Adventures in Agrabah Part 2: Beached Vacation
The group takes a trip to the beach. Even after five years, Saleen still hasn't forgiven Aladdin for rejecting her...


"We're going to the ocean, we're going to the ocean..." Umi
sang, happily breaking up every syllable.

"Yeah and if you'll hurry we can be there in like ten
minutes." Moeagaru pointed out. Umi was dancing around her
bedroom with excitement. Moe-Chan had come to see if she was
ready.

"Let's see...I've got my towel, lotion, sun glasses...I think
that's everything!" Umi said to herself.

"And Aladdin is bringing a net and ball for games." Moeagaru
reminded her friend.

"Okay, all set."

"Good," Came Jasmine's voice from the doorway. "Time to go."
She said with a good-natured smile. Jasmine understood how happy
water made Umi and she knew this was a treat. She hoped everyone
would have fun and enjoy the break. After all, the girls went
through a lot last week and they had been studying hard. "Oh,"
Jasmine added as an after thought, "Got your swim suits?"

"Got mine."Moeagaru replied, "Umi doesn't need one."

The look on Princess Jasmine's face was priceless. She was
utterly confused and a little shocked. "Why not?" She got out.

"She can turn into a mermaid."

"Ooooh. Wow, that must be nice." Jasmine commented. "Meet you
downstairs." With a wave she was gone.

Umi and Moeagaru hurried down the stairs a couple of minutes
later. Hanako was waiting at the bottom, leaning against the
banister. "Hey," She greeted. "Umi, I would have bet you'd have
been ready to go at dawn!" She teased. "What happened?"

"Well... I was SO excited last night I couldn't sleep. I
didn't even remember to pack until this morning." She said
running her words together in a rush.

Hikaru and Kaze walked up just then. "Wow, for once it wasn't
Hikaru who overslept!" Kaze laughed. Hikaru just poked her with
an elbow.

Aladdin and Jasmine came through a side doorway. They looked
ready for fun, already wearing their bathing suits. Jasmine's
was a light purple two piece and Aladdin wore dark purple
shorts.

"Aww that's cute, they match." Hikaru smiled. Umi almost
gasped when she caught sight of Aladdin without his shirt. She
hoped she wasn't blushing.

"He's too old for you, and he's married." Hanako whispered.

"Yeah, yeah. I was just looking." Umi grumbled.

"All right, party!" Genie announced, appearing in a tropical
shirt and sun glasses. "Everyone ready?" He asked. A chorus a
yeses came back at him. "Iago!" He called, not seeing the
parrot.

Aladdin loaded the bag he and Jasmine were sharing onto Carpet,
then he turned around, remembering where Iago was. "Quit
stocking up on food!" He yelled toward the kitchen. "It's not
like we're gonna run out."

Iago flew into the room, he was carrying Abu by the tail and Abu
held several banana's. "What? A bird's gotta eat." Iago said in
defense, dropping the monkey. Jinsoku hopped along behind him
trying to look innocent.

The Agrabanian's loaded onto Carpet and the visitors got onto
their flying horses. Just as they had opened the front doors to
take off, Rajah came in. He was looking up at Jasmine.

"Sorry Rajah, not this time." Jasmine said. She leaned down
from Carpet and petted the large tiger. He held up his head so
she could scratch his neck. "I'll miss you too." She told him,
and Rajah let out a sort of whine in response. "Don't worry,
we'll be back soon. Make sure Father takes good care of the
twins." She winked and gave his head one last rub.

Then both groups took off, sailing through the air on their way
to fun at the beach.





Once at the beach, Umi made a bee line for the ocean. "The
seeeeea!!!" she shouted, as she plunged into the water.
The others just laughed.
"Gotta love Umi-chan," Hikaru said. "I'm going surfing, ya
coming, Kaze-chan?"
Kaze followed her friend. "Hikaru-chan, why couldn't
Mamoru-san make it?"
"He had some business to take care of in the Moon Kingdom,"
Hikaru explained. "He'll be coming to Agrabah after we get back,
though."

On the beach, Aladdin, Jasmine, Abu, Iago, Moeagaru and
Jinsoku were playing Vollyball.
Down a ways, Hanako set up an umbrella, and was studying.
"Hey, silly!" said Umi, who had returned, and was ready to
dive back into the water. "Whacha studying for?"
"Just because we're not in Agrabah doesn't mean we shouldn't
stay focused on our studies," Hanako explained.
"But the waves are calling! Hana-chan, learn to have some
fun!" Umi ran back to the ocean, dived in, becoming a mermaid in
the process.
Hikaru rode the waves, on a pearl-pink surf board. "Watch
this!" she called to Kaze, as she walked to the edge of her
board to hang ten.
"Yeah," Kaze called back, "but I can do that without a
board!"
"Show off," Hikaru muttered.

Everybody had a fine time, surfing, swimming, and playing.
Then, a sharp sound rang through the air.
"Time for class!" Genie called.
"Class?" Hikaru whaled, "you mean we still have to study?"
"Of course," Genie said.
"Do I still have to stay after for an hour?" Hikaru
persisted.
Genie nodded. "It's important that you exercise your
new-found powers," Genie said.
"But Genie," Hikaru whaled, "all work and no play is bad for
the braaaain!"
"All play and no work creates chaos," Hikari, who had joined
the group, pointed out.

Because Hikaru's powers had evolved in the last battle, Genie
had talked a lot about how the princesses would discover new
powers throughout their training.
"When should our powers start evolving?" Umi asked.
"It could happen at different times for each of you. Like in
the case of Hikaru, it happened after she remembered the attack

on her kingdom."
"But we don't all have sealed memories," Umi continued.
"I think you don't have to have sealed memories," Hikaru
said, "I think we'll all have different ways our powers evolve."
"The point is," Genie said, "be ready for it to happen."

After four of the five princesses had been dismissed, Umi
headed back to the ocean.
"Are you gonna live there?" Jasmine laughed.
"If I can help it," Umi grinned.
"Just don't be late for dinner," Jasmine reminded her.
Umi nodded, ran back to the ocean, and jumped in, turning
into a mermaid.

Umi swam for what seemed hours. There was so much to see in
this new world! Back home in Aquadom, she spent most of her free
time swimming in the ocean with the merpeople, dolphins and
other aquadic creatures. It was exciting to explore a place
under the sea, away from home.
Umi swam, until she almost collided into a red-haired mermaid
with a pink tail.
"Who are you?" the mermaid demanded, "you don't look like
you're from around here."
"I'm Princess Umi, princess of Aquadom, one of the Five
Kingdoms."
"Well, I'm Celine. Daughter of the Water, Siren of the Sea.
What brings you here?"
Umi told Celine of her and the other princesses, how they
were training under a Genie to learn more about magic, and about
Aladdin and Jasmine.
"Oh..."Celine said. "Isn't that nice."
Umi wasn't sure of what to make of the look in Celine's eyes.
Resentment? Malace?
"Well, I have to get going," Celine said, her tone a bit
frigid.
"Will I see you again?" Umi asked.
"I'm sure we'll meet again," Celine said. When she turned to
leave, a cruel smile crossed her lips.

"Umi-chan!" Hikaru ran to greet her friend on the beach.
"It's almost time to eat! And, you need to eat something after
all that swimming!" Hikaru took Umi's hand, and they ran to meet
the others.
"Did you have a good swim?" Kaze asked when the two reached
the group.
"Awesome," Umi said. "It's so exciting to explore different
undersea worlds."
"Is Aquadom under water?" Jasmine asked.
"Mostly. But the castle, and some villiages sit on an island.
The castle overlooks the ocean."
"Amazing," Jasmine said.
"I did have a strange encounter with a mermaid who calls
herself Celine," Umi said. "She became cold to me when I
mentioned Aladdin."




"Celine?" Jasmine echoed. Her face went from carefree to full
of worry in an instant.

"What's wrong? Was it something I said?" Umi asked.

"We've met Celine before...Trust me, she's trouble." The five
girls gather closer around Jasmine, wanting to hear more. "She's
stubborn, vain and knows magic. Once she trapped me underwater
and used her time to get at Aladdin. Another time she turned
Aladdin into a shark." Jasmine explained. She was glad she
hadn't been around to see the person she loved most turn into a
Celine-slave.

"Whoa," Hikaru breathed.

"I'm worried that since Celine knows you're with us she may
try something." Jasmine said to Umi. She knew if Aladdin was
within earshot he would insist they all stay out of the water.
But Jasmine just couldn't tell Umi to stay out of the ocean. It
would break the teenager's heart. "Promise me you will all be
very careful. If you so much as think you see Celine, you get
back on shore and tell me, ok?"

"All right." The girls said in unison.

"Can Celine come out of the water?" Hanako wanted to know.

"Yes, and that's why we'll be moving down the beach as much as
we can tonight." Jasmine knew she would have to warn Aladdin
about Celine. She would talk to him about it and then maybe the
girls wouldn't lose their beach time. She glanced over her
shoulder and saw Aladdin and Genie bringing the food over. Genie
zapped up a large table and sat down some plates.

"Come and get it!" Genie called.

***********************************

Deep down in the ocean Celine sat before her mirror. She brushed
through her hair and tried restyling it. "Oh, what's the point?"
She growled, tossing her coral brush. "I can't even
concentrate."
Celine's sister, Serena, swam up behind her. She had her long
light brown hair in a braid. It was tied with a purple ribbon
that matched her tail. "What's wrong?" Serena asked.

"That boy Aladdin, he's back." Celine sighed.

"Oh, you mean the one that wasn't interested in you?" Serena
couldn't help smiling. She knew her older sister had more than
her share of ego and confidence. Aladdin was probably the only
guy that Celine failed to hook. Serena jumped at the chance to
remind her sister of that. The entire sea would be better off if
Celine's ego was cut down a little.

"Why are you wearing that boring braid? I told you it's not
flattering." Celine huffed, changing the subject.

"I like it. Keeps my hair out of my way." Serena responded.
"So, what will you do about Aladdin?"

"I'm forming a plan." Celine said with a smug smile.

"Oh great. You know your plans always backfire." Serena
pointed out.

"They do not!" Celine yelled. "But if you're so smart, you
think of something."

"No way, you are not getting me to help with this." Stated
Serena, crossing her arms.

"Come on sis, you know we make a good team." Celine coated her
voice in sweetness. She turned to fully face her sister and gave
her a wide-eyed expression.

"Yeah we made a good team in school, but I refuse to help you
hurt anyone."

Celine rolled her eyes. How could she be related to such a
goody-goody? "Hurt? Who said anything about that?" Celine
contoured her face into a look of shock.

"I know you, and I know you get carried away." Serena floated
down to sit on a rock, "Why not just scare him off if he bothers
you?"

Celine frowned at that. She thought for a moment. "Hey....maybe
you're right dear sister." She wasn't exactly going to use
Serena's idea, but what Serena didn't know wouldn't hurt her.

*************************

The group on the beach had spent the last hour or so relaxing
and gazing up at the night sky. Now it was time to get some
rest. They had brought along two very large tents, which Genie
had set up with a snap of his fingers. Now Aladdin and Jasmine
lay together on a blanket. Genie had gone into his lamp and Iago
and Abu had both already fallen asleep. The Princesses, Hikari,
and Jinsoku had the other tent.

"Aladdin," Jasmine started out softly. "There's something I
need to tell you."

"What is it?" Aladdin questioned.

"Earlier Umi met Celine...in the water."

"Oh no." Aladdin moaned. "Is that why you insisted we move so
much to the West? It wasn't just to see the sun set."

"Yes, but Aladdin think about it. Umi talked to Celine, but
Celine didn't do anything. There was no sign of her after that.
I'm worried for the girl's safety as much as you are, but I also
think they deserve to have some fun. I know what it's like to be
a princess....and it must be hard on them to have to keep up
with magic powers on top of everything else."

Aladdin let out a long breath. "They do deserve a good time."
He agreed. "And I really don't see a reason for Celine to attack
them... but we all will have to be on guard."

"That's fine. Just don't say they can't go into the sea. If
you had seen the look on Umi's face..."

"Ok, but we'll at least have to limit water play time."
Aladdin decided.

"Limited is better than nothing." Jasmine said, giving her
husband a hug and kiss. "Now let's get some sleep." She leaned
her head on Aladdin's shoulder. "Good night."




Umi ran a comb through her long hair. She thought about
Celine, and what Jasmine had said. The mer-girl did turn cold,
after Umi had mentioned Aladdin.
Umi shuddered. If Celine really was all the things that
Jasmine said about her, then maybe she'd try something.
No, she would not worry about that now. She had been waiting
for this trip for a week, and she wasn't going to let anybody
spoil it for her.

"Umi-chan! Umi-chan!" Hikaru came into the tent. "It's time
for breakfast! Better hurry before Jinsoku, Iago and Abu eat all
the food!"
The two girls laughed, and headed out to the table.

"Nice job, Hikaru," Genie was saying to her, after she had
run through an obsticle course. "You shaved three seconds off
your last time."
Hikaru looked pleased.
"But you still hesitated at the snake pit," Genie went on.
"But, Genie-sensei," Hikaru whined, "I hate snakes! They're
so icky and scary! Take them out of the obsticle course next
time, and I'll do a whole lot better."
Genie laughed. "They're not real snakes," he reminded her.
"Yes, I know," Hikaru insisted, "but the holograms look real
enough. Take them out next time, pleeeeeeease?"
"No can do," Genie said, "You must be prepared for all
obsticles."
"Yes, I know..." Hikaru sighed. "Can I go play, now?"

Umi swam under the ocean. She hadn't seen Celine all
afternoon. Maybe she'd leave the group alone. Afterall, it had
been a long time since Aladdin and the others had had any
encounters with Celine.
Umi had explored a sunken ship that day. It was both creepy
and thrilling at the same time. She wondered who once occupied
the ship. There were sometimes pirates on the outskirts of
Aquadom, but the Sirens usually kept them away from the kingdom.
It was getting close to dinnertime, so Umi decided to head
back to shore.

"I didn't see Celine at all, today," Umi said, "maybe she's
given up on her old games." Umi was seriously hoping. The limit
on the water play was driving her crazy.
"It doesn't hurt to take precautions," Jasmine said.
"Why should our vacation be ruined because of some spoilt
brat who didn't get her way for once?" Moeagaru demanded. "I
think her mother oughtta be slapped.
"Moeagaru!" Hikari scolded, "don't be impertinent."
"But I'm just saying that nobody gets their way all the
time," Moeagaru continued. "Maybe I oughtta go talk to her
myself and..."
"Moe-chan, don't be silly," Hikaru said, "you know your
fireballs won't work in the water. Besides, I don't think that
violence is going to solve her problem. Actually, I feel sorry
for her."
The others looked surprised, except maybe for Umi.
"Why would you feel sorry for her?" Iago demanded.
"Because she has all that power and influence," Hikaru
explained, "but does she have any real friends or people that
love her? What good is having everything if you don't have
love?"
"Who would want to love her?" Iago continued.
"Maybe people said that about you," said Umi, who had heard
the whole Jafar saga, "after you stopped working for..."
"Ok, ok! I get your point!" said Iago, who didn't want to be
reminded. "Can you pass me the potatoes?"

That night, everybody gathered to watch the stars.
"I love the way they look over the ocean," Hikaru said.
"You said that about the desert," Kaze reminded her.
"They're both beautiful, but have a different beauty about
them...Hey! I see Mamo-chan! Mamo-chan!" Hikaru waved. "I'd like
to be up there with him," she said dreamily.
"You've studied hard the past week," Hikari said, "maybe that
could be arranged."
"You mean it?" Hikaru was now jumping up and down with
excitement. "That would be..." Hikaru stopped...and froze.
"What's wrong, Hikaru-chan?" Umi asked.
"L...l...look out there!" She pointed to a mob of sea
creatures coming toward them.




"Isn't it a lovely night?" Celine asked her sister. They had
just finished a nice seaweed dinner. Their mother, Queen
Neptunia, was away on business (as usual) which left the girls
with the entire castle to themselves.

"Yes, very." Serena responded. Since when did Celine ever pay
attention to nature's beauties? She was usually just concerned
with her own looks.

"I'm going for a long swim. See you later." Celine said
floating up from the table. She twirled around and swished her
tail at double speed, quickly leaving Serena behind.

"Of course you are, since it's time to clean up." Serena
muttered in irritation. Then she gathered up the shell dishes
and cups.


***********************

Celine swam straight to Seth's house. She knew he'd had a crush
on her for a long time. Surely he would flip at the chance to
help her. They'd gone to the same academy and been sort of
friends for years. Well more like she gave orders and he
followed them. But that was close enough to friends for Celine.

When he answered the door Celine was pleasantly surprised.
Seth's dark curly hair was actually tame, and his bright blue
eyes stood out nicely, set off by his blue tail. Celine couldn't
remember ever noticing that before. "Hey Seth, you've really
matured over the last couple of years." She told him. Before he
had a chance to say anything she went on, "Listen, I need a
favor."

"Anything for you." He said with a hint of shyness.

"Great, you've gotta help me round up as many crabs as we can.
Oh and I have this whistle that attracts electric eels, so that
shouldn't be a problem." Celine held the tiny whistle up from
the string around her neck.

"Why do you need crabs and eels?" Seth questioned.

"I have my reasons." Was all Celine was willing to say. She
wasn't about to admit that a strange pretty mermaid somehow
connected to Aladdin had swam into her territory. "I heard you
know where all the big jellyfish hang out. Can you show me?"
"Sure, but ya know they can be dangerous." He warned.

"Do you forget that I can control most sea-animals?" Celine
laughed. "Come on!"


*************************

Dozens of crabs were marching toward the group of heroes on the
beach, coming right out of the sea. But that's not all, a huge
wave loomed behind them. "Everybody move!" Aladdin shouted over
the water noise. He grabbed onto Jasmine and made a run for it
but it only took a few seconds for the wave to crash down over
everyone. It's strength pulled them all a few yards out into the
ocean.

"Ouch!" Jasmine yelped as she surfaced for air, "Something got
me." Aladdin popped up beside her, he had never let go of her
hand.

"Something just stung me too." He revealed, resisting the urge
to clamp a hand over the injured part of his leg. He had to keep
paddling with his arms so his head stayed above the water.

"It's eels and jellyfish!" Umi cried out. "We have to get out
of the water."

"Never thought I'd live to hear you say that!" Moeagaru
called. "Hey! Oww! Stupid jellyfish!" She automatically used her
fire whip, but of course it did her no good in the sea.
Hanako grabbed two crabs from her feet and threw them onto the
beach. Then she had the earth rise up and come down on top of
all the crabs she saw.

"All aboard!" Genie turned into a boat in a flash. Hikaru was
closest to him and she scrambled to get on.

Kaze used the wind to lift herself up from the water. From there
she could see another large wave a good distance away. A mermaid
was sitting atop it laughing her head off. That must be Celine.
Kaze frowned in concentration then had the wind blow Celine's
wave in the opposite direction. "Let's see if you think it's so
funny now, sea witch!"

Once Moeagaru got to the Genie boat she started angrily tossing
fire balls at the jellyfish who remained washed up on shore.
Iago had managed to fly Jinsoku and Abu to safety with a little
help from Hikari. He was shaking the water off his feathers and
mumbling his complaints. A fire ball barely missed him. "Hey!
Watch it Pyro!" He screamed.

In the water, Aladdin and Jasmine were just getting to where
Genie was. They had been the farthest away. Suddenly Jasmine
cried out in pain again, she arched her back and tried to stay
afloat. But yet another sting hit her and the pain was too much.
Aladdin saw her eyes close just before her head disappeared
under the sea.

"Jasmine!" He dove under immediately to get her, but it was
too dark for him to see, especially under the water. He was
starting to panic when he felt a hand on his shoulder. It was
Umi, in her mermaid form.

"I'll get Jasmine." Umi told him, "Don't worry. Just get up to
the boat."

Reluctantly Aladdin did just that. He knew he could trust Umi,
but he was still worried. Near him Hikaru was standing up.

"Love and Beauty Shock!" She said forcefully. Tiny hearts and
rainbows shot out, getting any remaining sea creatures.

"Wonderful job!" Hikari called out from the beach. The Genie
boat was now quickly moving to get back to land. Aladdin and the
others gratefully stepped back on the soft sand. They looked out
at the dark water and waited for Umi and Jasmine to emerge.
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On the beach, Hikaru used her healing powers to heal everyone.
"Thanks, Hikaru," Aladdin said.
"Don't worry about Jasmine-sama," Hikaru said, sensing that
Aladdin was worried. "Umi-chan will get her back to shore.
Just then, Umi came ashore with Jasmine.
"She's ok," Umi said, "but she got hurt pretty bad by the
jellyfish."
"Jasmine!" Aladdin cried, going over to her. Hikaru joined
them.

"She'll be ok," Hikaru said, placing her hands on the injured
areas. "I can feel her pain," she explained. Closing her eyes in
concintration, she used her wave of healing to heal Jasmine's
injuries.
"Are you alright?" Aladdin asked Jasmine, when she opened her
eyes.
"I am now, thanks to Princess Hikaru," Jasmine replied.

"I think we'd better go home," Aladdin announced. "It's much
too dangerous here."
"Why should we have to leave because of some spoilt brat?"
Moeagaru demanded.
"Yes," Umi agreed, "she may be daughter of the
water...whatever...she can't run our lives and ruin our
vacation."
"Did you SEE those creatures she sent after us?" Iago said,
"I don't think I'd mess with her! I'm with Al. Let's go home! At
least there's no jellyfish!"
"This isn't a bloody dictatorship!" Moeagaru said between
clenched teeth.
"Moe-chan!" Hikaru was shocked.
"That sea witch can't tell us where to have our vacation! If
she has a beef with Aladdin, she's just gonna have to get over
it."
"I don't think she's all bad," Umi said.
"Yes," Hikaru agreed, "things like jealousy and resentment
grow like weeds around a person's heart. But, they can be
eliminated. Maybe that's what Celine needs."
Just then, a girl with long brown hair, wearing a purple gown
walked up to the group. "She isn't all bad," she said.
"Who are you?" Moeagaru demanded.
"I'm Serena," she said, "I'm Celine's sister.
"If you're her sister," Iago began, "then how do we know..."
Hikaru clamped a hand over Iago's beak. "Iago, be nice," she
said.
"My sister's used to getting her way," Serena explained, "so
she gets jealous and malicious when she doesn't. She has her
good points, too, though."
"I noticed something in her eyes, our first encounter," Umi
said. "It was when I mentioned Aladdin."
"Aladdin is probably the only guy that rejected her," Serena
explained.
"And that probably drives her crazy," Hanako said.
"Yes," Serena said.
"Could you talk to your sister?" Hikaru asked.
"She'd never listen to me," Serena said.
"There's got to be a way we can reach her," Hikaru said.

Down at the bottom of the sea, Celine was fuming. After that
medaling wind sorceress had blown her back into the water, she
had come home. Serena had gone out, a half hour ago.
"And that mermaid!" she said alloud. "How dare she enter my
territory and look the way she does! I'll get them all if it's
the last thing I do!"



Serena waved good-bye to the group she'd just met. Then she
dived into the water turning back into a mermaid in the process.
She got rid of the dress she had been wearing and swam back in
the direction of home. She wasn't sure why, but she liked the
group she had just left on land. They all seemed like good
people. She couldn't completely understand why Celine hated them
so. She knew her sister got petty and jealous, and was one to
hold a grudge...still this seemed extreme. She had gone up to
the surface in the first place hoping to stop Celine. After a
while she had figured out Celine had lied about her innocent
swim. Serena could sense when Celine used her magic, so she knew
big sis was up to something. Unfortunately by the time Serena
got there Celine had already struck. But at least Serena did get
to talk to those on her sister's hit list. She told them talking
to Celine wouldn't accomplish much but she offered her help if
Celine attacked them again. Part of her hated going against her
sister, but it was senseless and childish of Celine to go around
attacking others when she didn't get her way. She needed to
control that temper of hers, and maybe use her magic for
unselfish things once in a while.

Serena swam in the castle doors and was met by her very angry
sister. "Where have you been?" She demanded. Serena gulped, she
wasn't that good at lying.

"I went up to the surface." She answered truthfully.

"Whatever for?" Celine turned up her nose. She would never get
why her little sister loved visiting the world above. Celine
found most land dwellers to be boring...with a few cute
exceptions.

"I just wanted to. You're not Mother, so I really don't have
to explain myself to you." Serena snapped. She swished her tail
in an attempt to move past Celine. But Celine moved with her to
block her way.

"Don't speak to me that way." Celine huffed. "Fine, you don't
have to tell me, but you could at least ask about my evening."
"You said you went for a swim, big deal." Serena shrugged.

"Uh...right. Well, Aladdin and his band of sorceresses spoiled
my fun." The older mermaid whined.

"How could they do that? Can they suddenly breath underwater?"
Serena challenged, trying to catch Celine off guard.

"My point is they were very rude to me and I intend to get
them back for it. It would be a lot easier if you--"

"Ok, I'll help you." Serena cut in.

"Really?" Celine's eyes grew wide, then her face formed a
wicked smile. She put one arm around her sister. "I knew you
would see it from my point of view someday. Two tails are better
than one."

Serena avoided Celine's eyes and looked down at her tail. She
would not be helping Celine, but going along to try and make
sure she didn't do much damage. Hikaru had said she could drive
the evil away from Celine. Serena wasn't about to miss that
chance, but she also had to be there just in case things went
wrong.


************************


Aladdin had finally relented and let everyone stay another
night. He wasn't happy with the decision but Umi and Moeagaru
had argued their case non-stop until he gave in. They did have a
point, but Aladdin did not want to risk another disaster. The
fact that Jasmine could have been killed kept replaying in his
head. The last thing he would ever want is to risk her life. Now
he lay in one of the tents just thinking. Jasmine had gone to
bed early. Aladdin insisted she rest and even though she was
healed she did feel very tired. If it wasn't for Hikaru he might
have lost his wife and the twins could have lost their mother.
Aladdin shuddered at the thought. What would he ever do without
Jasmine?

Aladdin thought he could hear Kaze and Moeagaru arguing over a
pillow. Then came a loud "Shhh!" - Aladdin guessed that was
probably Hanako. He was pleased to see that for the most part
the Princesses could take care of themselves, but they still had
a lot to learn.

************************

The next morning Celine swam back and forth, getting madder by
the second. "Hurry up Serena!" She bellowed. She was losing
patience fast. Her sister was very little help in coming up with
a new plan, now she was taking forever to get ready. "Ugh, and I
thought I took tides messing with my appearance." Celine said in
an almost inaudible grumble.

There was a pounding at the door. "Ahh our guests are here." She
sang, brightening up considerably. She opened the Castle doors
and let the snapping turtles and sword fishes in. "This will do
very nicely." She nodded her approval as the sea animals filed
in.

************************

Meanwhile everyone on the beach was waking up and slowly
starting their day. They all felt a bit tired from yesterday's
battle. But it could have been a lot worse without Hikaru.

*Yawn* "Some vacation, huh monkey?" Iago nugged Abu. Abu
chattered at him, indicating he wanted more sleep. "Lazy
primate." Iago said right before flying out of the tent. Right
away he saw Aladdin giving Hikaru sword fighting tips. He
watched as Aladdin leaned in to tell her something, then drew
his sword. Hikaru held her sword awkwardly, she made a motion
with it but it came nowhere near Aladdin. As Iago got closer he
could hear them talking.

"This is serious, Hikaru." Aladdin was saying, "You need to
know how to use weapons."

"I know...but I don't want to hurt you. What if I
accidentally-"

"Don't worry, we won't be aiming at each other today. Today
we're just going over the basics." Aladdin held out the sword.
"See, this is the best way to hold it."

About twelve feet away the other four Princesses, Genie, Hikari,
Jinsoku and Jasmine were eating breakfast. Once Iago smelled the
food eavesdropping didn't seem so interesting.


An hour later it was time to do some studying. Hanako had
already settled in with her text book. She was two chapters
ahead of her friends. That way if they had some questions maybe
she could help answer them. She looked up to see if the others
were working too. Umi seemed to be enjoying walking at the
water's edge too much study now, and Hanako spotted Hikaru
making a sand pile....hmm, maybe it was supposed to be a sand
castle?

Umi leaned down to examine a turtle she found. How cute! She
thought reaching for it. Enstead of hiding in it's shell the
turtle stretched up and bit Umi hard. "Eeeowwch!" She screamed.
"Bad turtle!" That's when she noticed the other turtles coming
out of the sea. Some were much bigger than any she'd ever seen.
Of course Umi knew that turtles came up into the beach to lay
their eggs but something told her this wasn't that innocent at
all.

"What's that!?" Hikaru called. She pointed as little spikes
rose out of the ocean.

"It looks like....sword fishes?" Umi could hardly believe her
eyes. "Whoa, a lot of them!"

"We're being attacked again!" Hikaru yelled in a shrill
warning that got everyone's attention.




"This is getting old!" Moeagaru said. Then she called upon her
fire whip, taking out a line of turtles.
"Earth shaking!" Hanako shouted, burying several more
turtles.
Aladdin lead Jasmine to safety. He didn't want anything else
to happen to his wife.
"Deep Submerge!" Umi shouted, sending a tidal wave to
re-direct the sword fish.
Hikaru spotted Celine, riding a wave.
"Hikaru-chan!" Umi cried, because her friend was headed
straight toward Celine. "Nooo!"
But Hikaru didn't hear her over the rush of the water.
"Stop right there!" Hikaru cried. "I'm the pretty soldier of
light. I am Princess Hikaru! How dare you put our lives and the
lives of your own people in danger! For that, I can't forgive
you! In the name of Cosmos, I will punish you!"
"Ooh!" Celine said, "I'm scared." With that, she sent a tidal
wave, knocking Hikaru off the surf board she was on.
"Hikaru-chaaaaan!!!!" Umi screamed. She looked at Celine, who
was laughing miniacally. "I pity you," she said, before diving
in after Hikaru.
Down below the ocean, Umi searched for Hikaru.
"I've got her!" a voice called. Serena!
"Help me bring her to shore!" Umi said. Together, the girls
carried the unconsious princess back to shore. Celine was
nowhere in sight.

"Hikaru-chan!" Hanako had heard herself scream, when Hikaru
was knocked under water. Before diving into the water after
Hikaru, Umi had said something to Celine. Hanako had not heard
it, but had seen just a hint of sadness in the mermaid's eyes.
Then Celine had disappeared beneath the waves.
"Hana-chan!" Kaze called, "they found her!"
Everybody rushed to the three.
"Is she gonna be ok?" Moeagaru asked. "That water witch'll
wish she'd never been born if..."
"Moeagaru!" Jasmine cried, "don't say it!"
"I can help her," Kaze said, before kneeling down next to
Hikaru. She used her control of the wind to send some oxygen
into Hikaru's system.
Hikaru coughed, and sputtered.
"Kaze-chan," she said groggily, "she's not evil...she's got
some good in her...I saw it...I saw it in her soul..."
"Don't try to talk," Kaze said. Together, she, Aladdin,
Jasmine and Hanako led Hikaru to her tent to get some rest.
Later, they returned to the rest of the group. Jasmine had
stayed behind to look after Hikaru, for she felt she owed Hikaru
her life.
"I still say she's a demon!" Iago was saying to Umi and
Serena. "She almost killed Jasmine...and then Hikaru!"
"She's not a demon," Hanako said, as she approached them.
"There was something I saw in her eyes, before she disappeared."
"I told you," Umi said to Iago.
"Please do what you can to help my sister," Serena begged the
group.



Under the sea Celine was throwing a major tantrum. "Oooo!" She
seethed through tightly clenched teeth. "Those little twerps!
How dare they interfere with my plans!? I've waited so long for
this!" She threw a nearby shell as hard as she could, but being
under water it didn't make the satisfying crash she was going
for.

"Do ya mind?" A clam spoke up, "We're trying to sleep down
here."

Celine swam off in a fury. She moved so rapidly that she was
almost blinded by her own bubbles. "I'll get them next time for
sure. No body turns me down, and no strangers are allowed in MY
ocean!" A way too happy singing crab wandered by her. Celine
snarled at the audacity of this little creature. She quickly
slapped it away.

By the time she got to the Castle her temper had cooled off
some. She swam up to her room and slammed the large shell door
so hard it nearly busted. Then she let out a big sigh. She
wouldn't let anyone see her like this, ever. She sunk to her bed
and started to cry. Celine hated it that her home was usually
empty, she didn't have any real friends, and for the past few
years revenge was her only fun. She tried never to think about
it, but on the rare occasion that she did let it get to her she
couldn't hold back the tears.

Celine saw a picture of her mother on her nightstand and turned
it face down. "You're NEVER here when I need you." She cried,
"Why couldn't I have a normal family?" Yes, Celine loved being
royalty, being admired and all that, but she couldn't stand how
busy her mother always was...and how busy she would someday be.
She wanted to be Queen - just not all the responsibility that
came with it. Celine knew she had to have her fun and follow
through on all her threats now while she still had time.

"I don't want to be this spiteful and mean." She whispered to
herself. She'd always had a temper, she just didn't control it.
Celine had been well-liked as a child...so what had happened?
"Father died....that's what." She muttered. Fresh tears left her
eyes and joined the water around her. She had to admit, that was
her changing point. Everything changed for her and Serena then.
Celine had taken it hard and she slowly became cold and distant.

Celine tossed a pillow out of her way. She didn't want to think
about all this now. It just made her emotional. She had revenge
to concentrate on.
************************

"We will do our best." Hanako told Serena. She could see the
desperation in the mermaid's green eyes.

"Thank you." Serena said sincerely. "Celine wasn't always like
this. I know she has some good in her."

"We haven't seen the last of her." Iago insisted. Umi used one
hand to clamp Iago's beak shut.

"Hey don't look so down." Genie told the group. "After all we
do have a lot of magic on our side." He pulled a bouquet of
flowers from behind his back and handed them to Serena. That at
least got her to smile.

"The power of good will always win." Came Hikaru's voice from
behind them.

"Hikaru!" Hanako exclaimed, "You need to be resting."

Jasmine jogged up to them. "I just left for a few seconds to get
her some milk." She shot a look at Hikaru. "You really shouldn't
be up yet."

"Right," Aladdin joined in. "We need to make sure Hikaru and
Jasmine stay safe."

"Me?" Jasmine questioned. "But I'm okay."

"Jasmine, you know how much you mean to me. I won't risk you
getting hurt." Aladdin's tone put an end to the debate. He had
made up his mind. "And Hikaru, all of the Five Kingdoms depend
on you. You have to be careful." Abu jumped onto Aladdin's
shoulder and started chattering away. "What is it Abu?" Aladdin
asked, pulling the monkey away from his face. Abu pointed
frantically.

Aladdin turned his head and saw what had his friend so upset.
"Oh boy...."
The biggest octopus he'd ever seen was rising up out of the deep
water and somehow still coming closer to the shore.




Jasmine took Hikaru by the hand. "Run!" she shouted.
Reluctantly, Hikaru ran with Jasmine, while the others fought
the giant octopus.
"Rose whip!" Hanako called.
"Flare arrow!" Moeagaru shouted.
"Sapphire whirlwind!" Kaze called.
Nothing seemed to stop the hideous sea creature. It first
picked up Aladdin, then Abu, and soon, everybody was trapped in
its deadly tenticals.
Celine rose up on a wave, laughing. "Let's see you get out of
that one!" she taunted. "Soon, my octopus'll squeeze the life
out of all of you! Serena, I'm surprised at you! Consorting with
the enemy! I will never forgive you!"

Back in the tent, Hikaru argued with Jasmine. "A queen is
supposed to make sure her people are safe," she protested. "I
can't stay in here while I know my friends are being attacked."
"I think Aladdin and the others will be fine," said Jasmine,
who didn't want to let on that she was worried about her
husband. "They've all gotten out of worse scrapes, before."

"Celine," Serena shouted, out of breath from being squished.
"you don't...have...to do this."
"What do you know?" Celine asked.
Umi wondered what could make such a pretty mermaid so bitter.
How could anyone hate people so much that they would try to kill
them? Umi couldn't have explained how she knew this, but
somehow, she knew it was up to her to save everybody.
Her body started to glow a blue Aura. The octopus quickly
dropped her, as if she was too cold to hold for any longer.
Umi stood in the water, dressed in blue and turquoise armour.
"A day at the beach is supposed to be a fun time to spend
with your friends!" Umi said. "How dare you ruin my vacation and
endanger my friends' lives! I'm Princess Umi, soldier of water,
and I'm extremely angry with you!"

Hikaru ran down the beach. Jasmine had gone to get her
pillow, and Hikaru had sneaked out. Even though they had all
fought battles before, Hikaru just couldn't stay in the tent
while she knew her friends were in danger.

"Ice blades!" Umi shouted, sending blades of ice at the
octopus, who immediately dropped everyone and swam off.
Umi then approached Celine. "Deep submerge!" she shouted,
causing Celine to be washed ashore.
Celine's features fell. She no longer looked the arrogant
haughty future queen of the ocean, but like a person who knew
she'd been beaten. "Go ahead!" she shouted, "laugh at me! You
all think this is funny! You all, with your friendships, and
boyfriends, and...even my own sister turned against me!
Everybody loves her, but nobody loves me!"

Jasmine re-entered the tent, to discover that Hikaru had run
off again. She sighed, and headed in the direction of where the
octopus had been. "That girl is so determined," she said to
herself.

Hikaru had reached the group, by this time.
"I care about you, Celine," Serena was saying. "You're my big
sister. You can be selfish and vain, but I love you no matter
what."
"You turned your back on me!" Celine said, through tears.
"I couldn't let you hurt people," Serena pointed out. "They
didn't do anything to you."
"You don't know what it's like to be me, little sister,"
Celine said. "I have to be perfect! I'm the future queen, and I
have to put on a show for everyone! You're so lucky, you don't
ever worry about anything. You don't know what it's like to be
alone, or rejected. Everyone likes you for you, and you don't
even take too many pains in styling your hair!"
"I do so worry," Serena argued. "I'm worried about you. Were
you really happy, when you were sending all the sea creatures
after Aladdin and the others?"
Celine shook her head. No, she wasn't truly happy.
"I wish I was more like you," Celine said. "You're really the
one who has everything. You have true friends who like you for
you!"
"I'd like to be your friend, too," Umi said, approaching
Celine.
"Me, too," Hanako added.
"We all would," Hikaru said.
"Speak for yourself!" Iago said. Hikaru swatted the bird.
"I still feel so angry and resentful!" Celine said. "But I do
want to be more carefree, and not feel all these negative
emotions."
Hikaru stepped forward. By this time, Jasmine had joined the
group.
"Hikaru," Serena said, "you said you could help my sister."
"I can," Hikaru said seriously. "But depending on the amount
of negativity that's inside her, two things could happen."
"What do you mean?" Serena asked.
"Well, if the evil hasn't taken over her soul too much,
she'll still live as herself. But if there's too much, she will
be destroyed. She'll be reborn, but I can't promise when or
where."
Serena hesitated. Even if Celine's soul was re-born someplace
else, at least her sister would be happy. "Heal her," she said
decisively.
"Beautiful rainbow shineth!" Hikaru shouted, making her
sceptar appear. "Saint crystal!" Hearts, rainbows and flowers
shot out of the sceptar at Celine. "Love for you!" The hearts
and rainbows and flowers then melded together, turning white,
and entering Celine's body. She screamed in pain, as the magic
pushed the shadows from her soul. The shadows rose up out of
her, and vanished. Celine fell from exaustion.
"Celine!" Serena rushed over to her.
Celine looked up. "Umi, Serena, Hikaru...thank you...thank
you all..."

"Over here! I'm open!" Genie called, the next day, during a
rousing game of Vollyball. He hit the ball over the net toward
Celine, who tried to hit it back over the net. In doing so, she
stepped backward, colliding into her sister. Both girls fell
back on the sand, giggling.
"Guess I still won't be as good in sports as you, little
sis," Celine laughed.
"It's ok," Serena smiled.
"I'm going for a swim. Umi! Would you like to go swimming?"
Celine asked.
"Always," Umi responded. Both girls headed to the water,
transformed into their mermaid forms, and swam off.

A few days later, back at the palace, Hikaru and Umi came out
of the library. "I'm so glad you stay after an hour, too,
Umi-chan," Hikaru was saying. "It's much more fun with a
friend."
Umi smiled. "It is more intense work, though," she said.
"I just hope we can still get a snack at the Market Place,"
Hikaru said.
"You guys going to the Market Place?" Moeagaru came up to
join them.
"Yeah, I want a fruit parfait," Hikaru said. "Studying makes
me hungry."
The three girls, along with Genie and Jinsoku headed to the
market place, to join the rest of their friends.

Hikaru waved excitedly when she saw Aladdin, Jasmine, Abu,
Iago, Kaze, Hanako, Hikari and Carpet.
"How was training?" Hanako asked.
"Hikaru is still terrified of snakes," Umi laughed.
"Genie just won't take them out of the obsticle course,"
Hikaru whined. "And I have to keep running it, until I get below
a certain time. The snakes always hold me up."
"I thought the snakes were holographic," Moeagaru said.
"They look so real, though...I'm hungry. Moe-chan, let's go
get a snack."
Everyone else laughed. Moeagaru went with her friend to get
food.

"Do you have any of those fruit parfaits left?" Hikaru asked
the vendor.
"Sorry, Your Highness," the vendor said. "I sold the last one
twenty minutes ago. Come to think of it, your friend with the
light-blue hair bought it."
"But I wanted one so baaaaad!" Hikaru whined.
"There's Kaze-chan, now," Moeagaru said.
Kaze was holding the fruit parfait, about to take a bite.
"Kaze!" Hikaru and Moeagaru said in unison, coming toward
Kaze.
"Uh, oh," Kaze immediately took to the air.
"Carpet!" Moeagaru shouted. Carpet came immediately. "Follow
her!"
Hikaru and Moeagaru jumped aboard Carpet, in attempt to catch
Kaze and take the delicious snack.
"I'm not getting involved," Umi said, between giggles.
"You could at least share it!" Hikaru called. "Come on! I'm
hungry!"
"It's half gone!" Kaze called.
"Kaze! You'll choke if you eat and fly!" Moeagaru shouted.
"No, I won't!" Kaze shouted back.
Moeagaru tossed some coins to a vendor selling nuts. She
grabbed a basketful. "Here, Hikaru!" The girls started throwing
the nuts at Kaze.
"Hey!" the vendor called after them. "Throwing nuts cost
extra!"
"Sorry!" Hikaru called, throwing him a couple of extra coins.

Down below, Abis Mal and his gang ran.
"Stop, thieves!" Rasul called after them. The thieves were
carrying some valuables that they had stolen. Now, the palace
guards were after them.
"They'll never catch us...owwww!" Abis Mal was cut off.
Several nuts rained down on the thieves, then a flying girl with
light blue hair touched down on the group, her wind knocking
them all down. "Hey! Watch it!" Abis Mal shouted.
The group got to their feet, retrieving the stolen goods, but
were knocked down again by a blonde and a redhead on Carpet.
"Sorry!" Hikaru called, as they passed, "Can't stop now! Have
some nuts!" She threw a handful at the group.
By this time, Rasul and the other guards caught up with the
group. Most of the thieves were smart enough to flee the scene,
but Abis Mal just sat there, dazed and disoriented.
Rasul grabbed Abis Mal. "You're going straight to the
dungeon," he growled.
"But those girls threw nuts at me! And they need flying
lessons, and...and..."
Rasul hauled the protesting Abis Mal away.

