Adventures in Agrabah - Part 26 - The Bet

Mozenrath paced back and forth in his throne room. It had been
almost two days since Hikaru had put that sleep spell on him,
and obviously sent him to Kiba-Okami's hideout. Since then, the
two couldn't be more than five feet apart. Now, Mozenrath was
pacing, because the smelly wolf demon wanted to sit down, so now
was being dragged as Mozenrath paced.
"Must you do that!" Kiba-Okami shouted.
"Does it annoy you?" Mozenrath asked.
"Yes," Kiba-Okami said.
"Then, yes, I must," Mozenrath said.
"You're just annoyed because Hikaru got away from
you...again!"
"At least I can catch her, and she would rather stay with me
than with you."
"I could capture her, too, and have...twice."
"But if you'll notice, Flea Brain," Mozenrath pointed out.
"She's not with you anymore."
"I don't see her with you either," Kiba-Okami pointed out.
"She will be, soon enough," Mozenrath said.
"Not if I get to her first," Kiba-Okami said.
Suddenly, the invisible bond between the two villians
vanished, and Mozenrath was ten feet away now.
"Is that a challenge?" Mozenrath asked.
"Maybe," Kiba-Okami said. "But I know I'll win, because I've
been after the Princess longer than you have."
"And it took you about the same amount of time to complete
Kindergarten, and that's only because HAruna-Sensei was tired of
dealing with you."
"No," Kiba-Okami said, "she was tired of dealing with you."
"That made no sense," Mozenrath said. "Anyway, have it your
way. If you get Hikaru first, I'll let you keep her. But if I
get her, then you have to leave her alone."
"It's a deal!" Kiba-Okami hurried out the door to start after
Hikaru.
Mozenrath laughed. "Gullible mutt," he said. "Like I'd let
you keep Hikaru. You won't even catch her, anyway." Mozenrath
decided that instead of trying to capture Hikaru first, he would
sit back and watch Kiba-Okami fail.

The next day, in Agrabah, the girls were sitting in Genie's
class.
"And that's another example of a..." Genie was saying.
"Greaser?" he said, confused, as a guy wearing jeans, a T-shirt
and a leather jacket appeared with two red-haired guys and a
brunette guy right behind Hikaru.
"Greaser?" Hanako repeated, then looked in the direction
Genie was looking in.
Hikaru turned around, too. "Hey, it's Fonzie!" she beamed.
"Ok," Genie said, "Who did that?"
"Woah!" Fonzie looked at his surroundings.
"Where are we?" Ralph asked.
"Agrabah," Kaze answered. "But how..."
"I had nothing to do with it," Genie said.
"One minute, we were in Fonzie's appartment," Richie
explained. "Ralph and Potsie found this pink ribbon the Fonz had
been saving from your last visit, Hikaru!"
"Pink ribbon?" Hikaru repeated.
Fonzie showed her the ribbon. "You left this in Joanie's
room," he explained.
"Fonzie wanted to keep it as a momento," Potsie said. Fonzie
gave him a look.
"Anyway," Richie continued, "when Ralph and Potsie found it,
Fonzie tried to get it from them, then it started to glow, and
we were all sucked into this pink light and ended up here."
"Strange," Hikaru commented. "Genie, do you know anything
about that type of magic? I mean, I thought all my hair ribbons
were just hair ribbons."
Genie thought for a moment. "Well," he said, "your ribbon
didn't have to possess magic."
"Oh, yes!" Hanako remembered. "Hikaru's ribbon comes from
this world. Perhaps all four of them were remembering her and
touching the ribbon...or each other and the ribbon."
"Awesome," said Hikaru, who had never heard of this concept
before.
"We should let Al and JAsmine know," Genie said. "I don't
know if I can get them back to their own world accurately."
"Hey, it's cool," Fonzie said. "We'll just enjoy ourselves."
"Just so long as there's not too many of those scary wizards
running around," Ralph cringed.
"Aww," Moeagaru said, "we'll protect you from the big bad
sorcerers."

In the throne room, the five princesses, Fonzie, Richie,
Ralph, Potsie, Genie, Aladdin, Jasmine, Hikari, the animals,
Carpet and the Sultan were gathered. Genie, Hikaru and Fonzie
had explained what had happened in the library.
"And you just appeared in the library?" the Sultan asked.
"Yes, sir...I mean, Your Magesty," Richie corrected himself.
"You see, Fonzie kept a ribbon that Hikaru had left behind,
because he wanted to remember her and..."
"Cunningham..." Fonzie said through clenched teeth.
"Can they stay with us until we can get them back to their
own world?" Hikaru asked. "It's the least we could do, after
Fonzie saved me from Mozenrath. And we'll be going to the Five
Kingdoms in the morning. They'll love it there!"
The Sultan agreed to this.
"You lousy excuse for a palace guard!" Primera could be heard
down the hall. "I am a fairy! A fairy! Get it right!"
"Sprite!" Rasoul could be heard shouting back.
"That's it!" Primera shouted.
Everybody ran to the door to see what Primera turned Rasoul
into this time.
Rasoul came skipping down the hall. "La la la la la la, sing
a happy song!" Rasoul sang. "La la la la la la! Smurf the whole
day long!" Then he began to whistle the tune. "Smurf along with
me! Simple as can be!" he said. Then he continued in song. "Next
time you're feeling blue, just let a smile begin! Happiness will
come to you," then he said, "so smurf yourself a grin!"
"What is a smurf?" Hikaru asked Genie.
"They're about three apples high," Genie explained, holding
up his hands to show Hikaru the length, "they're blue, and they
live in the forest."
Hikaru looked at Genie. "Like little genies?" she asked.
"Uhh, no," Genie said. "They...oh, let me show you." He
produced an image of some smurfs going into their mushroom
houses.
"Oh, they're so cute!" Hikaru beamed.
Everybody was laughing at Rasoul's performance. Even Jasmine
and the Sultan had a hard time keeping in their laughter.
"Ok, Primera!" Hikari said, "Now that we've had our laugh of
the day, would you kindly change him back?"
"Ok, fine!" Primera tapped Rasoul, changing him back.
"Listen here," he said to Primera. "I'm not just going to
smurf around and let you smurf a smurf out of me, while the
others just smurf back and smurf!"
"Did anyone understand what he just said?" Aladdin asked,
trying not to start laughing again.
"Oh, no," Primera said. "That won't go away for another day
or so!"
"A day!" Rasoul shouted. "You mean I'm going to smurf like a
smurf and smurf smurf smurf! Smurf you, you smurfing SPRITE!"
"Watch it, stupid!" Primera warned the guard. "I could make
it a whole week if you'd rather."
Rasoul walked away muttering something about smurfing smurfed
smurfs.
"Who was that nerd?" Fonzie asked.
"Fonzie," Aladdin said, "you just met the captain of the
Agrabanian palace guards."

Later at the market place, Hikaru, Primera, Kaze and Moeagaru
were shopping while Aladdin showed Richie, Ralph and Potsie
around.
"Let's go see if that vendor on the corner has anything new,"
Hikaru said. "He always has the cutest animal figures!"
The three hurried down the street, running smack into Abis
Mal.
"Hey!" he shouted. "Don't you three ever look where
you're...I can talk!" he sounded surprised at this.
"Of course you can talk," Primera said. "Why are you so
surprised?"
"Because he took my voice and...I mean...and now, I have it
back."
Mozenrath had never given Abis Mal's voice back, but around
the time he was working on the controling crown he had created,
he found the annoying thief's voice in a glass bottle. Since he
had no use for such an ugly and abnoxious thing, he threw the
bottle across the room, shattering it and sending the voice to
its rightful owner.
"Ok," Hikaru said. "Um, you go enjoy your voice. We're going
to go shop." She was not afraid of this thief. Even though
Mozenrath had hired him to kidnap her months ago, the little man
was harmless.
"By the way," Abis Mal asked. "Where did that sprite come
from?"
"Ooh, no..." Moeagaru tried to hold back laughter.
"I...am a fairy!" Primera seethed.
"I know a sprite when I see one," Abis Mal said. "I'm not
that dumb!"
Primera flew around the thief, deciding what to do. This
little man was different from Rasoul. Probably nobody would
notice as much if he started demanding Lucky Charms or singing
silly songs. Then she threw some magic at Abis Mal. Feathers
grew out of his head. "What did you say?" she asked him.
"Cluck cluck cluck," was all the thief could say. "Cluck?
Cluck?" he said, confused. He took one look at Primera and
turned and ran. Hikaru, Kaze and Moeagaru saw that he now had
tail feathers as well.
Just then, Aladdin, Fonzie, Richie, Ralph and Potsie joined
the girls. "Wasn't that Abis Mal?" Aladdin asked.
"Yes," Hikaru said. "He just called Primera a sprite."

The next day, the group had arrived in the Five Kingdoms.
Hikaru and Moeagaru had decided to go hiking with Nanami in the
mountains. They had invited Kaze, but Kaze said she'd rather go
flying, so she and Nyan Nyan flew to Windom.
"We'll go with you!" Aladdin offered. He, Jasmine, Iago and
Abu joined Hikaru, Moeagaru and Nanami, while Umi and Hanako
went to Aquadom and Fresia.

"These mountains are so beautiful!" Jasmine breathed.
"And so rich!" Iago commented, looking at the rocky
structures that had jewls mixed in with them. He flew to one,
and tried to pull it up.
"Iago!" Hikaru grabbed the parrot. "You'll cause an
avalanche!" She found another jewl, and pulled it out easily.
"Don't take any jewls unless you know which ones are safe to
take!" She handed this one to Jasmine.
"I can't accept this," Jasmine said, looking at the obviously
valuable jewl.
"Sure you can," Moeagaru said. "Look!" She pointed to where
Hikaru had plucked the pretty jewl. A new one was already
growing in its place.
"If they just grow back, then howcome I couldn't take that
other one?" Iago whined.
"Because they don't grow back fast enough to prevent an
avalanche," Hikaru said patiently.
The group continued on. After awhile, they noticed Hikaru was
not with them.
"Where's Hikaru?" Nanami asked.
"She might've gotten lost at that spot where the path splits
in two," Moeagaru pointed out. "We should go back for her."
The group hurried back to where the path was split and headed
in the other direction.

Hikaru had, as Moeagaru had guessed, gone down the other
path.
"Guys?" she called. Uh oh! She had gotten separated from her
friends. She had been walking for a good thirty minutes, and her
stomach rumbled. She hadn't had anything since breakfast.
She started back in the other direction, and as luck would
have it, she smelled food. Now, she was headed in the direction
of the delicious aroma. She came to a cave, where a table was
set up with several different food items, and a note. Hikaru
also recognized the table cloth. It was a magic table cloth that
you fold up, then spread out and food appears on it. Many
travelers from her kingdom carried them rather than buying food.
It was much more convenient.
Hikaru picked up the note, and read it. "Ick!" she commented.
"What horrible spelling! And it's not even in Kanji!" The note
explained that the food was for any travelers who had been
traveling a long way and were hungry, and to please re-supply
the food when finished.
Hikaru began to eat the food. She noticed a plate of
mushrooms among the spread. Yuck! What were they doing here? She
had never heard of a magic table cloth that made mushrooms
appear! Usually, it was food that would help the traveler. Food
with a lot of neutrition, and nothing too rich. And definately
never mushrooms. Hikaru took the plate of mushrooms and dumped
them in a bush. She then took inventory of the rest of the food.
Ok, good. No more nasty fungus.
After Hikaru finished the food, she folded up the table
cloth, and unfolded it again, making new food appear. Then she
headed back to find her friends.
Suddenly, Hikaru gasped as Kiba-Okami stepped out in front of
her. "I think you want to come with me," he said.
"Um," Hikaru said, "I think I don't." She tried to push past
the wolf demon, but he simply sidestepped her again.
"I don't think you heard me," he said, "you're coming with
me."
Hikaru had to act quickly. The wolf demon was acting awfully
strangely. Usually, he just grabbed her from behind. She knew he
was stupid, but this was just too weird. "Love and beauty
shock!" she shouted, sending out hearts and rainbows at the wolf
demon. The creature screamed in pain, and ran in the other
direction. Hikaru continued on and found her friends in no time.
"I'm sorry," she said, "I guess I lost you at the fork in the
road. I think we should go home, now, though."
"Did something happen?" Moeagaru asked, concerned.
"I ran into Kiba-Okami," Hikaru said. "He was acting awfully
strange, too. Like he expected me to go with him willingly."
"He's always been stupid," Moeagaru said.
"Yeah," Hikaru nodded. "But now I must tell Mama that he's in
the Five Kingdoms. She'll want to put a few demon slayers on his
tail."

The group arrived back at the Cosmos palace.
"Hikaru!" Hikaraseru called, "you have a visitor!"
Hikaru entered the sitting room, and squealed with excitement
when she saw who had come to visit her. Fonzie, Ralph, Potsie,
Richie, Yusuke and Mamoru were talking to a woman with long
blonde hair like Hikaru and her mother's, only this woman's hair
was in two braids. With her was Princess Aphrodite.
"Obaasan!" Hikaru cried, running to her grandmother. "I see
you've all met my grandma, Queen Serenity the Fifth!" she said
to Fonzie, Richie, Ralph and Potsie.
"Grandmother?" Fonzie repeated.
"People in the Five Kingdoms don't age very fast," Yusuke
whispered.
"Where's Aunt Venus?" Hikaru asked. "Couldn't she make it?"
"Mama had some business to take care of back home," Aphrodite
explained.
"Hikaru," Serenity said, "I brought you and your brother
presents." She handed Hikaru a box that was wrapped in pink and
white paper. She then handed Yusuke a bigger, and oddly shaped
gift. Hikaru guessed it must be a surf board.
Hikaru opened hers. "Awesome!" she exclaimed, thumbing
through the pages. Her grandmother had gotten her a fairy tale
book, and Aladdin's story was even in it. "Aladdin!" she called,
when he entered the room. "Check this out!" She handed Aladdin
the book. "Ooh!" She noticed Yusuke did get a surf board. "A
surf board!"
"Actually," Serenity said, "it's not for surfing on the
ocean...well, you could, but it is for surfing on the wind. Now
you can keep up with Princess Kaze."
"Awesome!" Yusuke said. "When she gets here, we'll have to
try it out!"
Serenity then took Hikaru aside. "I hear you are going to a
ball on the moon, in a couple of nights," she said.
Hikaru nodded. "It's the first Lunar ball I've been to," she
explained. "I want to find the perfect gown. And I want to wear
glass slippers."
"If you'll let me," Serenity said, "I can help you find the
perfect ballgown. We'll go shopping tomorrow."
"That would be awesome!" Hikaru said. "And glass slippers?"
"Anything for my favourite oldest granddaughter," Serenity
smiled.

Mozenrath appeared beside the cowering Kiba-Okami and
laughed.
"What is so funny!" Kiba-Okami demanded.
"You are an idiot." Mozenrath said.
"I thought my plan was perfect," Kiba-Okami argued. "Why
didn't it work? I thought Hikaru loved food. Those mushrooms
should have had her eating out of my hand!"
"Yes," Mozenrath agreed, "that would be true, had she
actually eaten the mushrooms." He snapped his fingers, and he
and Kiba-Okami appeared next to the bush where Hikaru had dumped
the mushrooms.
"But..." Kiba-Okami was confused.
"Everybody knows that Hikaru hates mushrooms! Why do you
think I haven't tried that tactic on her?"
"How was I to know..." Kiba-Okami began. "No matter, I'll get
her before you, anyway. You're not even lifting a finger to
capture her!" Kiba-Okami stormed off.
Mozenrath just laughed. Not only was the wolf foolish enough
to neglect to do research, but Hikaru had also kicked his butt.
This was more entertaining than he thought it was going to be.

Aladdin turned through the pages of his own story. He was amazed
to see it in print. There were a few fact errors, but that was
to be expected. After all this author hadn't gotten the story
straight from him.

"What have you got?" Jasmine questioned, coming up behind him.

"We're in this book." He held it out to show her. "But the
drawings here don't even come close to matching your beauty."

"You're sweet." She said, taking a look for herself. "The
drawings don't do you justice either. You are much more handsome
in person." She smiled. Jasmine thumbed through a few pages.
"Wow, it's a little strange to see something you lived through
put in story form."

"You can say that again." Aladdin agreed. "This is just one
piece of my life. In a way its the beginning. Our beginning
anyway." He took the book from Jasmine and began inspecting the
pages one by one.

"Now we know for sure, you are best known for defeating
Jafar." She told him.

"Aladdin!" Hikaru hurried across the room. She had been
talking with her grandmother. "Would you sign that for me?"

"But Hikaru, you know me." Aladdin pointed out.

"Please?" Hikaru begged.

"Ok, sure." Aladdin laughed.

"Hikaru, weren't you going to tell your mother about
Kiba-Okami?" Jasmine reminded the younger Princess.

"Oh! Of course." Hikaru nodded. "I'll go tell her right now."


************************

About an hour later Hikaru had everyone gather on the back
porch. It was a lovely spot, perfect for entertaining. The other
Princesses had returned from their visits home. Now they sat
with Aladdin, Jasmine, Serenity, Yusuke, Mamoru, Iago, Abu, and
Carpet. Hikaru's mother was busy personally sending out several
demon hunters to find Kiba-Okami. She would not allow him to
roam freely, especially around her daughter.

"Ok Genie, let's have some music!" Hikaru called. "It's karaoke
time! Who wants to sing?"

"You go first Hikaru!" Jasmine encouraged.

"It's good manners to have the guests go first." Hikaru
replied.

"All right, ya don't have to twist my arm." Iago started
flying toward the porch. Aladdin reached up and caught him by
the tail, yanking him down. "Hey!" The bird yelled before
Aladdin put a hand over his beak.

"You go first, we insist." Aladdin said.

Hikaru silently cheered and took her place. She cued Genie and
as the music began she started to sing.

"There's music in the mountains tonight
Up above a crescent moon is gleamin' bright
Can't recall ever feelin' so right

Whoa, love is here
Where you are
Wish upon a star
And the one you're dreaming of
Is certain to appear
Love is here

There's magic in the touch of your hand
In your eyes I see a look I understand
Could it be this is what fate had planned

Whoa, love is here
Where you are
Wish upon a star
And the one you're dreaming of
Is certain to appear
love is here

Everyone applauded Hikaru and after a couple of bows she
announced Umi was next.
Umi ran up to the center of the porch and nodded to Genie.
Upbeat catchy music started. She awaited her cue, then started
singing.

"Something big's been waiting to happen
Ever since you and I met
And if we wanna make it happen
We've gotta let our feet get wet, baby
So come on, come on, come on

Come on in, the water's fine
Take the plunge, it feels divine
Come on in, the water's fine
Come on in

Me and you have so much in common
Pardon me for soundin' brash
But seein' what we're got in common
We're bound to make a major splash baby
So come on, come on, come on

Come on in, the water's fine
Take the plunge, it feels divine
Come on in, the water's fine
Come on in

Out upon the foam
Beyond the sea and sky
We will head for home
With a star to steer us by
So come on, come on, come on

Come on in, the water's fine
Take the plunge, it feels divine
Come on in, the water's fine
Come on in, the water's fine
Come on in

Clapping filled the air as Umi did an exaggerated bow. Next was
Hanako, and she had picked a song involving one of her favorite
things - flowers.

"There were flowers in my hair
And the stars were in the skies
There were flowers in my hair
And a smile inside his eyes

And we danced all through the night
And we held each other tight
There were flowers in my hair

There were flowers in my hair
I remember it so well
There were flowers in my hair
And the music cast a spell

And we danced all through the night
And we held each other tight
There were flowers in my hair
There were flowers in my hair
There were flowers in my hair

And he told me that he loved me
And the flowers in my hair"

After much applause Hanako motioned Moeagaru up to the porch.
The fire Princess gave a little wave then started her song.

"You thought you had it made
Didn't you didn't you
Thought I was bound to fade
Didn't you, didn't you
You came on real strong
But now you realize you were wrong

I've got the last laugh, nothin' you can do
I've got the last laugh, knowin' you are through
What a joke, a joke and a half
The last laugh's on you

You tried to put me down
Didn't you, didn't you
Tried making me the clown
Didn't you, didn't you

I've got the last laugh, nothin' you can do
I've got the last laugh, knowin' you are through
I've got the last laugh on you"

Moeagaru smiled at the attention and praise, then handed over
the spotlight to Kaze. "I'm going to sing about sports." She
stated, winking at Yusuke. "And how to really play them."

"How you play the game
How you play the game
That's the only thing that counts
How you play the game
How you play the game
How you keep your wits about you
As the tension mounts

It's how you play the game
How you play the game
That's where it begins
How you play the game
How you play the game
How you're feelin' at the finish
When it's all over
That's what really matters
Not who wins

Even if some others pass you by
If you played it fair and square
You can still hold your head up high

It's how you play the game
How you play the game
In the end it's how you play the game
You may win in lasting fame
But what matters most is
How you play the game"

The others cheered for Kaze and she did a mock curtsy. "And now
- if she agrees to do it - we'll all be treated to the golden
voice of Agrabah's own, Princess Jasmine!"

Jasmine looked a little surprised but she got up and stood in
the center of the porch. "Ok, you've convinced me." She laughed.
"This one's for you, Aladdin." Her husband blew her a kiss as
Genie started the music.

"I don't care if you're rich or poor
None of that means a thing
You have a place in my heart
Whether you're a peasant or king

What we feel is what we feel
All the rest is no big deal
What we have is good and true
And it's only between me and you

Did you think I'd change my act
Findin' your secret out
I liked your style from the start
That's what it's really about

Between me and you
If you are with or without
I don't really care
We can work it out

What we feel is what we feel
All the rest is no big deal
What we have is good and true
And it's only between me and you
What we feel is what we feel
All the rest is no big deal
We know what we share"

Aladdin stood up to clap for Jasmine, then gave her a hug when
she came to sit back down.

"Aww, I knew karaoke had some sort of power. It brings us all
closer together." Hikaru smiled.


*************************

Mozenrath watched the wolf demon by magic. Clearly he was trying
to think up a new plan. "This could take all day." The wizard
droned.

"I bet Mozenrath hasn't tried that!" Kiba-Okami suddenly cried
out. Mozenrath could almost see his rusty old brain wheels
turning. No wonder kindergarten was so hard for him. The
sorcerer continued to look on as the demon left the woods yet
again.

"I wonder if he knows half the demon slayers in Cosmos are
after him?" Mozenrath chuckled. The wolf was worse than
pathetic! He leaned in to get a better view and could hardly
believe his eyes. That demned wolf had put on a cape and mask.
Did he honestly think some material could hide who he was? "He's
even more retarded than I thought!" Mozenrath mused.

"Hikaru will never guess it's me." Kiba-Okami said happily. He
went off to find Princess Hikaru, with his tail hanging down
below the cape.

Later that night, Hikaru sat in the garden with Mamoru, Umi
and Lantis. Hikari had taken Fonzie, Richie, Ralph and Potsie on
a tour of the Five Kingdoms, and they had just gotten back.
"I thought places like this only existed in fairy tales,"
Richie commented.
"Maybe people in your world dream about places like the Five
Kingdoms and that gives birth to what you call fairy tales,"
Hikaru suggested.
"Maybe I'll write one or two someday," Richie said, more to
himself.
Suddenly, Kiba-Okami emerged, wearing a cape and a mask. He
started toward Hikaru.
"Kiba-Okami," Hikaru said, exhasperated. "Please leave my
kingdom."
"Kiba-Okami?" the Wolf Demon asked. "Who's he?"
"You!" Hikaru responded. "If you're going to disguise
yourself, at least be more clever...wait, I'm sorry, that's hard
for you, I quite forgot."
The wolf demon looked annoyed. "Quit making fun of me and
come with me!" he said. "And maybe I won't hurt you for that."
"I'm going to ask you again, Mistress Fang, to go back to the
Demonic Forest where you belong," Hikaru ordered.
"'Okami means 'mistress'," Mamoru whispered to Fonzie and the
other three.
"I'm not leaving here without you," Kiba-Okami said
impatiently.
"Oh, yes you are!" Hikaru sent out her rainbow whip, which
wrapped itself around the animal demon. He screamed in pain. She
then lifted him up and swung him around a couple of times before
sending him flying. The wolf screamed like a woman as he flew a
good distance away.
"If my estimate is right," Hikaru said, "he should be landing
in a part of Cosmos that is heavily populated with demon
slayers."
"Wow!" Richie was amazed at what Hikaru had just done. "They
make comic books about people like you."
"What books?...Oh yeah! Genie has shown me some of those."

In another part of Cosmos, Sango was walking with a girl,
about sixteen, named Kagome. Kagome was a demon slayer in
training, and one of Sango's best students.
"Now, remember," Sango said, "this wolf demon is afraid of
fire. Always keep a couple of these handy, in case you run out
of arrows." She handed the younger girl a few sticks. All one
had to do was wave them in the air, and a flame would ignite.
"He'll go running the other direction."
Just then, Kiba-Okami landed in front of the two. He looked
up at them and gulped. He remembered the older demon slayer, and
she remembered him well.
"Don't you ever learn?" Sango asked the wolf.
"I used to live here," Kiba-Okami pointed out.
"Before you became a demon," Sango pointed out.
"It's that demned wizard's fault!" Kiba-Okami argued.
"It is not!" Sango said. "It was your own decision! Kagome?"
Sango gestured to her pupil.
Kagome took the cue and loaded an arrow and pulled back on
the bo string. Kiba-Okami took off in the other direction, with
arrows flying after him. One grazed his arm, drawing blood. It
would leave a nasty scar.

The next day, Hikaru and Serenity were out shopping. Serenity
had helped Hikaru to find a beautiful white ball gown that had a
silver shimmer throughout it. There were ruffles around the
shoulders, and Hikaru had gotten some white gloves to go with
it. The best part of all was, that Hikaru had found her dream
shoes...a pair of glass slippers.
"You should wear white roses in your hair," Serenity said.
"I think I will!" Hikaru said. "I have the perfect white silk
roses that have silver sparkles."
"That would go perfectly with your gown."
"I think you'd look better in nothing at all," said a voice
from behind. The two whirled around to see Kiba-Okami. Hikaru
had turned red from embarrassment at the wolf's comment. What a
dirty thing to say!
Serenity was furious. "How dare you say such a thing in front
of my granddaughter!" Kiba-Okami had still been a citezen when
Serenity was the reigning queen, but he had been sent to meet
with her on a few different occasions, so she knew the wolf
demon well. "And how dare you invade my family's land!"
"You're not the reigning queen anymore," Kiba-Okami shot
back. "I don't have to listen to you!"
"You're about two seconds away from a beat-down," Hikaru
said. "Reigning queen or not, my grandmother is still to be
treated with respect. As long as she's here, what she says goes.
END OF STORY!"
"Strong words from someone who's about to get captured!"
Kiba-Okami commented.
Serenity motioned to Hikaru. Hikaru nodded, and the two
joined hands, combining their powers. "Lovely revolution!" they
shouted, sending a sparkling wave at the wolf demon. The wave
hit him, and he screamed in pain, but did not relent.
"I won't give up this time!" he said, getting up and
advancing on Hikaru again.
Suddenly, a throwing star sailed past, nearly hitting the
wolf. "Next time, I won't miss!" Cassim said, stepping into
view.
Kiba-Okami took off, screaming.
"Cassim!" Hikaru smiled. "Thank you!"
"It's the least I could do," he said. "That nuissence of a
demon will stay out of the Five Kingdoms or lose his life."
"He is becoming more annoying than intimidating," Hikaru
said, "and I'll see he pays extra for being so disrespectful.
So, how have things been with you?"
"Busy since that wolf demon decided to rome the Five
Kingdoms. I've been making and selling a lot of weapons."
The three continued walking. Hikaru and Serenity had been on
their way to Fresia and Cassim was headed in that direction. On
the way, they met up with Kagome and Sango.
"Kiba-Okami is back in the Demonic Forest for now," Sango
assured them.
"I gave him a matching scar on his face to go with the one I
gave him on his arm yesterday," Kagome smiled.
"How is training going?" Hikaru asked the older girl.
"I'm doing pretty well," Kagome said. "I might be going to
Serun next week, that is, if the minor problem here is taken
care of."
Hikaru looked off in the distance and about froze.
"What is it, Hikaru?" Serenity asked, and gasped as well when
she saw an ugly rat demon off in the distance. "We can't have
that," she said.
Kagome took action right away. She loaded her bo, and pulled
the string back as far as it would go. The arrow flew at the rat
demon, hitting it in the chest and killing it. Sango and Kagome
then approached the nasty creature and went to work collecting
its remains to be purified for more weapons.
"Rat demons are awful," Hikaru explained to Cassim. "Almost
comparable to snake demons."

Later, Hikaru was heading back to Cosmos. Serenity was
visiting with Queen Yuri, and Hikaru wanted to spend some
quality time with her cousin Aphrodite. As she walked through
the woods, she saw something off in the distance. "No!" she
screamed, as she ran. A little girl, about five or so, was about
to enter the Demonic Forest. Hikaru knew what happened to
children who didn't obey the rules, and she wasn't going to
watch it happen now.
By the time she caught up to the little girl, she was in the
awful forest. She grabbed the girl and ran back the other
direction as fast as she could.
"That was close!" she breathed.
"What'd you do that for?" the little girl asked. "I wanted to
go fight some demons, like my big sister!"
"You never go into the Demonic Forest," Hikaru scolded. "It's
a dangerous place."
"But sometimes demon slayers go there," the little girl said.
"That's different," Hikaru explained. "A demon slayer doesn't
go into that forest until his or her training is complete. There
are a lot of dangers just waiting to strike an unsuspecting
person." One of the dangers that came to mind was Metalia. She
was an evil witch, said to be related to Beryl in some way. If
children didn't listen to the advice of their elders, and went
into the Demonic Forest anyway, Metalia would lewer them to her
home and make them into her slaves.
"Ririka!" Kagome came running down the path with Moeagaru,
and Rei, the Priestess of Volcana. "I've been looking everywhere
for you!"
"Kagome!" The little girl ran to Kagome.
"I see you've met my little sister," Kagome said.
"I saw her about to go into the Demonic Forest," Hikaru
explained.
Kagome looked like she was about to yell at her little sister
for such a dangerous thing, but then remembered that Ririka had
not yet been filled in on the dangers of the Demonic Forest.
"When we get home, you, Mom and I are going to have a talk," she
said.
"Am I going to get spanked again?" Ririka looked up at her
sister, her large eyes about to fill with tears.
"No," Kagome said, "But there are things you haven't yet
learned. You're at the right age to hear them." The two sisters
walked off, hand-in-hand.
"I had to go into the Demonic Forest to save her," Hikaru
explained to Moeagaru and the Priestess. "I couldn't let her
become a slave to Metalia."
"I would have done the same thing," Moeagaru said.
"We'll walk you home," Rei offered. "In case you were seen."

Hikaru had, in fact, been seen. Kiba-Okami was hiding in some
bushes when Hikaru had gotten that little girl out of the
forest. He ached all over, but he wasn't ready to give up. Not
only was he ready to try anything to get Hikaru, but he had to
show Mozenrath up as well. That sissy wizard thought he knew
everything.

Mozenrath, too, had seen Hikaru dart into the Demonic Forest
and back out with the little girl. Kiba-Okami never had a
chance.
"I'll give him another day," Mozenrath said. "Probably by
then, between Hikaru, her family and the demon slayers, they'll
all have that stupid mutt neutered."

"It's so gorgeous!" Aphrodite beamed, twirling around in the
pink gown Hikaru had given her. The gown was something Hikaru
had worn when she was Aphrodite's age, but Hikaru had outgrown
it.
"It looks great on you," Hikaru agreed.
"I wish I could go to the ball with you and the girls,"
Aphrodite said. "I look forward to my first ball."
"That day will come sooner than you think," Hikaru said.
"Afterall, you'll be thirteen next May."
"I hope I get a ball for my birthday," Aphrodite said.
"I'm sure it can be arranged," Hikaru smiled. She had passed
along a couple of hints to her grandmother and her aunt Venus
that Aphrodite wanted a ball on her birthday. The event would
happen, but it would be a surprise.
The two headed into a sitting room, where the guys were
talking. In a few minutes, the five princesses, Aphrodite and
Jasmine were going to have a girls' night out.
"Who's Mechanicles?" Hikaru asked, catching the last bit of
the conversation.
"Oh, he's a villian I fought years ago," Aladdin explained.
"He was into building all kinds of machines, and hated getting
dirty. One speck of dirt or grease, and he would start screaming
like a little girl."
"Whatever happened to that freak?" Iago asked.
"Uhh," Aladdin stalled. He didn't want to relay the gory
details in front of Hikaru or Aphrodite. "He's...he died."
"He died?" Hikaru repeated. "How?"
"He wasn't very healthy at the time," was all Aladdin would
elude to.
Just then, Jasmine and the other four princesses entered.
Hikaru saw that Genrou was with them, but Genrou would be
staying behind.
"Aladdin is talking about Mechanicles," Hikaru told the
others as they headed out.
Jasmine knew alittle bit about what had happened to
Mechanicles, but Aladdin had kept the gory details from his
wife, as well.
"So what happened to the snot-nosed nerd?" Moeagaru heard
Fonzie asking.
"He didn't have much snot," Genie commented. "Nothing dirty
for this freak."
"Until his death," Aladdin said. "At least, that's what I
heard. He got into it with some thief, yelling at the much
bigger guy for getting dirt on him. The thief got tired of his
whining, and knocked Mechanicles into a mud puddle. When
Mechanicles started screaming that he was dirty, the thief got
tired of his irritating voice and stabbed him...repeatedly. They
say that the last thing Mechanicles said was, 'Oh drat! I just
washed this tunic! Blood is so hard to get out!'"
"No wonder you wouldn't go into detail in front of the
girls," Fonzie said.
Moeagaru came away from the door. She'd have to thank Aladdin
for being so mindful of Hikaru.

The next day, Aladdin, Richie, Ralph, Potsie, Fonzie, Hikari,
Serenity, Hikaraseru and Jasmine were sitting around talking.
"We can get you boys back to your own world in just a few
days," Hikaraseru was saying. "Presea is away visiting family,
but when she gets back, I will take you to her, and she can get
you home."
"That would be good," Richie said. "I'm sure Lori Beth is
wondering where I am."
"She won't know you were gone," Hikari said. "If I know
Presea, she will make sure you get back at the same time you
left, so no time will be lost."
"Where are the girls?" Fonzie asked, noticing that Aphrodite,
Hikaru, Moeagaru, Umi, Kaze and Hanako were not there.
"They went to take a bath in one of the springs before the
ball," Hikari explained.
"One of the springs?" Potsie asked. He sat in silence for a
few moments, then said, "I think I'm gonna go get some fresh
air. Ralph, wanna join me?"
"No, I'm fine right--" Ralph started to say.
"I said I'm going to go outside and get some fresh air and
maybe enjoy some scenery," Potsie said.
"Oh!" Ralph jumped up. "All of a sudden, I'm in the mood for
a walk, too!" The two hurried to the door.
Not getting up, or turning to look at the two perverts,
Fonzie snapped his fingers, stopping them in their tracks. "Sit
down!" he commanded.
"Yes, Fonz," Ralph said.
"Right away, Fonz," Potsie said. The two sat back down.

Kiba-Okami crept quietly outside the bathing area. His plan
was to climb over the wall, and grab Hikaru, but for now, he had
found a small hole in the wall. The princess was sitting with
her back to him, so all he saw was a mass of blonde hair. He
waited for the princess to get up.

Mozenrath was right there, watching the perverted wolf, and
almost laughed out-loud when that Kagome girl started firing
arrows at Kiba-Okami. The wolf screamed and ran. "He's demned
lucky Hikaru's hair was covering her. Otherwise, I'd have to
blind him." Xerxes started to gravitate over to where Kiba-Okami
was, to get a peek through the hole. "Try it, and you're sushi,"
Mozenrath said, without looking in the eel's direction.

Later that night, the Five Princesses, their boyfriends, the
group from the future, Genie, Aladdin, Jasmine and even Botan,
Momiji and Salvia made ready to transport to the moon.
"Nobody's been to the moon in our world yet," Richie said,
"This will be neat!"
"BUt I thought..." Hikaru began.
"Hikaru, that's 1969," Genie whispered.
"Oh, yeah," Hikaru said.

Kiba-Okami approached the group, and was just ready to grab
Hikaru when she and everybody else disappeared. The wolf swore
under his breath.
"Pathetic!" Mozenrath said, as he appeared.
"You've been watching me this whole time?"
"You were always good for a laugh," Mozenrath said.
"The thing that's funny is that I'm the only one trying to
get Hikaru."
"If I tried to get her now, then I wouldn't be able to watch
you fail. Nor would I have the satisfaction of seeing you get
beat several times in a row." Mozenrath disappeared again.
A couple minutes later, Sango and a handful of other demon
slayers came down the path. "Get him!" she ordered her group.
Kiba-Okami screamed as several spears and arrows shot at him. He
ran as quickly as he could, back to his hideout.

At the ball, Hikaru spent most of her time with Mamoru. They
had danced the last two dances together, and were now out on the
balcony getting some fresh air.
"I've always loved the night sky on the moon," Hikaru said,
looking down at Earth. She could see directly where the Five
Kingdoms were.
"It's so much more enjoyable with you by my side," Mamoru
said. The two were seated next to each other, Hikaru's hand in
Mamoru's. Mamoru then put an arm around Hikaru, bent down and
kissed her gently. Hikaru responded, kissing back.

Inside, Momiji and Salvia were watching Hikaru and Mamoru.
"They're so cute together!" Momiji said. "I don't think anybody
could be more perfect for the High Princess."
"I agree," Salvia said. "I knew they would end up together
for about six months before they finally were an item."
"Hey, you guys!" Botan had just finished dancing with Fonzie.
"Don't spy on them!"
"But they're so cute!" Momiji insisted.
"Momiji," Botan said, changing the subject. "Fonzie said
he'll dance with you next. Salvia, why don't you dance with
Richie? He's looking awfully lonely over there."
"He has a girlfriend," Salvia pointed out.
"I said dance with him, not marry him," Botan said, leading
Salvia to Richie. When the two were dancing, Aladdin approached
Botan for a dance.
"Where's Hikaru?" Aladdin asked.
"Out on the balcony with Mamoru," Botan answered.
After the song was over, Aladdin went to find Jasmine and
Hikaru and Mamoru came in from the balcony.

The next day, Hikaru was headed to Volcana to meet the other
four princesses. She was very tired from having stayed up until
four, but she and the other princesses were going to do some
shopping in the Volcana market place. Aladdin and Jasmine would
even be joining them later.
As Hikaru walked down the path, she found it hard to keep her
eyes open. What the...this had never happened before when she
would stay up late! Hikaru stopped to rest against a tree. As
her eyes closed, Kiba-Okami came out of hiding.
"This time, you won't get away from me," he said, as he
scooped up the princess. He had thrown a magic sleeping powder
in her path as she walked by. Yes, the wolf's two brain cels had
rubbed together and actually formed an intelligent plan. A rare
occasion for him.

"Where's Hikaru?" Moeagaru wondered aloud. "She was supposed
to be here thirty minutes ago."
"She was up later than any of us," Hanako pointed out. "Maybe
she slept late."
"No," Primera, who had joined the girls, said, "she was up
when I left the palace."
"Hey, guys!" Aladdin and Jasmine joined the group.
"Where's Hikaru?" Jasmine asked.
"That's what we're wondering," Umi said.
"Maybe we should start toward Cosmos," Kaze suggested. "Maybe
we'll run into her.
The group agreed to this, and took the path that would lead
them back to Cosmos.

A half hour later, Hikaru awoke and took in her surroundings.
Oh no! She tried to move, but found she was tied up.
Kiba-Okami approached the princess. "Did you have a nice
nap?" he asked her.
"You!" Hikaru stared daggers at the wolf. "You
flea-bitten..."
"Now now, don't make me angry, Princess. I could very easily
get angry after the last couple of days I've had."
"If you'd stayed out of the Five Kingdoms like a smart demon,
you might have had a better time."
"I would have, except for some reason, you never come into my
territory."
"Because I'm smart," Hikaru suggested. She struggled vainly
against the ropes, but they were tied tight.
The wolf demon inched closer to Hikaru, snaking one arm
around her. "I've always had a thing for blondes," he said, "but
none of them even compare to you."
Hikaru tried to squirm away. She had to get away from this
twisted dude. Kiba-Okami just pulled her closer.
"Cut it out!" Hikaru screamed.
"If you do what I tell you," he said, "then I won't have to
use force." Hikaru continued to struggle as best she could, as
Kiba-Okami laid her back.
Hikaru screamed as Kiba-Okami leaned in to steal a kiss.
Before his lips could touch her own, a powerful blast shot out
of Hikaru, burning up the ropes and sending Kiba-Okami flying
across the room.
Hikaru passed out, either from still being tired, or from the
impact of the blast. Kiba-Okami got up and went over to her, but
when he touched her, he got a powerful shock.
"Oh, I see," Kiba-Okami said, "you want to do this the hard
way. Fine with me." He advanced on Hikaru again, but got another
zap.

Mozenrath had produced an image of the wolf demon just as he
tried to kiss Hikaru. He was lucky Hikaru's strong will and
disgust of the nasty demon had prevented him from doing so. But
Kiba-Okami would pay for ever having set eyes on Hikaru.

Mozenrath appeared in Kiba-Okami's hideout. "You flea-bitten
rabbid mut!" he screamed.
"You're too late, sissy wimp," Kiba-Okami said. "I got to
Hikaru first. Now leave!"
"You really are dumb if you think I'm gonna let you keep
her." Mozenrath hissed. "And I'll show you just what a sissy
wimp can do." He sent a powerful blast at Kiba-Okami, knocking
him across the room and fracturing his scull. Stepping closer to
the smelly wolf, he saw that his blast had created a large wound
in the wolf's chest.
"You...you're not...just gonna let me...die..." Kiba-Okami
got out.
"Idiot," Mozenrath said. "The only way to kill a wolf demon
is with purified demon bones, or Hikaru's sceptar. I have
neither...yet...but you deserve to suffer!" With that, Mozenrath
went over to Hikaru, scooped her up and disappeared with her.

Adventures in Agrabah - Part 26 - The Bet - part 2

Mozenrath appeared in a new location with a still unconscious
Hikaru in his arms. He had kept an eye on this place - a castle
on top of a mountain - for the last couple of weeks. It was
completely deserted. Apparently the mountain was too much of a
climb for regular humans. Mozenrath stood in the middle of a
large empty room. Obviously the family took all the decorations
and furniture when they left. The sorcerer quickly zapped up a
few chairs, a table, some food and a bed.

He carefully laid Hikaru down on the bed. Then the wizard paced
back and forth for several minutes. He was still fuming mad at
Kiba-Okami. If he had hurt Hikaru in any way Mozenrath would
return and rip a few more holes in him. Finally he was
sufficiently calmed down and went over to the Princess. "Hikaru?
Wake up. Are you okay?"

Hikaru stirred in her sleep. Between the strong burst of power
that emitted from her body, and having stayed out so late the
night before, she was still very tired. Slowly, she opened her
eyes. When she focused on Mozenrath, she almost screamed, but
stopped short. It was all very clear. Mozenrath had saved her
life. "Where am I?" she asked groggily.

"Where any Princess should be. A castle." He answered.

"Your castle?" She questioned, still sleepy.

"Not really. I'm afraid I'm not sure who it belonged to."
Mozenrath replied honestly.

"What?" Hikaru looked very confused.

"It's just a deserted castle."

"You saved me, didn't you?" Hikaru stared up at Mozenrath.
"The last thing I remember is that blast of power. That has
never happened before. But it's obvious you got me away from
Kiba-Okami."

"I happened to check up on what that nasty wolf was up to at
the right time." The sorcerer shrugged. "I wasn't about to let
him hurt you. Are you really all right?"

"I'm ok..." Hikaru said slowly. She sat up and was staring
down at her feet. "My shoes are gone. They must have fallen off
when Kiba-Okami grabbed me."

"Shoes are easy to replace." Mozenrath said, making a pair in
Hikaru's size appear. He handed them to her. "I must say I'm
impressed with your new defense powers. You got 'Madame Fang'
good."

"My new defense powers?" The Princess echoed.

"That blast of power you mentioned a minute ago." He reminded
her.

"Like I said, that has never happened before..." She trailed
off.

"That would make it new." Mozenrath pointed out. "You had no
idea you could do that?"

"All I know is that Wolf Boy disgusts me. I knew what he was
about to do, and I was prepared to do whatever it took to stop
him."

"Well he disgusts everyone." Mozenrath said. "I don't even
think the other demons like him much. But good for you, you
stopped him."

"I think he would have killed me if you hadn't showed up when
you did." As she spoke the words Hikaru flashed back to another
time Mozenrath had saved her from the wolf demon. Then her
thoughts went to the island in the sky. Something she hadn't
remembered clearly before stood out now. Mozenrath had caught
her when she was about to fall. He had said he cared about her.
Hikaru thought back to all the little things, the signs that
told her Mozenrath was not all bad. He had gotten mad at
Kiba-Okami for an inappropriate comment once. Recently he had
been just as repulsed by that Ginger lady on that island as
Hikaru was. And when the sorcerer told Hikaru her chest size
didn't matter she had noticed that he was not looking at her
chest at all.

Mozenrath noticed the far away look in Hikaru's eyes. She
appeared to be deep in thought. "I wouldn't put anything past
Wolf Boy." He finally said. "And I don't ever want to see you
hurt."

Hikaru averted her eyes. "My friends will be worried about me
soon. I was supposed to meet them."

Of course she brings up her sickening friends. The wizard
started walking away from Hikaru. "Yes, I'm sure they'll notice
you're gone." Mozenrath nodded. He sat down in a chair across
the room

"I should go back, then." She stated.

"I think you should stay right where you are." He informed
her.

"But I wanna go home!" Hikaru squealed.

"Make this your home." He suggested.

"I can't." She insisted.

"But I can." Mozenrath responded. With a few waves of his arm
the castle was turned into Hikaru's palace.

Hikaru would have been amazed, had Mozenrath not tried this
tactic before. The castle was now an exact copy of her own home.
"I can't stay here. It isn't the same thing."

"I'm just trying to make you more comfortable." The wizard
said almost innocently.

"I can't stay with you."

"Why?" Mozenrath questioned.

"You know that a copy isn't the same as the real thing. It's
one of the reasons why I'd rather go shopping than zap stuff
up." Hikaru told him.

"I get it, but this time you don't get a choice. You're
staying here."

"You'd be a lot happier and more fulfilled if you pursued
someone who would willingly stay with you." Hikaru informed him.

"You really think that's possible?" He paused a moment, then
shook his head. "No one would want to stay with me."

"You don't know that." Hikaru said. "Genie says you were married
to your work before you became obsessed with me."

"The blue boy actually got something right." Mozenrath huffed.
"Yes, I was very attached to my work."

"So how would you know if anyone would stay with you or not?"
Hikaru wanted to know.

"From experience. I have never been what you might call
popular."

"You had a girlfriend or two, though." Hikaru pointed out. She
thought of Kikiyo and assumed there were others before her.

"I can zap up some books if you want to read." The sorcerer
changed the subject.

"I just woke up." Was Hikaru's reply.

"Right. You still look tired." He commented.

"I was up past four this morning." Hikaru explained.

"For you that's really late." Mozenrath raised his eyebrows.
He was relieved to be off the subject of him finding someone.

"You're doing it again."

"Even if I hadn't researched you I would know that you don't
stay up until 4 AM." Mozenrath pointed out. "And I can't help
knowing what I already know."

"Some people read novels, others stalk young teenage
princesses." Hikaru rolled her eyes.

"You sure you don't want to read?"

"Yes, I'm ready for a nap." She announced.

"Be my guest." Mozenrath said. Then he turned in his chair and
had a spell book appear in his hands. He began reading the index
for spells he had not fully learned.

Hikaru was a bit surprised that she got to do what she wanted
but she was too sleepy to really care. She snuggled up among the
pillows on the bed and fell asleep quickly.

Mozenrath glanced over at the sleeping Princess and smiled. Then
he flipped to the back of the book and had a revised version of
his new love spell appear in ink.


**********************

The four Princesses along with Primera, Aladdin and Jasmine
retraced the path that led from Volcana to Cosmos. Hikaru always
went this way, so the group fully expected to come across her.
They started to worry when they got halfway to Cosmos with no
sign of Hikaru.

"I saw her earlier." Primera insisted.

"Maybe she got distracted?" Umi suggested. She couldn't think
of any other good reason Hikaru wouldn't show up.

"Wait." Moeagaru halted the others. "Aren't those her shoes?"
She pointed up ahead to a pair of pink slip ons lying in the
path.

"They are!" Hanako gasped. "So she was here." They all ran
over to where the shoes lay, looking for clues.

"I see wolf tracks." Aladdin told the others. He knelt down
and gestured to where they were in the dirt.

"Kiba-Okami." Moeagaru said through gritted teeth.

"He's never succeeded in getting Hikaru before and he
certainly won't now." Kaze stated.

"Let's go on back to Cosmos and get help." Jasmine said. They
were almost there anyway, and it made sense to get some back up
before they launched an all out search for the Princess.

*************************


In the Cosmos' palace the group found Queen Hikaraseru. "Your
majesty," Aladdin called, as soon as he saw Hikaru's mother in a
hallway. "We must speak with you. It's about Hikaru."

Hikaraseru motioned everyone into a sitting room, then sat down
to listen.

"Hikaru was supposed to meet us earlier in Volcana, but she
didn't show up." Umi started.

"We went looking for her and found these." Moeagaru held up
Hikaru's slippers.

"And there were wolf tracks all around. We're afraid
Kiba-Okami might have her." Hanako wrung her hands in worry.

"Thank you all for the information." The Queen said as calmly
as possible. "I'll call an emergency meeting at once."


*****************************


Hikaraseru ordered that a search party be formed and go with
caution into the demonic forrest. It was up to Hikaru's friends
just who would go. Aladdin and Jasmine volunteered without
hesitation, as did Sango, Kagome and Cassim.

"We might need a few more people." Aladdin said, eyeing the
group.

"I'll go." Fonzie stated.

"You can't, you don't know this place like we do. It might be
too dangerous." Hanako reasoned.

"I said, I'm going." He repeated. "Richie will come too."

"I will?" Richie looked very surprised. "Oh....uh of course I
will. Anything to help Hikaru."

"We really don't want you getting hurt." Jasmine said softly.

"I ain't gonna get hurt, but the creep who took Hikaru might."
Fonzie frowned.

"Let the boys come along. We do have weapons." Cassim patted
his son on the shoulder. With a sigh Aladdin reluctantly agreed.
Next Moeagaru and Umi joined the search group.

"We'll stay here." Potsie offered with a goofy smile.

"Yeah we're more than happy to stay." Ralph added.

"Someone should be around in case Hikaru comes home." Potsie
explained after elbowing Ralph.

"Good thinking. I'm with them." Iago shouted. He landed on
Potsie's shoulder. "We're gonna get along real good." He
muttered to the teenager.

"You're going." Aladdin, Jasmine and Fonzie all said in
unison.



Before they left, Hikaraseru brought out some weapons and
magic items for Fonzie, Richie, Ralph and Potsie to use. "You
will need these for a place like the Demonic Forest," she
explained.
Potsie picked up a sword. "Somebody could really get hurt
with this," he observed.
"I think that's the point," Fonzie stated.
"Uh, maybe a sword is a bit too advanced for you," Hikari
said. She then looked over the items, and sized the boys up.
"You said you're a singer," she said to Potsie, handing to him
what people from the 20th century would call a microphone. "Sing
into this, and your words will get the upper hand on any enemy."
"What do I sing?" Potsie asked.
"You'll think of something when the time comes," Hikari said.
Then she flew to Ralph. "And you said you're a comedian," she
said.
"He thinks he is," Fonzie muttered.
Hikari handed Ralph a magic zapper. "Anyone who gets hit with
a ray from this will laugh as hard as Hikaru and Aladdin do when
Primera turns Rasoul into crazy things. If you aim for an enemy,
they won't be able to fight."
Next, she turned to Richie, handing him a magic pen and
notepad. "You say you are studying what you call journalism. In
your case, the pen will be mightier than the sword."
"What about Fonzie?" Richie asked.
"Fonzie has his own special power," Hikaraseru spoke up.
"That's right," Moeagaru remembered. "Hikaru said something
about him being so cool gives him special powers."

Minutes later, the four princesses, Genrou, Genie, Aladdin,
Jasmine, Iago, Abu, Carpet, Mamoru, Lantis, yusuke, Richie,
Ralph, Potsie, Fonzie, Ferio, Sango, Kagome and Cassim all set
out for the Demonic Forest, with Mamoru and Aladdin in the lead.
Hikari, Primera, Nyan Nyan and Jinsoku reluctantly stayed
behind, knowing they wouldn't be much help in the Demonic
Forest.
"Why do I have to go?" Iago whined. "I'm an animal, too! One
of those demons might eat me alive!"
"Don't worry," Moeagaru said, "you'll keep them away with
your loud mouth."

"I can't believe you talked me into this," Ralph cringed as
they entered the dark forest.
"Shh," Hanako commanded. "The trees have evil spirits in
them."
"Oh, now's a good time to tell us that!" Ralph said a bit
loudly.
"Would you shut up!" Iago shouted. "You're gonna give us
away!"
Suddenly, the Earth began to tremble, as a cinister man with
dark green hair rose up from the ground. "You cannot pass!" he
shouted.
"Who the devil is that?" Genrou asked Moeagaru.
"Kumori-Kuro," Moeagaru whispered. "One of the most evil tree
demons in the woods."
"I don't like this place!" Ralph whined, hiding behind
Fonzie.
"Would you cool it!" Fonzie ordered.
Kumori-Kuro advanced on Hanako. "Princess Hanako," he said,
"good to see you again."
"It's too bad I can't say the same for you," Hanako said,
stepping back.
"I'll tell you what," Kumori-Kuro said. "You come with me,
and I'll let your friends pass.
"She's not going anywhere with you, Thistle brain!" Moeagaru
called. She shot a couple of fireballs at the demon.
"Only you can prevent forest fires," the demon said, as he
sent vines up around the fire princess.
Kagome shot an arrow at the vines, releasing them.
Kumori-Kuro simply sent up thorns, ensnaring her, Sango and
Mamoru.
Potsie grasped his microphone, wondering how singing would
help the situation. He took the mic and began to sing the first
song that came to mind. "I wonder, wonder wonder who, who wrote
the book of love?" Potsie sang. "Tell me, tell me, tell me
Oh, who wrote the book of love?
I've got to know the answer, was it someone from above?..."
As Potsie sang his song, the plants ensnaring everybody
shriveled up.
"Keep singing, Pots!" Richie cried, as he noticed that
Kumori-Kuro began to look sleepy.
"I love you darling, baby you know I do," Potsie continued to
sing. "And I've got to see this book of love, and find out why
it's true..."
Kumori-Kuro started to slump down, but he fought hard to stay
awake. "I...won't...be beaten..." he got out.
"Chapter one says to love her, you love her with all your
heart
Chapter two you tell her, you're never never never gonna part
Chapter three remember, the meaning of romance
And chapter four you break up, but you give it just one more
chance
Oh I wonder, wonder wonder who, who wrote the book of love?"
By the time Potsie finished his song, the tree demon had lost
the battle and was on the ground fast asleep.
"Should I sing a hit from Buddy Holly now?" Potsie asked.
"No," Aladdin said, "that's good enough for now. We have to
rescue Hikaru."
"Just don't tell her you sing so well," Jasmine said, "unless
you're prepared to do some karaoke."
The group moved on, prepared for anything.
When they reached a clearing in the woods, they heard one of
the princesses scream. "Kaze!" they all cried. A large black
vulture had grabbed Kaze and was taking off with her.
"It's Hagetaka-Kuro," Hanako whispered.
Genie quickly morphed into a tight blue sort of uniform with
a red and yellow S on the chest, and a red cape. "Don't worry,
Kaze!" he called. "I'll rescue you!" He flew to the bird, but
the demon sent a green sort of rock at Genie. "Not Kriptonite!"
he cried, falling to the ground.
Yusuke formed a foot ball and threw it at the demon.
Hagetaka-Kuro dropped Kaze, who used her wind power to land
easily back on the ground.
"You won't get away that easily!" Hagetaka-kuro shouted,
flying after Kaze. Cassim threw a couple of throwing stars at
the overgrown bird, slowing it down. Then a ray hit him.
Hagetaka-Kuro fell from the sky, and started laughing
hysterically.
The others turned, to see that Ralph, in the process of
cowering had accidentally triggered the zapper. Dumb luck had
caused the ray to hit the vulture demon.
"I'll...get you...for this!" Hagetaka-Kuro got out through
bursts of laughter. The group simply moved on.

They had not gotten far when Hebi-Kuro, the evil snake demon
and lord of the Demonic Forest intercepted them. "Nobody causes
trouble in my forest and gets away with it!" he hissed.
"We just did," Moeagaru spat. "And I am not in the mood to
deal with you!"
"Princess Moeagaru!" Hebi-Kuro inched closer to the fire
princess. "You can come into my forest anytime you want." With
that, several of his followers sprang from the ground, ensnaring
Moeagaru. Then suddenly, they dropped her and retreated back
into the ground. "What the... Hey! I didn't tell you to...get
back here!" Hebi-Kuro shouted. Then his attitude changed. "I
best be getting home. My mom told me if I don't clean my room, I
won't be able to play with the other demons." The evil snake
demon left a confused group of heroes and returned to his
castle.
Everybody looked at Richie who was writing in the magic
notebook.
"What did you write?" Jasmine asked the aspiring journalist.
"Well, I started to write what was going on," Richie
explained. "Then I made a comment--" he pointed to what he wrote
"about the fire princess being too hot to handle. That's when
the snakes dropped her, so then I got the idea that the head
snake's mother must want him to clean his room, or she wouldn't
let him play with the other demons."
"What a clever tactic!" Hanako observed.
"Hikaru would do that," Moeagaru said, remembering the chaos
Hikaru had caused in Mozenrath's castle a few weeks ago.
The group continued on.

Now, they were getting closer to Kiba-Okami's hideout.
Suddenly, a pack of wolves and a wolf demon approached.
"What did you do with..." Moeagaru trailed off. "You're not
Kiba-Okami!"
"Demned right I'm not!" the wolf demon snarled. "Don't you
dare confuse me with that mentally-challenged pitiful excuse for
a demon! I oughtta send my pack after you for that!" The
mysterious wolf demon signaled to his pack, who lunged at the
group.
When the wolves got within inches of our heroes, Fonzie
simply snapped his fingers, sending the wolves back toward their
master.
"Hey! That wasn't my order!" the wolf demon screamed as his
own pack attacked him. The demon ran screaming as his wolves
chased him.
"That was great, Fonzie!" Umi exclaimed.
"I have a way with dumb animals," Fonzie said.
Finally, the group approached Kiba-Okami's hideout.
"Get your weapons ready," Aladdin instructed. "We may need
them."

Mozenrath had waited a little over an hour and a half for
Hikaru to get some rest. He had busied himself by taking away
the facade of Hikaru's home and giving the girl some false
memories. Now it was time to work some real magic. Fortunately
for Mozenrath this time his spell wouldn't make him quite as
tired. It was always best to strike when the person was
sleeping. The stronger their will or the more angry they were
was what took away the sorcerer's energy.
He looked around the room. It needed to look like a woman lived
in it. So Mozenrath added curtains to the windows, in Hikaru's
signature color - pink, then he had several candles appear to
better light the room. The wizard walked over to the slumbering
Princess. She was certainly cute, all curled up in the pillows.
He sat on the bed, then leaned over Hikaru giving her a warm
kiss on the lips. As he touched her the love spell seeped into
Hikaru.
Hikaru awoke to someone's lips against her own. Her eyes
fluttered, then opened, as she allowed Mozenrath to continue
kissing her.
"Feeling rested now?" Mozenrath asked, once he broke the kiss.
Hikaru sat up and pushed her hair out of her face. "Yeah," she
said, "I can't believe how tired I was."
"Glad you feel better." Mozenrath told her.
"Thanks again for saving me," Hikaru said.
"I believe you might have done the same for me." Mozenrath told
her
"You know I would," Hikaru replied.
Mozenrath smiled and helped her off the bed. "Hungry?"
Hikaru nodded. "I don't think I ate anything since breakfast,"
she said.
Mozenrath snapped his fingers and had an assortment of food
appear on the table.
Hikaru ran to the table, and helped herself to some chicken,
rice and vegetables, thrilled that the food was void of any
mushrooms.
Mozenrath sat down to eat as well. "Hikaru, slow down. The food
isn't going anywhere." he said.
"When I eat it, it does," Hikaru said, stopping long enough to
talk.
"I guess so." Mozenrath chuckled. "Just don't choke."
"I won't just so long as you remember that rule about making me
laugh while I'm eating," Hikaru said.
"Of course." He nodded.

A half hour later, Hikaru was sitting with Mozenrath,
practically in his lap. The two had been silent for ten minutes,
so Hikaru zapped up a pink sparkly rubber ball and began
bouncing it off the wall and catching it.
"You're very good at that." Mozenrath commented.
"I bet you'd be if you tried it," Hikaru told him.
"I think I will try it." Mozenrath snapped his fingers and had
a dark blue ball appear in his hand. He threw it up against the
wall a couple times, but the third time, the ball bounced too
hard and hit the other wall.
Hikaru laughed so hard she lost control of her own ball and it
flew out the window. "Darn it!" she said, zapping up a new ball.
Before she began to bounce it, Mozenrath's ball bounced back,
hitting the sorcerer in the head.
"Um, you're not supposed to throw it that hard," Hikaru said.
"I figured that." The dizzy wizard mumbled.
Hikaru started bouncing her ball off the wall again. After
having bounced the ball ten times, it flew out the window, so
she zapped up another one.
"Darn it!" Hikaru said, zapping up another ball and bouncing
it. She repeated this process of zapping up balls, bouncing them
until they flew out the window, and then zapping up new ones.
Mozenrath waved his hand and a cover appeared over the window.

"But now I can't look out the window," Hikaru whined.
Mozenrath simply waved his hand again, making the cover
transparent.
"Wow! You can do just about anything with your magic, can't
you!" Hikaru squealed.
"Just about. But so can you. The more you study, the more you
learn."
"I used to turn mushrooms into strawberries, but I don't even
have to eat them anymore if I don't want to, so what's the
point?"
"When I was first learning magic I practiced changing foods
into other things."
"Must be a kid thing," Hikaru shrugged. She got bored with
bouncing the ball, so she zapped up two more and tried juggling.
Unfortunately this was a skill she had not yet learned real
well, so the balls went across the room.
"See that space across the room?" Mozenrath asked. "Keep
watching it." He waved his hand and created a majestic show of
dozens of sparkling fireworks.
"Awesome!" Hikaru said, amazed.
"I thought you would like that." Mozenrath said.
"You know me too well," Hikaru said, moving closer to the
wizard.
Mozenrath put an arm around Hikaru, hugging her to his chest.
"I'm always up for finding out more about you. You are my life."
The sorcerer said, leaning down closer to the Princess. He
wrapped his other arm around her and gave her a passionate kiss.

**I know, lame. Now I must go to bed.**


With their weapons drawn Aladdin and the others stepped into
Kiba-Okami's hideout. It was eerily quiet. Jasmine started to go
around a corner but Aladdin held out his arm to stop her. "Wait,
we don't know what's in there. Stay close."

Mamoru and Aladdin cautiously rounded the corner. When they did
they saw the gruesome remains of Kiba-Okami surrounded by blood.
The guys turned around and asked the girls to go back.

"What is it?" Jasmine questioned.

"Can wolf demons die?" Aladdin asked, directing his question
at Hanako.

"Yes. There are a couple of ways to kill them." She responded.

"Well I think this one's dead." Aladdin said to the group.

"He certainly looks dead." Mamoru agreed.

"Hikaru isn't here?" Umi bit her lip, worried.

"No where in sight." Aladdin's shoulder's slumped. Mamoru
started ushering the girls out the way they came in. No need for
them to see such violence.

"Maybe Hikaru killed him with her septor and got away." Kaze
reasoned hopefully.

"It's possible," Aladdin nodded. "But why hasn't she contacted
me?"

"What if she can't?" Moeagaru frowned. "She may be hurt... we
have to track her down."

"Could we go back to that fancy palace?" Ralph wanted to know.

"Yeah you don't need us." Potsie added.

"You two are such chickens." Fonzie said crossing his arms.

"They'll be safer there....so I guess if that's what you
want..." Aladdin said.

"It is!" Ralph cried. "I've had enough monsters and adventure
to last forever."

"Same here." Potsie moved behind Fonzie.

"Fine, have it your way." Fonzie told them.

"Carpet can take you back." Jasmine offered, giving the rug a
pat.

"We have to ride on that again?" Ralph looked petrified.

"It's either that or come with us." Aladdin pointed out. Genie
and Kaze could make sure the group got to where they needed to
be.

"Ok...." Potsie stammered, eyeing Carpet. "You sure this thing
is safe?"

"Carpet isn't a 'thing' and yes, I have known and trusted
Carpet for years." Aladdin said with certainty.


**************************

Minutes later Ralph and Potsie were on their way back to Queen
Hikaraseru's palace and the rest of the group was trying to
figure out what move to make next.

"We have to find Hikaru quickly." Hanako insisted.

"We could use my mirr-- oh no." Umi sighed, stopping
mid-sentence.

"What?" Fonzie asked.

"I was going to say we could use my magic mirror to find
Hikaru, but I don't have it." She confessed.

"Do you know where it is?" Jasmine wanted to know.

"Either in Aquadom or Agrabah." Umi hung her head.

"Oh great." Iago yelled in frustration.

"We don't have time to look both places." Moeagaru pointed
out.

"But we could get someone else to help." Hanako suggested with
a half smile.

"Of course....Mizu." Kaze picked up on her friend's idea.


**********************


The heros arrived in Aquadom and headed straight for the shrine.
That's where Priestess Mizu would most likely be.

"Remember, we must cleanse before entering." Hanako said as
they approached the marble steps leading to the shrine. Everyone
stepped to the side stream and rinsed off.

Inside they found Mizu in a center room. She was a young girl
with long light brown locks, decorated with pearls and shells.
"Well hello!" She smiled when she saw them. "What a pleasent
surprise."

"I wish this were a friendly visit." Umi told her. "But we
need help. We can't find Hikaru."

"Oh, I see. You've misplaced your mirror again Umi?" The
preistess raised both eyebrows.

"Sort of." Umi looked a little embarrassed.

"That's all right, let's see what I can do." Mizu motioned for
them to follow her.
Mizu lead the group into a room with a large fountain. "This
is the very water Umi's mirror is made from," she explained.
Waving her hand over the surface, she said, "Show me where
Princess Hikaru is." Seconds later, an image of a castle on a
mountain formed.
"I've heard of that place!" Hanako said. "But why would she
be there?"
"I have no idea," Mamoru spoke up, "but I have a feeling
something is keeping her there. It's the same preminition I had
when Mozenrath used the damashi herb on her, and when..."
"Damashi?" Fonzie asked. "Is that a kind of mushroom?"
"Uh, no," Hanako said, laughing a bit. "Damashi means
deception. Mozenrath used the herb to awaken Hikaru from a sleep
spell and make her think she was in love with him. But she has
said that all she remembers about that is the pain she felt in
her heart. A love spell cast on someone who is in love with
someone else will do that."
"I have a feeling he used some sort of love spell on her
again," Mamoru said, remembering the time Mozenrath took Hikaru
to the flying island in that other dimention.
"Is there a way to break the spell?" Richie asked. "I could
use my notebook..."
"I'm afraid that won't work," Hanako said. "The notebook is
only for temporary spells. You can't use it to break another
spell. True love is the only thing that can break a love spell."
"More kissing?" Iago whined. "Not more kissing!"
"True love doesn't always mean kissing," Umi said.
"Yeah," Moeagaru added. "But if Mamoru has to kiss Hikaru,
you'll just have to get over it."
"Mizu-san," Umi said, "can you produce a map to this castle?"
"I can and will," Mizu said, waving her hand over the image
in the fountain and producing a map.
Minutes later, with the help of Kaze and Genie, the group was
headed in the direction of the castle. Kagome and Sango stayed
behind, but Cassim went with the group, even though he was a bit
uneasy about flying in midair.
"Don't worry," Kaze said, "I fly like this all the time! It's
perfectly safe."
Cassim took Kaze's word for it, but stayed relatively close
to the wind princess, so he'd be safe from falling.

Back in the castle on the mountain, Hikaru felt a sharp pain
in her heart, and flinched.
"What's wrong?" Mozenrath asked.
"Pain..." Hikaru said, moving toward the window. "As if my
heart's going to burst."
"Lay down, I'll get you a cool cloth." Mozenrath said.
Hikaru laid down on the bed and shut her eyes. Why did she feel
this way from time to time? It was as if there was an emptiness
that was being filled with something that didn't belong there.
Mozenrath brought her a cool rag to put on her forehead. "Does
that help any?"
"Yeah," Hikaru said. "I don't know why I feel this way. It's
almost like I'm disappointing someone in a way."
"You aren't disappointing anyone, Hikaru. Maybe you are just
getting sick?" Mozenrath suggested. "There's a virus going
around..."
"I was fine earlier," she insisted.
"Well something hit you." Mozenrath said, concern on his face.
He knew exactly what was wrong but he wasn't about to tell her.
"You're so good to me," Hikaru said softly, leaning back among
the pillows.
"Because you are so important to me." Mozenrath told her.
Inside he was very mad. It was Mamoru's fault! If it weren't for
him it would be easy to take Hikaru away from everything. But no
matter what spell Mozenrath used Hikaru always felt pain as if
she were missing something. Well, that could be fixed. Sooner or
later he would make sure Hikaru forgot the wimpy knight forever!
"Remember that island we visited?" Hikaru asked. "Months ago?"
"The one in the sky or on the water?"
"The one in the water. The one in the sky was fairly recent."
"Ahh, yes I remember it well."
"I'd like to visit it again someday. It was so peaceful there."
"I would like that too." Mozenrath said.
"That would be awesome," Hikaru said. Then she sat up. "I think
I'm feeling alittle bit better."
"Wonderful! But rest if you think you need to."
Hikaru fully sat up and leaned up against Mozenrath.
"I don't know what I would do without you." Mozenrath murmered
to Hikaru.
"The stars are so pretty tonight," Hikaru commented.
"Yes, they are certainly bright from here." Mozenrath said.
Really he didn't care, but he knew Hikaru loved the stars.
"It must be a clear night. I'm hungry."
Mozenrath held out his hand and zapped up a chocolate shake and
some french fries for Hikaru. "Here you go."
"Ooh!" Hikaru squealed, taking the food. "I haven't had french
fries in a million years!"
"Hikaru, you're fourteen. That's not possible." Mozenrath
pointed out.
"Ok, it seems like a million years." Hikaru started dipping the
french fries into the shake and eating them.
"That doesn't look so good." Mozenrath moved a couple of steps
away.
"It's very good," Hikaru insisted. "You can do just about
anything with french fries. Chili, catchup, or ice cream."
"Hmm." Mozenrath looked at the fries and the shake. "I never
would have thought to put those two things together."
"Most people don't." Hikaru started eating her fries the right
way.
Hikaru finished eating, then zapped up "Anne of Avonlea" and
started reading it.
"You're reading about a red-head?" Mozenrath asked.
"I like Anne," Hikaru said. "She is a lot like me, in a way.
Except she has more of a temper. But by this book, she can
pretty much keep it in check. I have read this book before."
"I see," Mozenrath said.
"I could read it out loud, if you want." Hikaru offered. "Since
I read it before."
"Go ahead. if this Anne is like you, then maybe I'd like her."
Hikaru began reading the book out loud. She noticed Mozenrath
laughed a bit when Mr. Harrison called Anne a redheaded snippet,
and wondered inside what the sorcerer had against redheads.


An hour later, a commotion could be heard. Hikaru felt like
she'd been jerked awake, only this time she remembered
everything clearly. She had been under some sort of love spell,
and hadn't remembered her friends or Mamoru. But she had felt a
pain in her heart. Now that her friends were here, and now that
her true love was nearby, the spell had been broken. Still,
Hikaru knew that Mozenrath wouldn't let that stop him from
keeping her.

Mamoru led the way into the castle. Because they flew there the
group didn't have to face climbing the steep mountain. Genie
blasted open door after door with his magic, until they found
Hikaru and Mozenrath on the second floor.

"Hikaru!" Mamoru called out. The others ran in right behind
him.

"Mamo-Chan!" She shrieked, running to him. Mozenrath stopped
her when she was just feet away from her true love.

"No!" He used his magic to grab the Princess and pull her back
toward him. Instantly chains appeared, and they connected Hikaru
to the nearest wall.

"Let her go!" Mamoru demanded.

"Not a chance." Mozenrath growled back.


"You know we won't let you win." Aladdin reasoned.

"I'm ready to fight." Mozenrath said.

"And we're ready to beat you." Moeagaru glared at the
sorcerer.

Mamoru rushed toward Mozenrath, with his sword drawn. He almost
stabbed him but the wizard moved just in time. "You'll have to
do better than that." Mozenrath laughed evilly.

"How about this?" Aladdin shot a ball of yellow spirit energy
out of his hands. He had only done that once before, when
practicing with Hikari. He was a bit surprised he had control of
it, but it did come in very handy. It hit Mozenrath in the
shoulder, knocking him down. But he got up much too quickly.

"So you learned a new trick, huh?" He said coldly to Aladdin.
"Still not good enough." He fired off several blasts of his own
at the heros. He hit Umi and Cassim and both cried out in pain.
The wounds were painful but not too serious.

"How could you be so ruthless?" Jasmine narrowed her eyes at
the villain.

"It's what I do best." Mozenrath retorted.

Princess Jasmine concentrated and raised a hand at the wizard.
She had more power that he hadn't seen yet. She lifted Mozenrath
high in the air, then made a fist and dropped him hard.

"Cool!" Hikaru clapped from where she was.

"No cheering!" Mozenrath ordered. He sent an energy ball at
Jasmine, but she managed to jump over it.

"It isn't nice to throw things at a lady!" Cassim yelled
tossing a sharp throwing star at the sorcerer. He wanted to
throw more than one but his injury was in one arm, limiting what
he could do.

"Eat dirt, creep!" Hanako sent mud wrapped in thorny wines at
Mozenrath. Some of the thorns stuck into his leg, causing him to
wince. He retaliated by sending lightening after Hanako. She was
forced to dodge it by dropping to the floor.

"Care to try that on me?" Kaze challenged.

"Love to." The sorcerer grinned. He shot a huge string of
lightening at Kaze. She muttered something and held up her
palms, stopping the lightening in midair and sending it back at
Mozenrath. He was barely able to get out of the way in time.

"Stop!" Hikaru suddenly screamed. "He's had enough."

"What?" Mamoru and Moeagaru asked in unison.

"He saved me. He got me away from that awful Kiba-Okami."
Hikaru explained. "So, I'm sending you home." She turned to
Mozenrath. She pointed to him and the wizard vanished.

"All right, another worst punishment spell." Aladdin said.

"No, not this time." Hikaru shook her head. Mamoru was quick
to get to her and break the chains with his trusty sword.

"What do you mean?" He questioned, embracing Hikaru.

"Mozenrath isn't all bad. I mean, his spirit isn't completely
evil. I can see the good left in him. And like I said he saved
me. I just wanted to go a little easy on him this time. So, no
spell. I just sent him home, that way he can't stop me from
leaving."

"You really think there's good in him?" Aladdin raised his
eyebrows. Hikaru walked over to Umi and Cassim and began healing
them.

"I know there is." Hikaru replied. "Now he's out of the way,
let's go home."


***************************

Mozenrath looked around. He was back in the Land of the Black
Sand. He started checking behind things, searching for
Kiba-Okami or whatever else Hikaru might have sent along with
him. But he found nothing. She just sent him back? He sat down a
little confused. Maybe she was being kind because he had saved
her life. That was just like Princess Hikaru. The wizard knew
now that he and Hikaru were even more perfect together than he
had originally thought. He'd had a great time with her over the
last few hours, he was not about to lose her.

"I think it's about time to use my special spell." He smiled
to himself.

Three days later, everybody headed to the Crystal Heart Cafe
for some karaoke. Presea had returned, and had agreed to send
Fonzie, Richie, Ralph and Potsie back the next day.
Hikaru was onstage singing 'In Your Eyes.' "Looking in your
eyes," Hikaru sang.
"How I hope that you will see my heart
That our lives will meet -- never have to part

Feelings here inside
How I wish the world would go away
All would disappear -- but you and I would stay
And I'd be -- forever in your eyes

Standing in the dark
Wanting only to be next to you
Shine your light on me -- nothing else will do

Deep inside my heart
I believe that you and I could be
Friends forever more -- through eternity
And you'd see -- me forever in your eyes

The two of us together
I see it in my dream
Nothing can tear us apart
Through any kind of weather
It's always you and me
Together we can stand the test of time..."
When the song ended, Hikaru stepped offstage.
"You're not going to sing more?" Aladdin asked, surprised.
"Oh, I will," Hikaru promised. "But I thought I'd give
someone else a chance to sing. Potsie? I heard you sing pretty
good."
"Who told you?" Potsie asked.
"Fonzie said so before, and Umi said you sang one of the tree
demons to sleep. That only works for people who know how to
sing, so get up there."
Potsie obeyed Hikaru. Afterall, she was the princess of this
kingdom. "Well, where oh where can my baby be?
The Lord took her away from me.
She's gone to heaven, so I got to be good,
so I can see my baby when I leave this world..."
As Potsie sang, a couple tears rolled down Hikaru's cheeks.
When the song ended, Mamoru went up to sing a song called
'Daydream Believer.'
"Oh I could hide 'neath the wing
Of the blue bird as she sings
The six-o'clock alarm would never ring
But six rings and I rise
Wipe the sleep out of my eyes
The shaving razor's cold and it stings

Cheer up sleepy Jean
Oh what can it mean to a
Daydream believer and a
Homecoming queen

You once thought of me
As a white knight on his steed
Now you know how happy I can be
Oh, our good times start and end
Without dollar one to spend
But how much baby do we really need..."
Everybody clapped when Mamoru finished his song, and Hikaru
gave him a hug as he returned to her. Then she motioned to
Moeagaru and Hanako. "Let's sing about Mokona!" she said
excitedly. The three went up to the stage.
"Let's dance to Mokona's lead Everybody let's make friends
and dance together," Hikaru sang.
""Pupupu Pupupu Pupupu Pupupu" Singing and dancing are fun

It's the Mokona everyone knows Always laughing and
chuckling
Bitter things Spiteful things All of them he throws aside
with a
"Popopoi no poi"

The jewel on his head gleams pink
Courage and strength come gushing forth

"Pu-pu" Let us sing Bring our voices together "Pu-pu" Make
it lively
"Pu-pu" Let us dance Let's turn round and round "Pu-pu"
It's Mokona's lead."
"Let's beat to Mokona's lead Everyone let's join our hands
together," Moeagaru sang.
""Pupupu Pupupu Pupupu Pupupu" I don't know but it feels
good

It's everyone's favorite Mokona Always laughing and
barking
Lonely feelings sad feelings All of them he wraps up with
a
"Dededei no dei"

The jewel on his head gleams red
Sympathy and kindness of heart come gushing forth

"Pu-pu" Let us sing Bring our voices together "Pu-pu" Make
it lively
"Pu-pu" Let us dance round and round "Pu-pu" It's Mokona's
lead."
"Let's sing to Mokona's lead Everyone let's all sing
together," Hanako sang.
"Pupupu Pupupu Pupupu Pupupu" It's really a nice feeling

Always gentle Mokona-San Inspiring us with a smile
Things such as tears All of them he wraps up with an
"Eieiei no ei"

The jewel on his head gleams green
Faith and friendship come gushing forth

"Pu-pu" Let us sing Bring our voices together "Pu-pu" Make
it lively
"Pu-pu" Let us dance round and round "Pu-pu" It's Mokona's
lead."
When the song was over, Moeagaru and Hanako returned to their
seats, but Hikaru stayed onstage to sing another song. "Just
like a wing, spread your arms wide
Wow... wow...
So, it's all right, blow off your anxiety
Wow... wow...
The sensors of my heart are catching palpitations
I wonder if it could be that I am in love?
The magic of my smile I am offering to you
I will give you the wonder that only I have
*I can feel it, the next world, I believe that
Someday my dreams will surely come true..."
"She's pretty good at singing," Richie commented.
"Hikaru was singing before she could talk," Hikari told him.
"I believe it," Fonzie commented.
"Can she sing anything you ask her to?" Richie asked.
"Sure," Aladdin said. "Minako showed her a song that was new
to her not too long ago, and she did pretty well, I think."
Richie approached Genie, who was running the karaoke music at
the moment, and whispered something in his ear. Genie nodded,
and floated over to Hikaru, who just finished up her song.
"I can certainly try," Hikaru said, in response to Genie.
Richie headed back to his seat.
"Did you get her to sing something else?" Jasmine asked.
"I got her to sing something from the 1950s," Richie
explained.
Onstage, Hikaru began her song. "Guess mine is not the first
heart broken
My eyes are not the first to cry
I'm not the first to know there's
Just no getting over you

You know I'm just a fool who's willing
To sit around and wait for you
But baby can't you see there's nothing else for me to do
I'm hopelessly devoted to you

But now there's no where to hide
Since you pushed my heart aside
I'm outta my head hopelessly devoted to you
Hopelessly devoted to you
Hopelessly devoted to you

My head is saying fool forget him
My heart is saying don't let go
Hold on to the end that's what I intend to do
I'm hopelessly devoted to you

But now there's no where to hide
Since you pushed my love aside
I'm outta my head hopelessly devoted to you
Hopelessly devoted to you
Hopelessly devoted to you" After Hikaru finished this song,
everybody clapped. SHe then decided she would sing one last
song; her favourite, Moonlight Densetsu.

The next day, Hikaru, Aladdin, Jasmine, Genie and Moeagaru
walked the future boys to Presea's home so they could be sent to
their own time.
"It's been pretty interesting," Richie said. "Sure beats my
encounter with Mork by a long shot."
"Mork sounds pretty interesting," Genie said. Richie had told
the others about an experience he had had where someone named
Mork had visited him.
"Yeah," Aladdin said, "he sounds an awful lot like Genie."
"I noticed that from what Richie said, too," Hikaru said. "Do
you suppose..." she looked at Genie. "Nah, couldn't be."

Once at Presea's house, the boys said their good-byes.
"Maybe I'll get inspired to write a fairy tale or two of my
own, if journalism doesn't work out for me," Richie told them.
"If you do, I'd love to read them," Hikaru said.
Then Fonzie approached Hikaru. "Don't ever change," he told
her. "I know you'll make a great queen someday and evil don't
stand a chance against you."
"It's time to go!" Presea said. She led Fonzie, Richie, Ralph
and Potsie into another room and sent them back to their own
world. They would arrive at the exact time they had left, so it
would be as if they hadn't gone anywhere.

The next day, the group had returned to Agrabah.
"What an interesting week it's been!" Umi commented.
"Never a dull moment for us," Kaze agreed.
"I wonder what it's like for people who live lives without
fighting villians, receiving visitors from other worlds or
watching Primera and Rasoul go at it," Hikaru wondered.
"Boring," Moeagaru guessed. "Hey, speaking of Rasoul, I
haven't seen him since we got back. He and Primera would be on
their fourth fight by now."
Hikaru stopped a couple of the palace guards who were walking
past. "What happened to Rasoul?" she asked.
"The spell that that fairy put on him didn't wear off quite
as quickly as she guessed," one guard said. "The Sultan got
tired of him saying 'smurf' after every other word. It was hard
to know what Rasoul was saying."
"Rasoul got fired?" Hikaru asked, surprised.
"No, but he got a vacation," the other guard said. "Then we
got tired of him saying smurf this and smurf that, so we tied
him up and threw him in a tower of the palace until the spell
wears off."
"Or until we feel like untying him," the first guard said.
"The past couple of days have been pretty nice here without
Rasoul. to throw his weight around."
"Couple of days!" Hikaru exclaimed.

In one of the palace, towers, Rasoul struggled against the
ropes that bound him. "Untie me this instant!" he shouted. "When
I smurf my hands on you, there's going to be smurf to pay!" No
answer. "Come on! Smurf me out of here! This isn't smurfy! When
I smurf out of here, you're all going to be smurfing the smurf
with your smurfs!"

