Adventures in Agrabah - Part 20 - The Haunted Snowglobe
Hikaru's brother sends her a sparkling snowglobe with the ghost of a princess trapped inside. Who is this princess? And what can Hikaru do to help?


On a Saturday afternoon, most of the palace's occupants were
gathered in a sitting room. Genie had set up karaoke again, and
Hikaru was singing another song.
"Stirred by impulses that there's nothing I can do
That has begun for me now, feelings searching for you

Just like predictable movies and books are boring
When life is a little bit off, it might be more fun

This warm feeling is c'est la vie
As long as I am me
C'est la vie, I want to keep on being in love with you..."
Hikaru sang.
"She does have a beautiful voice," Cassim said.
"She loves to sing," Umi said. "She could sing all day."
"Just like an unexpected someplace
Causes sores from the shoes on my feet
From time to time someplace in my heart feels pain

I know I will find you, c'est la vie
That's the reason I am me
C'est la vie, that's the reason you are you..."
"Hey, Moe-chan," Hanako whispered, "wanna get Hikaru to do
the Mokona song with us?"
"Which one?" Moeagaru asked. "Mokona dance, or the other
one?"
"Let's do the other one," Hanako said.
Moeagaru thought for a minute, then agreed.
When Hikaru finished up "C'est La Vie," Moeagaru and Hanako
approached the stage.
"Let's sing the Mokona song!" they said to Hikaru.
"Ooh! Ok!" Hikaru agreed. Genie cued up the music, and Hikaru
began. "In the oval egg there are bananas two
In the round lakes there are crescents two
In two cradles there are also pillows two
So cute
"It's Mokona" "Puu""
"White and fluffy His eyes smile," Hanako sang.
"The jewel on his forehead shines like glitters
Anything pops up Forever handy
A wonderful creature
"That's Mokona" "Puu""
"When it's time for battle he's never around," Moeagaru sang.
"When it's finished wonders wonders come out
Maybe he has a secret
What in the world is he
"The mysterious Mokona" "Puu""
Everybody clapped, as the three finished their song.
"My turn!" Kaze called out, stepping up to the microphone. "I
wanna sing 'Catch You Catch Me'" she told Genie. As the music
began, Kaze took her cue and began to sing. "I want to see you,
but I can't... How sad, these feelings...
I can't say it, but I want to.
I just keep letting my chance slip by."
As Kaze sang, Hikari flew in with a package for Hikaru.
"Yusuke sent this with me," she explained.
Hikaru tore into the package. The first thing she found was a
letter. "My dear sister," Yusuke wrote, "I found this at the
market place, and thought of you. The vendor said that he had
refused many potential buyers, but when he found I was the High
Princess's older brother, he sold it to me. He said the snow
globe was meant to fall into your hands someday. Please take
very good care of it."
Hikaru dug deeper into the box to find a sparkling snow
globe. Inside, was a lovely scene of a castle, with a
pink-haired princess standing outside. Hikaru thought she had
noticed that, at first, the princess looked a bit sad. But when
she brought the snow globe up and looked right at it, she
noticed the princess was smiling, it appeared, at her. Strange.
Kaze was finishing up her song. "Hey look!
Catch You Catch You Catch Me Catch Me Absolutely!
It's our destiny. It suits us well.
Yeah! Nice to Meet You Good to See You Surely!
I won't give in to anyone. I'll be
No. 1, No. 1, No. 1, No. 1 in the world to you!
I'm - in - love - with - you!"
"Look what Yusuke got me!" Hikaru showed Kaze.
"Oh, he told me about that!" Kaze said. "It was so hard to
keep it a secret from you, because I knew, when he described it
to me, that you would like it."
"I think I'll put it on my night table," Hikaru said.

That night the five Princesses were gathered in Hikaru's room
talking. "Did you see Iago's face when we did the Mokona song?"
Hanako laughed.

"Oh yeah, priceless!" Moeagaru grinned.

"I just hope that bird doesn't get it in his head to try and
sing again!" Umi rolled her eyes. They all laughed, remembering
how awful Iago was.

Hanako moved over to Hikaru's night table and picked up her new
snow globe. "This is really lovely." She commented, watching the
sparkles fall around the little princess.


"I knew Hikaru would love it." Kaze said.

"And I do!" Hikaru nodded. "So thoughtful of Yusuke."

"You do have the best big brother in the world." Kaze winked.

"You would say that!" Umi teased tossing a pillow in Kaze's
direction. Kaze casually stopped it with her wind, and when Umi
turned away she had it hit her in the back. "Hey!" Umi cried,
whirling around. Kaze looked at the ceiling innocently. Before
Umi could do anything in return Princess Jasmine appeared in the
doorway.

"Sorry girls, but it's almost midnight." Jasmine told them.

"Really? Time flies when we're talking." Hikaru said. She had
no idea it had gotten so late...but that explained why she kept
yawning.

"Sorry Jasmine." Hanako said genuinely. She hated breaking the
rules, and if she had known the time she would have been in bed.

"Don't worry about it. I know you all were having fun."
Jasmine gave them a smile. She obviously wasn't mad that it was
past their bedtime. "Good night." She said, then retreated down
the dark hallway.

The other girls said good night to Hikaru and headed back to
their own rooms. Hikaru took a quick look out her window to see
the stars, then she hopped into bed and snuggled in for the
night.

************************

A startled Hikaru sat up in her bed. She rubbed her eyes and
looked around. She was in Agrabah. In her dream she had been
back in Tokyo, and was once again Hikaru Usako. Now that she was
awake she couldn't help breathing a little hard. The dreams were
so real, it was a shock to wake up and be somewhere else.
Jedeite had been there with her again and it seemed she was
getting ever closer to him. Was it possible to feel anything for
someone who only existed in a dream? She shook the thought away
and instead thought of Mamoru. She wished he were here. He
always knew what to say.

A soft pink glow distracted the Princess. It was to her left,
coming from her bed side table. What in the world? Hikaru
turned, throwing her legs over the side of her bed and staring
at the glow. It was her new snow globe! A chill ran down her
spine....was this another trap? Hikaru decided it was best to be
wary and she started to move away from the glowing globe. When
she did the pink glow got brighter. "Hikaru?" She heard her name
in a faint whisper. "Hikaru?"

Did someone need her? Was this a cry for help? The Princess was
unsure of what to do. Then the glow left the snow globe and came
closer to her, traveling across the room. It quickly took on a
human shape and in an instant a girl appeared in front of
Hikaru. She wasn't just any girl, she was the Princess from the
snow globe! And she was transparent....a ghost!
"Hikaru?" the ghost said.
"Hey..." Hikaru said in shock, "Aren't you..."
"My name is Princess Aiko," said the ghost. "For many years,
I have waited for you. And now I've found you!"
Hikaru would have felt scared, but she sensed no evil in this
apparition. In fact, she felt a calming sort of feeling. Safe
and secure. "But how..." Hikaru began, a bit confused.
"I will explain everything in time. But first, I want to show
you something." Aiko held out her hand for Hikaru to take. The
two disappeared.

Aiko reappeared with Hikaru in a lovely country setting.
"This is my kingdom," Aiko said. "It's called the Kingdom of
Serenity."
"It's lovely," Hikaru breathed.
"Let me show you around," Aiko said.
Aiko gave Hikaru a tour of the lovely kingdom. They had even
stopped in one of the orchards to eat some peaches and cherries,
and then moved onto a little section of woods that was similar
to Hikaru's hideaway back home.
"I like to come here, because it's so peaceful," Aiko said.
"I read novels, or write, or let my closest friends come here."
"Where are your friends now?" Hikaru wondered. "I should like
to meet them."
Aiko got a pained look on her face. Then a clock began to
strike. "I have to go!" she said hurriedly.
"Have to go?" Hikaru repeated. "But..."
"I'll get you back home, but I really can't stay much longer!
I'll see you again tomorrow night."

In a flash, Hikaru was back in her bed. "Did I dream that?"
she wondered. She looked at the snow globe, but it was just as
it had been the night before.

The next day, Hikaru, Aladdin, Cassim, Moeagaru, Iago,
Jasmine and Hikari were in the relaxation room talking about
random things.
"I should like to go visit my mother sometime," Hikaru was
saying. "I miss her already. Before last summer, I was never
away from home for very long."
"Your mother said that she and the other four Queens talked
about you girls going home once a month to spend time with
family," Hikari said. "In a couple of weeks, you will get to go
home for a weekend."
"I'd love that!" Hikaru said.
"I am a fairy! You stupid moronic guard!" Primera's angry
voice could be heard.
A few minutes later, Rasoul burst into the room, wearing a
purple and white Sailor uniform, complete with white gloves,
purple boots and a tiera.
"I'm the pretty suited Sailor Soldier, Sailor Rasoul! I stand
for love! I stand for justice! And I was trained to act, not
think! In the name of Agrabah, I shall right wrongs and triumph
over evil!"
Hikaru and Aladdin were both doubled over with hysterical
laughter.
"Primera!" Hikari scolded.
Primera flew into the room. "HE did it again!" she complained.
"I flew past, and he said 'sprite' under his breath! I heard
him!"
"Primera, could you change him back?" Jasmine said, trying
hard not to laugh, herself.
Cassim watched the whole scene, trying to keep a straight
face. It was amusing to see this arrogant captain of the guard
so easily beaten by a fairy, all because of his own stupid
pride.
Primera tapped Rasoul, changing him back. He took one look at
Hikaru, who was still laughing so hard she was hyper-ventelating
and had tears streaming down her cheeks.
"Are you a princess, or a hyena?" he asked her.
"Careful," Primera said threateningly, "remember what
happened last time you asked her that."
Rasoul fled from the room.
"Anybody can see," Cassim said to Primera, "that you don't
look remotely like a sprite. A sprite is a different species,
and it is easy to tell the difference."
"Try telling Rasoul that," Primera said. "He thinks I am a
sprite because I am so different from Hikari and I have pink
hair. Stupid Rasoul."
"Ok," Hikari said. "That's enough. Hikaru, stop that, before
you give yourself a heart attack."
Hikaru took a breath and regained composure.

Later that night, Hikaru watched the stars in the sky. After
about twenty minutes, she climbed into bed and went to sleep.

Hikaru sat up straight in bed. Every night since after
Mozenrath used that crown to control her, she had had recurring
dreams about Tokyo in 1995. She did have other dreams, but every
night without fail, she would dream about Tokyo and Jedeite. Her
real friends were in some of these dreams, but she didn't
remember them.
Suddenly, her snow globe began to glow, and Aiko stepped out,
reaching her hand for Hikaru's.

Aiko and Hikaru walked through the woods, and stopped in her
hideout in the woods.
"Hikaru," Aiko said, "do your people, your friends and family
mean a lot to you?"
Hikaru nodded. "I have a special love for everyone," she
said.
"Everyone?" Aiko asked.
"Yes," Hikaru said. "Everybody needs love to survive."
"That's a good way to think," Aiko said. "Don't ever change."
Suddenly, Aiko got that same pained look, as a clock began to
strike. A few minutes later, Hikaru was back in her bed.

The next night Hikaru went to bed early. She had a good
reason...she couldn't wait to see Princess Aiko again. She found
her interesting, but sad. Hikaru wanted to learn more. She
wanted to know why she was the only one who could communicate
with the ghost. Hikaru sat down on her bed and blew out the two
candles she had lit.

In the next room Moeagaru was practicing a few fighting moves
that Aladdin had taught all the Princesses. She wanted to have
them down for their next class. Umi, Kaze and Hanako were all in
Kaze's room - they said they were studying but Moeagaru knew it
would be mostly talking. Moeagaru tried a high kick and was
pleased with how it looked. "One down, seven more to go." She
muttered at her reflection in the mirror. She crossed her room
to take a look at the notes she had written. As she did so
Moeagaru thought she heard voices coming from Hikaru's room. But
who would she be talking to? As far as Moeagaru knew the other
girls weren't in there, Aladdin Jasmine, Hikari, the Sultan and
Genie were last seen in the throne room and Jinsoku, Nyan Nyan
and Iago were somewhere downstairs too. She moved closer to the
wall and listened. It was two female voices. Hmm. Maybe Jasmine
had come up? The Princess of Volcana decided to check on her
friend, just to be sure. With as many times as Hikaru had been
kidnapped lately Moeagaru wasn't about to risk anything.

She went straight from her door to Hikaru's. She thought of
knocking, but she usually didn't so why should this be any
different? She eased open the door and was surprised to find her
friend's room was completely dark. Hikaru was already in bed and
from the souns of it, sound asleep. Moeagaru shook her head in
amazement. It was only about 9:30! She hadn't seen Hikaru go to
bed that early in a couple of years. Moeagaru closed the door
behind her. She hoped Hikaru wasn't getting sick.

***************************


Aiko and Hikaru walked through what Aiko told Hikaru was her
home. "This is the only home I ever knew, I grew up here." Aiko
explained. Hikaru looked up and down, taking in the unique
building as they strolled. It was majestic and romantic looking.
"And if I had gotten married it was very possible that my
husband and I would have lived in this palace." Aiko got a look
of longing on her pretty face.

"What's wrong?" Hikaru questioned.

"Well.... I did have a fiancée." Aiko sighed. "I miss him so."

"What happened?" Hikaru was almost afraid to ask. She saw the
pain in her new friend's eyes.

"He's gone. He died shortly before me."

"Oh how awful!" Hikaru clasped her hands together, wishing
there was something she could do or say. But she knew nothing
would take away Aiko's pain or her loss.

"I'm sorry, I don't really like to talk about it." Aiko said
before turning a corner. Hikaru followed her. Aiko's castle was
made mostly of stone, it had a very old look to it. Apparently
Aiko's family color was red. Hikaru spotted red flags all over
and even a red family crest.

Hikaru was curious but she didn't want to upset Aiko any
further. It must have been so hard for Aiko, losing her love
like that. A now familiar chime was heard. The pain came back to
Princess Aiko's eyes. "Oh! I must go!" She cried.

"See you tomorrow night!" Hikaru called as Aiko vanished.


The next night, Hikaru sat in the library studying her math.
There would be a test in a couple of days, and Hikaru wanted to
be prepared.

The Sultan slept in his bedchamber, when suddenly, he heard a
young girl's voice calling Hikaru. The voice was unfamiliar, so
he got up to see who it was.
When he looked out the door, the Sultan screamed as he saw a
transparent figure of a girl, about seventeen or eighteen walk
past.
"Hikaru!" she called, "where are you? Hikaru-chan?"

Iago came out of the kitchen, carying a bunch of grapes. He
often snuck a snack or two after everybody had gone to bed. He
sneaked down the hall, careful not to get caught. Aladdin and
Jasmine both agreed the bird ate so much that he didn't need a
midnight snack every night.
"Hikaru-chan!" he heard. He screamed and dropped the food.
"Ghost!" he cried, flying through the palace.

Aladdin and Jasmine came out of their room, as Iago flew past
screaming.
"Iago, you'll wake the dead with all that raquette," Aladdin
said sleepily.
"You're not far off," Iago said. "There's a ghost in the
palace!"
"Are you sure Rasoul didn't just catch you sneaking snacks
again?" Jasmine asked.
"I saw her!" Iago said.

By this time, Hikaru had returned to her room.
"Hikaru-chan!" Aiko came in shortly after her.
"Aiko-chan!" Hikaru said. "I'm so sorry. You see, I had a
math test, and..."
"There she is!" Iago flew in with all the other palace's
occupants behind him.
"Iago, what are you talking about?" Hikaru asked.
"That's the ghost I saw!" the Sultan said.
"Yeah," Iago said, "I saw her, too!"
"Did she steal any treasure?" Hikaru asked.
"No," the Sultan said.
"Did she hurt anyone?" Hikaru continued.
The Sultan shook his head.
"Then what's the problem?" Hikaru asked.
"The problem is," Rasoul said, "that demon is terrorizing the
entire palace!"
"There is a difference between a demon and a ghost," Hikaru
said.
"Demon, ghost...whatever it is, it needs to be destroyed."
Rasoul noticed that a pink light was coming from the snow globe.
The same pink light that surrounded Aiko. "I'll make sure she
doesn't bother anybody again!" He lunged at the snow globe,
preparing to smash it.
Hikaru acted fast, using her rainbow whip, knowing that it
wasn't as strong as her Venus Love Me Chain, but strong enough
to keep Rasoul from destroying the snow globe. The rainbow
tripped Rasoul.
"Hikaru," Iago said, "I will buy you another snow globe! Let
him destroy that one, so we can get some sleep!"
"He doesn't need to destroy it!" Hikaru said. "Aiko isn't
evil! Have you guys forgotten I can SENSE evil? If Rasoul
destroys the snow globe, then Aiko will cease to exist!"
Rasoul got back to his feet by this time. "Your sense of
judgement is questionable," Rasoul told Hikaru. "Now, I know you
are just a child, but street rats, thieves, and now a demon
ghost..."
Moeagaru was ready to defend her best friend, but before she
could say a word, Hikaru had slapped Rasoul across the face.
"I don't care what you say about me," Hikaru said, close to
tears, "but leave Aladdin, his father and Aiko out of it!
Perhaps if you weren't so self-absorbed and arrogant, you would
learn to see things for what they really are, rather than what
they seem. There's more to Aiko-chan than an apparition! She has
a past, and I am sure tragedy was involved. I can tell. Yusuke's
letter made sense! It is no wonder why the vendor wouldn't sell
the snow globe to anybody except for him! I was meant to help
Aiko. And, when I find out what I can do, in the name of Cosmos,
I won't let her down!"
Rasoul was about to say something, but he had never seen
Hikaru mad. He had heard stories, but any stories he heard,
Hikaru had only been angry toward a villian. Rasoul muttered
something, and left the room, looking more arrogant and
puffed-up than usual.
For several moments, nobody said anything. It was Aiko who
spoke first.
"Hikaru is right," she said. "It was her I was looking for."
"But why?" Aladdin wanted to know.
"Hikaru is the only one who can free me. You see, I am under
a curse, and only Hikaru can break it."
Suddenly, it made sense to Hikaru. She listened further.
"During my life, I was princess of the Kingdom of Serenity.
My boyfriend, Prince Yukashii and I were to be married soon.
Unfortunately, I was being pursued by a powerful sorcerer named
Zircon. He wanted me as his queen, because I was powerful enough
to rule the world."
Hikaru gasped at this. It reminded her of her own life, and
how Mozenrath would stop at nothing to get her.
"Zircon had abducted me several times, but his plans were
always foiled in the end. He got really desparate as the day of
my wedding with Yukashii approached. One day, he attacked.
Yukashii had died, trying to defend me. I defeated him, but it
took all my strenghth. As Zircon died, he put a curse on me that
I would spend eternity with him, instead of going to Heaven with
Yukashii. Only someone with a life similar to my own can break
the curse."
"Which is why the snowglobe found Hikaru..." Moeagaru
guessed.
"I've been where Hikaru is," Aiko explained. "We're both very
powerful, our friends and family mean the world to us, and..."
"You both have psycho sorcerers after you," Moeagaru said.
Aiko laughed a bit nervously. "Zircon created a world inside
this snow globe. I spend many days with him, and am only free at
night."
"That explains the distant clock..." Hikaru said.
"That's when he wakes up," Aiko explained. "Hikaru, after
what I just told you, do you think you can defeat Zircon and
break the curse?"
"I will do whatever it takes," Hikaru said.
"Hikaru," Iago said, "it might be dangerous!"
"Don't mess with her," Moeagaru said, knowing how determined
Hikaru could be.
"I have to do this," Hikaru said, before taking Aiko's hand
and disappearing with her.

"I hope she comes back safely," Moeagaru whispered.
"Guys, look!" Umi said, pointing to the snow globe.
"You can see everything that goes on!" Hikari added.
Everybody gathered around, to watch the battle unfold.

Hikaru and Aiko landed in Serenity, during a feirce battle.
Aiko was standing next to a prince, Hikaru guessed, Prince
Yukashii.
"How could you choose such a weakling over a powerful
sorcerer like me!" Zircon was saying.
"Yukashii is twice the man you'll ever be," Aiko shouted.
"You're better off without him!" Zircon roared. "You and I
belong together!" He sent a serge of power, lifting up Princess
Aiko.
"You've bothered Aiko for the last time!" Yukashii shouted,
ready to push Aiko out of the way of the power serge. But before
he could do so, a glowing discus flew past, breaking Zircon's
hold on Princess Aiko.
Aiko and Yukashii both turned to see a girl with long blonde
hair. Her armour was gold, and somewhat resembled a sailor
uniform. The only difference was, the bow on her breast plate
was actually made of feathers. In the center was a crecent moon.
Her boots were gold as well, and she wore gold armlets. On her
back was a pair of white wings. Her tiara flew back to her,
spinning around her finger. She placed it on her head and said,
"The love between these two is sacred. How dare you try to
destroy it for your own personal gain! For that, I can't forgive
you! I am Princess Hikaru, soldier of love and light, and I am
NOT very happy with you!"
"Awfully big words for a little girl," Zircon said, as he
shot an energy ball at Hikaru. She deflected his attack with one
of her armlets. The energy ball flew back at him, but he jumped
out of the way. "You'll soon see what happens to those that come
between me and Aiko."
"And you'll soon see what happens to evil villians who come
between a princess and the one she loves," Hikaru countered. "In
the name of Cosmos, I'll punish you! Love and beauty shock!" A
series of rainbows and hearts shot at the sorcerer. He screamed
in pain.
"I'm not going to lose to you!" he said, getting up.
"The feeling is mutual," Hikaru said, before kicking him hard
with her Super Moon Kick.
Zircon groaned, but got back to his feet. He sent invisible
power at Hikaru, attempting to strangle her.

"Hikaru!" the others cried, from Hikaru's bedroom. Hikaru was
literally choking to death.
"Hikaru! Don't let that slimeball win!" Moeagaru shouted.
"it can't be over yet," Hanako said.
"Hikaru!" Primera cried, "everybody is counting on you!"

Hikaru struggled against the angry sorcerer's powerful grip.
She could barely breathe. It couldn't end this way! Aiko and
Yukashii were counting on her. "I won't let you down..." she
whispered. A white Aura emitted from her body. "You won't
destroy love!" she shouted, breaking the invisible hold.
"What!?" Zircon was shocked. Who was this pretty suited
soldier? He advanced toward Hikaru.
Aiko ran to Hikaru's aid. The two joined hands. "Double love
and beauty shock!" they both shouted, sending hearts, rainbows
and flowers at Zircon, knocking him out.
"Hikaru," Aiko said, "it's up to you.
"Right," Hikaru said, making her sceptar appear. "Saint
crystal! Love for you!" A series of hearts, rainbows and flowers
shot out of the sceptar, melding together and turning white and
entering the sorcerer's body.

"He's struggling," Hikari observed. "He's really fighting
against Hikaru's attack."
"Hikaru's not giving up, though," Moeagaru said.
"That girl's determined," Cassim said.

Hikaru held on tight to her sceptar, as Zircon struggled
against her attack. Out of all that she had healed, this truly
was the biggest challenge. Still, that wasn't going to stop her.
"I...won't...give...up..." she said, giving it everything she
had. Zircon had a strong will to be sure, but Hikaru had
something he didn't, and it made her sad to think of it. But the
love her friends felt for her would be what would defeat Zircon.
As Hikaru felt her friends' love, it filled her body with
power. The power in her sceptar doubled, and Zircon's body
started to break up. The sorcerer screamed as a shadow exited
his body.
Once the shadow left Zircon's body, he disappeared. A
sparkling mist remained, then vanished. This meant that Zircon
would be re-born. Hikaru hoped that, in his new life, he
wouldn't be influenced by evil again.
"Hikaru-chan!" Aiko and Yokashii ran up to Hikaru, who had
collapsed from exhaustion.
"Aiko-chan?" Hikaru said weakly.
"Hikaru, you saved us! Now everything is the way it was. In a
couple of days, Yokashii and I will be married, and it's all
thanks to you!"
"I'm so glad," Hikaru breathed. "Now you can be happy."
"Thank you, Hikaru," Yokashii said.

The next minute, Hikaru was back in her bedroom.
"Hikaru!" Everybody rushed to her.
"Now, they'll be happy," Hikaru said. "Aiko-chan won't be
myserable anymore..." Hikaru pointed to the snow globe, where it
showed a wedding scene. "Look!" she said, "they can spend the
rest of their lives together, now."
The others looked. As the bride and groom kissed, the snow
globe vanished.

The next day, Hikaru ran down the corridor. Class had just
ended, and she and the others were going to go to the market
place. Hikaru ran right into Jasmine.
"Hikaru," she said reproachfully. "The jewlery and fruit
aren't going to run away if you don't buy them soon. Go back and
walk like a lady."
Hikaru did as she was told, and the two joined everybody else
and headed to the market place, where, as Jasmine pointed out,
the jewlery and fruit did not run away.

