Adventures in Agrabah - Part 25 - Turning The Tides

Aladdin and Jasmine waited downstairs for the girls. Aladdin's
father would be arriving soon, and when he did, they would all
be going to the beach.
"The girls certainly have earned the trip," Jasmine said.
"They study so hard."
"Yeah," Aladdin said, "they've come quite a long way."

Hikaru headed down the hall. She did not run, because she was
carrying a lot of stuff at the moment. She had her surf board,
and a pair of inline skates. Inline skates weren't very common
in many places, but it was a popular sport back home. Hikaru had
brought her skates from home last time she had visited. She was
happy at finally getting to use them. Since she used to get
scolded for skating down the palace halls at home, she figured
that Jasmine wouldn't like that any better than Hikaru's mother,
so Hikaru contented herself to wait until the gang went to the
beach again.

Hikaru came downstairs to meet the rest of the group. The
other four princesses, their companions, Iago, Abu and Genie
were coming down as well.
"Hikaru," Jasmine asked, eyeing Hikaru's skates. "What are
those?"
"They're inline skates," Hikaru explained. "I love skating,
and plan to do some along the boardwalk at the beach."
"Cool!" Kaze said, "I brought mine, too! Moe-chan, ya gonna
go skating?"
"MAybe," Moeagaru said.
"What time are the guys meeting us there?" Umi asked,
referring to Mamoru, Genrou, Keisuke, Ferio, Lantis and Yusuke.
"About eleven-thirty," Sadira said, joining the group. Cassim
was right behind her.
"Cool!" Hikaru said. "I think this time I'm going to skate,
and check out the shops along the boardwalk. I didn't really get
to do that last time we went to the beach."
"What's skating?" Cassim asked. HE hadn't yet seen anybody do
it in the Five Kingdoms.
"You go around on these," Hikaru held up the inline skates.
"It's a blast! You should try it!"
"No thanks," Cassim shook his head. "You've pursuaded me to
enjoy flying, but I prefer my shoes without wheels."
"Awww..." Hikaru said. "But it's like flying. Aladdin, you
should try it! Bet you'd be real good at it! I did see someone
in another dimention who reminded me of you, but he had a board
with wheels. We call them skateboards. Anyway, it's similar to
skating, so I bet you could skate."
"Sounds like fun," Aladdin smiled.
"Just don't go breaking your neck," Cassim said, smiling a
bit. The others laughed.
"Can we get going?" Iago said impatiently. "If I wanted to
get there tomorrow..."
Moeagaru gave Iago a dirty look, so the bird shut up.
Fifteen minutes later, the group was headed to the beach.

Minutes after they had arrived at the beach, Hikaru started
putting on her skates. Kaze saw her and plopped down in the sand
to slip hers on as well. As soon as Kaze had her skates tied she
started flying straight up.

"Ooo, I see a great place to skate!" She announced from up in
the air.

"Is it near the stores?" Hikaru questioned. She hadn't been to
any of the little shops near their camp site but she did know
what area they were in.

"Sure is." Kaze responded. "The smooth surface goes all around
the shops and tents."

"It's within walking distance." Aladdin told them, overhearing
the conversation. "Less than half a mile that way." He pointed.
"Mind if I tag along? I'd like to see what skating is like."

"Of course you can come." Hikaru smiled. "You'll love
skating."

"How can I try it? I don't have skates." Aladdin brought up.

"No problem." Hikaru used her magic to make a pair of black
and yellow skates appear. She handed them to Aladdin. "I hope
they fit."

"Thanks, Hikaru." Aladdin beamed. Now he was really excited
about trying out a new sport.

Several feet away Cassim leaned down to whisper to Jasmine.
"Maybe you should go supervise." He suggested. "That son of mine
will be too busy rolling around to see to it no one gets hurt."

"I'm sure they'll be fine. But I think I will go... out of
curiosity." She had never seen skates before, much less someone
riding on them.

"Here Jas, you'll need these." Genie said from beside Jasmine.
With a small puff of smoke a pair of light purple skates
appeared in his hands. "Size 6, right?"

"Right. Thanks!" Jasmine said gratefully. "Don't you want to
go too?"

"Nah, I plan on doing some surfing, Dude!" Genie replied. In a
flash he had on red swim trunks and was holding a gold colored
board.

"Have fun!" Jasmine called as Genie went for the ocean. Then
she waved to Cassim as she hurried over to where Aladdin, Hikaru
and Kaze were.

"Be careful!" Cassim hollered.

"Hey Jasmine!" Kaze welcomed her.

"Are you going to try skating too?" Hikaru asked excitedly,
noticing the skates Jasmine held.

"Why not?" Jasmine grinned. Aladdin put an arm around his
wife, glad that they could learn how to skate together.


When the small group got to the cemented area by the shops
Aladdin and Jasmine helped each other put on the shoes with
wheels. Hikaru and Kaze twirled around in circles as they
waited.

"Oh, be careful standing up." Kaze advised. Aladdin balanced
himself well and rose up fairly quick. Jasmine took it a little
slower.

"Good!" Hikaru cheered.

"Now, try rolling forward." Kaze told them.

Aladdin started forward, but his feet began to go in opposite
directions. Jasmine cautiously stepped with one foot and then
the other, but where she stood the concrete was a little uneven.
Her feet went ahead and her torso slipped backwards. Kaze sent a
burst of wind to keep both Jasmine and Aladdin from hurting
themselves.

"Thanks." Aladdin and Jasmine chorused.

"Don't worry, you'll get it." Hikaru encouraged them. She
rolled over to Jasmine and grabbed her arm. Then she pulled the
older Princess with her and skated slowly around.

"You just have to keep balanced. I know you can do that." Kaze
said, "One foot after the other, kinda like a stride." She gave
Aladdin a soft shove to get him started.

"This is easy." Aladdin smiled as he went faster on the
wheels. Unfortunately he couldn't stop and went right off the
cement and into the sand head first.

"Oh!" Hikaru cried in alarm. "We should have covered how to
break."

Concern fueled Jasmine and she managed to smoothly get herself
over to her husband. "Are you all right?"

"Never better." Aladdin told her as he dusted sand out of his
hair.

"Good, cause that was pretty funny!" Kaze exclaimed, leaning
down with her hands on her knees. Hikaru covered her mouth with
her hand, trying not to laugh....but a few giggles got out.

"At least you landed on soft sand." Jasmine winked.

"Everyone falls once in a while." Hikaru explained. "For
beginners you two are doing very well."


***********************


Back at the ocean's edge the boys were arriving. Yusuke and
Genrou were first. "Let's hit the waves!" Yusuke suggested,
seeing Genie already out on the water.

"Okay, just as soon as I say hi to Moeagaru." Genrou replied.
He spotted his girlfriend and took off in her direction.

A couple of minutes later the rest of the guys got there.
Keisuke found Sadira and Hanako designing a little sand city.
Sadira had made plenty of sand castles, so she wanted to try
something new, and Hanako had volunteered to help.

"I knew you'd be playing in the dirt." Keisuke joked, walking
up behind Sadira. She got to her feet and hugged his neck.

"Of course." She smiled.

"Ferio!" Hanako called when she caught sight of him. He came
over to her, holding an orange book.

"I missed you." He said sweetly, kissing Hanako on the cheek.
"I saw this and knew you had to have it." Ferio held out the
book.

"'A Guide to Agrabah's Plant Life'. Oh thank you!" She
clutched the book close to her.

"I bet I know where Umi is." Lantis said as he passed Iago. She
would never pass up a chance to go for a swim.

"Oh yeah....real brain teaser." The bird muttered. "Hey!" Iago
shouted at Abu and Jinsoku - they were getting into the food bag
Aladdin had packed. "Don't you have any manners? That's MY food!
I called dibs on it!"

Mamoru sat down beside a table that Nyan Nyan and Mokona were
lounging on. Carpet was just a couple of feet away, laying in
the sun. "Hikaru went skating." Nyan Nyan informed Mamoru.

"Great I know she loves that." He nodded. He wasn't the best
skater, but he did enjoy watching Hikaru. Mamoru gazed out at
the sea for a moment, then decided to join Yusuke, who looked
like he was having a blast.

*************************

"I see why this is almost unheard of in Agrabah." Jasmine
commented, gliding past Aladdin. She was quickly getting the
hang of having wheels for feet.

"Kind of hard to skate over sand dunes." Aladdin nodded. He
too was more steady and moving faster.

"My, you two are fast learners." Kaze complimented her
Agrabanian friends.

"I knew you could do it!" Hikaru clapped her hands.

"It is fun, almost as fun as flying." Aladdin smiled at Kaze.

"Almost." Kaze agreed.

"I just wish we had gotten to try this sooner." Jasmine added.
She was now practicing how to stop properly.

"Well, you'll know how from now on." Hikaru pointed out.

Later that day, Saleen and Serena joined the group of skaters.
"I've never tried skating before," Serena said. "It looks
like fun!"
"It's lots of fun!" Hikaru assured her, zapping up a pair of
skates for her to use. She zapped up another pair for Saleen.
"You gotta try it, too!" she told her, handing her the skates.
The group started out. Serena did quite well for a beginner,
only falling down once or twice. Saleen, on the other hand, was
having a hard time, so Hikaru helped her keep her balance.
"come on, Saleen, it's so easy!" Serena told her sister.
"You're quite a natural at that," A guy with dark hair,
carrying a skateboard came up alongside Serena. "Do you skate
often?"
"This is my first try," Serena said.
"Really?" the guy said. "You could have fooled me. My name's
Kusinagi. What's yours?"
"My name's Serena, and this is my sister Saleen, and our
friend Hikaru." She gestured to the other two girls.
"I see you skate, too," Hikaru said, eyeing the skateboard.
"Are you any good?"
"I skate in competitions," Kusinagi explained.
"Ooh!" Hikaru beamed. "That's so awesome!"
"Is skateboarding as easy as skating?" Serena asked.
"It's tricky," Kusinagi said, "but once you get the hang of
it, it's easy to master."
"I'd like to learn how sometime," Serena said.
"I can teach you right now, if you want," Kusinagi said.
"I don't have a skateboard," Serena said.
"I can fix that!" Hikaru chirped, before zapping up a
skateboard for Serena to use. The two set off, Kusinagi giving
Serena the basics on skateboarding.
"Hikaru," Saleen said, "have you visited the shops yet?"
"Not yet," Hikaru said. "But I'd like to."
"Oh, you'll love them! We can go right now, if you want!"
"Ok!" Hikaru said, setting down to remove her skates. As she
was unlacing them, she looked out over the ocean. "Oh, no..."
she breathed.
"What is it?" Saleen wanted to know.
"It's Onigumo!" Hikaru pointed out to sea, where a huge
pirate ship was headed toward the shore. "The worst pirate known
of in Aquadom. His two loves are treasure and...um...women...
Luckily, the Sirens keep him out of the Five Kingdoms, but there
isn't that luxury here..."
"Hikaru!" Saleen said, pretending to be offended. "I'm
surprised you've forgotten! If there's one thing I'm good at,
it's tricking foolish sailors. I'll make sure he ends up far
away from here!"
"Ooh!" Hikaru said, imagining the possibilities. "He'd so
deserve that!"
Saleen smiled, as she took off and dived into the water.

About forty-five minutes later, Saleen returned, trying to
hold back laughter. "He should be busy for awhile," she
commented.
"Who should?" Serena and Kusinagi came to join the two.
"An evil pirate was headed this way, but Saleen ran him off,"
Hikaru explained. "How did you do it?"
"Well," Saleen said, "let's just say he is now sailing around
the world, looking for a singing mermaid that he saw."
"Oldest trick in the book, and he fell for it?" Hikaru
laughed.
The four headed into a candy shop where Hikaru bought an
assortment of salt water taffy. "I haven't had this stuff in a
million years!" she said.
"I thought you were only fourteen," Serena joked.

From behind a sand dune, Mozenrath watched Hikaru and her
pathetic friends. He recognized the redhead as the pesky mermaid
who had come between him and Hikaru once before. He still owed
her for that. But, no matter. He would have Hikaru back with him
soon enough, and Aladdin, that pesky mermaid and all Hikaru's
other friends would pay for getting in his way.

That night, Hikaru and Mamoru walked along the beach.
"It's so beautiful out," Hikaru said, looking out at the
ocean. "And I'm lucky to be able to enjoy it with you."
"You're the main attraction," Mamoru said, putting his arms
around Hikaru. "A moonlit night just isn't the same without
you."
"I could say the same thing for you," Hikaru said. "The moon
and stars have filled me with a certain warmth for a long time,
and it was recently I realized it was because of you."
Mamoru bent down, and kissed Hikaru softly on the lips. "I
love you, Hikaru," he said, pulling her into a deep kiss.
After the kiss ended, the two sat, just holding each other.

The next day, Hikaru headed to the board walk to meet Saleen.
The mermaid didn't like skating much, but she loved to shop, and
that was something that Hikaru, too, could never get tired of.
As she waited, Hikaru looked out at the ocean, watching the
waves.
"Nice day for a trip, huh?" said a voice behind her. Hikaru
whirled around to see Mozenrath. "I've been dying to take you on
one!" The sorcerer stepped closer to Hikaru.
"I'm not going with you this time," Hikaru said.
"You don't have a choice, Princess," Mozenrath said. "I will
have you in the end, so you should give in now." As he stepped
closer, Kusinagi and Serena skated past, grabbed Hikaru and
skated off with her.
"Get her to safety!" Serena told Kusinagi.
"You won't escape!" Mozenrath shouted starting after them.
Remembering the trick he used when that other skater punk had
tried to keep Hikaru away from him, he zapped Kusinagi. The
skater was talented enough to keep from crashing, but he had
lost his grip on Hikaru.
"Now," Mozenrath said, approaching the princess. "You'd be
wise to stop making this so difficult."
Hikaru backed up, but found that she was very close to the
edge of the boardwalk. Suddenly, a wave shot up, pulling Hikaru
down.
"And you would be wise to leave my friends alone!" said a
voice. Mozenrath looked up to see that pesky mermaid, riding on
another wave.
"You!" Mozenrath seethed. HE looked to see Hikaru was nowhere
in sight. Now, it was just him and the medalsom sea witch. He'd
teach her what happened to people who got in his way.
Saleen waved at the irritated wizard. That only seemed to make
him more angry. She put one hand behind her back, discretely
sending her power down below to Hikaru, so that she could
breathe underwater.

"What did you do with Hikaru?" Mozenrath demanded. He started
an energy ball, ready to blast the red-head if she wouldn't
tell.

"Oh she's down there." Saleen said matter-of-factly. She
pointed to the ocean water.

"You finned freak! You'll kill her if you don't let her up for
air!" He yelled.

"Well, feel free to go get her." Saleen challenged with a
smirk. The mermaid stayed put on the wave and watched as
Mozenrath fired at her then dove off the dock and into the
ocean. The energy shot barely missed Saleen but she didn't let
that bother her. She burst into laughter as she sealed the top
of the water in Mozenrath's area.


Serena had slipped back under the sea and swam over to where
Hikaru was. "Welcome land dweller!" She joked.

"Did you see? Saleen just saved me from Mozenrath!" Hikaru
told her.

"Yes, I saw. My big sis is handy sometimes." Serena smiled.
Then some movement caught her eye. "Oh.... look." She pointed
toward where the wooden dock boards met the ocean floor. It was
Mozenrath!

"He jumped in?" Hikaru was only a little surprised.

"He hasn't seen us yet. Let's get you out of here." Serena
suggested. She took one of Hikaru's hands. "Hold tight, I can
swim a lot faster than you can." Hikaru held on and Serena took
off in the direction of her home.


Saleen rose higher on her wave, watching Mozenrath through the
clear water. He was swimming, just not very fast. She giggled as
the sorcerer tried to surface. The ocean reacted like tight
plastic, trapping him. "I do hope he knows how to breathe
underwater." Saleen said to herself. Doesn't any worthy wizard
know that trick? Judging from his panicked pounding to get
free....apparently not. Well, he was always bugging Hikaru, he
deserved a little stress.

Saleen gracefully dove off of her wave. Time to have more fun
with Mozenrath! The last time they had crossed paths some of her
animal friends had had a ball helping her deal with the
sorcerer. She quickly swam over to Mozenrath, but noticed right
off that his eyes were closed and his head slumped. Ooops! "Oh
my, I kept him under too long." She shook her head with a sigh.
"Bad or not I can't let him die." With a movement of her hand
she sent Mozenrath back up to the shore on a wave. She would
wait for him to come to, after all playing with him would be far
more enjoyable if he were awake.


Meanwhile Serena and Hikaru had arrived at the mermaid's castle.
"Ooh, very pretty." Hikaru commented, looking all around. The
entrance was high and arched, it left plenty of room for those
swimming in or out. And down the hall Hikaru noticed all the
doors were large shells.

"It's made of mostly coral, rocks and pearls." Serena
informed. "You probably don't see a lot of that at home."

"No, but I do see a lot of pearls around Umi's place."

"Of course. I hope Saleen and I get to visit Aquadom soon."
Serena said.

"I'm sure you'd be welcome!" Hikaru grinned.

"Umi is very sweet." Serena nodded. "I've liked getting to
know her." She paused for a second, then remembered something.
"Oh! Saleen will come get us when the area is safe."

"Great! I wonder what she'll do to Mozenrath this time?"
Princess Hikaru couldn't help giggling.


Saleen had her head above water, waiting patiently. She watched
as the evil wizard started to move, and made a face when he spit
up water. "Disgusting." She moaned. He had only been out a few
minutes and was still alive. 'No harm done.' Saleen told
herself. Mozenrath hadn't spotted her yet, he was still
coughing. "Hey, tall dark and evil!" She yelled, getting his
attention.

"I'll get you, crazy witch!" Mozenrath rose his voice, then
started to cough again.

"You're in no shape to make threats." Saleen responded. She
sent a wave after him, and it pulled the sorcerer back into her
territory. This time she kept his head above the surface. But
that was the only favor she would be giving him.

Saleen called first to the crabs. They came by the dozen to poke
and pinch Mozenrath. Next a couple of electric eels helped her
out by shocking the wizard silly. Saleen threw back her head and
laughed, wishing Hikaru could see this. Then she whistled for
her old pal Armond, the octopus. "Armond, be a dear and throw
out the trash." She requested.

The octopus obliged and swung a screaming Mozenrath around and
around before tossing him as far as he could. Mozenrath went
flying out to sea, in the opposite direction of Saleen's castle.

The mermaid applauded her animal aids then ducked back under
water to go get Hikaru.


Down in the abyss outside of Aquadom, Wanizame sat on his
throne. He was rather bored, and deciding on whether to find a
ship to sink, or a surfer to torment. Pursuing Princess Umi
wasn't an option for him right then. Unfortunately, the Water
Princess knew to stay away from his kingdom, and no animal demon
with any kind of a brain ever set foot...or fin...in the Five
Kingdoms. Besides, Umi was away, studying in a land that was
desert. Another place that Wanizame would never venture. The
shark demon could turn into a human, yes, but he preferred
aquatic surroundings. Wanizame took out his crystal ball, which
he used to see what was going on up on the surface.

"It can't be..." he said. "I had heard recent stories about
Mozenrath, but why would he be way out here?"

Wanizame quickly swam to the surface, where he found the
sorcerer unconscious, and clinging to a piece of a rock.
Taking the wizard to an island few people knew about, Wanizame
went to work bringing Mozenrath back to consciousness.

Mozenrath halfway opened his eyes. Was that horrible mermaid
gone? He would have to pay the wretched creature back for all
she did. He could tell he was on sand....ah, safe ground.
Shielding his stinging eyes from the sunlight, Mozenrath sat up.
Immediately he sensed he wasn't alone. "Wanizame?" He recognized
the shark demon.

"Nice day for a swim, huh?" Wanizame remarked.

"I wasn't swimming....I was after somebody." Mozenrath told
him, leaving Saleen and her minions out of it. It was then that
the sorcerer realized Wanizame must have saved him. Pulled him
out of the water or something. The last thing he remembered was
being slung like a rag doll by that giant octopus. Now they sat
on an island.

"Anyone I know?" The shark questioned.

"Princess Hikaru. She's destined to be by my side."

Wanizame chuckled. "Yes, word travels fast. I must confess I
heard you are in pursuit of the High Princess. I've been after
her friend Princess Umi for the past couple of years. But every
demon knows to stay out of the Five Kingdoms. Well, almost every
demon."

The exception came to mind right away. "Kiba-Okami is too dumb
to know better." Mozenrath stated flatly.

"Kiba-Okami is too dumb to know the difference between a cat
fish and a Pursian."

"That's the truth!" Mozenrath laughed. "Do you know that the
idiot actually thought he had a cold once?"

"A what?" Wanizame burst out laughing. "Animal demons don't
even get colds! It's never happened!"

"You know that and I know that, but 'Mistress Fang' barely
made it past kindergarten....after about six tries."

"I'm surprised he's still alive. With a queer name like
'Mistress Fang'...if my father spelled my name wrong, I'd at
least spell it right when I wrote it. But maybe Mutt Face can't
even spell 'ookami'."

"He can't even write!" Mozenrath pointed out. "The 'hostess'
wolf truly is a moron, even thinks that Princess Hikaru might
prefer a drooling illiterate dog like him."

"That's a laugh. If the choice were you or Madam Fang, it's no
contest who she would pick." The shark said. "Certainly no
drooling mutt."

"Right, she is too much of a lady." Mozenrath nodded. "She
hates him anyway. Hikaru and I have become close over the last
few months. I doubt she would admit it, but I know for a fact
she likes me."

"You said you were swimming after her earlier." Wanizame
stated, curious.

"I was." The wizard responded. "Some mermaid was trying to
harm her. Come to think of it... Umi was on the beach with
Hikaru earlier today. It would be a shame for her to be so close
and get away from you again. Believe me I know that
frustration."

"And you say Hikaru was with some mermaid..." Wanizame said,
forming a plan in his head.

"I see the wheels turning. Are you thinking we should
collaborate?" Mozenrath inquired. It made sense, they had worked
together before.

"I can navigate the seven seas as well as anybody. I'll find
Hikaru and bring her to you, if you bring Umi to me."

"It's a deal." Mozenrath smiled. "Catching Hikaru underwater
should be easy for you and Umi would not expect me to be after
her."

"And their friends...well, let's just see them be in two
places at once." Wanizame added.
The two roared with laughter, knowing their plot was solid. No
one would suspect two separate captors.

Umi, Kaze, Yusuke, Lantis, Aladdin, Jasmine and Cassim had
witnessed the whole scene with Saleen and Mozenrath, from the
point where Saleen had gotten Hikaru out of Mozenrath's grasp.
"I guess some things never change," Aladdin laughed.
"Yes," Jasmine agreed. "Good or bad, you don't mess with
Saleen." The others giggled.
"Is Hikaru going to be ok under there?" Cassim asked. "She's
been underwater for a long time."
"She'll be fine," Umi said. "Saleen no doubt used her magic
to enable Hikaru to breathe under water." Umi turned back to the
ocean, where Saleen had just pulled Mozenrath to the surface and
brought him back to consiousness. "I guess I'll wait until she
hangs him out to dry before I do anymore swimming."
"You should wait until Hikaru returns," Lantis said. "Then
you'll know Saleen took care of Mozenrath."

Down below the water's surface, Serena had taken Hikaru to
the local market place. Hikaru had gone to the Aquadom market
place and shops many times, but since she did most of her
shopping on land, this was a special treat.
"Wow!" Hikaru squealed. "A lot of the jewlery here is so
sparkly! Like the earrings that Saleen got me!" She picked up a
sparkly shell and coral necklace. "I think I will buy this one!"
It was a pink necklace with shimmering seashells and sparkling
pieces of coral. SHe paid the vendor and slipped the necklace
on.
"Looks good on you," Serena said.
"Great choice, Hikaru!" Saleen said, swimming up. "It looks
good on you! Hey, I made sure Mozentrash...or whatever his name
is...is far away from here. I'll take you back to the surface
now, if you want. I'd still like to check out the shops on land
that I missed yesterday."
"Ooh!" Hikaru squealed. "I'd like to see what that shop on
the corner has. The one with the glass sea animals in the
window! They were so pretty!"
"I think I'll try skating again," Serena said. "That sure was
fun."
The three headed toward the surface, when suddenly, several
sword fish came at them.
"Hey!" Saleen shouted, as a large octopus came up behind
Hikaru and grabbed her. "What in the name of Atlantis do you
think you are doing! Stop this immediately!" The sea creatures
didn't listen. The sword fish came between Hikaru and Saleen and
Serena. "Oh, you all are SO gonna get it for this!" Saleen said,
as several crabs, jellyfish and electric eels came to join in
the fun.
"I don't think they're from your kingdom!" Hikaru shouted. "I
feel a strong evil presence!"
"The High Princess is right!" said a voice. "You can't
control the animals from my kingdom, you vapid excuse for a
mer-princess!"
Hikaru gasped as Wanizame swam out from the shadows. "What do
you want here!" Hikaru demanded.
"I'll explain later," Wanizame said. "I can't risk your
little friends telling the surface dwellers of my plans."
"Oh, you are so not taking Hikaru!" Saleen said angrily. "Two
can play at this game," she said, as several of her own subjects
came to fight those of the shark demon's. Hikaru struggled
against the octopus's tenticals, but it was no use. The harder
she struggled, the tighter the octopus's grip became. As the
battle raged, Wanizame and the octopus made off with Hikaru.

Wanizame arrived with Hikaru on the secluded island to wait
for Mozenrath. "Don't worry, Princess," he said, noticing the
fear in Hikaru's eyes. "It's not you I'm after. But you are
useful to me at the moment."
"Umi will never join you, you know," Hikaru said, guessing
the shark demon's plan already.
"She'll have no choice," Wanizame smiled evilly. "Once she
arrives, I'm not going to let her go."
"You're as bad as Mozenrath!" Hikaru spat.
"Funny you should mention him," Wanazame said."He should be
here with Umi shortly."
"You mean..." Hikaru began.
"I offered a fair enough trade, and he accepted." Hikaru
started to contact Aladdin, but Wanizame noticed this. "I don't
think so," he said. "I know you have mental powers. Everybody in
your family has them. Unfortunately, you won't be using them to
contact any of your friends." HE sent a sleep spell at Hikaru.
Hikaru struggled to keep her eyes open. "Evil will...never
win..." she said sleepily. She struggled in the octopus's grip,
just as a way to help her stay awake.
Wanizame noticed that the spell he sent through Hikaru wasn't
powerful enough to put her completely to sleep, but he knew that
the princess would be too busy trying to stay awake to contact
any of her goody-goody friends. Now, he sat, waiting for
Mozenrath to return with Princess Umi.
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"It's been a while since Saleen went to get Hikaru." Jasmine
observed.

"True, but we know Hikaru is safe with Saleen and Serena."
Aladdin pointed out.

"I bet they went shopping." Umi spoke up. She glanced at the
ocean water behind her. She was very tempted to go find them.

"Want to go for a walk?" Lantis suggested. He could tell how
impatient Umi was getting.

"Sure." Umi agreed.

"Oh let's go with them!" Kaze said to Yusuke. She was always
full of energy and would much rather walk than stand around.

"If they don't mind." Yusuke looked at Lantis.

Lantis gave him a broad smile. "We don't mind."

"I think I'll find Genie. I can't wait to tell him what Saleen
did to Mozenrath." Aladdin chuckled.

"He'll be sorry he missed it." Jasmine added. Then she and
Cassim went with Aladdin to see where Genie was.


The two young couples walked along the beach close to the tide.
"Too bad it's not sun set." Umi commented. "The ocean is always
beautiful, but it absolutely glows when the sun is setting."

"Any scenery is pretty with you in it." Lantis told her, then
leaned down to kiss her cheek.

"Aww." Umi sighed, slightly blushing.

Yusuke walked with his arm around Kaze. Because of Kaze's
preferred faster pace they were a few steps in front of Lantis
and Umi. "What do you say to a game of volleyball when we get
back?" He asked.

"I say it's about time." Kaze grinned. "I need to even the
score...somehow you beat me last time." She winked.

"Barely." Yusuke reminded her. "But you're good at everything
you do." He kissed her forehead and hugged her closer.

Up ahead Kaze noticed a man coming toward them. At first she
thought nothing of it, it was a free beach. But when he got
closer she gasped, recognizing him.

At the same moment Mozenrath fired several energy balls at the
four. They hit Kaze and Yusuke, knocking them down. The blasts
weren't meant to kill, for now they only stunned.

"Hikaru's not with us!" Lantis shouted. He couldn't think of
any other reason Mozenrath would be bothering them.

"I don't care." The wizard replied.

"What do you want?" Kaze demanded, getting back on her feet.
Instead of giving Mozenrath time to answer, she aimed a small
whirlwind at him.

"Your cheap tricks can't hurt me." The sorcerer laughed. He
blocked the wind with little effort.

"Maybe a little water will shrink that ego!" Umi sent a wave
at Mozenrath, attempting to wash him back out to sea. He used
his telekinesis to lift himself up higher than the wave. He had
learned something from that last encounter with Saleen. Umi's
jaw dropped, she had no idea he could levitate.

Yusuke had gotten up and now he created a light energy ball. He
spiked it at Mozenrath's head. "When will you learn to leave us
all alone?"

Mozenrath managed to duck the blast. "Oh I'll be happy to leave
you alone - after I make Hikaru mine."

"You'll NEVER have her!" Yusuke cried out.

Mozenrath made an unexpected lunge for Umi, grabbing her around
the waist. "Hey!" She yelled, looking at him as if he had two
heads.

"Put her down." Lantis commanded.

"Not a chance." Mozenrath retorted.

"NOW!" Lantis grew more angry. How dare this wizard act as if
he owned everyone? He looked at Umi, seeing a little fear in her
eyes. Then Lantis drew his sword and advanced at the villain.

"I don't have time for this." Mozenrath muttered. He sent out
a few more stunning blasts, then disappeared with Umi.

*************************


"What are you doing? Do you even care who you kidnap anymore?"
Umi griped, struggling in Mozenrath's hold.

"I always have a reason for what I do." The sorcerer told her.

Now Umi could see they had transported to a little island. But
why? She thrashed all she could, trying to get away. Mozenrath
was quick to zap some chains on her.

He looked around, then spotted Wanizame. Beside him was a large
octopus that held a slumped Hikaru. Mozenrath snapped his
fingers, instantly moving himself and Umi directly in front of
the shark demon. "You get an A for your creativity." Mozenrath
commented.

"The job was simple enough." Wanizame replied. "There were
these vapid mermaid sisters who would have gotten in my way, but
I gave them some animals to play with. The redhead looked ticked
enough." He laughed at the thought of it.

"I know that redheaded nuisance." Mozenrath said. "I hope you
got her good, she more than deserved it."

"She'll be busy for a while." Wanizame smiled devilishly.

"I had to brush aside some pests myself, but it was so easy."
Mozenrath held up the end of Umi's chain.

"This was an excellent idea." The shark bragged. Then he
commanded the octopus to release Hikaru. Wanizame lead the
wobbling and sleepy Hikaru over to Mozenrath.

"I'm...not going...with him..." Hikaru got out.

"I had to put her under a sleeping spell so she couldn't
contact anyone. The spell wasn't strong enough to put her to
sleep, but it served its purpose." Wanizame explained.

"No problem." Mozenrath responded, taking hold of Hikaru. He
was glad that Wanizame kept up with things like the Princess's
powers too.

"Hikaru!" Umi squealed. "Fight it! Don't let him take you."

"I think you should be more worried about yourself." The shark
demon advised.

"I won't...let you...take her..." Hikaru said weakly to
Wanizame. She was doing her best to wiggle out of Mozenrath's
grip.

"You don't get a say, little Princess." Wanizame told her.

"Umi....the others....they'll find us....soon." Hikaru
groggily told her friend.

"I know. I just hope they found out you're gone!" Umi said
quickly, just before the shark tied a gag around her head.

"Enough talking." His voice boomed.

"Nice working with you. Now it's time we got going." Mozenrath
stated. He pulled Hikaru even closer to him.

"Same here. The next time you attack the Five Kingdoms, stop
by." Wanizame said. Then the two went their separate ways. It
was back into the water for Umi and the shark and Mozenrath
simply disappeared with Hikaru.


*********************

In her own part of the ocean Saleen watched in surprise as the
evil shark's flunkies all turned and swam away. Serena and
Saleen exchanged confused glances. The sea creatures who had
come to their aid looked equally baffled. The shark demon had
gotten away with Hikaru! By now he had at least a 10 minute head
start.

"Why would they start a fight and then just...leave?" Saleen
wondered aloud.

"Maybe they were just a distraction." Serena suggested.

"Hmm, it would seem that way." Saleen balled her fists in
anger. "That shark can't just take off with Hikaru!" She seethed
through gritted teeth.

"But he did." Serena pointed out.

"Well he WON'T get away with this! C'mon, we have to alert the
others." Saleen said urgently. She and Serena swam at full speed
toward the surface.

Saleen and Serena reached the beach to find Lantis, Kaze and
Yusuke.
"Hikaru's been kidnapped!" Saleen and Serena said, at the
same time as the other three said, "Umi's been kidnapped!"
"What?" they all asked in unison.
"You mean that no good overgrown guppy got Umi, too?" Saleen
asked in anger.
"No, Mozenrath..." Yusuke stopped short. "Overgrown guppy?"
"A merman with very shark-like features and black eyes got
away with Hikaru," Serena explained.
"Wanizame..." Lantis said through gritted teeth.
"Did he get Umi, too?" Serena wanted to know.
"Mozenrath got away with Umi," Kaze explained. "Strange that
he'd be after Umi, unless he was holding her for some kind of
ransom."
"And that codfish has been after Umi for the past couple of
years," Lantis added."
"We've got to get to the bottom of all this!" Yusuke said.
"We need to round up the others and form a plan."
"Right," Kaze, Lantis, Serena and Saleen agreed.

Down in the Demonic Abyss, in Wanizame's castle, he set Umi
down. He took the gag off her, but left her chained up.
"You'll never get away with this!" Umi shouted. "My friends
will find me! AND Hikaru!"
"Your pathetic friends won't know where to start searching,"
Wanizame bragged. "Besides, those surface dwellers will be after
Mozenrath to find you, and I doubt those bubble-headed mermaid
sisters even know where to start looking for my castle."
"Hello!" Umi said. "You seem to forget Lantis knows EXACTLY
where your castle is."
"Lantis..." Wanizame repeated, putting a hand up to a scar on
his left jaw line. "If that pathetic excuse of a sailor comes
near my castle, I'll pay him back for what he did the last time
we crossed paths. Honestly, Umi, I don't know what you see in a
mortal anyway."
"Absence of evil," Umi answered. Wanizame sent an electrical
charge through her, causing her to flinch.
"Let that be a reminder next time you think to talk back to
me."

Back on the beach, everybody gathered together.
"And his flunkies kept fighting us for about ten minutes
after he got away with Hikaru," Saleen was saying.
"It is awfully strange that Wanizame would go after Hikaru,"
Hanako said. "I thought he was after Umi."
"And it's bad enough Mozenrath can't leave Hikaru alone..."
Moeagaru began.
"The important thing right now is to find them both and get
them to safety," Aladdin said.
"I know how to get right to that overgrown anchovy's castle,"
Lantis said. "I've had to go up against him before."
"We'll have to split up into two groups," Aladdin added.
"Lantis, you lead a group to Wanizame's castle, and I'll lead
the other group. Saleen, you and Serena go with Lantis.
Moeagaru, Genrou, I think you'd be very helpful in rescuing Umi
from Mozenrath..."
Suddenly, Mokona jumped up onto Aladdin's lap.
"Mokona?" Aladdin was surprised. Usually, Mokona only jumped
into Hikaru's lap like that.
"Puu! Puu! Puu!" Mokona said. Then the red jewl on his
forehead glowed purple, as an image appeared.
"It's Mozenrath!" Genie exclaimed.
"But he's got Hikaru," Mamoru said. "I thought..."
"Of course..." Hikari said, as if she had forgotten
something. "Mozenrath and Wanizame did know each other years
ago. That nasty shark demon helped Mozenrath in the attack on
the Five Kingdoms, attacking Aquadom. Maybe they met up
again..."
"Shark Boy did say something about a 'plan'," Serena said.
"Now, it makes sense," Hanako said.
"Not to me," Iago said.
"Iago," Aladdin continued, ignoring Iago's comment. "You,
Carpet, Jinsoku and Abu can join my group. You, Abu, Carpet and
I have been to that place before."
"And so have I," Cassim added. "I remember that place very
well." Yes, the place Mozenrath was taking Hikaru was the very
hideout the forty thieves had used. "Son, I'll join your group."
"You should join LAntis's group," Hikari said.
"She's right, Dad," Aladdin said. "You have the perfect
weapons to fight any demon."
"Yes, that's right," Cassim said. "I trust you remember the
way."
"Of course!" Aladdin smiled.
"I think I'll go with Lantis as well," Jasmine said. "I have
already used my power on Mozenrath, but I haven't on Wanizame.
It might help defeat the shark."
"Ferio and I can use our powers under water," Hanako stated.
"We'll go with Lantis, too."
"Primera and I will go with Aladdin," Hikari said.
"I'll go with the sea dwellers!" Genie said, morphing into
scooba gear.
Sadira and Keisuke joined Aladdin's group, as did Kaze. In
Aladdin's group were Moeagaru, Yusuke, Mamoru, Genrou, Keisuke,
Sadira, Kaze, Hikari, Primera, Iago, Abu, Jinsoku, Carpet and
Nyan Nyan.
In Lantis's group were Saleen, Serena, Cassim, Jasmine,
Hanako, Ferio and Genie. Lantis's group headed out to sea, and
Aladdin's group headed to the former hideout of the forty
thieves.

Mozenrath and Hikaru reappeared inside what used to be the den
of the 40 thieves. Mozenrath had been there once before. It was
roomy and hard to get to, qualities that put it on his list of
acceptable hideouts. He quickly zapped up some chairs so he and
Hikaru could sit in comfort, and a bed over to one side.
This time he and Wanizame would fool everyone. It was the
perfect plan. The wizard helped the still sleepy Princess into a
chair, then took a seat himself. "What do you think of the
place?" He asked casually.
"I...don't want...to be here..." Hikaru answered sleepily.
"Not yet, but you will." Mozenrath said.
"I...I highly doubt..." Hikaru's eyes began to close. Fighting
the sleep spell was making her even more exhausted, but she must
not fall asleep. She fought to keep her eyes open.
"At least you aren't with Madame Fang."
"You mean...the..." Hikaru struggled to stay awake. "Mentally
challenged wolf?"
"Yes. I hate to see you suffer Hikaru, let's get Wanizame's
spell off you." Mozenrath hovered both hands over Hikaru.
A few minutes later, Hikaru's eyes opened. "If you hated to see
me suffer, you wouldn't abduct me all the time. Saleen was way
too nice to you!"
"I jumped in to save you from her!" Mozenrath pointed out.
"Then that mermaid attacked me. I thought you were in danger."
He insisted.
"I'm assuming then that you haven't heard of Saleen's elemental
powers." This was surprising to Hikaru, because she had thought
that Mozenrath usually knew everything about magic.
"It looked like she was drowning you. Would you want me to just
sit and watch?"
"No..." Hikaru answered. "But if she was drowning me, I
wouldn't be here right now."
"I know that now. Look what I got for trying to help." He
muttered.
"You tried to abduct me in the first place!" Hikaru reminded
him. "Cause you have nothing better to do, I guess." She said
this last line in French.
"Right, but I would never hurt you." Mozenrath pointed out.
"Do you even know what I just said?" Hikaru continued in
French, just in case he had only been responding to the first
part of what she said.
"Yes, I know what you said. I do have things to do, but as you
know, my main goal is you." Mozenrath explained in French.
"Ok, I see you still need practice speaking the language,"
Hikaru said in Japanese. "I hate when people butcher a
language," she continued. Then she started going on in Swedish.
"So I'm switching to Swedish. I hope you speak the language,
because if you don't, well, then, you won't be able to talk to
me very accurately. Oh, well. You picked up French so quickly,
guess you'll be busy. It is kind of weird that you study things
that I study. So now you wanna be like me, or what?"
"I am still learning French." He replied in Japanese. "You
really should pick just one language to speak in."
"Ok," Hikaru said in Swedish. "I pick Swedish. Afterall, I need
practice in the language. I haven't had to use it in a couple
years."
"Wrong choice!" Mozenrath said in Arabic.
"You said 'pick one'" Hikaru pointed out in Arabic. "You didn't
say 'pick one and then I must approve.' Be more specific next
time!"
"All right, we'll speak Arabic." He said.
"No, I'm done talking now," Hikaru said languidly.
"I don't think so," Mozenrath said.
"You don't think so what?" Hikaru asked innocently.
"I don't think you're done talking." Mozenrath said clearly,
moving his chair closer to hers.
"I AM!" Hikaru said, moving her chair away.
Mozenrath used his magic to scoot her the opposite way.
"Cut it out!" Hikaru shouted. "I don't always have to be close
to you!"
"Not always, but I prefer it." Mozenrath said.
"You would." Hikaru got up and started across the room.
"See, I knew you would enjoy the space here." Mozenrath said.
"I wanna go HOME!...I mean, back to the beach!" Hikaru shouted.
"Howcome he never kidnaps me during a math test?" she said to
herself.
"I'll make a note of that" He commented about the math test.
"Nope, you are staying here with me. But we'll get to the beach
some day for a vacation."
"I'm not staying here," Hikaru said, crossing her arms.
"Too bad..." Mozenrath faked disappointment.
"Ya know, Mamoru doesn't have to use magic on me or abduct me,"
Hikaru pointed out. "That ought to tell you something."
"It tells me that you chose the wrong guy. Don't you see what a
waiste of time he is?"
"You're just jealous, because I would stay with Mamoru
willingly," Hikaru retorted.
"I will never be jealous of HIM!" Mozenrath roared. "And soon
you'll be more than willing to stay with me." He added in a more
calm but criptic tone.
"You'll just keep on losing in the end," Hikaru said. Then she
cast a 'mute' spell over Mozenrath. Now, she wouldn't hear him
talking, but the sorcerer would still be able to hear himself.
"I don't think so Princess. When the newest version of my
greatest spell is complete I will never lose again." Hikaru was
turned away and said nothing. She always had some comment.
"Hikaru? Did you hear me?" He asked, moving in front of her.
Hikaru turned away. She zapped up a clacker and started playing
with it. CLACK CLACK! CLACK CLACK!
Mozenrath scowled. "Put that toy away!" He ordered, but Hikaru
ignored him."Hikaru!" She made no move at all. didn't even look
at him. Something was off. The wizard thought for a
moment.....of course! Hikaru knew some spells, she must have
used one on him or on herself.
Mozenrath closed his eyes and said a few magic words, breaking
the spell Hikaru had used. "You should know better than that."
He told the Princess. "A sorcerer knows spells better than
anyone."
Hikaru fell over laughing. She figured Mozenrath would break
the spell, but it was so funny to see the sorcerer's reaction.
"What's so funny?" He wanted to know.
Hikaru was laughing so hard, she couldn't even get out a word.
"Tricky, Hikaru. But I can undo almost any spell. It wasn't
THAT funny."
"Yes...it was..." Hikaru said, still laughing. "Not as funny as
Aladdin whipping you, though," she got out before another giggle
fit.
"What? That wasn't funny at all!" His eyes blazed and he used
his power to grip Hikaru. He was enraged that she did that and
even more so that she had watched it.
"You know," Hikaru said, "I am doing you a favour by casting
those spells on you. You should thank me."
"A favor? Hardly!"
"Haven't you heard of Lord Chaos? Trust me, if he visited you
instead of me casting spells and making your servants act crazy,
you'd be begging to be kissed by a manluck or..." she started
laughing again, "spanked by Aladdin."
"Yes I know of Chaos. But I doubt what he would do would be
worse than being humiliated like that."
"I'll take that as a compliment," Hikaru said, picking up the
clacker and playing with it again.

Mozenrath glared at the noise maker. It was obvious Hikaru was
still mad at him for their last encounter. He hadn't really
expected her to be over that yet... just thinking of how furious
she became almost made him smile. "I'll ask you once nicely to
put that down."

"But I'm playing with it! If you want one, get your own!"

"It might be good for stress relief." He mused. Mozenrath
snapped his fingers and Hikaru's toy floated over to him.

"Hey! I said get your own!" Hikaru yelled, trying to grab it
back. "You always take my toys!"

"You sound about 5." Mozenrath laughed, lifting the clacker
out of her reach.

"Yeah, and you're not much better. Ok, fine! Keep the dumb
toy!" Hikaru huffed. She made a pattle ball appear in her hands
and started playing with it.

"For someone who doesn't want to be here you are certainly
making yourself at home." The wizard told her. It seemed no
matter the situation Hikaru still just wanted to have fun.

"It's not a question of wanting to be here or not, I just
don't want you here." She informed him. "Go away! I still
haven't forgiven you for reading my journal."

"Oh I knew that." He replied. "But if you really think I'm
going anywhere you are sadly mistaken."

"Then you can talk to the wall, cause this conversation is
over." The Princess stated. She focused on her pattle ball,
counting how many times it bounced.

"Not talking to me isn't an option. And neither is that
amaturish mute spell." He waved a hand and made the pattle ball
vanish.

"Quit it, you jerk!" Hikaru snapped. "What if I don't WANT to
talk to you!"

"Then you're out of luck. I'm the only one here."

"I don't have to talk at all, then." Hikaru crossed the room
and sat down on the bed. Mozenrath followed and took a seat
beside her. He was starting to feel a little frustrated.

"You sure you want to be that quiet all the time?" Mozenrath
asked. He knew in time she would come around. She'd have to with
his spell on her.

"No, just when you're around." Hikaru replied.

"I'll always be around. And wether you like the idea or not,
it will happen. Soon you'll love it tho." He smiled.

"In your dreams, maybe."

"Oh Hikaru," He chuckled. "I have you beaten already and you
don't even know it." He thought of his perfect love spell. It
had worked before, and it would work again.

"What in the name of Amiboshi are you babbling about?" Hikaru
wanted to know.

"That's right, you don't remember. Well, I'll fill you in
later. Right now I have something else to remind you of." He
snuck one arm behind her head (to keep her from jerking away)
and leaned in, giving the Princess a deep kiss.

"Knock it off!" She commanded.

"Why would I do that? I know you like it." Mozenrath said, not
letting her go.

"What are you talking about?" She sighed.

"You said you think I'm a good kisser."

"Why would I..." Hikaru thought for a second, then remembered
writing that. "Stop quoting my journal!"

"You have said it in person too, you just don't remember." He
finally released her.

"I did NOT!" Hikaru said adamantly. "Why are villains so
EGOTISTICAL!"

"You did so." He insisted.

"Liar! Did not!"

"Want me to prove it to you?" He questioned.

"You can't prove something that didn't happen." She shook her
head.

"I take that as a challenge, Princess. It did happen, you just
don't have any memory of it now." Mozenrath waved his hand
making an image of Hikaru and himself from their flying island
appear. The little love scene played out in front of Hikaru's
widening eyes.

Hikaru had remembered little about the flying island. But one
thing she did remember was that strange things had happened to
her. But mostly, it was a blur. Then it hit her. "You sick
twisted jerk! You used magic on me!" She raised a hand and
slapped him across the face.

"Magic that wouldn't have worked unless you were already a
little attracted to me." He pointed out.

"I am NOT attracted to you! We DON'T belong together! Quit
flattering yourself!" She screamed.

"Say that all you want Hikaru, but that's how the spell
works." The wizard shrugged.

"And Mamoru doesn't have to use magic on me, or have you
forgotten?" Hikaru ranted. "And by the way, whether you're a
good kisser or not, Mamoru is still better! So there!"

"I know what you really think." The sorcerer dismissed her
comments with a laugh.

"If I really thought that, I would want to be here with you.
You're not even my type, anyway!"

"Are you calling yourself a liar? Your type isn't an issue, it
doesn't matter."

"Hello! It so matters! You can't spend the rest of your life
with someone unless you belong together, which you and I don't."
She explained.

"You can, with the right persuation." Mozenrath countered.

"Don't argue with me about a subject you know next to nothing
about." Hikaru crossed her arms.

Mozenrath paused. "You know, I think I've been much too easy on
your friends. Either you stay here and like it, or they all die.
How's that?"

"Leave my friends out of this..."

"Can't." He said simply.

"Hurt any of them, and it'll seem like a walk in the park
compared to what will happen to you." Hikaru threatened icily.

"Ooh, I'm scared." Mozenrath mocked. "Once they are gone you
really won't have a choice. You won't even remember them. And
you wouldn't dare hurt me after I'm done with you."

"I'm done arguing with you." Hikaru said to Mozenrath's
surprise. She allowed her features to become relaxed.

"You give up?" He asked, a little perplexed.

"I guess so..."

"You're up to something." He stood up and looked down at her.
"I know you and you don't just give up."

"Why would I be up to anything?" She reasoned. "My friends'
lives are at stake."

"True, they are." He nodded. "But I didn't think you believed
that." After all she rarely even listened to him.

"I know you'd stop at nothing to get what you want." Hikaru
said.

"Right."

"I have no choice but to stay with you. That much is obvious."

"I must admit, I'm surprised you're seeing the light so soon."
Mozenrath told her.

"You've been after me for almost five months." She reminded
the wizard.

"I know, you are just always so resistent. That's why I had
to create that new spell." He sat back down beside her, unsure
of what to think. He had imagined this moment so many times. It
hardly seemed real.

Suddenly Hikaru grabbed the sorcerer, kissing him passionately.
She didn't like the idea of kissing a guy first, but it was
necessary for the spell she was about to cast.

Mozenrath was shocked for a moment. What had gotten into Hikaru?
He hadn't done anything yet... Her kiss was very convincing
though, and he decided to just enjoy it.

As Hikaru kissed Mozenrath, she sent a very powerful sleep spell
into him. She knew it would take a powerful spell for Mozenrath.
If she guessed right, he was about as strong-willed as she was.

Mozenrath felt a strange tingle all through his body. He
reluctantly pulled away from Hikaru. Within seconds she became a
little blurry. He blinked a few times, not sure what was wrong
with him. "What...?" He wondered aloud. He had never felt like
this before. Around him the room began to spin. "What did you
do?"

"I just kissed you." She answered. Then she tilted her head,
looking him over. "You're looking awfully tired. Maybe you need
to lie down."

Mozenrath's head was swimming. He could hardly think. It took
all he had just to keep his eyes halfway open. Hikaru pushed
against his chest, helping him lay down on his back.

She watched Mozenrath struggling to stay awake. She had never
used a sleeping spell before, and had just learned this one not
too long ago. She felt like she had just completed four laps
around a race track, but she knew that would pass soon enough.

Mozenrath finally lost the battle. His eyes closed heavily. He
hated showing any sign of weakness and he opened his mouth to
say something. "Hikaru..." Was all he got out before his
consciousness slipped away.

"Have a nice nap!" Hikaru smiled before she left the room.

Seconds later, she returned. She didn't know a way out of this
place. She would have to send Mozenrath away in case he woke up
before she got out. Hikaru waved a hand over Mozenrath, making
him disappear. Then she made ready to look for a way out,
herself.

Under the ocean, Lantis and the others swam as fast as they
could to Wanizame's castle.
"Not a very pleasant place," Serena commented, looking around
the Abyss.
"You've got that right," Hanako said. "Everybody in the Five
Kingdoms knows to steer clear of this place by the age of five.
This is the aquatic version of the Demonic Forest."
"Demonic what?" Saleen asked.
"Another place you don't want to visit," Jasmine said,
remembering the horrible place.
"How can kingdoms so pretty have such horrible places near
them?" Saleen wondered.

In Wanizame's castle, Umi struggled against the chains.
"No use struggling, Princess," Wanizame told her. "It's a waste
of energy."
"You're just gonna keep me chained up forever?" Umi demanded.
"Not forever," Wanizame smiled. "Just until I can pursuade you
to stay."
"Ha," Umi scoffed. "Like I'm gonna stay here with you!"
"You'll change your mind soon enough."

Back in the Forty Thieves' den, Hikaru started to contact
Aladdin when a wall opened up. A few minutes later, Aladdin,
Mamoru, Moeagaru, Genrou, Sadira, Keisuke, Yusuke, Hikari,
Primera, Nyan Nyan, Jinsoku, Iago, Kaze, Abu and Carpet could be
seen.
"Guys!" Hikaru ran to them. "You found me!"
"It wasn't hard, once Mokona showed us where that creep took
you," Genrou explained.
"Yeah," Moeagaru added. "This used to be the forty thieves'
den, so Aladdin knew right where it was. Hey, where's Mozenrath
anyway?"
"Visiting a friend," Hikaru answered matter-of-factly.
"You mean you beat him already?" Kaze asked.
"I put him under a sleeping spell and sent him to Kiba-Okami's
hideout," Hikaru explained. Then she changed the subject.
"Mozenrath knew a shark demon...Kaze, Moeagaru, you remember
Wanizame? Well, he has Umi. The two worked together! We have to
save her!"
"The others are going after her as we speak." Aladdin assured
Hikaru.
This comforted Hikaru a bit, but she still couldn't help but
worry.
Mamoru noticed the worry in his girlfriend's eyes. "The most we
can do is go back to the beach and wait," he told her.
Minutes later, Carpet and Kaze flew the group back to the
beach, where they stood on the shore, waiting for their friends
to return.

Once the group reached the castle, they formed a plan.
"There's no telling what Shark Boy has up his sleeve," Lantis
said, "so be prepared.
"My animals and I are ready for anything," Saleen smiled.
"And I'll bury all his in the sand," Hanako said.
"Bet he's never tasted genie magic before," Genie said.
"We've all got tricks up our sleeves, too," Jasmine added.

Inside Wanizame's castle, he swam closer to Umi. The water
Princess shuddered.
"Your opinion of me will change in a few minutes," the shark
demon said, his voice becoming hypnotic.
"My opinion..." Umi repeated.
"You know we belong together," Wanizame continued.
"We belong to..."
"Get away from her, you codfish!" shouted a familiar voice,
snapping Umi out of her trance. Lantis! Wanizame whirled around
to see the sailor, the two vapid mer-twits, and several more of
their friends.

Mozenrath awoke to someone repeatedly kicking
him in the ribs.

"Hey!" he shouted. Then he looked up to see his
worst nightmare. "What are you..." He looked around.

"You have the nerve to tell me to stay out of
your kingdom and you just appear in my hideout and take
a nap!" the wolf demon demanded.

"I didn't..." Mozenrath didn't have time for
this. He snapped his fingers, and was back in the forty
thieves' den, but Hikaru was nowhere to be found. He
looked behind him, noticing Kiba-Okami was less than
five feet away.
"What're you doing here!" the sorcerer demanded
angrily. "Now you're going to follow me around!" He
snapped his fingers and was back at his castle. Hikaru
was probably long gone by now. He'd have to come up
with a new plan. He looked behind him, and saw the
disgusting wolf demon had followed him again. "Stop
that!" he shouted.

"Stop what?" Kiba-Okami demanded. "Your magic
sent me here, too."

Mozenrath growled in frustration. He left the
room, but Kiba-Okami just followed him. "Knock it off!"
He zapped Kiba-Okami, sending him across the room. The
wolf demon went flying, but Mozenrath was pulled right
along with him.

"You're so gay you have to be by me even when
you send me across the room!" Kiba-Okami said.

"Shut up, Mistress Fang!" Mozenrath retorted.

"I told you, my dad spelled my name wrong!"

"And I told you stupidity must run in your
family," Mozenrath shot back.

"And obsessiveness runs in yours!" Kiba-Okami
countered.

"Shut up!" Mozenrath screamed.

"Make me!"

"That can be arranged."


***********************

Down in the Abyss Wanizame sent an electric shock at his
'visitors'. They scattered and swam out of the way. "How dare
you burst in here!" The shark yelled.

"How dare you steal my girlfriend!" Lantis called back. Genie
handed the sailor several swords that he had zapped up, and
Lantis immediately started throwing them at Wanizame. One went
right through the end of the shark demon's tail, pinning him to
the dark and slimy wall for a few seconds.

Jasmine shot a beam at the struggling shark and he cried out in
pain. Then she moved as quickly as possible over to Umi and used
her power to break the chains. "There, you're free!"

"Thanks!" Umi, in mermaid form, grabbed Jasmine and swam
toward Lantis. The shark could get free any second.

Wanizame growled and thrashed around. "You won't get away!" He
screamed, sending bolts of red stinging power at the group.
Genie acted fast and put up a shield. The shark freed himself,
breaking away from the wall. He swam at top speed toward his new
enemies.

Saleen and Serena joined hands, strengthening each other. Then
Saleen blew her whistle. It sent out a distress call to her
loyal subjects. Serena sent a huge wave at Wanizame, delaying
him just long enough for back up to arrive.

"You think you wimpy mermaids can beat me?" The demon asked.

"We know we can." Saleen retorted. Her friends and subjects
rallied behind her and she gave the shark a grin. On her signal
everyone attacked Wanizame. Everything from pinchers to seaweed
was put to use, and the shark was bruised and cut within
minutes.

Cassim threw two sharp harpoon like demon weapons at the large
beast. They grazed the evil one's scales, probably making new
scars.

In a sudden rush of power Wanizame sent everyone flying in a
mass of bubbles. He was extra mad now and headed straight for
Umi. She and Lantis were about to swim out of the dark abyss.

Hanako saw this and was prepared, she used her power to bring up
the bottom of the sea. The dirt and rocks surrounded Wanizame,
then started to sink back down, pulling him with it. "No!!" He
cried, his evil eyes glowing with rage.

"Oh yes." Hanako laughed.

Genie swam over and made sure the shark couldn't move, then tied
a neat seaweed bow on his head.

"Let's get out of here." Lantis suggested. He hugged Umi
tight, thankful to have her safe.

"Great idea." Saleen agreed. Her animal friends were already
pouring out of the abyss.


**********************

Back on the beach Hikaru was staring out at the water, praying
that her friends were winning their fight. Mamoru and Aladdin
sat with her for support.

"I see something!" She announced, jumping up.

"It looks like them." Aladdin commented hopefully. He hadn't
let on, but he had been very worried too.

The group slowly rose out of the water and walked toward their
friends. Hikaru ran to hug Umi and Aladdin embraced Jasmine.

"They're back!" Mamoru called to the others.

"You did it! You beat that nasty shark!" Moeagaru cheered,
running up to the group.

"Would you expect any less of us?" Saleen laughed.

"We knew you all could do it." Aladdin told them.


Minutes later the reunited group was sitting in a circle. Saleen
and Lantis had just told the ones who weren't there about how
the shark demon was defeated.

"Now that everyone is safe...I think I'll check in on a certain
wizard." Hikaru smiled. She borrowed Umi's mirror and motioned
for the others to gather around.

"This oughta be good." Aladdin anticipated.

The mirror showed Mozenrath in his castle with Kiba-Okami right
beside him. "Ooo! Priceless!" Moeagaru squealed.

"They'll be stuck together for a couple of days." Hikaru
giggled.

In the mirror's picture Mozenrath was yelling at the wolf, and
demanding that he leave. "This is MY castle!" He bellowed.

"I can't get away!" Kiba-Okami insisted, trying to turn and
walk out of the room. An invisible force sucked him back next to
the sorcerer.

"Well, as long as you're here I'll use you for a magic test
dummy!" Mozenrath announced. Then he gave his enemy a crackling
zap.

Everyone burst out laughing at that and Umi lowered her mirror
to clutch her side as she laughed. "He so deserved that!" She
got out between gasps.


****************************

That night Serena was skating with Moeagaru, Jasmine and Hikaru
on the smooth concrete. The group's vacation would be over in
the morning so everyone was having fun doing their own thing.
The girls had only been rolling around for about five minutes
when Kusinagi came over to them.

"Hey!" He greeted. His eyes settled on Serena. "I was
wondering where you disappeared to."

"Oh, we had some things to do." She said vaguely. She stopped
in front of him and flashed a pretty smile.

"Are you free now?" He asked.

"Sure." Serena responded, hoping she wasn't blushing.

"How about I take you out for some ice cream?" Kusinagi
offered.

"Ooo--" Hikaru started to say something about how much she
loved ice cream, but Moeagaru clamped her hand over her
food-obsessed friend's mouth.

"That would be lovely." Serena beamed.

"Great! I really want to get to know you better." Kusinagi
told her.

"I'd like to know more about you too." Serena said, taking his
hand.

"How sweet." Jasmine sighed as the two rolled off together.

"Yeah! Serena is so nice, she needed a good guy." Hikaru
agreed. "They are cute together."

Moeagaru suggested that Jasmine learn a few roller tricks and
the three continued their fun.

