Adventures in Agrabah - Part 27 - Mozenrath's Spell Part 1

Aladdin made ready to send a blast of spirit energy at Ayam
Aghoul. It was discovered that only he, Jasmine and Hikaru could
defeat the evil spirit.
"Do you really think your puny attacks can defeat me?" Ayam
Aghoul got out between coughs.
"Actually, yes, we do," Aladdin retorted.
Jasmine shot a stream of power from her hands. "You'll not
terrorize anybody again!" she said.
Now, Ayam Aghoul could barely stand.
"Love and beauty cascade!" Hikaru shouted, sending beautiful
crecent moons, rainbows, flowers and hearts at the ghost, who
screamed in pain.
Now Ayam Aghoul was down for the count. "Go ahead, Hikaru!"
Hikari called out. "Use your sceptar!"
"Right!" Hikaru nodded, then made her sceptar appear. "Saint
crystal! Love for you!" she cried, sending hearts, rainbows and
flowers at the defeated spirit. They melded together, turning
white and then entered Ayam Aghoul. The wretched ghost screamed
in agony, as Hikaru's attack disolved him.
When Ayam Aghoul vanished, nothing was left. Not even a
sparkling mist to show that he had been reborn.
"You did it!" Moeagaru cried, as she ran to hug Hikaru.
"I couldn't have done it without Aladdin and Jasmine," Hikaru
said.
"Actually," Umi corrected, "it's because of you they have
power and..."
"No," Hikaru said, "Mama, Hikari and I just helped with that
part. And defeating Ayam Aghoul was a team effort." Hikaru sat
down to rest. "It's been a long time since I've gone up against
something that was pure evil, though."
"Mirage," Genie reminded her.
"Mirage is still around," Hikaru pointed out. "When I defeat
her, it will take a lot of energy, I know. But...as the Soldier
of Love, it's my job to defeat evil." Hikaru pulled out her
compact and pushed a button, reverting back to her original
form.

At dinner that night, everybody was celebrating the defeat of
Ayam Aghoul. The table was even void of mushrooms, since Hikaru
didn't like them, and it was discovered that nobody else really
ate them either.
"Did any of you see Abis Mal lately?" Genie was asking.
"Oh yeah," Aladdin laughed. "What an improvement!"
"Hikaru, Moeagaru and I were right there when he got the new
look," Kaze said. "He is even dumber than..." Kaze noticed the
look Hikari gave her. "Well, he's really dumb," she corrected
herself.
"I wish I could have seen it," Umi said, laughing. "I about
died when Iago, Hanako and I saw him yesterday. All he could do
was cluck like a chicken."
"At least he isn't bald anymore," Hanako said, covering up
her own giggles. "But honestly, calling Primera a sprite like
that! Do you think he'll learn for next time?"
"Probably not," Aladdin said, still laughing.
"I can't believe my sister hasn't changed him back yet,"
Hikari grumbled. *Maybe it's best he stays as he is* she thought
to herself, but she didn't dare to say that out loud.
"You are an idiot!" Primera could be heard in the other room.
"I'm a fairy!"
A few minutes later, Rasoul came hopping in wearing a rabbit
costume. "Here comes Rasoul Cottontail," he sang. "Hopping down
the bunny trail! Hippity-hoppity, hippity-hoppity, Easter's on
it's way!"
Hikaru was sitting between Aladdin and Moeagaru, and had been
pouring herself some water when Rasoul came hopping in. Now, she
was laughing so hard, she could barely hold the jug. Aladdin was
no help either, having fallen out of his chair from laughing so
hard. Moeagaru was laughing, too, but managed to get the jug
away from Hikaru before she dropped it on the floor.
"Primera!" Hikari scolded.
Primera flew in and tapped Rasoul, changing him back.
"Dummy," she muttered, flying to her seat at the table.
"Sprite," Rasoul countered, leaving the room.
"What!" Primera made ready to fly after Rasoul, but Hikari
stopped her sister.
"That's enough!" she scolded. "Hikaru, settle down!"
Hikaru was still laughing, and had also fallen out of her
chair. Finally, she took a deep breath, wiped the tears from her
eyes and sat back down.

In his castle, Mozenrath was making the final preparations
for the spell he spent months preparing. "It won't be long,
Xerxes," he said. "Soon, Hikaru will be mine, and this time, her
pathetic friends won't stand in the way." Once he cast his
spell, Hikaru would have a new life. Then, everything would fall
into place and she would soon rule alongside him.

Aladdin and Moeagaru were in the game room playing a lively
round of ping pong. Genie and Hikaru were also in the room,
watching.

"Ping pong. That's a sissy game." Genie scoffed. Both Moeagaru
and Aladdin stopped and stared at him.

"You're just saying that because Carpet beat you 20 times in a
row." Aladdin told him. Beside Genie Hikaru covered her mouth,
trying not to laugh.

"18....but who's counting?" Genie corrected.

The two went on with their game. They were pretty evenly skilled
and kept up a fast pace. Then Iago burst in and landed on
Genie's shoulder. "Hey Hikaru, Jasmine wants to know if you
wanna go shopping with her."

"Ooh! Shopping!" Hikaru squealed. "Did she really need to
ask?" She laughed.

"Since when do you deliver messages?" Genie asked the bird.

"Since Jasmine promised to buy me a falafel." Iago responded.

"Figures." Aladdin muttered.

"Moe-Chan, wanna come along?" Hikaru questioned.

"Nah, I want to finish this game." She smiled.

"Hikaru!" Came Hikari's voice from the hallway. "Don't spend
all your money!" Hikari called, never even coming into the room.

"How did she even know?" Hikaru wondered.

"Hikari always knows." Moeagaru giggled.


*********************

A few minutes later Jasmine and Hikaru were walking through the
main part of Agrabah's market. Iago wasn't far behind. He kept
stopping to look at the fresh fruit.

"What would you like to look at first?" Jasmine said
pleasantly.

"Jewelry!" Hikaru exclaimed.

"I knew it!" Jasmine chuckled. She walked with Hikaru to the
section where the jewelry venders usually were.

"Oh come on!" Iago groaned. "I want my falafel!" He perched on
the edge of a jewelry cart. "Girls..." He shook his head.

After looking at two carts Hikaru found a sparkling necklace and
earring set. It was silver, in the shape of flowers and in a
lavender color. Jasmine found a pair of gold earrings decorated
with sparkling pink jewels. The two happily bought their goods,
then moved on to the fabric vender.

"I'd love to have a new scarf." Hikaru remarked, feeling of a
blue and white one.

"This looks like you." Jasmine held up a dark pink scarf with
glittering edges.

"Ooo!" Hikaru's eyes lit up. "You know my taste." She beamed.

"Hey! Falafel." Iago said impatiently. He pointed a wing down
the street.

"Ok, Iago. I'll go now." Jasmine mock bowed to the parrot.
"You stay here with Hikaru, I'll be right back." Jasmine excused
herself and walked down the street to get the bird's food.

"About time." He grumbled. When he turned around Hikaru wasn't
in sight. "Hikaru!?" He yelled. She couldn't have gone far, he
had only looked away for a second. "No playin' kid, where did ya
go?" Then he spotted her. She was walking toward....Mamoru? Hmm,
where did he come from? It ain't even a weekend.

"Mamo-Chan!" Hikaru smiled brightly. "You didn't tell me you
were visiting today."

"If I told you it wouldn't be a surprise." He responded.

"How did you get out of school?" Hikaru questioned, hugging
her boyfriend.

"I just took the day off. I wanted to spend the time with
you."

"But--" Hikaru looked confused.

"It's not a problem." He assured her. "Come on, there's
something I want you to see."

"Okay. I just need to tell Jasmine--" Hikaru glanced back in
the direction Jasmine had gone.

"It won't take long. I bet Jasmine wouldn't mind." Mamoru took
her hand and squeezed it gently. She smiled up at him, and they
started walking together. Once they were past the market area
Mamoru ducked into an alley and pulled Hikaru close to him. He
kissed her deeply.

"I missed you too!" Hikaru told him almost giggling. What had
gotten into Mamoru?

"Not as much as I've missed you, Princess." He leaned down and
kissed her again, more passionately. It felt different.
Familiar, but not Mamoru. She tried to pull away, but Mamoru
just laughed.

"What's going on?" Hikaru cried.

She got no answer. But Mamoru turned into Mozenrath, just like
the dreams she had before. He held onto her and they both
disappeared.


A few minutes later, Jasmine returned with Iago's falafel.
"Where's Hikaru?" she asked.
"She went off with Mamoru," Iago told her.
"Mamoru? But it's the middle of the week," Jasmine said.
"Doesn't he have school?"
"That's what I thought," Iago said, his mouth full.
"Well, maybe we can catch up to them," Jasmine sighed.

Iago and Jasmine looked all over the market place, but there
was no sign of Hikaru or Mamoru, so they headed back to the
palace.
"Did Hikaru and Mamoru come back here?" Jasmine asked Aladdin
once they got there.
"No," Aladdin said slowly.
"Mamoru doesn't come here on week days," Genie pointed out.
"That's what I said," Jasmine said. Then she turned to Iago.
"You were supposed to watch her."
"She's not 5! Besides...why would you trust me with that?"
Iago argued.
"It was only for two minutes. I thought you could handle
that."
"This is NOT my fault!" Iago insisted.
"Well, arguing isn't going to get us anywhere," Jasmine
sighed. "We need to get to the bottom of this."
"Well, it's pretty obvious who took her," Aladdin said. "We
just need to find out where he took her to."

In his castle, Mozenrath stood over the now unconsious
Hikaru. He didn't bother to find a secret location this time.
Let those twits Hikaru calls her friends find him. By the time
they got there, the spell would surely be complete.
Mozenrath sent magic over Hikaru, erasing her memories and
giving her new ones. HE had already visited the world he had
chosen and given the people living there false memories of
Hikaru. He had begun preparing this spell back in the summer,
shortly before he had cursed that necklace. Now, he could
finally work his magic, and there would be nobody to stand in
his way.

Back in Agrabah, Aladdin, JAsmine, Iago, Abu, Genie, Hikari,
Primera, Jinsoku, Nyan Nyan and the other four princesses were
in the meeting room.
"That twisted freak WOULD pretend to be Mamoru," Moeagaru
fumed.
"I still say it wasn't my fault," Iago muttered.
"Would you stop!" Jasmine snapped.
"But..."
"Umi, do you think you can use your mirror to find Hikaru?"
Aladdin asked.
Umi nodded and pulled out her mirror. "Show me where Hikaru
is," she said.
The others gasped as an image of Mozenrath's castle appeared.
"Wizard Boy actually took her home this time," Genie said.
"I'm shocked!"
"We've got to get to Hikaru!" Aladdin said.
Minutes later, Aladdin, Jasmine, Genie, Abu, Iago, Carpet,
Hikari, Primera and the four princesses were headed to the Land
of the Black Sand.

Back in the Land of the Black Sand, Mozenrath had just
completed his spell. "See you in Tokyo," he said to Hikaru. Then
he waved a hand over her, causing her to disappear.
Just then, Aladdin and his band of flunkies burst into the
room.
"Give it up, Mozenrath!" Aladdin shouted. "You've taken
Hikaru for the last time!"
Mozenrath merely laughed. "Well, you're right about one
thing," he said smugly. "This is the last time I'll have to
abduct Hikaru."
"What are you talking about!" Moeagaru demanded. She formed a
fireball and aimed it at the wizard. "What did you do with
Hikaru!"
"Oh, don't worry," Mozenrath said. "Hikaru is alive and well.
As a matter of fact, I think it's time for me to go see her
now."
Moeagaru threw her fireball at Mozenrath, but he disappeared
just in time and the fireball hit the opposite wall.
"Where did he go this time?" Iago whined.

"He went to where ever he's keeping Hikaru." Aladdin stated.
"Umi," He turned toward the water Princess.

"On it." She nodded. "Hey..." She stared at her mirror. It
wasn't doing anything at all, not even fog. "Strange. It isn't
working." She looked at her friends, confused.

"It's never done that before!" Moeagaru exclaimed.

"I think we'll need a lot of help this time." Kaze sighed.

"Mozenrotten just keeps getting better....it's annoying."
Genie said.

"Why don't we ask Botan for help?" Hanako suggested.

"Good idea, she did help us before." Aladdin nodded. "Let's
go, the quicker we get on Hikaru and Mozenrath's trail the
better."


**************************

Later the group arrived in Fresia. Hanako breathed in the
familiar smells of home. "I wish this was a social visit." She
murmured.

"I know what you mean," Jasmine sympathized. "Travel is much
more fun when we aren't worried sick about someone or after a
bad guy."

"Botan's house is on this block, I think. Hanako, do you
know?" Umi questioned. She didn't want to waste any time.

"Yes, in fact it's on this street." Hanako replied.

"There she is!" Jasmine cried out, spotting Botan walking down
the street.

"Lucky us, she wasn't hard to find." Genie threw the large
spyglass he had been holding over his shoulder.

"Watch it!" Iago yelled, rubbing his head.

"Sorry!" Genie called.

"Botan!" Aladdin got the girl's attention. As Botan started
toward them Carpet and the horses landed.

"Hi!" She greeted with a wave.

"Good to see you again." Jasmine told her.

"We wish it was under better circumstances." Kaze added. "But
we need your help."

"Is it Mozenbrat again?" Botan guessed, arching an eyebrow.

"Who else?" Iago flung up a wing in frustration.

"What did he do now?" Botan wanted to know.

"He's got Hikaru." Aladdin said. He filled her in on how the
sorcerer posed as Mamoru and took Hikaru to an unknown location.

"That sneaky, low life little--" Botan started to rant but
Genie held up a hand to stop her.

"We all know how bad he is, but we don't have time to discuss
it."

"Right..." Botan sighed. "How can I help?"

"My mirror isn't working properly, is there any way you could
help us find Hikaru?" Umi requested.

Botan looked thoughtful for a moment. "I don't think I can do
that. I never have before. But I will tell you who can help.
Presea. She was my mentor and sometimes I am convinced she can
do anything."

"Great, thank you Botan." Aladdin said gratefully.

"Presea lives in Cosmos....which you probably knew." Botan
quickly wrote Presea's address on a slip of paper. "Here, she'll
most likely be at home now."

"This means a lot to us." Hanako managed a half smile.

"Anytime." Botan responded. "I hope you locate her soon. Oh,
and give Mozenrath an extra good beating for me when you find
him."


***************************

Ten minutes later the flying group touched down on one of the
streets of Cosmos. They were just past the main part of the
city. "The house should be... down that way." Aladdin told the
others, checking the address.

"There it is!" Moeagaru called. She recognized the house from
all the years she spent with Hikaru running around Cosmos. All
four Princesses knew Presea well.

Everyone jumped to the ground and went to knock on the door.
Presea swung the decorated door open and welcomed her guests
with a smile. "Girls! Great to see you."

"Hi Presea!" The Princesses chorused.

"We don't mean to be rude, but we have a big problem. Hikaru
is missing." Kaze blurted out.

"Mozenrath took her...again." Umi frowned.

"That's horrible!" Presea shook her head. "Come on in. Let's
see what I can do to help." One by one they all filed into the
house.

"Nice place." Iago said, his eyes growing large.

"Iago." Jasmine hissed. "Stop guessing what things are worth."

"I wasn't--"

"Oh yes you were, it's not polite." Aladdin scolded.

Presea got down a spell book from her library and started
flipping through it. "This shouldn't take long." She assured
them. She said a few magic words and an image of Hikaru, looking
a little different than normal appeared. "She's in..." Presea
concentrated. "Oh, it's worse than I originally thought." She
gasped. "Hikaru is in a place called Tokyo. It's very far, and
from what I see it's not even of this century."


************************

In downtown Tokyo Mozenrath sat in his new place. It was a
futuristic space called an apartment. Not quite his style, but
it would do. He went to gaze out his window and smiled seeing
Hikaru run by down below. Thanks to the false memories she had
adapted excellently to this place. This was well worth all the
hard work. The spell came together perfectly. Hikaru's band of
goofs would never find her here, and even if they ever managed
to get that far she wouldn't know them. Now his plan was set in
motion and NOTHING could stop him.


"Why would Mozenrath send Hikaru to another time?" Umi
wondered.
"To throw us off," Kaze suggested.
"We've got to get there somehow and bring Hikaru home,"
Moeagaru said.
"It's not gonna be that easy," Presea said. "If I'm guessing
right, Hikaru thinks she was born in that time period. She isn't
just going to go with some strangers who tell her she's really
some princess from an enchanted kingdom."
"She might think we've been reading too many Manga," Genie
added.
"Too many what?" Aladdin asked.
"Nevermind," Genie said.
"To get Hikaru back," Presea said, "you'll all have to pose
as Tokyo civilians as well. You will have to get to know Hikaru
as if you've never met her before. Hikari, I trust you know how
to give Hikaru her memories back."
Hikari nodded. "It's been centuries since I've used that
spell, but it will work on Hikaru."
"Centuries?" Iago asked.
"Does he have to go with us?" Moeagaru asked.
"Actually, Iago might be useful to you," Presea said. "A
flying rug and two fairies might be a bit much for Tokyo
Civilians. Iago can search for Hikaru without drawing attention
to himself."
"When can you send us to Tokyo?" Moeagaru asked.
"Come back tonight, and I will be ready to send you. I need
time to give you all 20th century identities."

That night, the group, now to include Mamoru and Yusuke
returned to Presea's house. Mamoru and Yusuke had not hesitated
in joining the group, and had said it was their responsibility
to help make sure Hikaru was safe.
When they arrived at Presea's house, they explained about
Mamoru and Yusuke.
"I figured Hikaru's brother and her boyfriend would want to
be in on this," Presea smiled. "I have it all taken care of."
"I feel a bit guilty about leaving the twins for so long,"
Jasmine said.
"Oh, don't worry," Presea assured her. "Your twins won't even
know you were away. When you return, it will be as if you'd
never left."
"Presea's good at that sort of thing," Hanako smiled.
The group gathered together, as Presea cast her spell,
sending them to Tokyo, Japan in the year 1995.
"I know they'll get our High Princess back," Presea murmered.
"I have faith in them."

Hikaru Usako stirred in her sleep. Her alarm clock chirped,
so she just hit the snooze button again. Ten minutes later, her
alarm chirped. This time, she rolled over to look at the time.
"Oh no!" she cried. "I'm gonna be late again!" Jumping out of
bed, she ran around her room, getting ready for school.
Twenty minutes later, she was running downstairs, wearing her
blue and white sailor uniform, which was the required girls'
uniform for Cherry Blossom Junior High.
"Mama! Why didn't you wake me up?" she asked, as she ran
past.
"I tried to get you up, and you said you were getting up."
Hikaru's mother told her.
"And you believed me?" Hikaru asked.
"Uh, Hikaru," Hikaru's mother called. "Aren't you forgetting
something?"
Hikaru ran back and grabbed the lunch her mother held out for
her. "Thanx! Bye!" she called, as she ran out the door.

At lunch that day, Hikaru sat with her two best friends, Naru
and Naoko. Naru was a girl who had shoulder-length brown hair
and hazal eyes. Naoko was a tall girl with auburn hair that was
usually braided.
"Naru-chan," Hikaru nudged her friend. "How was your date
with Umino-san?"
"It wasn't a date," Naru blushed slightly. "We were at the
library studying."
"Suuure!" Hikaru teased. "You two are so meant for each
other."
"Speaking of which," Naoko spoke up. "Hikaru, you and
Jedeite-senpai would make an awesome couple."
"Kisai?" Hikaru said, making sure they were thinking of the
same guy.
"Yes," Naoko said. "I heard him talking about you the other
day. He really likes you."
"Come to think of it," Naru said, "I have noticed the way he
looks at you."
Hikaru was a bit surprised. Jedeite had helped her study math
a couple of times, and the two had chatted briefly in passing,
but Hikaru had no idea a high school boy would be attracted to
her. Naoko, maybe. Naoko was sophisticated for her age, so it
made more sense for her to be attractive to someone older.
"What are you doing after school?" Naoko asked Hikaru.
"Well, I thought I'd go to the Game Center and try and beat
my last score on that Sailor V game," Hikaru said.
"That's good to know," Naoko smiled.

After school, Hikaru was headed to the Game Center, just as
she had told Naoko. Her plan was to beat her last score on the
game, and since the TV at the Game Center was tuned into the
channel Sailormoon was on, she would just watch it there.
As Hikaru neared the Game Center, she couldn't believe her
eyes. JEdeite Kisai was headed in her direction. "Hikaru!" he
called.
"Jedeite?" Hikaru questioned.
"Naoko told me you'd be here. I've been meaning to talk to
you."
"You want to talk to me?"
"Are you busy right now?" Jedeite asked.
"Well, I was going to..." Hikaru stopped herself. One thing
Naoko told her was that you never blow off a guy for video games
and TV, unless you don't like the guy. "No," she corrected
herself.
"Good," Jedeite smiled. "I just got tickets to the newest
Sera Myu production, and there isn't anyone I'd rather see it
with."
"Sera Myu!" Hikaru squealed. "I love Sera Myu!"
Jedeite smiled to himself as he walked off with Hikaru.

TO BE CONTINUED...

