life. The year was 1995, and the world they were in was mainly
mortal. Any of the magic he was familiar with only existed in
books, or things called Anime or Manga. Hikaru was very obsessed
with Anime and Manga. HEr favourite titles were Bishoujo Senshi
Sailormoon, Code Name Sailor V, and Ai Tenshi Densetsu Wedding
Peach. There was also a series called The Five Kingdoms.
Mozenrath wished Hikaru wouldn't read that series, but it wasn't
a huge problem. He just pushed the other titles on Hikaru.
"Everything is going according to my plan," he told Xerxes.
"It is true, Hikaru only knows me as Jedeite Kisai, but the more
time she spends with my alterego, the more she'll be eating out
of my hand."
Mozenrath transformed into the blonde-haired blue-eyed
seventeen-year-old Jedeite. In order to be convincing, he had to
attend school, too. Some of the teachers at his school really
didn't have a clue, either. There was one, in particular,
Mozenrath suspected, spent more time hitting the bottle than he
spent preparing lesson plans. A waste of time, but Mozenrath
gave up on paying attention to the guy anyway.
Before he left, Mozenrath zapped Xerxes, changing him into a
grey cat. Hikaru would be there that afternoon, and he couldn't
risk her seeing Xerxes in his true form. He had a feeling Xerxes
liked the cat form a bit too much, but there was no other
alternative.

In a shop that was right next to the Game Center, Jasmine was
organizing some Manga. The group had been in Tokyo for two
months, but had yet to talk to Hikaru. She did come in about
once a week to purchase Manga, cards or other things associated
with her favourite Anime and Manga, but they hadn't talked with
her about anything outside the subject of Sailormoon or Wedding
Peach.
Jasmine was going through copies of the newest Five Kingdoms
Manga, when she noticed something. "Aladdin!" she cried. "Look
at this!"
Aladdin took the Manga and looked at where Jasmine was
pointing. "Richie Cunningham and Arthur Fonzerelli!" he
exclaimed. "But weren't they from the 1950s?"
"They were," Genie said, putting down that month's issue of
Nakayoshi that he'd been reading. "In this world, it takes a
long time for things to get published. Maybe nobody was ready
for stories about the Five Princesses until recently."
"Interesting how they chose to publish the stories as MAnga,"
Aladdin said.
"That's probably the best way they could get the most
accurate stories published," Genie said.
"Have any of the other girls spotted Hikaru?" Jasmine asked,
changing the subject.
"Kaze said she saw her in a crowd, but wasn't able to get
near her at the time," Aladdin said. "But now we know what
school Hikaru is attending. And Iago has been flying around
Tokyo to find out where she lives."
"She should be coming in today," Genie said. "It's Friday,
and that's when she comes in every week."
"I'm surprised she hasn't bought out the entire store,"
Jasmine laughed.
"Well, she does keep us in business," Aladdin said.

Hikaru Usako ran down the street. "I can't be late again!"
she cried. "That will be the third time this week!"
Hikaru was running so fast, she didn't have time to stop
before she collided with a silver-haired gentleman.
"I'm sorry," she said, "I didn't see you!"
"It's ok," the man said, helping Hikaru to her feet. "But you
should be careful. I'd hate to see you get hurt."
"I over-slept again," Hikaru explained. Then she switched
gears. Afterall, it was always polite to introduce yourself to
someone you ran into. "My name's Hikaru Usako, what's yours?"
"I'm Mamoru Chiba," the man said.
"Mamoru Chiba," Hikaru repeated. "He is in an Anime and Manga
series. Do you protect a princess from the moon, too?"
"Not quite," Mamoru said, "but I hope someday to find my
Princess."
"How romantic," Hikaru said. Then the clock at the nearby
Catholic church began to strike the hour. "Oh no! I've got to
get going!" she cried. "It's been nice meeting you!" she called,
as she ran past. Mamoru watched after her.


Right after lunch Hikaru was walking back to class with Naru.
The two were taking their time. The halls were filled with other
students going to their next class or to their lockers - the
usual chaos.

Down the hall Umi and Kaze stood together scanning the crowd.
They hadn't been going to Hikaru's school long, and neither had
even gotten a chance to talk to her. It pained the girls that
their dear friend didn't know them and they were eager to
introduce themselves. They had been as patient as possible, and
now as Umi spotted Hikaru she squeezed Kaze's arm. This could be
their chance.

"Look!" She turned her head in Hikaru's direction. Kaze saw
her too, and smiled.

"Come on." Kaze took Umi's hand so they wouldn't be separated
in the mass of students and the girls went straight over to
Hikaru. Her friend she had been talking with had just walked
away. This was it. They were careful not to appear anxious or
suspicious in any way. Kaze started to walk past Hikaru and
skillfully made sure Hikaru's long hair caught on her backpack.

"Ow!" Hikaru yelled as she felt a sharp tug. Her hair was
stuck on something...again. She hated that.

"Oh! I'm so sorry." A girl with wavy light blue hair said,
rushing to help get Hikaru's hair loose.

"I told you you shouldn't have so many pins on that backpack."
The girl beside her scolded lightly. She had a different shade
of blue hair, and it was straight and long.

"But it's Sailormoon, and I love my pins." The first girl
argued. Then she looked at Hikaru. "I really am sorry. Oh! Where
are my manners? I'm Kaze Mahou and this is my sister, Umi." Umi
gave Hikaru a friendly nod and bright smile.

"It's all right." Hikaru smiled politely. "I'm Hikaru Usako.
Nice to meet you both." She glanced at the Sailormoon pins. "You
like manga, Kaze?"

"Of course! Sailormoon is the best." Kaze replied.

"I like it too." Umi piped up. "My favorite is Ai Tenshi
Densetsu Wedding Peach." Aladdin and Jasmine being at the store
so much had given the girls valuable information on what Hikaru
liked.

"Ooo! I love Wedding Peach and Sailormoon!" Hikaru shrieked.
Kaze and Umi shared a smile. Even in another time and place
Hikaru would always be Hikaru.

"Then you have great taste." Kaze told her.

"Have you two ever played the new Sailor V game?" Hikaru
wanted to know.

"Yes! We just played it last week." Umi answered. "I got to
level 4."

"And I made it to level 5." Kaze added.

"Wow, I haven't been further than level 2 yet." Hikaru
admitted.

"I'd be happy to help you." Kaze offered, hoping she wasn't
coming on too strong.

"Awesome!" Hikaru beamed. "You two are new here, right? I
wonder if we have any classes together." She glanced up at a
clock, making sure class wasn't starting yet.

"We have the same lunch." Umi informed her.

"And we may be in science together...I'm not sure." Kaze said.

"I'm glad we met," Hikaru told them "you seem like my kind of
people. Wanna meet up at lunch on Monday?"

"Oh sure." Umi said brightly.

"That would be fun." Kaze nodded.

"It must be hard changing schools. Maybe I can give you
survival tips." Hikaru joked.

"Super! We'd better get going, see you Monday." Umi waved.

"Bye!" Hikaru called as she slipped into her classroom.

*********************

After school Hikaru made her weekly trip to the Manga store.
This was one of her favorite parts of the week. She felt an
excited tingle as she opened the door. The store had everything
she liked and the owners were always nice to her.

"Hi Hikaru!" Aladdin, the shop owner, called out.

Hikaru waved cheerfully. It wasn't surprising the people who
worked there knew her by name. She did come in every week.
Sometimes the lady with the long black hair, Jasmine, even had
her mangas already laid out.

"Good to see you Hikaru." Jasmine smiled. "How have you been?"

"Very good thanks, and you?" Hikaru responded.

"Great." Jasmine said. She turned away from the stack of books
she was putting in order. "The Sailormoon mangas have been moved
to the front, over near the toys." She told Hikaru.

"Yeah we got in a neat new shelf, so we are putting some of
the more popular series on it." Aladdin explained.

Just then Genie came out of the back with a box of old issues
for the half price shelf. "Hey, it's Hikaru!" He greeted. Hikaru
smiled in response. Genie seemed to always be hyper and he was
pretty entertaining. There were no other customers in at the
moment so she got all the attention...it was kind of nice.

"The newest issue of The Five Kingdoms came out today."
Aladdin said from behind the register. He held one up that he
had been looking through. Fonzie and Richie had done excellent
work and a lot of the adventures were true stories Hikaru had
told them about. This one centered around introducing the evil
Wanizame. Aladdin still marveled at how things that he had lived
through kept appearing in print. And this time it was many
centuries later!

Hikaru quickly went over to have a closer look. "May I see
that?" She requested.

"Sure." Aladdin handed her the book. When their fingers
touched he couldn't help hoping it might trigger something in
Hikaru. But of course it didn't. He held in a disappointed sigh.
It was hard to treat one of his closest friends as just an
acquaintance.

Hikaru scanned the manga with wide eyes. "I've gotta get it."
She announced. "I think I look a lot like the High Princess in
that series. Her name is even Hikaru." She commented as she was
getting her money out. "But my boyfriend insists I don't. He
said I look more like Sailor V."

"Ooo a boyfriend." Genie said in a sing song voice.

"Genie." Jasmine gave him a look. "Well," She walked over to
Hikaru. "I think you do resemble the Princess quite a bit."

"I agree." Aladdin said, handing Hikaru her change and putting
her mangas in a bag. "And that's a very interesting series, I
hope you'll continue to read it." He smiled.


************************

An hour later Hikaru arrived at Jedeite's apartment. She was
happy to be going to see him, even if it was to study math.
Maybe he could help her understand it better....she would
certainly pay close attention. Jedeite met her at the door.
"Welcome." He smiled.

"Thanks!" Hikaru chirped, stepping inside. She slid off her
shoes automatically and placed them by the door. Instantly
Jedeite's cat came up and started rubbing against Hikaru's legs
and purring. "How cute!"

Mozenrath glared down at Xerxes. He was obviously getting an
eyeful from his vantage point, and was very happy about it.
"Xerxes!" Mozenrath barked.

"It's ok, Jedeite. He's just being friendly." Hikaru said.

"Too friendly." Mozenrath muttered. He grabbed Xerxes by the
back of the neck and promptly threw him out onto the balcony.
The animal bounced off the rails and smacked down on the cement.
"There!" 'Jedeite' turned and grinned at his guest. "Now he
won't get in our way." He motioned for Hikaru to have a seat on
the couch. She did so and slowly got out her text book, setting
it on the coffee table. "Would you like something to drink?" He
offered.

"That would be nice, thanks." Hikaru nodded.

In a minute Jedeite returned with two peach sodas. He handed one
to Hikaru and she smiled. "How did you know?"

"We have a lot in common...I figured we might share good taste
in drinks as well." Jedeite replied.

"You figured right." Hikaru said, giving her best smile.
Jedeite sat down beside her and opened Hikaru's math book to the
correct chapter.

"Oh you know," He looked her in the eye. "I just got tickets
to the new Sailormoon movie. It opens this weekend....would you
want to--"

"Ooo!" Hikaru squealed, cutting him off. "Sailormoon S! I'm
dying to see that."

"Want to go with me?" Jedeite asked.

"That would be wonderful!" Hikaru beamed. She gave him a quick
excited hug. "We'll have such a good time."

"I know we will." Jedeite agreed.

The next night, Hikaru sat in her back yard on a porch swing,
She was waiting for Jedeite to take her to the Sailormoon S
movie, but for now, she sat watching the moon and the stars. For
some reason, she was very partial to the moon and stars. Maybe
it had something to do with her love for Sailormoon. Hikaru
wondered if there really could be a princess on the moon.
Suddenly, a red and blue parrot flew to her and landed on the
arm rest of the porch swing.
"Hello, there," Hikaru greeted the parrot. "Where did you come
from?"
"Come from," the parrot squalked. "Come from!"
"The moon looks so beautiful tonight," Hikaru said. "I love to
look at it. Maybe because I love Sailormoon so much. I think
it's so awesome how she was just an average junior high student,
until she found out her true destiny."
"Follow your destiny," the bird squalked.
"It would be cool if I had an awesome destiny like that,"
Hikaru continued. "But for now, I'll be content to watch Anime
and Manga."
"Anime and Manga," Iago squalked. "Princess Hikaru!"
"What?" Hikaru questioned.
"Follow your destiny!" the bird squalked, before flying off.
A few minutes later, Jedeite came out. "Your mother said you'd
be out here," he told her. "Who were you talking to?"
Hikaru laughed a bit. "A parrot landed here, but then it flew
away," she explained.
"Do you often talk to animals?" Jedeite questioned.
"You know I do," Hikaru laughed. "Wouldn't it be cool if they
could talk back?"
"Depends on what they might say."
"They would be just like people, I suppose." Hikaru explained.
"Maybe. Could you imagine arguing with an animal? I think that
would be pretty funny."
"Not if they were smart enough to comprehend and argue back."
Hikaru pointed out.
"Good point." Jedeite smiled then gave a shrug. "I guess
something like that would just take some getting used to."
"Usagi comes to mind," Hikaru laughed. "And her first encounter
with Luna...well, second I guess. But the first time Luna
actually spoke to her. I suppose I might have reacted the same
way."
"You do remind me a little of Usagi." He chuckled. "Speaking of
her, we better go. The movie starts in 30 minutes."
"Of course," Hikaru smiled. She took Jedeite's hand and the two
started off for the movies.

The following Monday at school, Hikaru was in fencing practice
when the coach pulled her aside.
"Usako," he told her, "I think Cherry Blossom Junior High
finally has a worthy opponent for you. Today, I'm going to team
you up with a transfer student. Her skill is pretty similar to
your own, and you need the challenge."
A girl, about 5'6" with red hair stepped forward. The two took
their positions, bowing to each other before the coach blew the
whistle.
The duel went on for a lot longer than any of the other duels
Hikaru had. For some reason, none of the other students in the
district were a match for Hikaru Usako.
Finally, the match ended, with the redhead as the winner.
"Nobody's ever beat me," Hikaru said. "It makes it hard to
strengthen my skills. What's your name?"
"Moeagaru Mahou," the girl answered. "And you must be Hikaru
Usako."
"Mahou?" Hikaru questioned. "As in Kaze and Umi?"
"I'm their cousin," Moeagaru answered. She wished she didn't
have to pretend like this. Afterall, she and Hikaru had been
best friends practically all their lives. But if she ever hoped
to get the old Hikaru back, this was the way it had to be.
"Would you be my new fencing partner?" Hikaru asked. "I think
you could really help me out."
"I'd love to," Moeagaru smiled.

Outside, Jedeite waited for Hikaru. He had promised to walk her
home after fencing practice. He was sitting on a bench near the
gym when he heard a chorus of screams coming from the girls'
locker room. A couple minutes later, he saw...Xerxes?...flying
out. Behind him was a girl with short dark hair that Hikaru had
called Akane Tendou. She was swinging a wooden practice sword at
the eel, and screaming at him.
"You sick pervert!" she shouted. "How dare you hide in the
locker room like that! I'll make sushi out of you for that!"
About ten minutes later, Hikaru came out and joined Jedeite.
"How was fencing practice?" he asked her.
"Well, I finally got a practice partner that can actually match
my skill," Hikaru said. Akane was still screaming in the
background, but Hikaru's back was to her at the moment. "Hey,
isn't that Akane Tendou?"
"Yes, I wonder what she's so upset about."
"I didn't even see her in the locker room," Hikaru explained.
"I got out of fencing practice after most everybody else."
"Maybe someone played a mean joke on her." Jedeite suggested.
"If they did, she'll make sure they pay for it," Hikaru laughed
a bit nervously.
"I bet she will." Jedeite responded. "Hikaru," Jedeite said. He
could see Akane chasing after Xerxes behind Hikaru. What had
that eel been thinking? He was gonna get it later. "How about we
do something different today. Like....karaoke."
"Ooh! Karaoke! I love karaoke!" Hikaru squealed.
"Good, let's go." Jedeite let Hikaru go out in front of him and
he turned around and grabbed Xerxes as he flew by. Akane lost
track of the eel and ran on by swinging her fake sword. Jedeite
zapped Xerxes back into cat form, and now he was holding him by
the tail. "This better not happen again." He hissed. "Or you
will be sushi!"

In a back room of the Manga shop, Aladdin, Jasmine, the four
princesses, Mamoru, Yusuke, Genie, Iago and the two fairies were
comparing notes and trying to figure out what to do next.
"She's certainly the same Hikaru, even if she doesn't remember
us," Umi said.
"It's sad that she doesn't even remember us, and has a
different life, though," Mamoru said.
"We all feel that way," Jasmine said, even though she knew it
must be a different kind of hurt for Mamoru.
"We'll get Hikaru back," Hikari stated. "It's just going to
take some time. If we're around her enough, then I can use the
spell that will give her her memories back."
"Iaggo," Aladdin turned to the parrot. "You said you found out
where she lives."
"It wasn't easy," Iago said. He had spent a lot of time flying
over Tokyo, looking for the place Hikaru called her home, but in
such a big city, it was tough to find her. It only got easier
after they had narrowed the possibilities down to the area
around Hikaru's school.
"Would you keep a close watch on Hikaru?" Aladdin asked.
"You want me to babysit her?" Iago whined.
"You're the only one who can keep an eye on her and be
inconspicuous at the same time," Jasmine pointed out.
"I didn't say I wouldn't," Iago said.
"And Iago," Moeagaru added. "Watching her doesn't include while
she's in the shower or getting dressed."
"I know that," Iago said. "Geez, you meet one perverted eel and
that makes all animals perverts!"

Hikaru was hurrying to the Game Center after school at full
speed. It was just around the corner up ahead. She had agreed to
meet her new friends Umi and Kaze there, and as usual she was
running late. Hikaru rounded the corner and gasped. For a second
she thought she was looking in a mirror. It was her, but with
her hair done like Usagi/Sailormoon's! A dark and unfriendly
looking man was with her. Hikaru blinked, she must be seeing
things. But the image didn't go away. Hikaru quickly grew dizzy
and the world around her went dark.

Mozenrath, posed as Jedeite, saw Hikaru faint from across the
street. He knew to expect this, because of the time he and
Hikaru had been through here. Both Hikarus fell to the ground
and he ran over to help. Then he picked up Hikaru and carried
her back to his place.


*******************


Mozenrath laid Hikaru on the couch and went to get a cool wash
rag for her. When he got back into the living room he saw that
Xerxes was happily sprawled across the unconscious Hikaru.
"Xerxes!" He hissed. "Get off!" He kicked the cat, irritated
that he would try such a thing. Xerxes gave a loud "meow" and
jumped away. 'Jedeite' glared at him evilly, then bent down to
press the cloth to Hikaru's head.

Hikaru slowly opened her eyes and looked around. The last thing
she remembered was seeing herself. But now she was in Jedeite's
apartment. "How did I get here?"

"I brought you here." Jedeite replied.

"You brought me here?" She looked confused.

"Yeah, you were passed out on the sidewalk....I wouldn't just
leave you there, that's dangerous." He explained.

"I saw myself...and I looked a bit like Usagi Tsukino..." Hikaru
said softly. Jedeite sat down beside her and pressed the cloth
against her forehead.

"As in Sailormoon?" He raised an eyebrow at her. "You
know....I think school stress is getting to you. Maybe you're
having test anxieties. Don't you have three tests next week?"

"Math, English and History." Hikaru counted them off on her
fingers.

"No wonder you're seeing things. How are you feeling now?" He
moved the rag down her face, hoping the coolness was helping.

"Disoriented."

"Do you think you hit your head on the sidewalk?" Jedeite
asked, looking worried.

"I hope not." She responded.

"I'll get you some Asprin." He offered. Jedeite gave Hikaru
the cloth and went to the cabinet in the kitchen to get the
medicine. He returned and handed Hikaru the pill and a glass of
water. "You should get your mind off school. There's no need to
be so stressed about it. We should go somewhere. How about the
park?"

"Well..." Hikaru thought for a moment. "I've been having a bit
of trouble with English, and you know me and math..."

"I promise, I'll help you study later. Right now, you need a
break."

"I guess a night off from studying won't kill me." Hikaru
said, getting up carefully.

"All work and no play is bad for the brain." Jedeite smiled.

"Hey, that's my line!" Hikaru laughed.

"Where do you think I learned it?" He replied.

"Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery." She told him.

"Right." Jedeite leaned over and kissed her cheek.


***********************


The two walked hand-in-hand around the park. It was Spring in
Tokyo and the flowers were in full bloom around them. There was
a lovely pond in the center of this park, surrounded by walking
paths. Hikaru breathed in the slightly scented air and sighed.
"I love flowers, and this place has all kinds."

"They are pretty." Jedeite agreed. "Just look at all the
colors."

"It's almost like a rainbow of flowers." Hikaru smiled. Then
she gazed up at Jedeite. "There isn't anyone else I'd rather
enjoy this with."

"I feel the same way. Everything is better with you around."
He told her, giving her hand a squeeze.

They found an empty bench to sit on. It had a great view of the
pond and fountain. Hikaru snuggled close to Jedeite and he put
his arm around her. Hikaru sat in silence, enjoying the peace
and tranquility. Jedeite had been right. This certainly was a
good way to get her mind off school for a while.

After a few minutes Jedeite spoke up. "Hikaru, I knew from the
first moment I saw you that you were special." He confessed. "I
was even a little surprised you agreed to go out with me. But
the fact that you did tells me I am the luckiest man alive."

"I was surprised, myself, when I heard you were attracted to
me," Hikaru grinned, blushing a bit.

"Too bad you didn't hear it straight from me. I shouldn't have
been so shy at first." He held her a little tighter and cupped
her chin with his free hand. "But none of that matters, now I'm
happier than I've ever been. I couldn't ask for more." Jedeite
brought her face close to his and kissed her lips, lightly at
first, then the kiss grew deeper. Hikaru responded in kind,
kissing him back and wrapping her arms around him. She was
obviously having a good time, practically melting against
Jedeite. Inside Mozenrath was congratulating himself. He had
accomplished what Hikaru had always insisted was impossible. She
was his.


**********************


In the back room of the Manga shop Hikaru's friends were once
again gathered together.

"Hikaru was supposed to meet us at The Game Center after
school. We waited for over an hour." Kaze told everyone.

"I'm really worried. I hope she's all right." Umi said.

"Hikaru is always late....but an hour? I wonder if maybe she
forgot?" Moeagaru thought out loud.

"It's possible." Aladdin sighed. "But she'd be more likely to
forget a school assignment than hangout plans."

"True." Hanako nodded. "But something may have come up." She
was being optimistic but her eyes showed her concern. "I haven't
even gotten to speak to her yet. She is in my English class tho.
I'm hoping to corner her sometime this week."

"Iago," Jasmine looked at the parrot. "Have you seen anything
interesting yet?"

"I saw plenty, and it was disturbing." He made a gagging
noise, but a glance from Mamoru stopped him. "She saw herself
and Mozenbreath on the street and fainted. Took me a while to
figure that out, but my guess is it was Hikaru and Mozenrath
when they were dimension hopping. She was very shocked."

"But is she okay?" Mamoru pressed.

"Oh yeah, she's fine." Iago went on. "Some guy found her and
helped her out."

"Some guy?" Aladdin rose both eyebrows. That didn't sound
very good.

"He looked older, had light hair." Iago described. "I think he
knows her."

"He better have taken good care of her." Mamoru muttered.

"He did. I saw them at the park just before I came back here."
The bird stated. "You ain't gonna like this..."

"What?" Mamoru crossed his arms.

"Hikaru was pretty cozy with this guy." Iago said slowly. He
wasn't sure how Mamoru would react, so he backed up a step. "She
seemed to really like him."

Mamoru let out an audible sigh. He knew Hikaru wasn't really
cheating, she would never do that knowingly. He reminded himself
that she didn't remember him or anything of her old life -
thanks to Mozenrath.

"I know it's frustrating." Jasmine said softly. Umi patted
Mamoru on the back sympathetically.

"Yes, it is. But we will get her back." Mamoru vowed.

"We're getting closer. At least now Hikaru knows Umi, Kaze and
Moeagaru." Hikari pointed out.

"And we'll stay here as long as it takes." Aladdin told the
group.

Hikaru awoke, that night, to a strange dream. Umi, Kaze,
Moeagaru and a girl named Hanako were also in the dream, along
with that Mamoru guy. Hikaru had been Princess Hikaru from the
Five Kingdoms Manga, only the stories took place in the 20th
century, so Hikaru was still Hikaru Usako, but had an alter-ego
as SailorCosmos, and was also the High Princess. The other four
girls were SailorWindom, SailorAquadom, SailorFresia and
SailorVolcana. Mamoru had acted as Hikaru's Tuxedo Kamen. The
Light Fairy from the Five Kingdoms Manga was even there, telling
Hikaru she must follow her destiny. Now, Hikaru sat up in bed.
It was common knowledge that Hikaru was an avid Anime and Manga
fan, so anyone she told of this dream might chalk it up to her
obsession with Shoujo Anime.

The next morning, Hikaru ran down the street, late as usual.
She ran smack into Mamoru again, and this time, he was with
another guy, who had dark brown hair, and some facial features
that Hikaru thought she recognized.
"Mamoru-san!" Hikaru greeted him. "Is this going to start to
become a habit?" She smiled.
"Hikaru-san!" Mamoru said. "Did you over-sleep again?"
"Yeah," Hikaru said, "I had this strange dream. It was so
real. I was--" She trailed off. This Mamoru might think she was
a bit nutty if she told him she had such a vivid dream about
being Princess Hikaru. "Who's your friend?" She changed the
subject.
"Oh, this is my brother, Yusuke," Mamoru told her.
"Nice to meet you," Hikaru smiled. "If you don't mind me
saying so, you look very familiar.And..." Hikaru looked the two
older guys over. A strange feeling passed over her, as if she
had known these two in another time. "All of a sudden I feel--"
Hikaru was cut off by the sound of a woman's scream. She turned
to see a little girl, about four years old in the road. A car
was speeding toward her and was just inches away. "NO!" Hikaru
screamed. She started to race out into the street to save the
little girl from getting hit, when a strange thing occured. The
car zoomed past, and Hikaru could swear she saw it go right
through the little girl. The next moment, the mother came out,
pulling her daughter to safety and hugging her close.
"Did you see that?" Hikaru asked the two.
"I did, indeed," Yusuke replied. He knew exactly what had
just happened.
"Do you suppose--" Hikaru was cut off by the sound of the
church clock signaling the hour. "I've got to get going!" Hikaru
told them. "It was nice meeting you, Yusuke-san!" she called as
she hurried to class.

Later at lunch, Hikaru sat with Kaze, Umi and Moeagaru. She
felt bad about the previous day, so she invited Kaze and Umi to
her house. "I can show you my Manga and artbook collection, and
we can watch Sailormoon and Wedding Peach together!
Moeagaru-san, would you like to join us?"
"I wouldn't miss it," Moeagaru smiled.
A few minutes later, Hikaru gasped, as a tall girl with brown
hair in a ponytail joined the group. "She's..." Hikaru trailed
off.
"That's Hanako," Moeagaru explained. "She's our cousin."
"Hanako..." Hikaru whispered.
"Hey, guys!" Hanako smiled brightly.
"Hey, Hana-chan!" Kaze said.
"You must be Hikaru USako," Hanako turned to Hikaru. "I'm--"
"Hanako Mahou!" Hikaru finished for her. "You're in my
English class and have scored the highest on every test for the
past month or so! How do you do it? English is so hard!"
"I can help you with your English, if you want," Hanako
offered.
"That would be awesome!" Hikaru said. "I invited your cousins
to my house after school. We're going to look at my Anime and
Manga collection, but maybe we can do some studying, too."
"That would be lovely," Hanako smiled.

That afternoon, Hikaru, Moeagaru, Hanako, Umi and Kaze were
hanging out in her bedroom.
Hikaru's bedroom was decorated in pink and white, and had a
crecent moon theme throughout it. Her curtains and bed spread
were even decorated with crecent moons and stars. Wall scrolls
of various Anime decorated her walls, and her book shelves were
piled with Manga, art books and several back issues of
Nakayoshi, Run Run and Newtype. Other shelves had figures,
plushies and action figures from different Anime.
Kaze picked up the Nyan Nyan plushie that Hikaru had in one
of the chairs in her room. "You have a lot of stuff from the
Five Kingdoms manga, too, I see," she commented.
Hikaru nodded. "I love that series. But Jedeite doesn't like
it. When I asked why, he said it wasn't even authentic Manga. He
says it's just some stupid knock-off series written by a couple
of lousy Americans. But, as you can see, I read it anyway."
"I like that series, too," Umi piped up.
"I had a dream from it last night," Hikaru said, feeling she
could share the dream with her new friends. "I was Princess
Hikaru, only the Manga was set in this century, and we were more
like the Sailor Soldiers. I was SailorCosmos, but also the High
Princess. And you all were SailorFresia, SailorAquadom,
SailorWindom and SailorVolcana. And there was a Tuxedo Kamen,
too. It was all very strange."
"Doesn't sound strange to me," Hanako said. "Dreams are very
powerful things."
"You must also consider the Sailormoon series," Kaze pointed
out. "Usagi Tsukino thought she was an average junior high
student."
Hikaru laughed a bit. "Are you saying I could have been
Princess Hikaru in a previous life? It's highly possible. But
you can't assume that just because I look a lot like her."

"A lot of strange things happened today," Iago was telling
the others, later in the back room of the Manga shop. "Like that
car driving right through that little girl."
"And the dream she told us about," Hanako added.
"And the way she looked at Mamoru and me," Yusuke put in.
"Yet she still doesn't seem to remember any of us."
"But we are getting somewhere," Hikari assured the group. "We
just have to stay as close to Hikaru as possible. Then, I can
unlock her memories and awaken her."
"I wonder where Mozenrath is," HAnako said.
"Well, there's that guy Hikaru was with..." Iago started.
"I wonder if that was the Jedeite she was referring to," Umi
said. "But we can't assume that's Mozenrath."
"We'll continue to watch over her," Aladdin said. "Umi, is
your mirror working properly?"
Umi held up her mirror, and displayed an image of Hikaru fast
asleep in her bed. "I'll check in on her from time to time," Umi
said.
"And I can become invisible and make others invisible, too,"
Kaze added. "That will come in handy if Hikaru gets into any
dangerous situations."
"Great," Aladdin said. "We will get to the bottom of all this
soon."

Mozenrath looked at the clock on the wall. It would be hours
before Hikaru would get out of school. This was the part of the
day he hated most. Patience didn't come easy for the wizard. He
went into the kitchen and pulled a bag out of the cabinet. He
had been to the store that morning. "Xerxes!" He called. He
still needed to pay the creature back for the stunts he had
pulled. Xerxes trotted into the kitchen, in cat form.

"There you are." Mozenrath smiled. "I've been thinking...since
you seem to enjoy being a cat so much, why not really live like
one?" Xerxes looked up at his Master, not sure what to think of
this. The sorcerer tore open the dry cat food and poured some
into a bowl. "No more scraps for you." The gray cat backed up.
"Xerxes, this is cat food, now eat up! It's all you're getting."
Mozenrath scooted the bowl closer to Xerxes' face, then turned
to leave the kitchen.


*************************


Aladdin, Jasmine and Genie were all in different areas of the
Manga store. They were separating the new books from last
week's. A couple of customers had just walked out the door, so
they were free to talk about anything.

"We all know Hikaru likes to hang out next door." Jasmine
started off.

"Right, the Game Center." Aladdin nodded.

"So, why haven't we been over there yet?" Jasmine questioned.

"Umi and Kaze have been there." Genie responded.

"Yes, but I think we should check it out too." Jasmine stated.
"The more familiar we become with all the things Hikaru is
into--"

"The better off we are, and the quicker we'll be done here."
Aladdin finished her sentence.

"We aren't too busy this time of day. Let's go next door and
look around." Jasmine suggested.

"Ok. Genie, do you mind watching the store?" Aladdin asked.
"No prob, Al." Genie replied. He was near the back, stacking
up manga just to see how high he could get them without falling.
Aladdin looked back and shook his head, just before he and
Jasmine went out the front door.

Aladdin opened the door to the Game Center for his wife. Jasmine
gave him a smile, but it quickly turned into a look of shock. In
front of them was a world unknown. A few high school to college
age people were there, seated in front of strange boxes with
moving pictures on them. Over to one side was a counter with
food, the other side of the room had bigger boxes with buttons
on them.

"What's that?" Jasmine gestured to the box nearest to her. She
had never seen anything like it in her life. She reminded
herself they were in the far future.

"It might be what Genie called a 'video game.' I think that's
what most of these are." Aladdin whispered back. They did look
interesting, no wonder Hikaru spent so much time here.

"Welcome. Is....this your first time here?" A blonde guy
greeted them.

"Yes." Aladdin and Jasmine said in unison.

"It wasn't hard to tell." He chuckled. "My name's Motoki.
Would you like me to show you around?"

"Thanks, but we just came in for a minute." Jasmine told him.

"We run the Manga shop next door." Aladdin added.

"Really?" Motoki smiled. "Well, then you're responsible for
the boom in business." He held out his hand to Aladdin, and
Aladdin shook it.

"I don't know about that. But it's nice to meet you. I'm
Aladdin and this is my wife, Jasmine."

"A pleasure." Motoki nodded. "Having your shop next door has
been nothing but good for the Game Center. We get almost twice
as many customers per week."

"I think we did choose the perfect location." Jasmine grinned.

"We'd better get back to work." Aladdin said. "Maybe we can
stop by again sometime."


**************************


Right after gym class while most of the other girls were
hurriedly getting dressed Hikaru was taking her time. She
straightened her skirt, then sat down to put on her shoes. The
song she had heard in English class was in her head. She started
to hum it, which quickly turned into singing. Hikaru loved to
sing, and didn't mind an audience.

"All the kids in the marketplace say:
Way-oh-way-oh-way-ooo-aaa-ooo...
Walk like an Egyptian." Hikaru sang, bobbing her head.

Suddenly someone came up behind her. "I know that song." Said a
cheerful voice. "My sister loves it."

"Yes," Hikaru said, "the teacher played it in English class
today." Hikaru turned all the way around and got a good look at
the girl. She was about Hikaru's own height and age, with waist
long blonde hair and friendly blue-green eyes. "Hey, I've seen
you around. Aren't you one of the exchange students?"

"Yes, I am. My name is Elizabeth Wakefield. I think we might
have a class together."

Hikaru looked at Elizabeth and tried to place her in any
classes. "History." She held out her hand. "My name is Hikaru
Usako. Wakefield...you're either from England or the United
States."

Elizabeth shook Hikaru's hand. "Nice to meet you, Hikaru. My,
you're good. I'm from the United States."

"Ooh! What part?" Hikaru questioned excitedly.

"Sweet Valley, California." Elizabeth answered. "Actually I've
never been this far from home. But it's so lovely here, I hardly
get homesick. I do miss my twin sister a lot though."

"You have a twin? What is her name?" Hikaru asked as she tied
her shoes.

"Jessica. We're identical....and we've never been away from
each other for this amount of time." She stopped and looked a
bit sheepish. "Oh listen to me going on..." Elizabeth didn't
want to dump her life story on anyone.

"It's ok." Hikaru told her. "I wish I had a sister, or even an
older brother, to go on about. But I'm an only child."

"I have an older brother, Steven. They can be great, but trust
me once in a while I wish I were an only child." Elizabeth
smiled.

"So, have you seen many of the sights around Tokyo?" Hikaru
wanted to know.

"Not yet. So far I've been too busy with school." She admitted.

"You're missing out then! I can show you around a bit after
school if you'd like." Hikaru offered. Just then the bell rang,
signaling the students to get moving to their next class.

"Oh! That would be great!" Elizabeth nodded, beaming. She was
happy to have someone who grew up in the area show her around.

"Cool!" Hikaru cheered. "I'll take you to all the best places
around here!"

"Thanks!" Elizabeth grabbed her blue backpack. "How about we
meet in the front hall later?"

"I'll be there!" Hikaru agreed.

After school, as planned, Hikaru met Elizabeth in the front of
the school.
"Do you like Manga?" Hikaru asked.
"I haven't read a lot of it, but I do like Sailormoon."
Elizabeth answered.
"Ooh!" Hikaru clapped her hands. "One of my favourites! We'll
go to my favourite Manga shop. An Arabian couple owns it.
They're really nice."
"You like it too? Wonderful! We'll get along very well."
Elizabeth smiled.

The two arrived at the Manga shop to find Aladdin and Jasmine
organizing some shelves. Genie was reading a copy of Newtype.
"Hi!" Hikaru called as she and Elizabeth came through the door.
"Hey!" Aladdin greeted.
"Who's your friend?" Jasmine inquired.
"Oh, this is Elizabeth Wakefield," Hikaru answered. "She's an
exchange student from the United States. Elizabeth, this is Mr.
and Mrs. Ali, and the one reading Newtype is Mr. Williams."
"How exciting!" Jasmine exclaimed. "I hope you like it here,
Elizabeth."
"Be sure to check out all of this town." Genie said.
"I plan on it." Elizabeth responded. "Hikaru said she would
show me around."
Hikaru looked at the copy of Newtype Genie had. "I don't think
I have that one yet," she said. She picked a duplicate off the
shelf. "Elizabeth, Nakayoshi will have the newest Sailormoon.
You said you liked that." She pulled a copy of Nakayoshi off the
shelf and handed it to Elizabeth.
"Yes, I am a Sailormoon fan. Thanks." Elizabeth took the
magazine and started flipping through it.
Hikaru went to a shelf where various snacks were and picked up
a box of strawberry Pocky and one of whipped cream Pocky. Then
she picked up some strawberry rice candies. "You've gotta try
this stuff if you haven't already," she told Elizabeth.
"I've tried the Pocky, and I love the Strawberry flavor, but I
haven't tried the rice candies." Elizabeth said.
Just then, Iago flew in. "I'm starving--" he broke off when he
saw Hikaru. "Anime and Manga! Anime and Manga!" he started
squalking, before purching himself on Aladdin's shoulder.
"Hey, I've met him before!" Hikaru exclaimed. "Is he yours?"
"Yes, his name is Iago." Aladdin said. "Did you see him flying
around town or something? We like to let him out when we can.
Birds need their freedom."
"I agree," Hikaru said. "No, he came to see me last Saturday
night while I was out gazing at the moon. I've always been kind
of partial to the moon and stars, you know."
"I can see why, they are beautiful." Jasmine smiled.
"Yes," Hikaru said dreamily. "They fill my heart with a special
kind of warmth like nothing else could match."
"Sounds lovely." Jasmine sighed.
Hikaru and Elizabeth walked up to the counter to make their
purchases. As Hikaru got her change from Aladdin, their eyes met
briefly. Hikaru felt a strange feeling come over her. Then, a
vision. In the vision, she was sitting with Aladdin in a kitchen
that looked like it was from centuries ago. She had woken up
from a nightmare, and Aladdin had acted as older brother to her.
"Is something wrong?" Aladdin asked, noticing Hikaru's far off
look.
Hikaru snapped back to reality. "I just saw--" She stopped
short, not sure if she should tell Aladdin of her strange
vision.
"You saw what?" Aladdin pressed, he leaned over the counter and
accidentally touched Hikaru's hand.
"I had a preminition...as if from my previous life," Hikaru
confessed.
"That's interesting." Aladdin commented.
"What do you think that means, Genie?" Jasmine asked.
"Genie has studied past lives." Aladdin informed Hikaru.
"I think any sort of flash is important. It may be your mind
giving you clues to your past." Genie responded.
"Like in Sailormoon?" Hikaru asked. She knew her past well. She
was Hikaru Usako, born in Tokyo, Japan in 1981, but she could
have been something else in a previous life.
"Yes. Past lives and situations like those in Sailormoon are
more real than most people realize." Genie told her.
"Then I'll do what Usagi had to do and embrace my destiny when
I find it," Hikaru said.
"Follow your destiny!" Iago squalked. "Follow your destiny!"
Hikaru fished in her shopping bag and took out some strawberry
pocky. "Can he have some?" she asked.
"He's fat enough already." Jasmine laughed. Aladdin glanced at
the bird, then smiled. "I don't think it would hurt him,
Jasmine. He can have a little."
Hikaru pulled out a stick of the Pocky and gave it to the bird,
who munched on it happily.
"Well, we better get going," Hikaru said. "We've still got to
hit the Game Center, then I'm going to show Elizabeth one of the
karaoke bars.
A few minutes after Hikaru left the store, the four heard a
scream that sounded like her.
When they rushed outside, they saw Hikaru and Elizabeth down
the block. Hikaru had a frightened look on her face. Across the
street, where one of the cables of a scaffold had snapped, a
window washer was floating downward, and landed safely at ground
level.

When Hikaru and Elizabeth were approaching Hikaru's favourite
karaoke place, Jedeite was coming from the other direction.
"Hikaru!" he called.
"Jedeite-senpai!" Hikaru ran to him and the two embraced.
"Who's your new friend?" Jedeite asked, noticing Elizabeth.
"Oh, this is Elizabeth Wakefield," Hikaru explained. "She's
an exchange student from the United States. I'm kind of acting
as her tour guide."
"It's a pleasure to meet you, Elizabeth," Jedeite said. "I'm
Jedeite Kisai, Hikaru's boyfriend. So, has Hikaru showed you the
Game Center and the MAnga shop yet?"
"She's showed me both places," Elizabeth confirmed.
"Ah, I knew it," Jedeite chuckled. "A tour given by Hikaru
Usako isn't complete without trips to a Manga shop or two, the
Game Center and a Karaoke bar."
"You know me too well," Hikaru smiled, as the three entered
the karaoke bar.

Inside, they met up with Naru.
"Hey, Hikaru! Jedeite!" she greeted. She turned to Elizabeth.
"And you must be...Elizabeth? I see Hikaru is giving you one of
her tours."
Elizabeth laughed. It seemed as if Hikaru Usako was famous
for showing people how to have a good time.
"Where are Umino and Naoko?" Hikaru asked.
"Umino's at the library, studying," Naru explained. "With
those three tests we have next week, he lives there now. And
Naoko went to some party at her parents' country club. Jean Luc
is going to be there, you know."
"Ah, yes," Hikaru gave a knowing smile. "Only a French guy
would be perfect for Naoko-chan."

After the group did a bit of karaoke and had a snack or two,
they headed to a CD shop down the street.
"Hikaru," Elizabeth said, "you didn't eat anything at the
karaoke bar."
"Oh, I don't like to eat when I'm going to sing," Hikaru
explained.
"It's the only time she doesn't like to eat," Jedeite
laughed.

Inside the CD shop, Hikaru headed for the International CDs.
Naru went with Elizabeth to help her pick out some good music.
Hikaru searched through the choices until she found the
Bangles CD with "Walk Like An Egyptian" on it. Then she
continued looking through the selection. "Ooh!" she squealed,
pulling out a CD. "Blondie! Miss Cofield played this for us last
week!" Miss Cofield was Hikaru's English teacher. She came
directly from the United States, so not only did she have
first-hand knowledge of the language, but she always brought in
cool music to help the class learn the the language.
"It's neat that you have teachers from the countries where
the languages are spoken," Jedeite commented. "Your French
teacher...I forget his name...isn't he from Belgium?"
"Monseur Bellavia," Hikaru reminded Jedeite. "And he is
actually Italian, but yeah, he grew up in Belgium. Ya know,
French is easier than English."
"But you sang that song so well," Elizabeth said. She and
Naru came back with CDs they wanted to purchase.
"Singing stuff is easy," Hikaru said. "You just have to know
the words. But speaking English is so complicated. For example,
why is it--" she switched to English "you drive on a parkway and
you park on a driveway?" Back to Japanese, "Or, why are things
always--" English "impecable--" Japanese "But never--" English
"pecable?"
Elizabeth laughed alittle. She hadn't thought of how
complicated her own language was until her Japanese teacher had
brought it up. "You do have a point," she agreed.
"What CDs did you pick out?" Hikaru asked. "I got The Bangles
and Blondie."
"Naru found Ami Suzuki and Furil," Elizabeth held up the CDs.
"Ah, good choices," Hikaru smiled. "Furil did the music for
an Anime I like."
"Which one?" Elizabeth asked.
"Wedding Peach," Hikaru answered. "You should check that one
out. You might like it."
The girls headed to the counter and made their purchases.

The next morning, Hikaru headed to school. She was actually
on time for a change, so she walked a bit more leisurely this
morning. As she walked, she saw Mamoru approaching her.
"You're a bit early today," he smiled.
"On time, actually," Hikaru returned the smile. "It happens
once in awhile. It is Friday, afterall, and I do like Fridays."
Mamoru looked at Hikaru. He wanted to say something
meaningful to her, and hopefully help her remember who she
really was. After what Aladdin, Jasmine, Iago and Genie had
relayed the night before, Mamoru had high hopes.
The two walked together alittle ways.
"How long have you lived in this area?" Hikaru asked.
"Just a couple months," Mamoru said. "I'm originally from
someplace very far from here."
Hikaru looked at him. She hadn't noticed it before, but there
was something familiar about this Mamoru guy.
***Vision***
In a cave, somewhere in the cold North, Mamoru had just freed
Hikaru, who had been held prisoner.
"Thank you," Hikaru said, gratefully. "You had to go up against
a lot to get here. You're always there when I'm in trouble.
You've always looked out for me."
"Oh, Hikaru, I love you more than life itself.
There's nothing I won't do for you." Mamoru took Hikaru in his
arms, and they held each other.
***End Vision***
"Hikaru?" Mamoru noticed the far off look in her eyes.
"Have you ever met anyone and felt like you must've known
them, perhaps been close to them before?" Hikaru asked.
"No," Mamoru said honestly. "But I think I know what you are
talking about."
"I have had these visions for the past few days," Hikaru
explained, feeling like she could tell this man anything.
"Perhaps from a former life. I can't figure out what they mean,
though."
"I'm sure it will come to you," Mamoru assured her.
"I know my destiny is calling to me," Hikaru said.
"Hikaru!" It was Naru. She came to join her friend. "Come on,
we've got to get to class!"
"I've got to go," Hikaru said hurriedly. "See ya!"

That day in math class, Hikaru sat, looking out the window.
Who was that Mamoru? And why had she had that vision of him? HE
had saved her...and Hikaru had a feeling it wasn't the first or
last time.
"Usako!" The teacher brought Hikaru back to reality. "Sitting
by the window isn't a right, it's a privlidge. If you can't
handle it and pay attention, I'll move you up here!"
"I'm sorry, Haruna-sensei," Hikaru appologized, turning away
from the window. Next to her, Naoko and Naru exchanged looks of
concern.

Later that day, Moeagaru headed to fencing practice, when she
heard a conversation that interested her. She looked to see
Akane Tendou talking with another girl.
"I never saw anything like it," she said. "Nor was I aware
eels could fly. But I was ready to skewer the thing."
Moeagaru joined the group. "A flying eel?" she asked.
"Yeah," Akane said, "I couldn't believe it, either. But
Monday after fencing practice, there was this grey eel in the
girls' locker room. It was hiding in the showers and drooling at
what it saw. I chased it outside with a practice sword, but
eventually lost sight of it."
"Xerxes," Moeagaru muttered under her breath.
"What?" Akane asked.
"Oh, I'm sure the eel will be fried for that," she assured
Akane.

Later that day, Hikaru was coming out of the Game Center with
Umi and Kaze. She had gotten to level 3 on the Sailor V game,
and was very happy about it.
"Thanks for teaching me that technique, Kaze-chan," Hikaru
smiled. "Maybe tomorrow I'll try to get to level 4."
Suddenly, Xerxes came up to Hikaru and began rubbing against
her legs and purring.
"Is that your cat?" Kaze asked. "He seems to like you a lot."
"Actually, it's Jedeite's cat," Hikaru explained. "He's
really taken to me for some reason, though." Then she scooped up
Xerxes. "Let's go, Xerxes," she said, "time for you to go home."
The other two watched in disbelief as Hikaru headed off.
"Hey, guys," Moeagaru said, coming up to Umi and KAze. She
was carying a heavy insense burner she had just bought at a
little shop down the street. "Something wrong?" she asked,
seeing the worried looks on their faces.
"We need to follow Hikaru," Kaze said. "Come on."
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A few minutes later, Hikaru arrived at Jedeite's appartment.
"Hikaru!" he smiled when he opened the door. Then he glared
down at Xerxes. The cat had his paws in very strategic
locations, and was very happy about it.
"I found Xerxes at the Game Center, and thought I'd bring him
home," Hikaru explained. Then she tried to set the cat down, but
Xerxes just held onto her. "Xerxes!" she scolded. "I can't carry
you around all day!"
"Xerxes, come here!" Jedeite called, doing his best to sound
pleasant.
Xerxes looked up at Jedeite innocently. "Meow?" he said.
Meanwhile, Hikaru was still trying to set the cat down.
"Xerxes, let go." Jedeite ordered. "If you do I'll give you a
special treat."
Xerxes jumped down happily.
"Good!" Jedeite praised. Then he pulled a stale cat treat out
of his pocket and shoved it into the cat's mouth. Xerxes made an
ugly face at him and walked out of the room.
"What a strange cat," Hikaru commented as she removed her
shoes.
"I know, try living with him." Jedeite joked. "Come on in."
Hikaru set her books on the coffee table and took a seat on the
couch.
Jedeite sat down beside her and leaned back. "I'm glad you
brought Xerxes home. He may be a lot of trouble but in a way,
he's my side kick."
"I wish I had a cat. I think an orange one with white feet, a
white nose and white chest would suit me well. Or--" she laughed
"a white one with a gold crecent moon on its forehead."
"Are you not allowed to have a pet?"
"I can," Hikaru said, "but the right one hasn't crossed my
path."
"If you really want one, I'd be happy to go to a pet store with
you...."
"That would be awesome!" Hikaru beamed. "It has to have white
feet...unless you can find an artemis look-alike, that is."
"Who knows? It's worth looking. If you aren't busy tomorrow we
can go look."
"I haven't made any plans yet," Hikaru told him.
"Excellent." He smiled.
Hikaru looked at her textbooks and turned up her nose. "Guess
it's time to study stupid math," she groaned.
"Yeah, I guess it's inevitable." Jedeite nodded.
Hikaru opened her book to the proper section. "I don't see why
I have to learn this stuff," she whined. "I know I'm not going
to need to know about polynomials in the career I choose."
"They make everyone learn it." Jedeite responded. "Honestly, I
don't think Algebra will be used by all of us. But it is part of
education."
"Spoken like a true honour student," Hikaru laughed.
"Well, I hope this honour student can make math a little more
fun for you." Jedeite smiled.

Outside Jedeite's appartment, Kaze used her power to get
everybody high enough to be directly outside Jedeite's window,
plus make them invisible, and Umi used her magic mirror to see
and hear everything.
"They are just studying, so far," Kaze said.
"Are you sure this is called for?" Umi said, holding the mirror
a bit nervously. "Hikari says it's not very princess-like to spy
on people."
"Hikari also says there's a time and place for everything,"
Moeagaru said, "and this is the time and place."

An hour later, Hikaru set down her textbook and rested against
the back of the couch. "I think it's time to give my brain a
break," she announced.
"All right. You don't want to cram too much in there." Jedeite
laughed.
"Even the English language is easier to learn than algebra,"
Hikaru said.
"That's because you have a talent for languages."
"But I'd be in trouble if I visited the United States," Hikaru
said."I'd mis-conjugate so many verbs, even I'd laugh at me."
"Maybe, but your American friend might be able to help you with
that."
"That's right!" Hikaru smiled. "She and I could help each
other."
"Sounds like a plan." Jedeite nodded. He moved closer to
Hikaru, who rested her head against his chest.
"I'm so glad it's Friday," she said.
"Me too." He agreed, putting an arm around her shoulders.
Hikaru moved even closer to Jedeite, and sat in silence,
enjoying his company.
Jedeite started softly stroking Hikaru's hair. He had done so
before, as himself. But this time was different. This time she
trusted him. "Hikaru," He spoke up. "I'm glad we've gotten so
close. You really mean a lot to me."
"You mean a lot to me, too," Hikaru said softly.
Jedeite looked into her eyes, then gently tipped her chin
upward with his free hand. Their lips met in a soft kiss. Hikaru
responded, kissing back and moving closer. Now she was
practically in Jedeite's lap.
Jedeite put both arms around Hikaru's slender waist. He leaned
more into the kiss, making it deeper. Hikaru continued to
respond. Then he slowly laid her back, but kept his body weight
from crushing her. He started kissing all over her face, then
moved his warm lips down her neck.

Outside, Umi, Kaze and Moeagaru were still watching the scene.
"This doesn't look good," Kaze said.
"Yes," Umi agreed. "I mean, I am sure Hikaru wouldn't do
anything she'd regret, but this is a different world from the
one we live in. Morality isn't what it used to be."
"Yes," Kaze agreed. "I won't even go into detail about the
conversation I overheard in the girls' room at school the other
day."
"We better do something," Umi said. "Anybody got a phone book?"
Her plan was to call Jedeite's phone number, interupting the
two. Sometimes, Aladdin and Jasmine got calls from what today's
world called telemarketers, and they could keep one on the phone
for awhile.
"Don't be rediculous," Moeagaru said. "We don't have time to
get a phone book, look up the number and find a phone."
"We could knock at the door and run away," Kaze suggested.
"Not good enough," Moeagaru said. "We might get caught. No, I
have a better idea." She held up the brass insense burner she
had bought. The thing was about ten inches in diameter and was
about five pounds in weight.

Inside, Jedeite continued to kiss Hikaru, one hand moving down
her skirt.
Hikaru began to feel as if maybe she shouldn't be doing this.
What if this wasn't the right time? What if Jedeite didn't
respect her in the morning? And, shouldn't a couple wait until
they are married first?
Then suddenly, Hikaru got that weird feeling all over again,
and Mamoru's image flashed in her mind. Why couldn't she get him
out of her head?
As Jedeite began to inch her skirt up, Hikaru started to pull
away. Before Jedeite could react, a loud crash and the sound of
shattering glass was heard. The two jumped to their feet.
Across the room, a window had been broken! Glass was
everywhere! Among the glass, the two saw a brass insense burner,
approximately ten inches in diameter.

Jedeite ran over amongst the broken glass to look out what was
left of the window.

"Be careful!" Hikaru called. "The glass might cut you."
Jedeite didn't seem too concerned for his own safety.

"There's nothing out there..." He said. Then he turned back to
look at Hikaru. "Are you all right?"

"I'm fine." She answered, "But I just can't see how this
happened. We're on the tenth floor!"

"I know. It seems impossible." He agreed. He picked up the
object that had shattered the window. It was an incense burner
all right. How...? He knew magic had to be involved. It
certainly was not ordinary for someone to throw an object up ten
floors. How could he explain it to Hikaru?

"This was deliberate," Hikaru observed. "Incense burners don't
just fly around the skies of Tokyo on their own."

"Right. Except I didn't know I had any enemies." He said. She
had come up with her own explanation. And he knew she was more
right than she realized. Silently he suspected the worst....had
they found him?

"Maybe they hit the wrong window?" Hikaru suggested. She bent
down and started picking up the glass.

"Wait! Don't touch that." Jedeite said quickly.

"You're just going to leave it there?"

"No, but I don't want you cutting yourself. I'll be right
back." He went to retrieve a handheld broom and pan. "I'll clean
it up, don't worry about it." He told her, coming back into the
room. "I think you had a good point, maybe this was meant for
someone else."

"I hope so...should we report this to the authorities?" Hikaru
questioned.

"What would we tell them? Something came out of nowhere and
broke the window? Neither of us saw anything." Jedeite reasoned.

"Maybe you have a point." She sighed.

Within a few minutes most of the glass was cleaned up, and
Jedeite did what he could about the window, he taped a garbage
bag over it to keep out the elements. By now it was dark out and
time for Hikaru to be heading home.

"I'm sorry you had to witness such a violent act." He
apologized, walking with Hikaru to his door.

"Hopefully whoever was behind it will be stopped before
someone gets hurt." She replied.

"Yes, I hope so too." Jedeite said. And he intended to do
whatever it took to stop them. "Still want to search for the
perfect cat tomorrow?"

"Yeah!" Hikaru's face instantly brightened up.

"Good, I'll come by and get you about noon." He told her. Then
Jedeite leaned down and kissed Hikaru good-bye.

************************


Moeagaru, Umi and Kaze went straight back to the Manga Shop,
after they made sure their little interruption worked. In the
back room they found Aladdin, Jasmine and Hikari talking.

"Hi girls, you picked a good time to drop in." Aladdin said.

"We're comparing notes." Hikari explained.

"Well you'll wanna know what we just saw!" Umi blurted out.

"What?" Jasmine asked.

"It seems Hikaru is closer to this Jedeite guy than any of us
would like." Kaze told them.

"Yeah we saw them all over each other." Moeagaru wrinkled her
nose. "They were pretty hot and heavy so...I distracted them."

"She threw something at the window." Umi said.

"Moeagaru!" Hikari gasped.

"No one got hurt, and believe me it was called for." Moeagaru
stated.

"Oh, and we saw Xerxes....only he was a cat." Kaze brought up.

"Yeah, a cat that belongs to Jedeite!" Umi pointed out.

"There's more reason now than ever to think he is Mozenrath."
Moeagaru crossed her arms.

"It sure sounds like he is." Aladdin agreed.

"We're going to have to keep close tabs on this Jedeite."
Hikari said firmly.

"Aladdin and I saw something strange yesterday afternoon."
Jasmine spoke up.

"We saw Hikaru use her magic, only I don't think she knew she
was doing it." Aladdin explained. "She saved a man that was
falling."

"Even though Hikaru remembers a completely different history
of herself, she is still the High Princess of the Five Kingdoms
and the Soldier of Love." Hikari said. "Her powers still exist
inside her, but since she doesn't know it, she can't very well
use them. But, the girl has always put others before herself.
That alone would be enough to activate any powers she might
have, when she needs them. She must've seen the man falling, and
didn't want anything to happen to him. That activated the magic
necessary to save him."

"Sounds like her." Jasmine smiled. "She saves people even when
she doesn't know she can."

************************


At noon the next day Jedeite showed up to get Hikaru. The two
walked hand in hand to the nearest pet store. Along the way
Hikaru talked animatedly about her newest obsession - Magic
Knights Rayearth.

"I just discovered another Anime. It's about three Junior High
school students who travel to another world to grant the
Princess's final wish. I used to only play the game at the Game
Center, but I just recently started watching the TV series."

"I've played that game, pretty cool." Jedeite smiled.

"Did you know the main character's name is Hikaru?" She asked.

"Oh? No wonder I liked it." He chuckled.

"You're just saying that," Hikaru laughed.

"Would I lie?" He turned his head toward her and put on his
best innocent face.

"No, you might exaggerate, though." She responded.

The two walked up to the Pet Shop's door and Jedeite opened it
for Hikaru. "If you don't find one here we can have a look at
the pound." He suggested.

"Sounds like a plan." Hikaru grinned. Once they were inside
Hikaru zeroed in on the cat section. There were at least twelve
different ones... white, orange, black, brown, multicolored,
striped. Hikaru cooed at them and laughed when one would lick
the glass or put a paw up. "They're all adorable."

"There's an orange one." Jedeite pointed out.

"Oooo!" Hikaru went to look closer. "He doesn't have white
feet." She pouted.

"Want to hold one?" Jedeite questioned.

"When I find the right one, I'll hold it." Hikaru said. She
had her mind made up. She scanned the glass boxes again, peering
into the back to see if any kittens were hiding. Then she saw
it. A white footed orange cat! It looked to be about 2 months
old. It was sleeping along with three other cats in a pile.
"That's the one!" Hikaru pointed to the kitty. "He's so kawaii!"

"You like him? Well then he's the winner." Jedeite put an arm
around Hikaru. "Lucky cat, he gets to go home with you." Hikaru
looked up at Jedeite and laughed. Jedeite left Hikaru's side
long enough to tell the cashier which cat they wanted, and the
lady promptly brought the sweet cat out.

"Aww!" Hikaru squealed, taking the bundle of fur into her
arms.

"Now we're both cat owners." Jedeite told her as he paid for
the animal. "So if you ever have any questions...food, litter,
grooming, you know who to ask." He gave his girlfriend a wink.

That evening, Hikaru was headed back from the grocery store.
Her mother had sent her to pick up a few things for curry. It
had been nice and sunny when Hikaru had headed out, but now that
she was on her way home, it was pouring rain.
"I should have brought my umbrella," Hikaru fretted. Her
mother had told her it might rain, so she'd better bring one,
but since it didn't even look like rain when Hikaru left, she
didn't want to have to carry it around. Her pace quickened as
she headed down the street. She was getting soaked, and she
wanted to get out of the rain and into some dry clothes.
Suddenly, her foot slipped and she started to fall to the
pavement.
At the last second, somebody caught her. Hikaru looked up to
see a woman with blonde hair that was in a bun, wearing a yellow
kimono.
"Slow down," she said, "you could really get hurt!"
"I'm sorry," Hikaru appologized. "I was headed home and..."
"Did you forget your umbrella?" the woman asked.
"Not exactly," Hikaru admitted. "It wasn't raining when I
left the house, so I didn't want to have to carry something
extra."
"I see," the woman said. "Well, I have an umbrella, so I'll
walk you home."
"Thank you, but you don't have to..."
"You'll catch a cold if you continue to go around in the rain
without an umbrella," the woman lectured. "I'm walking you
home."
***Vision***
Princess Hikaru took one final look at herself in the mirror.
It was early spring, and she was headed to Fresia to meet
Hanako, Kaze, Umi and Moeagaru.
Hikari flew in holding an umbrella. "YOu will need this in
case it rains," she explained.
"But Hikari-sama, it isn't going to rain," Hikaru pointed out
the window. It was bright and sunny.
"You don't know yet how to predict the weather," Hikari
reminded her. "It is definately going to rain, and you'll catch
a cold if you are out in it without an umbrella."
***End Vision***
"Is something wrong?" the woman asked, noticing the
expression in Hikaru's eyes.
"Someone said that to me before," Hikaru said softly. "But
not in this lifetime." Then she snapped back to reality. "I'm
sorry," she said, "I must sound crazy."
"No," the woman said, "not at all. I know from the look in
your eyes a moment ago that you must be having visions of some
sort. Am I right?"
"Yes, but how did you..." Hikaru trailed off.
"I have some experience in that sort of thing," the woman
said. "The visions you are having could be linked to your true
destiny."
"I had a strange vision yesterday on the way to school,"
Hikaru confided. She could tell this woman could help her
somehow. "There's this young man with silver hair...silver like
the moonlight... Anyway, I only met him about a week ago, but I
get this feeling whenever I am around him. The feeling that if
he were to leave my life forever, it would depress me. I thought
it was strange at first, but yesterday, in my vision, he saved
me. He said he loved me, and would do anything for me."
"Interesting," the woman said thoughtfully. By this time, the
two had reached Hikaru's home.
"Hikaru!" Hikaru's mother came out with an umbrella.
"I saw your daughter didn't have an umbrella," the woman told
Hikaru's mother. "So I thought I'd walk her home."
"Oh, Hikaru," her mother sighed. "Go inside and get out of
your wet clothes and into a hot bath." To the woman she said,
"Thanks for taking care of her. Would you like to come in?"
"No thank you," the woman said. "I have to get going for now.
It's been nice meeting your daughter!"

Ten minutes later, the woman was headed in the direction of
the Manga shop that Aladdin and Jasmine ran. Once she had
arrived, she ducked inside.
"Did you catch up to her?" Jasmine asked.
"Yes," the woman said, "I got her home safely. Now, hopefully
she won't catch a cold." The woman set down her umbrella and
then morphed back into her original form as Hikari. "She had a
vision as I was walking with her," Hikari said. "She gets this
distant look in her eyes when she has them. As if she is looking
beyond this life."
"Why didn't you just work your magic on her when you had the
chance?" Iago demanded.
"Iago," Jasmine snapped. "Don't be so rude!"
"If I could unlock her memories right now, I would have,"
Hikari explained. "If I do it too soon, it could overwhelm her
and she could be drained for days. Or worse..."
"Like overloading a machine," Genie pointed out.
"Exactly," Hikari said. "For now, we just need to keep a
close eye on her and watch for anything like what we've already
witnessed. What's being done about Jedeite?"
"For now," Jasmine said, "We're going to ask a few people
about Jedeite. Umi and Kaze are going to start with Motoki at
the Game Center on Monday. We don't want to follow Jedeite
around, because if he is Mozenrath and he catches us..."
"I understand," Hikari said. "We want to make sure we
accomplish our task."
"Right," Jasmine nodded.

***Dream Sequence***
"Hikaru!" Hikaru thought she heard. "Hikaru!"
Hikaru sat up in bed. Did somebody call her? She got up, and
headed for the door. Maybe her mother needed something.
"Hikaru!" No, the sound came from her window. Hikaru ran to
the window, pulled back the curtains and stared out. Princess
Hikaru was staring back at her. "Hikaru, save me! Save us both!"
"What?" Hikaru asked, confused.
"This isn't you. You have another life! Please try to
remember who you really are, so that we can go home!"
"Go home?" Hikaru repeated, but the image of Princess Hikaru
had vanished.
***End Dream Sequence***
Hikaru sat up straight in her bed. The room was silent,
except for her new kitty, whom she named Kero, purring contently
next to her.
She got up and looked out her window. Nothing, except for the
moon and stars. What a strange dream!

Monday after school, Hikaru and Naru were headed out of the
building when they saw a large crowd gathered outside near some
stairs.
"I wonder what's going on?" Naru said.
"I don't know," Hikaru replied, "let's find out."
The two made their way through the crowd until they spotted
Akane.
"What's going on?" Hikaru asked.
"Someone slipped on the wet pavement and fell down the
stairs," Akane explained. "We think she might be seriously
injured."
Hikaru looked over where the bulk of the crowd was. Elizabeth
was down on the ground, moaning in pain. Without realizing what
she was doing, Hikaru ran down the stairs, two steps at a time.
About halfway down, there were too many people in her way, so
she simply lept over the banister, and ran to her friend. Naru
and Akane watched in surprise.
At the bottom of the stairs, Hikaru approached Elizabeth.
Suddenly, she could feel severe pain in her left knee. She
winced at the pain. The next moment, her hands gravitated over
to Elizabeth's injured knee. Then, Hikaru's hands began to glow.
A few seconds later, Elizabeth sat up. "The pain..." she said
in surprise. "It's gone!" Then, she stood up. "Hikaru?" she said
to her friend.
"Are you ok?" Hikaru asked. "How's your knee?"
"It's fine..." Elizabeth said slowly. "Thanks to you."
"Me?" Hikaru was confused. "What did I do?"
"You don't know?" Naru, who had just joined Hikaru, asked in
surprise. "Your hands started to glow, and then..."
"Then the pain in my knee went away," Elizabeth explained.
"Strange," Hikaru said. "Everything after I approached you
was a blur. But I do remember feeling severe pain in my knee.
Were you in a lot of pain?"

A couple feet away, Moeagaru and Hanako had whitnessed the
whole thing. "I wonder if she remembers what she did," Moeagaru
said, not having heard what Hikaru said.
"I don't know," Hanako responded, "but it's clear what Hikari
said the other night. She will always be the Soldier of Love."

Later, at the Game Center, Umi and Kaze were talking to
Motoki. They had discovered, that, according to Motoki, Hikaru
had started coming to the Game Center about a year ago. She used
to play the Five Kingdoms game, but had conquered it, so now she
played Sailor V, Rayearth and Sailormoon R.
"Does her boyfriend come in with her at all?" Kaze
questioned.
"Yes," Motoki said. "He doesn't seem as interested in the
games as she is, but he has played them. He and I have talked a
couple times while Hikaru was trying to get to the next level of
one game or another. He's been in this area of Tokyo for about a
year or so. Nice guy. He does resemble the Jedeite from
Sailormoon, though." Motoki laughed.
"Don't we know it," Umi said. She and Kaze exchanged glances.

The next day, Hikaru was heading to Naoko's house to hang out
with her and Naru. The girls were going to do makeovers, just
for fun. If Hikaru knew her friends, and she did, they would end
up playing with her hair all afternoon, trying different styles
on it.
Suddenly, Hikaru ran into Mamoru.
"Mamo-chan..." she said softly.
"What?" Mamoru noticed the faraway look in her eyes.
"Hikaru?"
Hikaru snapped back to reality. "Mamoru-san," she said.
"Forgive me."
Mamoru's face fell. Maybe he had only imagined hearing her
refer to him so affectionately. "Headed to the Game Center
again?" he smiled.
"Actually," Hikaru said, "my friends and I are going to do
makeovers...or they're going to have fun experimenting with my
hair." She laughed.
"You do have beautiful hair," he commented.
Hikaru looked up at him. He looked back down at her. As their
eyes met, Hikaru felt as though they were connected in some way.
"We've met before, haven't we?" she asked. "I can see it in your
eyes. Although I don't remember..."
Suddenly, Naoko and Naru came running up to the two.
"Hikaru!" Naoko said. "We've been looking everywhere for you!"
"What?" Hikaru said, "but you knew where..."
"Come on," Naoko said, taking her friend by the arm, "we've
got to get going!" She started dragging Hikaru away.

Elizabeth Wakefield entered the comic shop. She had just
finished reading that month's issue of Nakayoshi, and was going
to check out some of the other magazines Hikaru mentioned
liking. She looked around to see that there was nobody in the
store. There wasn't even any sign of the people who worked
there.
A few minutes later, Elizabeth thought she heard voices, and
her name.

In the back room of the comic shop, everybody was gathered
together, comparing notes.
"I thought I was getting somewhere with her," Mamoru was
saying, "but her friends came and dragged her away."
"Did you guys hear about what happened yesterday?" Moeagaru
asked.
"That Elizabeth girl fell down some stairs," Hanako
explained. "When Hikaru found out about it, she wasted no time
in healing her."
"She didn't know she was doing it, though," Moeagaru said.
"Hikari, is this an appropriate time to unlock Hikaru's
memories?"
"It would have been," Hikari explained, "if her other
friends, like Mamoru said, hadn't dragged her away so quickly."
"Do you think Mozenrath had something to do with that?"
Primera asked.
"He no doubt has influence over people from this time,"
Hikari explained, "but as far as we know, he doesn't even know
that we're here."
Suddenly, Jasmine realized something. "I forgot to close the
store! Iago, could you go out and lock the door?"
"Why do I have to do everything?" Iago groused, as he made
his way out to the store. Then in Jasmine's voice, "Iago! do
this! Iago! Do that!" Back to his own voice. "They'll be sorry
when I'm not here to order--" He stopped short when he got to
the door, and saw Elizabeth. How much had the girl heard? She
obviously heard him talking. "Come on in," he sighed.

"Wow, you talk great ....for a bird." Elizabeth said, staring
at Iago.

"Yeah yeah." He shook his head, then flew over to the front
door to lock it. "Might as well join us in the back." He told
her as he flew by. She slowly walked into the back room, not
knowing what to expect and not at all prepared for what she
found. There was a group of people, including a few who she had
seen at school, two fairies and a talking parrot. Elizabeth's
eyes widened, but her inner journalist was curious. She felt a
tiny bit of fear but stayed put. She couldn't help looking at
the fairies in awe. So they were real! "I....I'm sorry, I didn't
mean to eavesdrop. I just came back to pick up a couple of
magazines Hikaru told me about."

"It's okay." Jasmine told her in a soothing tone. "We know
you're friends with Hikaru, and this is about her."

"Maybe you could help us." Aladdin added, pulling out a chair
for the girl. Elizabeth felt more at ease now, and she sat down.

"What are ya lookin' at?" Iago griped. Elizabeth was staring
at Hikari and Primera.

"Oh! Pardon me." She said quickly. "It's just that I've never
seen real fairies before."

"I like her." Primera announced. "She's smart, knows a FAIRY
when she sees one."

One by one everyone introduced themselves and the group started
to fill Elizabeth in on what was going on.


********************


The next day after school Hikaru went to see Jedeite. But this
time it was a social visit. They weren't scheduled to study
boring math again until the weekend. "Hikaru!" He smiled as he
opened the door. "What a pleasant surprise." He gave her a warm
hug, then shut the door behind her.

"Hi!" Hikaru took off her shoes then walked into the living
room. "I wanted to see how you were doing, after what --" She
stopped short when she noticed the window had been fixed. It
looked as good as new.

"I'm fine. Oh, yeah they work fast, huh?" Jedeite said,
gesturing to the window.

"I guess so." She replied, still looking a bit surprised.

"I'm so glad you came over. Have a seat."

Hikaru plopped down on the couch and Jedeite sat in a nearby
chair. She looked thoughtfully at a sort of blank spot on the
wall. "How come you don't have a tv?" Hikaru questioned.

Jedeite laughed. "I never thought much about that." He
confessed. "But I may get one sometime."

Just then Xerxes ran through the room. He was carrying something
in his mouth. "Xerxes?" Jedeite stood and peered at the gray
cat. "What have you got?" He asked. The cat made a circle around
the room, then came over in front of Hikaru and Jedeite. Right
there he spit out the corpse of a rat.

Hikaru screamed and jumped into Jedeite's arms. "Gross! I hate
rats." She squealed. Jedeite didn't know whether to choke Xerxes
or hug Hikaru closer to him. He chose to calm Hikaru down some
before he dealt with the cat.

"It's okay." He said, rubbing Hikaru's back. "I'll get rid of
it."

Hikaru glanced down, then back at Jedeite. She broke into an
uneasy smile, realizing how silly she must look. He set her down
on the couch, a good few feet away from the rat. "As much as I'd
love to hold you, I'll need both hands for this." He marched
toward Xerxes. "Xerxes!" The cat cowered down, then rolled over.
"I thought you knew better. How did you even get in here with
that?" Jedeite glared at the cat as if he expected an answer.
After a moment he picked Xerxes up and tossed him onto the
balcony. "I'll deal with you later." He whispered with clenched
teeth.


**********************


About an hour after Hikaru left Jedeite decided to go for a
walk. He had tortured Xerxes for his behavior until he got bored
with doing so. The late afternoon air felt cool against his skin
and helped calm his anger. At least the rest of Hikaru's visit
had gone well. They had even done a little making out, not like
the other day, but it was encouraging.

Someone bumped into Mozenrath's arm. He turned, ready to insult
them, but his face softened when he saw it was two of Hikaru's
school friends.

"Excuse me." Naru blushed.

"It's all right." He smiled. "Good to see you girls again."

"Nice to see you too." Naoko spoke up. "It's kind of funny
that we ran into you, I mean we have been meaning to talk to you
about Hikaru."

"What about her?" Jedeite rose his brow in concern.

"Well... how about we go inside to talk?" Naoko pointed to the
nearest building, a Ramen Restaurant.

"Fine with me." Jedeite shrugged, and the small group entered
the cozy cafe. "Is Hikaru ok?" Jedeite asked, as they sat down.

"Oh don't worry." Naru assured him. "It's just...well she has
been acting different lately."

A waitress appeared and they each ordered: Jedeite got beef Shio
ramen, and Naru and Naoko requested Wonton ramen. As soon as the
waitress hurried away, they resumed their conversation.

"What do you mean?" Jedeite leaned on the table and gave the
girls a quizzical expression.

"Well, she's been more spacy than usual lately." Naru
confided.

"She was staring out the window in math class last week, which
would be just like her, but this time, I don't think she knew
she was doing it until Haruna-sensei scolded her." Naoko said.

"And that's not all." Naru added.

"Maybe she's got a lot on her mind?" Jedeite suggested. "What
else?"

"Well, Naoko didn't see it, but something happened the other
day. It was when that Wakefield girl fell down the stairs." Naru
said

"I was in the crowd, and I got a good look at Hikaru when it
happened." Naoko corrected.

"When what happened?" Jedeite pressed.

"Elizabeth Wakefield...you met her one day last week, she's
the blonde American."

"Yes, I remember." He nodded.

"Well, she fell down the stairs and injured...something.
Hikaru tore down the stairs and halfway down, lept over the
banister, and rushed right to Elizabeth. Almost instinctively,
she moved her hands to Elizabeth's knee. Her hands started
glowing, then Elizabeth said the pain had gone and could stand
up on her own." Naru explained.

"She had this pained look before her hands started to glow."
Naoko jumped in. "Then she looked like she was in some sort of
trance. She gets that look a lot lately."

"Really..." Jedeite looked thoughtful. "That's strange." So,
Hikaru had uncovered one of her many powers, and apparently she
wasn't even aware of it.

"Have you noticed anything like that?" Naru wanted to know.

"No, I can't say I have." He responded.

"The interesting thing is when she spaces out. I have noticed
a pattern." Naoko told him.

"Oh?"

"Well, we all know that Hikaru-chan is always making new
friends." Naoko started. "But recently, she has made some new
friends. They are transfer students who have only been going to
Cherry Blossom Junior High for about a month. I have seen her
with them, and every time without fail, a look crosses her face,
as if she is trying to remember something."

"Worse is the guy we think is stalking her." Naru shook her
head.

"Stalking!?" Jedeite said in alarm.

"We think that's the case." Naoko continued. "She always seems
to run into him. Now, you tell me how a complete stranger could
unintentionally be in the right place for her to run into every
day."

"It's some guy with silvery hair...about your age, actually."
Naru informed Jedeite. He could hardly keep his eyes from
widening.

"She ran into him once on the way to my house. Fortunately, we
showed up." Naoko said. "I swear, someone should explain to that
girl that she shouldn't talk to strangers on the street."

The waitress brought their ramen so the three paused a moment to
thank her and start eating.

"She ran into him one day before school, too." Naru picked up
where Naoko had left off. "It was the same day she spaced out in
math class."

"Thank you so much for telling me." Jedeite said gratefully.
He carefully hid his rage. It all made sense....somehow Mamoru
had found his way here. He must have been the one that busted
the window. The transfer students the girl's spoke of also
worried the wizard. All the 'spacing out' Hikaru was doing had
to have something to do with her memories of the past.

"Do you think her parents need to be involved?" Naoko asked.

"I don't see any need to worry them yet." He replied.

"Is there anything Naoko and I can do for her?" Naru wanted to
know.

"You said she has new friends, the transfer students....well
clearly they have something to do with all this. Maybe it would
help if you two could keep Hikaru away from them as much as
possible."

"Of course, we will do what we can." Naoko agreed.

"Thank you. And this guy with the silver hair. He sounds like
bad news. You are right to be suspicious." Jedeite let his
concern show. "If you see her near him, please do your best to
distract her."

"Right." The girls said in unison.

"Hikaru's very lucky to have such caring friends." Jedeite
told them.

The next day, Hikaru sat in English class. Miss Cofield
selected a couple more English songs for the class to listen to.
One was a song Hikaru recognized from her Blondie CD she had
bought called "The Tide is High." Hikaru sang along quietly.
The other song was by a singer named Cyndi Lauper called
"Time After Time." Hikaru thought the song was pretty, and
thought, if it weren't for Miss Cofield playing music, the class
might be more difficult. Somehow, Hikaru guessed that was the
very reason Miss Cofield often selected English music. To
benefit students like her, who had a tough time grasping the
English language. Miss Cofield was like that; always making sure
she could keep the class's attention. Every now and then, she
would bring in an English movie. The last one she had brought in
was a couple weeks ago, and was called "Clueless."
Unfortunately, when the characters kept saying "As if!" Hikaru
wondered when they thought they were going to finish the
statement.
"I gotta get that CD!" Hikaru announced after the song was
over.
"What?" Miss Cofield said in English. "I don't speak
Japanese." She, of course, did, but it was required to speak the
English language in her class.
"Oops!" Hikaru said. In English class, it was required that
you speak English, so Hikaru tried some of her English. "Have to
buying this CD," she tried.
"I have to get that CD," Hanako whispered to Hikaru.
"Oh, yeah!" Hikaru said. Then jumping up and clapping her
hands together, she said, with more enthusiasm than before, "I
have to get that CD!" The class erupted in laughter. "Sorry,"
she said, blushing slightly and sitting back down.
"Don't worry, Miss Usako," Miss Cofield said, hiding a smile.
"It's ok to like a CD that much."

After English class, Miss Cofield pulled Hikaru aside to
discuss her test score.
"You've shown a lot of improvement," she praised. "A B+ is
pretty good."
"Between Hanako Mahou and one of the American exchange
students, I had a lot of help," Hikaru explained.
"They sound like a good influence on you," Miss Cofield said.
"Especially Miss Mahou. I am glad you have become friends with
her. She is a great student."

After school that day, Hikaru headed to her favourite CD shop
to see if there were any Cyndi Lauper CDs. On her way, she ran
into a girl with long pink hair. The girl was wearing a red,
black and white sailor uniform. Hikaru recognized the uniform as
the uniform for St. Hanazono Elementary school.
"Oh, forgive me," the girl said, "I didn't see you!"
"Oh, it's ok," Hikaru smiled, "they say I'd get hit by a car
while walking on the sidewalk. You going to the CD shop, too?"
"Actually," the girl said, "I was headed to the Manga shop."
It was then that Hikaru noticed, the girl was carrying a
Wedding Peach notebook. It was the very one Hikaru thought about
getting, but it was a choice between that and the Princess
Selenity one she had chosen. "You like Wedding Peach?" she
asked.
"It's one of my favourite Anime," the girl answered. "My name
is Primera Sennyo, what's yours?"
"Senyo..." Hikaru repeated.
***Vision***
"Oh, I see the sprite is up early today," Rasoul commented,
passing Primera and Hikaru.
"What!?!" Primera demanded. "There are no sprites here!"
"Except the pink-haired one with the big mouth," Rasoul told
her.
"First of all, you oversized brainless excuse for a guard,"
Primera said slowly, "I do NOT have a big mouth! Secondly, I AM
A FAIRY!!!"
"Loud-mouthed sprite!" Rasoul quipped.
"That's it!" Primera threw magic at the guard. He shrunk
until he was just a tiny bit smaller than Primera. His ears
became pointy, and he now had white wings.
"What did you do to me?" he asked, the pitch of his voice a
bit higher.
"You don't know what a sprite is? Look in a mirror!" Primera
said.
Rasoul flew to a nearby mirror. "Ack! Change me back, you
troublesom sprite!"
"Not until you learn what a sprite is!" Primera said.
"You just wait until the Sultan hears what you did!" Rasoul
said, flying off.
"Go ahead and tell him," Primera called after him. When he
was out of earshot, she said to Hikaru, "Now THAT is the ugliest
sprite I ever saw!"
Hikaru was on the floor laughing hysterically.
***End Vision***
Hikaru looked at Primera. "Oh, my name?" she said. "Hikaru
Usako," she said. "Hey, maybe I'll see you at the comic shop
sometime."
"I look forward to it!" Primera said, skipping off.

That evening, Hikaru headed to a coffee shop where she was to
meet Jedeite. She was running a bit late, so ran down the
street. As she did so, she ran into Mamoru. She looked up at
him. He noticed that look cross her face again as she said,
"Fate brought us together like this, didn't it?"
"Yes," Mamoru said, "things always happen for a reason. YOu
and I--"
"Hikaru!" Naoko and Naru ran across the street. A driver had
to slam on his breaks to avoid hitting them.
"Hey!" Hikaru looked up. "You could get hurt doing that!"
"Yeah, well," Naru said, brushing off the incident like it
was nothing. "We wanted to catch you before you meet Jedeite.
C'mon, we'll walk with you." The two girls led Hikaru away from
Mamoru.

Across the street, Jedeite had witnessed the whole thing. So,
Mamoru had found Hikaru! Anger and hatred for the knight filled
the wizard as he made his way across the street. Mamoru would
not take Hikaru from him again.
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Jedeite walked right up to Mamoru. Mamoru glanced at him and
started to walk away, but Jedeite grabbed his arm. "Hikaru is MY
girlfriend." He announced, tightening his grip. "She is
perfectly happy here with me, so you can just forget about her!"
He added, teeth clenched.

"She doesn't belong here." Mamoru replied.

Mozenrath was not about to clue the knight in on who he was.
"She's lived here all her life. Shows what you know."

"There are things about Hikaru you don't know." Mamoru stated.

"And you don't know her at all!" Jedeite spat. "I know how
you've been stalking Hikaru, and it's going to stop NOW. Stay
away from her if you want to keep your head." He gave Mamoru a
shove to make his point, then started off toward the coffee
shop.


A few minutes later Jedeite put on a pleasant expression and
entered the small shop. He found Hikaru right away, she was
waiting with Naru and Naoko. "Hi!" He smiled.

"Hi!" Hikaru waved.

Naru and Naoko stood up. "We'd better get going." Naoko said.

They said goodbye and on their way out, Naru discreetly
whispered to Jedeite that they wanted to wait with Hikaru until
he showed up.

"Thanks." He whispered, giving the girls a beaming smile. "I
hope you haven't been waiting long." He said to Hikaru as he sat
down.

"Oh, I wasn't waiting that long. Actually, I was worried I'd
be late...again." Hikaru responded.

"No, for once you were on time." He laughed. "So, any plans
for this weekend? ...Besides our study session."

"Not yet." She smiled.

"I have been thinking about checking out Tokyo Tower. I've
lived here all this time and never been there." Jedeite said
thoughtfully. "Want to come along?"

"Sure!" Hikaru exclaimed.

"Great! We can go either Saturday or Sunday, whichever is
better for you."

"Saturday would be best." Hikaru said.

"Wow, I get to see you three days in a row." He grinned.


*********************

The next afternoon Hikaru was on her way to Jedeite's for their
study session. She was more than halfway there when she walked
past a women's public bath. There were walls up around it, but
Hikaru stopped when she saw a very familiar cat climb over the
top of the nearest wall. Xerxes? That cat would go anywhere! As
Hikaru started walking again she could hear the giggles of some
of the women in the bath.

"Aww how cute!" One lady said.

"What a friendly kitty." A slightly younger voice commented.

"I think he likes me." Another cooed.

Hikaru shook her head. The mischievous cat shouldn't be in
there, but there wasn't much she could do about it. Maybe all
the water would scare him off soon. She continued on to
Jedeite's apartment.


"Hey Hikaru-chan." Jedeite smiled minutes later as Hikaru came
in. They embraced and he gave her a kiss. As they walked into
the living room Jedeite noticed that Hikaru had an odd look on
her face. "Something the matter?" He inquired.

"I saw Xerxes climbing over the wall of a public bath." She
said. "I couldn't very well go after him, though, because it
wouldn't have been appropriate for me to climb the wall after
him. From what I could hear, though, the women seemed to take to
him."

"He's the most curious cat I've ever seen." Jedeite sighed. "I
may have to stop letting him roam around so much."

"Well, you could. It would be safer for him." Hikaru nodded.
They sat down on the couch and Hikaru noticed a big change in
the room. "Woah! I see you got a TV! That's even bigger than
Naoko's!"

Mozenrath smiled, seeing how happy the TV made her. Her eyes
were lit up and she was smiling brightly. "Yes. I thought it was
about time to break down and buy one. Naoko recommended the
store."

"Well, now I can't study until after Sailormoon." Hikaru told
Jedeite.

He just chuckled. "It comes on in five minutes."

"How did you know?" Hikaru questioned.

"I have watched it before." He pointed out. "And I've seen you
watching it after school in the Game Center."

"Of course." Hikaru told herself, then she looked over at
Jedeite. He was turning on the tv. "Did you notice that you
resemble the Jedeite from the first season?"

"I have only seen one episode with him in it. But yeah, it's
funny....just like you resemble Sailormoon."

Hikaru gazed at the tv. The opening theme for Sailormoon had
just started. "I suppose if I had odangos like her, I would."

"Only you are prettier." Jedeite said. He put an arm around
Hikaru, content to watch the box until they had to get to work.

"That's a biased opinion." Hikaru replied, glancing up at him
with a half smile.


************************


Back in the Manga shop Hikaru's friends had gathered again.
Elizabeth had been invited this time.

"I'm still getting used to a phone." Aladdin confessed to
Jasmine once everyone got there.

"It's quite handy." Jasmine said.

"Of course, but who would have thought you could talk to
someone across town." Aladdin shrugged.

"Get over it." Iago mumbled.

"Iago!" Hanako scolded.

"What? We've been here for months." Iago grumbled.

"Down to business..." Hikari stated, giving Iago a look. "From
what Mamoru has said about his recent run-ins with Hikaru, I
think I'll be able to unlock her memories very soon."

"Wonderful!" Jasmine cheered.

"Great!" Umi and Moeagaru said at once.

"Don't get too excited, we can't just jump in. The time has to
be right." Hikari told them.

"Obviously Jedeite is really Mozenrath. Now we know for sure."
Mamoru said.

"But he won't let any of us near Hikaru." Kaze frowned. "It's
harder to get by him now that he's spotted Mamoru."

"What can I do?" Elizabeth asked.

"You may be a key player in this." Genie spoke up. He couldn't
help morphing into a large gold key and smiling. He didn't get
to clown around near as much as he would like here. They were
all focused on bringing Hikaru home, and that was serious
business.

"Yes, you aren't a threat to Mozenrath... as far as he knows."
Jasmine pointed out.

"You will be able to get much closer than most of us."
Aladdin went on. It's only a matter of time before Mozenrath
knows we're all here."

"So you can talk to Hikaru. Maybe she'll listen." Hikari
said, with a lot of hope in her voice.

"She seems devoted to Jedeite. But I can try." Elizabeth
agreed.


************************


On Saturday night Jedeite and Hikaru met at the entrance to
Tokyo Tower. It was just beginning to get dark.

"Let's go explore the top." Hikaru suggested.

"What do you think is up there?" Jedeite wanted to know. He
liked that Hikaru was still a very adventurous spirit.

"We'll soon find out." She said excitedly.
Once the two were on the top floor Hikaru was surprised to see a
table for two set up, accented with pink roses. "Oh! How
romantic!" Hikaru cried.

"Come my lady," Jedeite smiled. "Let's sit and dine."

On the table was Nikujaga, one of Hikaru's favorites. (Meat and
potatoes) She was delighted at it all. "Yum!"

The two sat and talked pleasantly. When the meal was almost over
Jedeite stared into Hikaru's eyes. She smiled at him and blushed
a bit. "Your eyes certainly sparkle." He murmured. "You look
beautiful in any light."

"Aww." She lowered her eyes slightly. "This was really sweet
of you, Jedeite."

"I have something to tell you. Hikaru, I love you." He said,
taking her hand. She gazed into his eyes, speechless. "I want to
spent the rest of my life with you." He went on, "I think it's
our destiny to be together."

Monday at school, Hikaru was headed to history class. Moeagaru
and Hanako spotted her, and headed in her direction, but were
intercepted by a girl with auburn hair that was loosely braided.
"May I help you?" Naoko demanded.
"No, you may not," Moeagaru said, a bit annoyed. How rude to
just intercept complete strangers for no reason!
"If you wish to speak to Hikaru, I'm afraid that's not
possible," Naoko said.
"What are you? Her secretary?" Moeagaru demanded, getting
madder by the second. "If Hikaru doesn't want to talk to us, she
won't. She's old enough and smart enough to make up her own
mind."
"I've heard about you Mahou girls," Naoko hissed. "Since you
entered into Hikaru's life, she's had a lot on her mind. She
means a lot to her real friends, and we're not about to let
anything happen to her."
"What the deuce are you talking about!" Moeagaru seethed. "We
know a lot more about Hikaru..."
"Can it," Naoko said. "Naru and I have known Hikaru all our
lives. And you've only known her for like two weeks of yours.
Stay away from her!" Naoko stormed off.
Moeagaru looked like she was about to let loose some of her
strongest fireballs. "That snotty little..." Moeagaru began.
Hanako put a hand on her arm. "It can't be helped," she said.
"It is obvious, Mozenrath, or Jedeite, or whatever he is going
by these days has filled Hikaru's other friends' heads with
lies."
"Demned pile of trash! I'll insinerate him!" Moeagaru
seethed. "MAybe Yusuke will break his fricken neck!"
"Moe-chan!" Hanako was shocked. "What language!"
"I'm holding back," Moeagaru said. "We are in school,
afterall."

"Well, we figured out the name of at least one of the
transfer students," Naoko was telling Jedeite later that day.
"She currently holds the record for the highest test scores in
every class that she's in. I didn't really think much of it, but
when I saw her today, I knew right away who she was. Her name is
Hanako Mahou, and she is kind of tall with brown hair that she
always wears in a ponytail. She didn't say anything to me when I
intercepted her and her sister, but her sister sure had a lot to
say."
"Her sister?" Jedeite asked, wanting to know more.
"The four girls' family name is Mahou," Naru explained. "They
are either sisters or cousins. At least I am sure the two with
blue hair are definately sisters. The one that was with Hanako
yesterday has red hair. Not red like Naoko's, but brighter."
"Naru-chan," Naoko gave her friend a look. "My hair isn't
red, it's auburn. That girl's hair was red." Naoko hated to be
called a redhead.
"Well, anyway," Naru continued, "we thought you'd like to
know what we found out."
"Thank you," Jedeite smiled. "You've been more help than you
know."

THat same afternoon, Hikaru flopped down on Elizabeth's bed.
Umi and Kaze had told Elizabeth what Moeagaru had told them, so
Elizabeth agreed to do what she could, and invited Hikaru over
after school. Elizabeth was no threat to Mozenrath, so she had
no trouble getting past Naru and Naoko.
"Jedeite told me he loved me Saturday," Hikaru confided. She
hadn't told Naru or Naoko this yet, because she knew, somehow,
they wouldn't understand her predicament.
"You don't sound enthusiastic," Elizabeth observed.
"I couldn't say it back," Hikaru admitted. "I just didn't get
that feeling you hear about. I didn't get any kind of feeling,
except..." Hikaru trailed off.
"Except?" Elizabeth pressed.
"Nevermind," Hikaru said. SHe couldn't tell Elizabeth about
Mamoru.
"Hikaru-chan," Elizabeth said, "you can tell me anything, and
I won't let it leave this room, or pass judgement."
"What I have to tell is unbelievable," Hikaru said.
"You'd be surprised at what really is quite believable,"
Elizabeth assured her.
"This is just between us?" Hikaru asked.
"I won't breathe a word of it," Elizabeth promised.
"There's this guy I've run into a couple of times the past
couple of weeks," Hikaru began. "Ever since I saw him, I
couldn't stop thinking about him. A couple of times, his image
even flashed in my head while I was with Jedeite. As if I belong
with him and not Jedeite. That happened Saturday when Jedeite
said he loved me. I think I am in love with this silver-haired
stranger...Mamoru. And that's not all. Do you remember what
happened in the Manga shop last week?"
"You had some sort of vision," Elizabeth remembered.
"I have those when I am with certain people. The transfer
students, the people that run the Manga shop, Mamoru and his
brother Yusuke...and there were a couple of other people, too,
though I saw each of them only once. ONe walked me home in the
rain. A blonde woman who looked about my mother's age, but
seemed wise beyond her years. I never did get her name. THe
other was a student from St. Hanazono Elementary school. HEr
name was Primera Sennyo. All these people have triggered
visions...maybe from a former life?"
So Hikari and Primera had taken on human form. It was easy to
figure that out when Hikaru had mentioned Primera. It was
fitting that the fairy would choose Sennyo as her last name.
Elizabeth had been told about how Primera hated to be called a
sprite. "I can say for certain," Elizabeth said, "that those
visions mean something. If something or someone has taken us
away from our true destiny, then our destiny will find its way
to us." Hikari had said that.
"What should I do?" Hikaru asked.
"I have a friend that can help you," Elizabeth said. "Can you
come over again tomorrow afternoon?"
"I'll plan on it," Hikaru promised.
"Great," Elizabeth smiled. Since she had promised Hikaru none
of what she said would leave her bedroom, she would have Hikari
come there, and Hikaru could tell the fairy everything herself.

Mozenrath, posed as JEdeite, sat watching the road he knew
led to Cherry Blossom Junior High. HE was watching for the four
princesses to come by. Once he got them and Mamoru out of the
way, he wouldn't have to worry about losing Hikaru. He'd make
sure each died a painful death for their medaling.
As luck would have it, the four princesses came by, and
Mamoru happened to be with them. Jedeite made his move.

Moeagaru, Kaze, Umi and Hanako were headed to school. Mamoru
had seen the four girls and agreed to walk with them. Elizabeth
had invited Hikari over after school, saying she couldn't go
into detail, but she thought maybe it was a good time for Hikari
to work her magic on Hikaru. Mamoru had high hopes, and couldn't
wait until the afternoon. He was restless, so decided to walk
with the girls to school to pass some of the time.
As they neared the school, Jedeite sidestepped them.
"Excuse YOU!" Moeagaru snapped. "You're in our way!" SHe
hadn't forgiven Jedeite for trying to get so far with Hikaru
(Umi had mentioned that Hikaru had pulled away just before the
window broke.) and the fact that Jedeite was most likely
Mozenrath made matters worse.
"Well, then, little lesbo, I guess we're even," Jedeite said
coldly.
"What did you just..." Moeagaru was ready to explode now.
"You've all gotten in my way for the last time," he said.
With a wave of his hand, he disappeared with all five of them.

On Tuesday by lunch Hikaru noticed that all the Mahou girls were
absent. She wondered if they'd had a death in the family? Why
else would all four of them be gone? Hikaru sat with Naoko and
Naru at lunch, and most of the time she talked with them, but
she couldn't help thinking about how she hadn't run into that
Mamoru guy again. It was starting to feel like a pattern. And as
she'd told Elizabeth, she thought she might be falling for him.
She wasn't sure how she could feel such strong feelings for a
stranger, but obviously it was possible.


*********************


At the top of Tokyo Tower Jedeite had the four Princesses and
Mamoru chained up. He paced in front of them. "You're all too
late." He said. "There's nothing you can do to help Hikaru now.
Even if I let you go, she is mine. But of course I won't let you
go. Each one of you has been a thorn in my side for way too
long." He snapped his fingers and transformed back into
Mozenrath. "This time I WILL win. I have you right where I want
you. And I am so close to the prize..."


****************

When Hikaru got home from school her mother said there was a
message for her on the answering machine. When Hikaru pushed the
button she heard Jedeite's voice.

"Hi Hikaru, I hope you're having a good day. I need you to
meet me at the Tokyo Tower at 7 tonight. It's very important.
See you then!"

"Oh! I'd better get over to Liz's." Hikaru said to herself. If
she went there now then she could still meet Jedeite later.


******************


30 minutes later, at Elizabeth Wakefield's host house she and
Hikaru sat in her bedroom. "She'll be here any minute."
Elizabeth said. "And don't worry, I haven't told her much. You
can tell her what you want her to know." Just then there was a
soft knock on Elizabeth's bedroom door. "Come on in!" She
called.

Hikaru gasped when she saw the blonde woman enter. "You're the
woman who walked me home last week!" Hikaru wondered for a
moment if this lady was Liz's mother, then told herself she' was
silly for thinking that; Elizabeth had said before her mother
looked like an older version of her.

"Nice to see you, Hikaru." Hikari said with a smile.

"But how did you know..." Hikaru stared up at the woman.

"Elizabeth has told me a bit about you." Hikari explained.
"She said I could help you with some recent events."

Hikaru quickly told Hikari what had been going on.

"Ah, it sounds like now is the perfect time." Hikari
commented.

"Perfect time?" Hikaru looked confused. "For what?"

"Close your eyes, and put your trust in me, Hikaru." Hikari
instructed.
Hikaru felt very confused, but this woman gave her a warm
feeling inside, so she did as she was told.
Hikari then raised a hand, sending magic at Hikaru. Beautiful
colours began to shine, as images from Hikaru's life flashed
before her. "Awaken, Soldier of Love!" Hikari commanded.

Hikaru opened her eyes. "Hikari-sama? Hey! I remember! And I
remember I'm Princess Hikaru, High Princess of the Five
Kingdoms! I remember it all!" She paused for a moment. "And I
remember Mozenrath posing as Mamoru! That's about as bad as
reading my journal! When I find him, I'll..."

"We think he's posing as a guy named Jedeite. Do you remember
him?" Elizabeth questioned.

"Jedeite" Hikaru repeated, shocked. "Very well...and he has a
cat named..."

"Xerxes?" Hikari supplied.

"Yes..." Hikaru nodded. Then she began to remember the cat's
behavior. "I'm going to be ill."

"There's too much to do for you to get sick." Elizabeth told
her.

"Oh, I know. But you don't know Xerxes...where are the
others?" She asked.

"Most are at the Manga shop." Hikari said.

"But....I didn't see the Mahou girls....uh I mean, the other
Princesses all day." Elizabeth mentioned.

"Neither have I." Hikaru confirmed. "Or Mamo-chan! I have a
bad feeling..."

"So have I." Hikari stated.

"We better get over to the Manga shop now." Hikaru said,
standing up. "Liz, thank you for all your help." Hikaru hugged
her friend. "But you need to stay here. I can't risk you getting
hurt."

******************

Hikaru was overjoyed to see Yusuke, Primera, Aladdin, Jasmine,
Genie and Iago inside the Manga shop. She ran over to them as
soon as she and Hikari walked in.
After a round of hugs Hikaru told the group she would soon have
to go meet 'Jedeite'. "I should go alone." She added.

"But Hikaru--" Aladdin started.

"Really. It's better that way." Hikaru assured him. "He
doesn't know I have my memories back. Maybe you all can catch
him off guard and show up after me."

"We'll give you a ten minute head start." Genie said.


Right after Hikaru had gone, Elizabeth snuck in the back door of
the Manga shop. "Sorry." she told the others when they saw her.
"I learned that trick from my sister. I just had to come. I want
to do whatever I can."

"Elizabeth, we don't want you to get hurt." Jasmine said.

"I know....but you all have magic, can't that protect me?
Hikaru is a remarkable person and a great friend. I can't do
nothing, I need to help her."

"Well, I suppose our magic could shield you." Hikari nodded.

"Then you'll take me with you?" Elizabeth's face lit up.

"Hmm... okay." Aladdin finally agreed.


*******************


Hikaru arrived at Tokyo Tower, not sure what to expect. Knowing
that Jedeite was really Mozenrath made her nervous. What if he
put another spell on her? But she couldn't think about that.
Five of her friends' lives depended on her. Besides, Mozenrath
didn't know she had her memories back. She just had to keep up a
charade for the time being.

"Good evening." Jedeite smiled. "You're early....I'm
impressed."

"I couldn't wait to see you." Hikaru replied.

"Oh!" Jedeite gave her a hug. "Good reason. I'm sure you're
curious as to why I asked you here again. I thought it was time
to let you know some important things. You, Hikaru, had a life
before the one you have now."

"A life before now?" Hikaru echoed.

"Yes. I'm sorry I didn't tell you about it sooner. But you
just weren't ready." Jedeite stated. He led Hikaru over to two
chairs and had her sit down. "I know this will be a shock... but
in your former life you were a Princess."'

"In my former life? You mean like Princess Selenity?" Hikaru's
eyes got big.

"Yes, just like that. And I know you don't remember, but in
that life we were together. That's how I know we are meant for
each other." He explained.

"And how did you know, I mean, when you found me again, that
I was the one?" She questioned.

"I'd know you anywhere." He patted her hand. "Actually, it
took me a while to track you down." He said more seriously. "I
searched all over. But when I saw you, I knew instantly. You
see, I had a blow to the head a couple of years back and I
started to remember bits and pieces of my past life...with you.
And you look exactly the same. You are my Princess. We had a
happy life together. I want that again."

"I don't know what to say..." Hikaru trailed off.

"Now is the right time for you to follow your destiny, Hikaru.
We have gotten to know each other again." With a gesture Jedeite
changed Hikaru's school uniform into a flowing lilac gown fit
for a grand Princess. Hikaru looked down at it. It looked
wonderful on her, but Jedeite couldn't help noticing Hikaru
tense up. "What's the matter?" He asked.

"Nothing." Hikaru responded.

Mozenrath knew her better than that. Something was off. Did she
suspect anything? Was that possible? She had an odd look in her
eyes. Suddenly in a quick move he pulled her close and kissed
her passionately. Maybe THAT would take her mind off whatever
was bothering her. And, knowing that Mamoru could see them but
could do nothing was all the more reason to make a move. Hikaru
started kissing him back, but after a couple of moments she
pulled away.

"I have my memory back." She said coldly, glaring at the
wizard.

"I knew you were acting funny." He replied. "No matter, you
WILL be mine!"

"When demons catch colds," Hikaru growled, crossing her arms
in defiance.

"You know I have ways of making things happen." Jedeite
growled, then he turned back into Mozenrath and grabbed Hikaru's
arm.

"Hands OFF her, Mozenrath!" Aladdin's voice called out. The
others were with him and more than ready to kick Mozenrath's
butt.

"Oh look, a reunion." Mozenrath snapped sarcastically. "I
should have known you tagalongs would show up too."

"We won't ever let you have Hikaru." Yusuke seethed.

"Told ya." Hikaru said in Mozenrath's direction. She resisted
the urge to stick out her tongue at him.

Elizabeth stepped out from behind Aladdin, and Hikaru's mouth
fell open. What was she doing here?

The group charged at the sorcerer and he disappeared just in
time and reappeared several yards away. He started firing off
magic at warp speed. "You won't ruin this for me again!" He
screamed.

"Where are the others?" Jasmine demanded, dodging a
particularly big energy ball.

"Wouldn't you like to know?" Mozenrath scoffed. He continued
his massive assault. His enemies were forced to move extra
quickly to stay alive.

"Tell us, NOW!" Yusuke commanded.

"Riiight." Mozenrath rolled his eyes. Yusuke waisted no time
in throwing magical pool balls at the wizard. One hit something
over in one corner...only nothing was there. What could he have
possibly....? Then it hit Yusuke, that must be where the
Princesses and Mamoru were! He hoped the ball hadn't harmed any
of them. Aladdin and Genie took over fighting off Mozenrath as
Yusuke slipped away to try and help his kidnapped friends. He
still couldn't see or hear them but he knew they were around.

"I suppose you're looking for the others..." Mozenrath yelled
to Yusuke without even glancing his way. "Let me make it easy
for you." With a snap the Princesses and Mamoru were visible
again, but Yusuke was suddenly chained up with them! The evil
sorcerer let out a maniacal laugh. "Who's next?"

"You won't get away with this." Aladdin told him. He shot a
powerful spirit blast at Mozenrath. It got him in the stomach
and he doubled over in pain.

"You'll pay for that...with your life." Mozenrath grunted. He
shot chains, then bursts of electricity at Aladdin. But the boy
was fast. Mozenrath caught sight of innocent Elizabeth and
turned to her. In a matter of seconds she too would be added to
his prisoner collection.

"No!" Jasmine managed to block Mozenrath's chains from
Elizabeth, but she didn't get the chance to save herself.
Mozenrath's thick chain rope wrapped around her before she could
get out of the way. She fell over with it's weight.

Genie started trying to tie Mozenrath up with cowboy rope. He
swung it and yelled "Yeehaw!" He threw it several times, but the
sorcerer kept popping in and out to avoid it.

"You can't stop me!" Mozenrath insisted, staying put a good
distance from Genie. Then a gun appeared in his left hand. He
aimed right at the mortal, Elizabeth. Hikaru's mouth dropped
open at the sight of the gun. Did Mozenrath know how to fire one
of those? She was afraid to ask.
"Don't anybody move!" Mozenrath commanded.
"He's not kidding," Genie said.
"Demned right I'm not," Mozenrath said. "Hikaru, you have two
choices. Agree to forget about your old life and your loser
friends and be mine, or your American friend dies of lead
poisoning."
"Leave Elizabeth out of this!" Hikaru begged. "You have no
argument with her!"
"I don't care," Mozenrath said. "She had to show up, and now
she'll pay. So, what's it gonna be, Hikaru?"
Hikaru thought long and hard. If she didn't come up with a
plan fast, Elizabeth would lose her life. There was no way
Mozenrath would let the girl live now. Oh, why did she have to
come after Hikaru specifically told her to stay behind?
Hikaru could turn the gun into something else, or make it
disappear, but Mozenrath would just make it reappear and fire.
The Super Kick wasn't an option, either. As long as Mozenrath
held the gun, he had the upper hand.
Then, Hikaru thought of something. There were still attacks
that she hadn't tried on Mozenrath. Some new, and some that
would likely work, since she hadn't used them on the wizard
since her powers had evolved.
"I'm waiting," Mozenrath said impatiently.
It was either now or never, and Hikaru had to act quickly.
"Love and beauty cascade!" she shouted, sending hearts and
rainbows at the sorcerer. THey knocked him back, into Genie, who
then zapped chains on him.
Aladdin and Genie then went to work freeing everybody. Hikaru
approached Mozenrath.
"Don't even think to use one of those worst punishment
spells," he told her.
"There's a time and a place for that," Hikaru said. "You do
deserve to be punished, but I won't use a spell this time."
"We had a good time the past six months," Mozenrath insisted.
"You can't hide that."
"Because you used magic. I don't belong with you. My destiny
is to rule over the Five Kingdoms, plus combat evil. If I could,
I would use my sceptar on you right now, but there's a battle
going on inside you, that would prevent me from doing so. It
would destroy you, and that is something I want to avoid. There
is a lot even you don't know about yourself."
"So, what are you gonna do?" Mozenrath asked. By this time,
everybody had joined Hikaru.
"I'm not going to do anything," Hikaru said. "It's out of my
hands. But I know my friends are royally ticked at you." Hikaru
stepped back. "He's all yours," she told them.
Mamoru was the first to approach the wizard. He punched him
in the face. "That's for stealing my girlfriend," he said. Then
he hit him hard in the stomach. "And that's for the other
night."
Next, Moeagaru stepped up. She kicked Mozenrath where it hurt
the most. "That's for..." she stopped herself. She was going to
say 'trying to seduce a virgin', but she didn't want to
embarrass Hikaru. "Well, you can fill in the blank."
Next, Yusuke stepped up. "I'd like to break every bone in
your body," he admitted. "But you're already defeated. There's
no point in kicking you around right now. But just so you know,
you're getting off easy."
"I think it's time to go home," Hikari announced.
"Oh, yes," Hikaru said. "The future's nice, but my own world
is the best."

When the group returned to Agrabah, Jinsoku, Nyan Nyan and
Mokona came to greet them.
"You certainly got her out of there pretty fast," Nyan Nyan
said.
"Come again?" Iago said.
"You've only been gone five minutes," Jinsoku said.
"Mozenrath must be getting weak in his old age."
"We've been gone two months," Jasmine said.
"And I've been gone six..." Then Hikaru remembered. "Of
course! It's as if we'd never left!"
"I wonder what will become of the people in the future?"
Aladdin asked.
"Oh, Hikari's taken care of them," Hikaru said. "Some have
forgotten about us..."

Back in Tokyo, Naru and Naoko were walking to class.
"So, how's Jean Luc?" Naru asked her friend.
"He does well," Naoko said. "He wrote me a letter last week,
saying he'd be visiting again this weekend."
"Awesome!" Naru said. "Maybe you and him and Umino and I can
double date!...that is if I can get Umino to tear himself away
from the textbooks long enough." The two girls laughed.

"IT was better that Naru and Naoko had no memory of me,"
Hikaru was saying. "They were basically working for Mozenrath
and didn't know it. And it's a horrible thing to know that you
were deceived into working for someone who is actually the
enemy.
"What about the people who were your parents in that time?"
Moeagaru wanted to know.
"That was a bit harder to fix," Hikari spoke up. "It is very
painful for a mother to lose her child. Mrs. Usako would have
felt a sort of emptiness either way, so we did what we could."

Mrs. Usako sat with the orange white-footed Kero. "For some
reason," she said to her husband, "This cat means the world to
me. I don't know why, but he makes me feel warm inside. I don't
know what I would ever do without him." She stroked the cat's
fur. Kero purred contently.

"We left behind something she could love in my place," Hikaru
said. "She doesn't remember ever having a daughter, but if we
hadn't left Kero with her, then she'd always feel an emptiness
inside."
"And what of Elizabeth?" Hanako asked.
"We didn't do anything to her memories," Hikari said.
"Yeah," Hikaru said. "She will enjoy looking back on the
memories someday."

"It's just not fair!" Jessica Wakefield whined to her twin on
the phone. "Not only do you get to travel abroad, but you get to
have adventure and meet real-live princesses, too! There's no
justice in this world!"
"Jess," Elizabeth said, "you could have studied abroad, too,
if you'd worked harder."
"It's not about that!" Jessica insisted. "You always get the
adventure and I lead this boring life of mine! I tell you, it
just isn't fair!"
Elizabeth merely laughed at her twin. If anybody had a talent
for exaggeration, Jessica sure did.

A couple days later, Jasmine and Aladdin called the
princesses in to make an announcement.
"In a couple weeks," Aladdin said, "we'll be going to
Cefiro."
"Cefiro?" Umi repeated.
"Yes," Jasmine said. "They are reputable for being the best
place to vacation. From what I hear, we'll have a great time."
"I sure could go for a vacation," Hikaru smiled.
"I think we all could use one," Aladdin said.
"Fairy!" Primera shouted.
In came Rasoul. He was dressed like a member of what Hikaru
learned was called a boy band.
"Wooo oh oh oh! Just hangin' tough!" he sang.
"Ick!" Hikaru groaned. "Primera, change him back!"
Primera did as she was told.
"You're taking that sprite with you to Cefiro, right?" Rasoul
asked.

