Adventures in Agrabah - Part 22 - "Disorder Saves The Day"
Mozenrath abducts the four most important people to Hikaru. Aladdin, Mamoru, Yusuke and Moeagaru. How can Hikaru rescue them without falling into Mozenrath's obvious trap?


Hikaru headed back to Agrabah on Kouseki's back. She had had a
wonderful time in Cosmos with her family. Yusuke had left
Saturday afternoon to go visit Kaze in Agrabah, but Hikaru would
see him when she got back.
Hikaru had brought with her a bunch of food from home.
Hopefully Iago wouldn't eat it all too fast.
She had also brought something...or someone else with her.
Mokona had showed up and wanted to go back to Agrabah with the
Princess. Mokona was the cabbit that Hikaru, Moeagaru and Hanako
often sang about. He looked like a Pursian cat with rabbit ears.
He was white and fluffy, and had a jewl in the center of his
forehead. He could make anything appear, so he was heavily
sought after. He was hard to catch, too, because he hopped
around so fast, and was both slippery and fluffy at the same
time. Hikaru was one of few who could actually catch the
creature, because to her, he was more than a sorce for anything
one wanted. To her, he was another friend.
"I hope Iago will leave Mokona alone," Hikaru said to
Kouseki.
"I wouldn't bet my last sheckel on it," Kouseki said. The two
laughed.

Aladdin and Jasmine sat in the garden. It had been a bit
quiet the past couple of days with Hikaru back home, but she
would be due to arrive in a couple of hours.
"If she brings back any food," Aladdin said, "I hope Iago
doesn't eat it all again." The two laughed.
"I got a chance to look at Hikaru's paper she wrote," Jasmine
said, changing the subject. "It was just like her to write a
paper on everybody she looks up to. There was a good number of
people mentioned."
"Did she mention you?" Aladdin asked.
Jasmine nodded. "She said I give princesses everywhere a good
name." Hikaru had written in her paper about Jasmine's ability
to stand up for herself and what she believed in.
Suddenly, a bunch of swords shot out of nowhere.
"Jasmine! get back!" Aladdin called, for the swords were
aimed at him. He ran, so that Jasmine wouldn't be hurt. The
swords pinned him to a tree by his clothes.
"Aladdin!" Jasmine rushed to him, but an energy blast knocked
her back, and Mozenrath appeared.
"Mozenrath!" Aladdin and Jasmine said in unison. Jasmine
tried to keep him away from Aladdin with a blast of energy.
"That trick won't work this time," Mozenrath said, making a
series of vines grow up around the princess. HE then advanced on
Aladdin. "I'll make this as simple as possible, since I have
three others to capture. Send Princess Hikaru to my castle by
midnight tonight, if you ever expect to see Aladdin again." The
sorcerer grabbed Aladdin and disappeared.
A couple of minutes after Mozenrath was gone, the vines
around Jasmine shriveled up. Jasmine ran back inside to find the
others.

In the market place, Umi, Kaze, Moeagaru and Yusuke were
walking, when a bubble snapped itself around Moeagaru and
Yusuke. THen Mozenrath appeared.
Umi and Kaze tried to fight him off, but the sorcerer was
prepared.
"What do you want with Yusuke and Moeagaru?" Kaze demanded.
"Oh, that should be obvious by now," Mozenrath said. "I know
they mean a lot to Hikaru, and she won't hesitate to try and
rescue them. If she isn't at my castle by midnight tonight, her
friend and her brother will both suffer the consequences."
Mozenrath disappeared with Yusuke and Moeagaru.
Kaze and Umi rushed back to the palace.

Himeko and Mamoru were on their way to the Agrabah palace. "I
can't wait to see Hikaru-san," Himeko said. "I'm glad I could
come with you this time."
"She'll be happy to see you as well," Mamoru said. Suddenly,
he started to sink.
"Uncle Mamoru!" Himeko cried, rushing to him. She grabbed one
of his arms, trying to help him. Suddenly, an energy blast
knocked her back, letting Mamoru go.
"Nice try, Chibi-Moon," Mozenrath said, as he appeared.
"It's Himeko!" Himeko shouted.
"Chibi-Himeko," Mozenrath taunted. "If you want to see your
uncle again, have Hikaru come to my castle by midnight tonight."
Himeko tried using her crecent beam on Mozenrath, but it
bounced off him, shocking her.
"Keep in mind, Chibi-Moon, that I build resistance to all
your attacks. If Hikaru doesn't show up at my castle, her
friends will suffer."
"Friends?" Himeko repeated.
"I've captured Moeagaru, Yusuke and Aladdin as well."
Mozenrath grabbed Mamoru and disappeared with him.

Hikaru had arrived at the palace. It was strangely quiet, and
she felt something in the air. Quickly, she left her suitcases
in her bedroom, and scooping up Mokona, went off to look for
everyone.
When she got to the meeting room, she heard voices. Coming
closer, she heard Himeko.
"And he got Uncle Mamoru, too," the young Moon Princess was
saying. "He says he wants Hikaru to come to his castle by
midnight tonight, or he'll kill them all! And, he called me
Chibi!"
"He said the same thing to Kaze and me," Umi said. "He got
Moeagaru and Yusuke."
Iago flapped up by Hikaru, but she grabbed him and clamped
his beak shut before he could say anything.

"What're we gonna do?" Jasmine said, pacing. "We certainly
can't have Hikaru go off by herself. We want to save Aladdin and
the others, but this is obviously a trap."
"I could lock Hikaru in her room again," Genie offered.
"That didn't do much good last time," Hikari stated. "No, we
won't even tell Hikaru until we can come up with a plan."

Out in the hall, Hikaru ran back to her bedroom, still
holding onto Iago. Once they had gotten a fair distance away
from the meeting room, Hikaru let him go.
"Ya tryin to suffocate me?" he demanded.
"No," Hikaru said, "but I couldn't risk the others knowing I
was back before I heard what I needed to."
"You're not thinking of..."
"It's my only option," Hikaru explained. "This time will be
different from last time. I'll use the disguise pen this time,
and Mozenrath will never suspect."
"How are you going to use it?" Iago asked. "Mozenrath wants
you and only you."
"I'll think of a way by the time I get there," Hikaru said.
"Now, I wonder if 'come alone' meant no flying talking horses.
Probably. Mokona, I need a mode of transportation that will get
me there and disappear once I am there."
"Puu puu puu!" Mokona said, as the jewl on his forehead
turned pink, and a door appeared.
"Ah, awesome!" Hikaru said, knowing that the door would lead
her right to Mozenrath's kingdom.
"Mokona..." Iago repeated. "Is that..."
"Don't get any ideas," Hikaru said. Then, she used her magic
to make pen and paper appear, and scribbled out a note to
Jasmine and the others. "I'm sorry, but I overheard your
conversation. I don't know what would have been a better plan,
so I went on my own. Mokona will give you this letter, and when
he does, you can come after me. I WILL get Aladdin, Moeagaru,
Yusuke and Mamoru back safely. -!Hikaru."
Hikaru folded up the letter, and gave it to Mokona, who made
it disappear.
"Are you aware of the dangers you are walking into?" Iago
asked.
"Yes," Hikaru said, "but there's no other way."
"I can't let you do this," Iago said seriously. "Who's to say
it's not a trap?"
"I have no doubts it's a trap," Hikaru said. "That's why I
wrote a note and had the others come, in case Mozenrath gets the
drop on me. It would have been stupid to just go without leaving
a note."
"It's stupid for you to go by yourself at all," Rasoul said
from behind the princess.
"Oh, no..." Hikaru muttered. "You are so not going to tell
Jasmine..." she said.
"I answer to Jasmine and the SUltan," Rasoul said, "and I'd
get it from them if I knew you were out taking stupid risks and
didn't tell anyone."
"Chargine into a pack of wolves without thinking or having a
plan is stupid," Hikaru countered. "I sort of have a plan.
Besides, if you answer to Jasmine and the Sultan, didn't they
ask you not to swear in front of me, Kaze, Umi, Moeagaru, Hanako
or Himeko?"
"What're you getting at?" Rasoul demanded.
"Remember when you slipped and said that word in front of me
and Himeko and you begged me not to tell anyone?"
"You wouldn't..." Rasoul looked worried.
"If you keep me from doing this, I would," Hikaru said.
"But..." Rasoul stumbled for what to say.
"Nobody has to know we had this conversation," Hikaru said.
"Ok, fine," Rasoul grumbled. "But if you get hurt, you will
answer to me."
Hikaru almost laughed out loud. This dude amused her whether
he was under Primera's influence or not. Once she made sure she
had her disguise pen, she walked through the door, and was
outside Mozenrath's kingdom. When she shut the door, it
disappeared.

In the meeting room Jasmine took a seat with a sigh. She didn't
mind being in charge, in fact it was in her blood. But she was
frustrated about what to do. They didn't seem to have many
options.

"The disguise pen!" Hikari suddenly cried out.

"Yeah, one of us can pose as Hikaru." Umi nodded.

"If anyone should go, it's me." Jasmine announced.

"How come? You have a lot to lose." Genie spoke up. "A dad,
two kids... C'mon Jas, I know you want to save them as much as
we do but no point in you risking your life to --"

"Genie think about it, I have a couple of tricks Mozenrath has
yet to see. I do stand a good chance against him." Jasmine
insisted. And silently she felt she owed it to Hikaru. That girl
had saved Jasmine's life and brought Aladdin back to her as
well.

"No one said you didn't," Genie responded. "But it will be
dangerous. We should all go."

"All right." Jasmine agreed. She realized going as a group
would be better. Strength in numbers and all. "Is the pen in
Hikaru's room?" She asked Hikari.

"We'll have to go see, she may have taken it with her." Hikari
said. As they stepped out of the room a little furry animal with
large ears met them.

"Mokona!" Hanako smiled.

"What is that?" Jasmine questioned, eyeing the cute animal.

"It's a cabbit...part rabbit part cat. He's from back home."
Umi explained.

"How did he get here?" Kaze wondered.

"Hikaru must have brought him back...." Hikari said
thoughtfully. "She must have come back a little early. She has
to be in the palace somewhere." Just then the red stone on
Mokona's head glowed pink and a note appeared. Jasmine scooped
it up and read it aloud.

"Oh no... that's just like Hikaru." She gasped. "We have to go
after her."


***********************


In Mozenrath's castle he laughed at his prisoners. It was quite
enjoyable having four people he despised here for him to
torture. It was 6 hours until midnight, plenty of time. He knew
Hikaru might come early, and was prepared for that. But for now
he would have fun. All four captives had been held in chains,
but Mozenrath grew tired of that. "Time to get creative." He
told Xerxes. In a flash he zapped Mamoru upside-down and had him
hanging by his feet from the ceiling tied tightly in rough
ropes. "You should have never spoken to Hikaru." Mozenrath said
menacingly. "It's because of YOU she won't agree to be mine.
I'll never know what she sees in you."

"I'm not evil, for one." Mamoru quipped. Mozenrath took a shot
at him, hitting Mamoru's legs with a shocking blast. That should
shut him up.

Then the wizard turned to Aladdin. "And you, my old
enemy....must you be so hard to kill?" With a snap of his
fingers Aladdin was wrapped in thorny chains. Mozenrath had made
them himself, they were a first of their kind. The thorns stuck
into Aladdin's skin and Mozenrath smiled. "It's funny how things
work out. You of all people became good friends with Hikaru. I
can almost taste the irony! Well, I have you where I want you
now. You'll pay for your influence on her and for every other
time you stopped my plans."

"You can't win Mozenrath. I would think you could have learned
that by now." Aladdin said.

Mozenrath shook his head and zapped up a round disc right in
front of Aladdin's face. It spun round and round creating a very
dizzying red and yellow swirl pattern. The same pattern used to
mesmerize people. Mozenrath figured if he forced Aladdin to look
at it long enough he could get him under his control. And that
would be the perfect end for the former street rat. To have to
work for Mozenrath right before his death.

Next Mozenrath faced Moeagaru. She was looking a bit concerned
for her friends. He wasted no time in zapping up a water torture
contraption for her. She was chained to a hard board, laid flat
and had water drip on her every 5 seconds, right between the
eyes. It was enough to drive any normal person mad within an
hour. Mozenrath thought water was fitting to put out the Fire
Princess's flame.
"I'll fill you full of fireballs for this, and be demned if I
don't, you bloody sack of slime!" Moeagaru yelled.

"You won't get the chance." Mozenrath said confidently. "Ahh
the best friend. You have gotten in the way too many times.
You're too tough for your own good little lesbo."

"Ok, now I'm TICKED!" Moeagaru seethed. Mozenrath simply
ignored her.

Finally there was Yusuke. The wizard snarled at Hikaru's
brother. With a wave of his hand Yusuke was circled by a large
bubble. But not just any bubble. This one was set to shock him
if he moved, and if not then it released a zap of electricity
into him every 20 seconds just for fun. "You broke my arm."
Mozenrath stated angrily. "I should kill you just for that! A
little overprotective of sister dear, aren't you? But... it
turns out you are of some use. The reason I have you all here is
to get Hikaru here. I know she'll come to try and save you. I
left orders with Jasmine, Chibi-Moon, Umi and Kaze that Hikaru
must come here alone, by midnight. If she doesn't show, well
then I get to dispose of you four like the trash you are."

"You are NOT keeping her!" Yusuke called out.

"I am, there's nothing any of you can do about it." Mozenrath
bragged. He surveyed the four, satisfied with their individual
discomforts. Then he noticed Aladdin's head was dropped. So, the
'hero' couldn't take a little dizziness? Or...was he under the
sorcerer's power? Mozenrath went to check. "You better not be
trying to contact Hikaru!" He threatened. But upon coming closer
it was clear that Aladdin was really out. The wizard took this
opportunity to give him a rude awakening. He punched Aladdin in
the face, jarring his head back and jolting him into
consciousness. "None of that!" Mozenrath smirked. "Being
unconscious and missing all this fun is too good for you! Enjoy
every minute." He laughed.

Hikaru hid behind a pillar for what seemed like hours.
Manlucks stood guard, and she couldn't risk being seen by them
or the tattletale pervert eel.
Speaking of the devil, Xerxes flew out, probably to see if
she had arrived yet. Then, Hikaru got an idea. She knew she
couldn't use the disguise pen to turn into a manluck, since they
were not human, but Hikaru wouldn't have wanted to pose as one
of those gross things anyway. It was worse than what she was
about to do.
"Disguise action!" she called out. "Turn me into Mozenrath!"
The disguise pen did its work, changing Hikaru into an exact
copy of Mozenrath. "So, this is what it's like to be a guy," she
mused. She stepped out of her hiding place.
"Master!" Xerxes flew to Hikaru/Mozenrath. "What you do out
here?"
"Must you question me!" Hikaru said in Mozenrath's voice.
"And learn to use proper grammar!"
"But..." Xerxes began.
"Silence!" Hikaru/Mozenrath bellowed. "I am about to cast a
very important spell, and I need you to do exactly what I tell
you. Go back into the castle. If you see me, don't say a word
about me being out here. Just start insulting me."
"Master..."
"Must you interupt! Do as I say. Go into the castle, and
swear at me a lot. Ignore my requests to stop, no matter how mad
I get. Remember, this is necessary for the spell. And you..."
Hikaru/Mozenrath gestured to four manlucks. "Go in after Xerxes
and start fighting with each other. I want to see a lot of kicks
and punches, and throw furniture if need be." Then
Hikaru/Mozenrath made some fruit appear and handed it to another
manluck. "Go in and start juggling these. And you..." a rubber
ball appeared in Hikaru/Mozenrath's hand. "Start bouncing this
off the wall. And you over there, go in and kick me from behind
every chance you get. And you next to him, kiss everything in
sight, including me. Now, all of you go! And don't fail me!"
Xerxes, followed by the manlucks headed into the castle.
"Talk about easy!" Hikaru said, as she pushed a button on the
disguise pen, reverting to her original form. Then, she brought
out her magic compact. "Moonlight crisis make-up!" she shouted,
transforming into her armour, then sneaking off to the castle.

Once inside, Hikaru snuck right past Mozenrath, who had his
back to her. She glanced at a nearby table. It would be her
hiding place until the appropriate time. Before she ducked under
it, she noticed a few items ontop. Mamoru's sword was among
them. She would have to grab that when Mozenrath was distracted.
She also spotted a book titled "Shoujo Sugar." Shoujo sugar was
the slang term for her type of magic. So, Mozenrath was doing
more spying. "Can't have that," she muttered, taking the book
and hurling it out a window. SHe could have used her telekenetic
powers to do so, but she wanted the satisfaction of throwing it,
as well as the satisfaction of Mozenrath having to look for it.
Then, Hikaru noticed some cards with some kanji on them. She
knew what these were, and used to buy them until Hikari scolded
her, telling her they were not toys. The cards were magic, and
whatever you wrote on them in Kanji would appear. Hikaru grabbed
the cards and ducked under the table.
Fortunately, Mozenrath had written on the cards in pencil, so
Hikaru was able to erase his Kanji and re-write what she wanted.
She hadn't eaten since before she left Cosmos, so she began
writing the names of different foods she liked.
Cherries...strawberries...cheesecake...pizza...peaches...chicken.
..steak...lemonade...
When Hikaru ran out of food items, there were three cards
left. "Hmmm..." she said to herself. "Mokona!" She quickly wrote
the cabbit's name. "Tamahome!" she wrote on another card. One
card left. Hmmm..."Mamoru!" she wrote, then put the cards back
on the table just as Xerxes entered.
"It's showtime!" she whispered.

Mozenrath took a seat on his throne and leaned back. This was
more entertainment than he'd had in years! He loved watching
these four meddlesome pests suffer. It still wasn't midnight,
but no sign of Hikaru. If Mozenrath knew her, and he did know
her well, she would not pass up the chance to save them. Still,
Mozenrath used his time to taunt his 'guests'.

"I guess Hikaru doesn't really care about you." He said
smugly. "What kind of a friend is that?" The sorcerer looked
toward Mamoru. By now he had been upside down a while and his
nose was bleeding from it. "You're even more pathetic than I
thought if even your own girlfriend won't help you."

Just then Xerxes hurried over to Mozenrath and let out a stream
of insults including: "Demned wizard!" and "Frickin' head case".
And it only got worse from there. Mozenrath smacked the slimy
creature.

"How dare you speak to me that way!" He growled.

Under the table Hikaru could see and hear plenty. She covered
her mouth to stop herself from laughing. The eel was really
laying into it's Master. "Hikaru, she most..." Xerxes was
saying. Hikaru quickly covered her ears. She didn't want to hear
whatever perverted observation followed.

"SHUT UP!" Mozenrath screamed in Xerxes' face. Then the fun
really began.... in came a few manluks.

Just as Mozenrath blasted Xerxes across the room and slammed him
into a wall he got a swift kick from behind. The sorcerer turned
sharply, his eyes almost red with anger. A manluk stood behind
him, without expression. "I'll shred you for that!" Mozenrath
raged, and with a couple of quick moves, he did. As soon as he
was rid of one manluk, another started in. This one threw chairs
around and even overturned Mozenrath's throne. A couple more
came in, one juggling fruit like some sort of clown! The other
began bouncing a ball around and off walls as if it was a game.
"Stop this at once!" Mozenrath bellowed. With all the commotion
he never even saw Jasmine and the others sneak in. They went to
work quietly trying to free their friends.

Mozenrath started to turn and felt one of the undead guards hit
him in the face. The wizard couldn't believe the gall of these
servants! He zapped the one who hit him to pieces. Yet another
manluk crept in and started going for Mozenrath. He pushed it
back, but inside he wondered if his magic had somehow weakened
and his slaves were trying to get revenge. The manluk in front
of him lunged forward and kissed Mozenrath, completely
disgusting the shocked wizard. He knocked of the smelly manluk's
head then repeatedly zapped it's body. Mozenrath was way beyond
mad and confused. He was outraged! What caused them all to
misbehave at once like this? No matter, he would destroy them
all if he had to.

Mozenrath glanced around and noticed the intruders. He started
firing off energy balls at them. They could not just walk in and
take their friends back!

Hikaru used this oportunity to come out from her hiding place.
Grabbing Mamoru's sword, she managed to cut him free.
Mozenrath noticed this, and was furious. He sent a blast of
energy directly at Hikaru.
Hikaru was prepared for this. "Miroir flash!" she called out,
sending Mozenrath's attack back at him.
Mozenrath managed to dodge the energy blast. "Don't you know
I'm always prepared?" he said, as he picked up the cards Hikaru
had written on. "Maybe this'll teach you." He fanned out the
cards and waved them in the air.
First, a cake appeared. Then, some fruit. Within seconds,
several food items had appeared. Hikaru handed Mamoru his sword,
and went to grab a peach and started eating it. "Don't bother
me," she said, "I'm eating."
"I didn't want food!" the wizard bellowed. "Hikaru!"
"What?" Hikaru had finished her peach and stuffed a handful
of cherries in her mouth.
"Don't swallow the seeds," said Moeagaru, who'd just been
freed by Mamoru.
"This has gone on far enough!" Mozenrath screamed, making
ready to zap Hikaru again. But before he could do so, a strange
creature appeared and started bouncing around the room saying
"Puu! Puu! Puu! Puu! Puu!"
"It's Mokona!" Hanako said.
"No," said Hikaru, who had picked all the pits out of her
mouth and tossed them aside. "It's not really Mokona. But a nice
likeness."
Mozenrath tried to zap the annoying creature, but it was way
too fast.
"Let's get out of here," Mamoru said, after he had freed
Aladdin and Yusuke. Hikaru went to work healing the cuts the
thorny chains had made.
"Nobody's going anywhere!" Mozenrath shouted. He lunged at
Hikaru. "You'll not do this again, Princess."
Hikaru did an acrobatic flip in the air, landing on Mozenrath
and knocking him to the ground. "You'll not try to hurt my
friends again," she retorted.
Mozenrath zapped Hikaru, knocking her to the ground as well.
But before he could do much more, a silver arrow flew past.
Mozenrath looked up, and did a double-take. Mamoru had shot
him with a silver arrow, but another Mamoru was on the other
side of the room, having just freed Yusuke. Of course. Hikaru
would write Mamoru's name on one of those cards.
"You won't win this time," said the fake Mamoru.
Hikaru got up to her feet and ran to her friends. Meanwhile,
Mokona was still bouncing around the room shouting "Puu! Puu!
Puu!"
"This isn't over yet!" Mozenrath said, preparing to fire at
anything that moved. The first one was Aladdin. Aladdin. He'd
kill him again, and he'd stay dead this time. Mozenrath fired a
deadly blast, powerful enough to blow the former street rat to
bits.
Before Mozenrath's shot could hit Aladdin, a shooting star
sailed past, taking his attack, flying it around the room and
causing it to disintegrate.
"What the..." Mozenrath began.
A man with dark brown hair, wearing red armour similar to
Mamoru's silver armour stepped forward. "Give it up, Mozenrath!"
the warrior said.
"Isn't that..." Moeagaru began, then laughed. "Of course. All
the food, Mokona, Mamoru, and Tamahome! Hikaru would write his
name on a card, too."
"Get out of here now," the fake Tamahome commanded. "Mamoru's
clone and I will take care of this demented wizard."
The group wasted no time in retreating. Hikaru grabbed some
food before they left. "Can't let it go to waste," she said
before taking a bite of chicken. Mokona still continued to
bounce and make noise.

"So it was you that caused the manlucks to act like that?"
Jasmine asked Hikaru.
"And got Xerxes to talk to Mozenrath in the way he did,"
Hikaru added. "I'll laugh every time I think of it, but I'm sure
I won't be able to use a tactic like that on Mozenrath
again...unless his servants are even dumber than I thought." She
stuffed the last of the cheesecake she was eating into her
mouth.
"Only you would have coriographed such chaos," Moeagaru
laughed.
"Well," Hikaru said, "I wouldn't say that. From what I
remember of Aladdin's adventures, he's come up with some pretty
clever tactics. You don't always have to rush into battle. In
fact, villians expect it." The group was heading out of
Mozenrath's kingdom, and Hikaru stopped and turned back in the
direction of Mozenrath's castle. The others wondered what the
High Princess was up to.
Hikaru waved her hand in the air. A flash of magic could be
seen as she did this.
"What did you do?" Yusuke asked.
"What do I always do when we beat Mozenrath?" Hikaru
responded.
Umi giggled. "Poor psycho wizard," she laughed.

Back in Mozenrath's castle, the copies of Tamahome, Mamoru
and that annoying creature Hanako had called Mokona all
disappeared. The sorcerer came out of the corner where the two
had him pinned. He certainly hadn't expected such chaos. He
didn't know what spell Hikaru used to turn his slaves against
him, but he would ssoon find out.
Suddenly, Mozenrath heard several crashes. Before he could go
to see what the commotion was, Kiba-Okami came in, finishing off
a chicken leg.
"You know, you're out of food," the wolf demon said.
Mozenrath glared at the stupid creature. "I thought I told
you to stay out of my kingdom!" he shouted.
"You said to stay away from Hikaru," he said, "which I won't
do either."
"I should kill you just for existing," Mozenrath said.
"You know it's hard to kill a wolf demon," Kiba-Okami said.
"I'll get ahold of demon-slaying weapons...or...Hikaru's
sceptar! She will be my queen, afterall."
Kiba-Okami took one look around the room, noticing the
disorder. "Looks like Hikaru got away from you again," he
observed. "This place looks worse than my hideout."
"Shut UP!" Mozenrath said, zapping Kiba-Okami.
"I don't shut up, I grow up," Kiba-Okami said.
"Oh, that's original," Mozenrath said.
"Oh, that's original," Kiba-Okami mocked.
"Don't start that!"
"Don't start that!"
"Stop it!"
"Stop it!"
Mozenrath sent a blast of fire at the wolf demon, who ran
around the room screaming.

That night, before she went to bed, Hikaru wrote out the
duration of the day in her journal. The thought of those
manlucks behaving in such a way still made her laugh.
"...That tactic was kind of fun. I think Mozenrath was so
shocked by all the chaos, he forgot how to fight. Good for
me...and all my friends," Hikaru wrote. "I think Sadira is
coming back from Sairou tomorrow afternoon. Then all of us are
going to Kutou. It should be a fun trip, this time. Genie has
even agreed to cancel classes while we are there. I am sure
Hanako will make sure I bring my textbooks, though."
Hikaru signed her name at the end of her entry, and allowed a
couple minutes for the ink to dry, when Jasmine came into her
room.
"Hikaru," Jasmine said, "It's nearly two in the morning."
"Oops," Hikaru said, "Sorry, I had to write about today while
it was still fresh in my head." Seeing that the ink was dry, she
shut her journal.
"I didn't know you kept a journal," Jasmine said, "but I
guess it doesn't surprise me that you would."
"Moe-chan got me this journal for my thirteenth birthday,"
she explained. "She is the only one who can read it. Not many
people know I keep a journal. Some would be much too curious
about what I write about them." Hikaru laughed.
"Like a certain parrot?" Jasmine smiled.
"Yes," Hikaru said, "but I doubt he could read Kanji." Hikaru
glanced out the window. "Guess I should go to bed now," she
said.
Jasmine said good night to the princess and left the room.
Hikaru blew out her light, put her journal in the drawer of her
night table and climbed into bed with Mokona and Jinsoku.

The next day, Sadira and Keisuke had arrived as scheduled.
"What's new in Sairou?" Jasmine asked. Then she noticed the
ring on Sadira's left ring finger. "Have you guys set a date
yet?" she asked.
"The wedding will be the June after next," Sadira said. "We
want a long engagement."
"I'm so happy for you," Hikaru said. "And, what was this you
were saying about Koutoku meeting someone?"
"Oh," Keisuke said, "he met a girl from the countryside. Her
name is Minako."
"I think you would like her, Hikaru," Sadira said. "She's a
lot like you, and even resembles you. The only difference is
that she does her hair like Himeko's, but if she did it like
yours, it would be hard to tell you two apart."
"Ooh!" Hikaru said, "I can't wait to meet her!"
"But I just want a vibrating chair!" Iago could be heard
protesting.
"I told him not to bother Mokona," Hikaru muttered. The four
rushed out into the hall, where they saw Iago fly past, trying
to catch Mokona. Moeagaru went after him, shooting her
fireballs.
"Stop bothering Mokona!" Moeagaru shouted at the parrot.
After the two passed, Mokona came out of hiding and bounced
over to Hikaru.
"When will Iago learn?" Hikaru said, shaking her head. "The
more you chase him, the harder Mokona is to catch."
The others laughed.

