Adventures in Agrabah - Part 19 - Return of Cassim
Cassim returns. Will the Sultan drop the charges against him? Also, it seems a villian is lurking around every corner of this story.


Hikaru sat in the Crystal Heart Cafe with Yusuke, Mamoru,
Moeagaru, Kaze and Umi. Aladdin and Jasmine were onstage,
singing a song called A Whole New World.
She had spent the last few days recovering from the whole
ordeal with Mozenrath. No doubt the twisted dude would be back,
but Hikaru was going to enjoy the peace for now. No doubt
Mozenrath was having fun with Kiba-Okami, now.
Aladdin and Jasmine stepped off the stage. Hikaru took that
chance to get up and sing. Singing was Hikaru's favourite thing
to do.
Hikaru chose the song "Holding Light and Darkness." It was a
song she thought of lately, especially when times got tough. It
helped her to sing it to herself.

"I hold the light and the darkness of my heart," she sang,
"Trembling while I embrace the shadows
Moving me apart
I can't give up all these dreams that I have chased
And my love will be there
And will come to me again with pride
When I look to the sunset
All the colours so beautiful
That the tears fall right down
Into the sea
To the ocean of my heart
Though the brightness of the sun
Has drifted far away
Tomorrow holds
The sunlight of a brand new day for me.
I hold the light and the darkness of my heart
Trembling while I embrace the shadows
Moving me apart
And I can't give up all the dreams that I have chased
And my love will be there
And will come to me again
With each rising sun
I'll find the future that is mine."

The audience clapped, as Hikaru began to sing Unyielding
Wish.

Back at Mozenrath's castle, he watched Hikaru. He had heard
her sing plenty of times before. All that fluff she usually sang
was mostly a bunch of nonsense the Five Kingdoms believed, put
into song format. Mozenrath swore. "Not Moonlight Densetsu!" he
shouted. He hated when Hikaru sang this, because he knew when
she sang it, it was directed at Mamoru. What did Hikaru see in
the Moonlight Wimp anyway?
"Sorry if I'm not gentle,
I can say it in my dreams
My thoughts are about to short circuit
I want to see you, now isn't soon enough..."
"He's right THERE!" Mozenrath shouted, pounding his fist.
"What more do you WANT!"
"Just about ready to cry, moonlight.
Can't call, it's midnight.
Because I'm so naive, what can I do?"
"Forget about Mamo-wimp and agree to be mine!" Mozenrath
hollered.
"Often we meet by chance.
The twinkling count of stars foretells love's whereabouts.
Born on the same planet..."
"You were NOT! He's from the moon!" Why was Mozenrath
continuing to watch this sickening scene? But he stayed, glued
to the image of Hikaru.
"One thing I still believe in, miracle romance"
"One thing I still believe in, Princess," Mozenrath said, as
Hikaru stepped off the stage, "is that in the end, you'll be my
queen, and Aladdin and Mamoru will both be dead." This time,
he'd take the Princess by surprise. She may have destroyed the
crown he created, but Mozenrath wasn't about to give up.

Later that day, Hikaru sat in her little hideaway in the
woods. She had shown Aladdin and the others this place. Iago was
unimpressed, but Aladdin and Jasmine had agreed it was a
beautiful place.
Hikaru had picked this place out when she was younger, and
when Queen Hikaraseru saw that Hikaru loved to come here, she
put a spell on the little section of wooded area, so that no
evil could get in.
Hikaru went to a nearby apple tree, and picked some of its
fruit. Then she sat down underneath it, and took out Anne of
Green Gables. Anne Shirley had proven to be a great deal like
Hikaru. The only difference was that she had Moeagaru's red hair
and temper. But Anne was a dreamer, and loved to read and write.
Plus, Hikaru and Anne had gotten into similar scrapes. Anne,
too, had been dared to walk the ridgepole of a barn roof. And
Hikaru had once gotten caught reading a novel in class, hiding
it in her textbook. Hikari took all her novels away for two
whole weeks after that. "I know Anne would have gotten Iago to
trick the others, too, if the task was needed," Hikaru smiled.
"And...she would run through the palace, forgetting to walk like
a lady. I wish I could meet Anne. I know she would love the Five
Kingdoms."
Hikaru looked up after a bit, and saw it was getting late. "I
better get back to the palace!" she said to herself.

Hikaru walked down the path that led out of the woods.
Suddenly, someone grabbed her from behind.
"Hello, Princess," Kiba-Okami said.
Hikaru opened her mouth to scream, but Kiba-okami pressed a
sharp claw to her throat.
"If you scream, I'll press down harder."
Hikaru's heart beat rapidly, and she began to tremble.
"You're coming with me, now," Kiba-Okami said, as he started
to lead Hikaru away.
Suddenly, Kiba-Okami jumped back, releasing Hikaru, as
something flew past. Hikaru looked, and recognized it to be a
throwing star.
"Step away from her," said a voice that wasn't
Mozenrath...Hikaru was relieved at that. "I have plenty more
where that came from!"
A man, with dark hair, streaked with some grey, and a beard,
stepped out of the shadows. Hikaru noticed he had a sort of
Arabian look to him. There was something else about him, too,
but Hikaru couldn't quite place it.
"Mind your own business!" Kiba-Okami said, "Hikaru is mine!
All I have to do is call my pack of wolves, and they'll rip you
to shreads."
"Silly wolf demon," the man said, "you shouldn't even be out
here. It's just as dangerous for you as it is for citizens to be
in your territory."
"So what?" Kiba-Okami said, "I'm not afraid of a few silly
humans, fairies or....or anything else you have to throw at me!"
"Oh, really..." The man took another throwing star and hurled
it at Kiba-Okami. The wolf demon screamed, and ran back into the
woods, not stopping or looking back until he was in the dark
forest outside the Five Kingdoms.
"You..." Hikaru began. "You saved me! How can I thank you?"
"Your safety is thanks enough, Princess," the man said.
"Princess?" Hikaru said. "How did you know..."
"You do look a lot like your mother. Besides, that wolf demon
called you Hikaru."
"Yes, I am Princess Hikaru," Hikaru said, "but I didn't catch
your name."
"I'm afraid I haven't given my name," the man said. "I'm
Cassim. I have been living in Cosmos for a couple of months,
now."
"Cassim..." Hikaru repeated. "One of my best friends has a
son named Kassim. He named him after his father..."
"His father?" Kassim asked.
"Yes," Hikaru said. "My friend, Aladdin, reunited with his
father shortly before he got married. But his father was a
criminal, and eventually had to leave for parts unknown. I think
it's sad. Because, I know Aladdin's father would have turned his
life around, and could have lived happily in Agrabah."
"Not all places are as forgiving as the Five Kingdoms,"
Cassim said. "Normal humans aren't always very forgiving."
Hikaru nodded.
"It's getting late," Cassim said. "I'll walk you back to your
palace to see that you get there safely."
The two started for the palace.
"I thought Kiba-Okami was only afraid of fire," Hikaru said,
after a long silence. "But he acted just as cowardly when you
threw those stars at him."
"Any demon would be afraid of a weapon that was designed to
slay them," Cassim said.
"You have demon-slaying weapons?" Hikaru asked.
"I help make them," Cassim said. "After the Priestesses
purify old demon bones, I make them into weapons."
"Awesome," Hikaru said.
The two reached the palace, where Hikaraseru and Hikari were
waiting for Hikaru.
"Cassim!" Hikaraseru said. She had met with Cassim when
Cassim had first moved to the Five Kingdoms. It was required
that new citizens of the Five Kingdoms must meet with the High
Queen before they could officially live there.
"A wolf demon was after your daughter," Cassim said. "I ran
him off, but I thought I'd better walk Hikaru back here, in case
he tried anything again."
"I can't thank you enough," Hikaraseru said gratefully. "Wolf
demon sounds like Kiba-Okami. He shouldn't even be in the Five
Kingdoms, he knows what happens to demons who tresspass."
"Well, he is stupid, Mama," Hikaru said.
"Hikaru, don't say stupid," Hikaraseru scolded.
"Sorry," Hikaru said. "He's not that smart."
"Hikaru," Hikari spoke up. "You'd better get to bed. You and
the girls have a long trip ahead of you tomorrow."
"Right," Hikaru nodded. "Thanks for saving me, Cassim-san! It
was nice meeting you!"
Hikari led Hikaru into the palace. A couple minutes later,
Iago flew out and landed on Cassim's shoulder.
"So, ya livin in Cosmos now?" he asked.
"Yes," Cassim said. "I wanted to settle down, and this was
the best place to live peacefully after my life as the King of
Thieves."
"Does Hikaru know who you really are?" Iago asked.
"No," Cassim shook his head. "I didn't tell her."
"But why not?" Iago asked.
"Trust me," Cassim said, "things are better this way."

Back in Agrabah, Ryoko headed down a dark alley. After
Mozenrath had paid her for capturing Hikaru, Ryoko knew she
couldn't return to Saireg. Ayeka had already banned her from the
Tenchi Inn, and no doubt Kiyone wouldn't let her get away with
what she had done. No, Ryoko would stay in Agrabah. Afterall,
her two newest enemies lived here, and she would have her
revenge on them, and maybe get a bit more gold in the process.
Ryoko lit a cigarette, and relaxed.
"Hey you!" A group of thieves, led by a slender dark man,
approached Ryoko. "You're on our turf!" one of them said.
"And just what're ya gonna do about it?" Ryoko said, taking a
drag off her cigarette.
"It would be wise to leave now," said the leader.
"So leave," Ryoko said.
Some of the thieves started to retreat, but their leader
stopped them. "She doesn't tell you what to do!" he said.
Ryoko laughed.
"You won't be laughing when we get through with you," the
leader said.
"I'm waiting to be scared," Ryoko said.
The leader gave a signal, and the thieves advanced on Ryoko.
Ryoko got to her feet. With a few slashes of her whip, and a
couple of kirate kicks, she brought most of the thieves to their
knees. Nobody dared come near her now, except for the leader.
"You'll pay for that," he said.
"Cash or credit?" Ryoko asked.
"Enough!" the leader said. "I can't have over-confident
females making me look like a fool!"
"And I can't have queer gang leaders trying to intimidate me.
You're not scary."
The leader advanced on Ryoko with a knife, but with one kick,
she brought him down. He fell on the knife and began to bleed.
"You killed him!" one of the thieves shouted.
"Nah, he's still breathing," Ryoko said. "But I can fix
that."
Ryoko took a sword from one of the thieves and stabbed the
leader in the back several times. "Now, he's dead," she smiled.
"And now, I'm your new leader."
Nobody dared oppose Ryoko. The group of thieves were shocked
and afraid. They had no choice but to follow their new leader,
if they valued their lives.

"Home!" Genie exclaimed as soon as Agrabah was within sight.
The Agrabanians, the Five Princesses and their companions were
flying back to the city. The Princesses would now be staying for
the year. They were all packed, with their bags tied to their
horses. Saying goodbye to their homes and families had been hard
for them all but each girl felt good about going back to
Agrabah. They had learned well there and the people had been
very welcoming.

"Why are you so happy to see this dump?" Iago asked.

"Hey!" Jasmine objected, glaring at the bird. "My Father own
this dum-- I mean, this city."

"So sorry Princess." Iago said, giving a little bow and
rolling his eyes.

"You will be when I tell Father." Jasmine retorted.

"No! C'mon Jas, old friend." Iago begged. He ruffled his
feathers in a slight panic.

"No need to start molting, Iago." Jasmine giggled. "I'll let
it slide....this time." Aladdin and Genie laughed with her.
After all these years Iago still thought the Sultan might throw
him out.

"I'm happy to see it too." Moeagaru announced.

"Really?" Jasmine questioned, smiling.

"Yes. I think we'll have an unforgettable year in Agrabah."
She replied. "We've had so many adventures over the summer."

"I can't wait to see Rajah!" Hikaru spoke up.

"Me too." Jasmine nodded.

"I do hope you all have a great year." Aladdin told the
Princesses. "We'll do all we can to make sure you feel at home
and learn something every day."

"I'm sure we'll have a great time...except when I have to do
math." Hikaru said.

"Math was never my thing either." Aladdin confided. "But I'm
afraid it does come in handy in life."

"Hikaru, you are getting better at it." Hanako reminded her
friend.


"But it's so much work." Hikaru moaned.

"What's all this math talk?" Genie asked raising an eyebrow.
"School work doesn't start until tomorrow. Enjoy not having to
do it today."

"Good point." Hikaru grinned.

Carpet and the horses started descending to the Palace.


*****************************


Meanwhile in the Land of the Black Sand, Mozenrath angrily waved
away the image of Hikaru and her happy group. He had checked in
on her again and was disgusted by how well the girl got along
with Aladdin and Jasmine. The fact that she even knew Aladdin
irked him, but for them to be good friends? Now that made him
furious! The only thing that made him see red more was that
Princess Hikaru chose that goofy Knight over him. Imagine,
preferring wimpy one-dimensional Mamo-boy over a powerful and
giving sorcerer. It just didn't make sense.

It would be hard to wait much longer before putting his newest
plan into action. But soon enough Hikaru would be back with him.

**************************

After the Sultan welcomed everyone back they gathered in a
sitting room to relax.

"How was the trip?" The Sultan wanted to know.

"Well what we saw of the Five Kingdoms was lovely." Jasmine
responded.

"It would have been perfect of Mozenrath hadn't decided to pull
something." Aladdin added.

"That no good ruffian troubled you even there?" The Sultan
looked very surprised.

"He was out to get Hikaru." Genie explained.

"AGAIN!" Iago yelled.

"My goodness, you poor child." The Sultan shook his head in
sympathy. "Are you all right?" He asked Hikaru.

"I'm fine." She chirped.

"We'll fill you in later, I doubt Hikaru wants to talk about
that experience right now." Jasmine said.

"Yeah, I'd rather eat mushrooms." Hikaru put in. "What could
we talk about...?" She thought for a moment. "Oh! I would like
to tell you all about what happened last night. A nice man saved
me."

"You were in danger?" Moeagaru asked, alarmed that she hadn't
known about it.

"I was for a minute. Nasty wolf-boy showed up while I was
walking home. But this man came out of nowhere and got rid of
him. Then he walked me home to make sure I was ok."

"Wow, you were lucky that time." Genie whistled.

"I know, Cassim, that's his name just happened to be there. He
makes weapons out of purified demon bones!"

"What an interesting job." Aladdin commented.

"I told him about you and how your son is named Cassim too."
Hikaru smiled. She looked down at baby Cassim and winked. He and
Destiny were on the floor playing. Iago, who had flown to the
kitchen to grab a snack, swooped back into the room. He settled
on the back of a chair and took a big bite out of his sandwich.

"What a coincidence." Jasmine said.

"Cassim showed me some throwing stars he had made. He does
great work." Hikaru went on.

"I didn't know Al's dad could--" Iago began, then he slapped
one wing over his beak. Ooops.

"What?" Aladdin inquired, sitting up.

"Nothing." Iago tried to just shrug it off.

"What do you know, Iago?" Aladdin prompted. "Was my dad in
Cosmos?"

"He's kinda....living there now." Iago finally blurted out.

"You mean that was Aladdin's father?" Hikaru grinned. "I
thought he looked a little familiar."

"I wonder why he didn't mention anything about being Aladdin's
father," Hikaru said. "I did mention Aladdin by name."
"He said it was better that you didn't know," Iago said.
"But why?" Hikaru asked.
"Probably because of his past," Hikari spoke up. "Since he
was a criminal, he probably thought it was best to live his life
in Cosmos, and Aladdin and Jasmine and the kids can live
peacefully. There's probably still a lot of people none too
happy with him."
"But that was such a long time ago," Hikaru said. "Your
Magesty," she turned to the Sultan. "Isn't there something you
can do?"
"Well," the Sultan said, "it has been a long time..."
"If Mama approves of him living in the Five Kingdoms, then he
has to be ok."
"What about Mozenrath?" Iago asked, "didn't he used to..."
Hikaru shot Iago a look. "Mozenrath was born there and became
evil at some point. Foreigners always have to be checked out
before they can live there. Mama can sense evil, same as me, and
so Cassim must be good. Your Magesty, please pardon Cassim, so
that he can see his son, and his grandchildren."
"Well, if your mother is ok with him living in your kingdom,"
the Sultan said.
"You mean..." Hikaru got excited.
"I will drop all charges against him," the Sultan agreed.
"Yatta!!!" Hikaru shouted, jumping up in the air. "Hikari!
You can fly back to Cosmos and tell Cassim to visit his son, and
his grandchildren, too! It will be so awesome!"
"I will fly back first thing in the morning," Hikari said.
"Right now, it's getting late. Time for you and the girls to go
to bed."
"I'm a fairy! You know I'm a fairy!" the group heard
Primera's angry voice. A few minutes later, Rasoul came in,
wearing a pink dress, and throwing flower petals everywhere.
"I'm the pretty little flower fairy!" he said in a
high-pitched voice. "Watch me sprinkle sunshine everywhere!"
Hikaru and Aladdin were both doubled over laughing.
"Primera..." Hikari said, "must we go through this?"
Primera flew into the room. "Must he always call me a sprite?
I'm NOT a sprite! I'm a FAIRY!"
"Just change him back," Hikari said.
Primera tapped Rasoul, changing him back.
Hikaru noticed, through her laughter, that the Sultan was
straining to keep a straight face. "Oh, dear," he said, "I think
I left the treasure room unlocked. I had better go fix that
problem."

The treasure room, of course, was secure. But as soon as the
Sultan got a good distance away, he fell over laughing.

Hikaru sat at her window, watching Mamoru awaken the stars.
By now, she could tell one from another. SHe was in the Suzaku
quadrent now, so those constelations were the ones she saw the
best. It wasn't too long ago, that the constelations had helped
her out. They had given her encouragement, that horrible time,
when Mozenrath kidnapped her last.
When Mamoru was in full view, Hikaru waved to him. He waved
back. Hikaru already couldn't wait until the weekend, when she
would see him again.

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru Usako hurried to the Game Center. The new Five
Kingdoms game was out, and Hikaru couldn't wait to play it.
Plus, she wanted to see if she could clear that level in the
Sailor V game she played.
"Hikaru!" Hikaru turned to see Umi and Hanako. Both girls
attended the same school as Hikaru.
"Umi-chan! Hana-chan!" Hikaru said, "Did you guys come to
play the new Five Kingdoms game, too?"
"Well..." Umi began.
"We actually needed to talk to you," Hanako said. "Can we go
someplace private?"
"Hikaru!" It was Jedeite.
"Jedeite-senpai!" Hikaru smiled.
"The new Sailormoon movie is playing," Jedeite said, knowing
that would distract Hikaru. "I've got two tickets."
"Ooh!" Hikaru exclaimed, "I've wanted to see that for so
long!"
Jedeite took Hikaru by the hand, and they headed off.
***End Dream Sequence***
Hikaru sat up straight. Why was she having this dream now?
And, why was it such a nightmare? THe Jedeite in her dream did
resemble the Jedeite whom Mozenrath had posed as a few months
ago. What did this recurring dream mean? And...Sailormoon?
Tokyo?
Hikaru laid back on her pillows. Maybe she was just
tramatized by the events of the four days Mozenrath had her. She
wouldn't panic just yet.

The next day, Ryoko sat with her new band of thieves,
explaining their new plan.
"So, we break into the palace tomorrow evening," Ryoko said.
"Do what you'd like with anyone you find, but leave Jasmine, and
that red-haired fire queen to me."
"Begging your pardon," said one of the thieves, "but with
Aladdin, the Genie, and now those five princesses everybody
talks about, wouldn't it be kinda dangerous to..."
Ryoko sent her whip flying at the thief. "Never question me!"
she said. "It might be dangerous, but are you men or boys? Don't
let a few overly-maincured princesses get to you! We attack
tomorrow evening."

Ryoko walked down an alley. She could get used to this.
Before, she was just a mercinery, doing whatever people paid her
to do. Now, by chance, she was the leader of a band of thieves.
A bunch of stupid male apes, yes, but they would be quite
useful.
Suddenly, a dark figure sidestepped Ryoko. Ryoko swore. What
could he want?
"I see you're doing quite well for yourself," Mozenrath said.
Ryoko just pushed past, pretending she didn't know the
sorcerer. Afterall, once a job was done, Ryoko made it a point
to break all ties with whoever hired her.
"hey!" Mozenrath disappeared and rematerialized in front of
Ryoko. "I was talking to you!"
"And I was ignoring you," Ryoko said through gritted teeth.
"I did what you asked, now we don't know each other, remember?"
"Don't talk back to me, you arrogant flusie!" Mozenrath
growled. "I couldn't help overhear your plan to crash the
palace."
"And what do you plan on doing about it?" Ryoko asked.
"Nothing," Mozenrath said. "That is, I won't do anything as
long as you keep a couple of things in mind."
"I have your money," Ryoko said, "I no longer work for you."
Mozenrath sent invisible power at Ryoko, grabbing her by the
throat. "I don't care if you and your enterage decides to invade
the palace! I don't even care what you do to anybody there.
Except, keep in mind that Hikaru and Aladdin are off limits. I'm
to kill Aladdin, and Hikaru is to be my queen. Understand?"
Ryoko nodded. Mozenrath disappeared.

Back at his castle, Mozenrath laughed. "Ryoko," he said,
"you'll help me out without even knowing it."

"Late again!" Hikaru exclaimed as she ran down the main palace
staircase. She had heard Hanako wake her earlier but she must
have dozed off again. She had woken up at the other end of her
bed with her school clothes beside her. With the nightmares
she'd been having it was no wonder she was so tired. Hikaru was
in such a hurry she forgot to look around before descending the
stairs. She had to take her chances on someone seeing her, but
the Princess certainly didn't want to have to go back and walk.
Luckily for her no one was near the stairs. Hikaru rounded a
corner to get to the library and ran smack into Aladdin.

"Whoa!" Aladdin caught Hikaru before the force of their
impact knocked her backwards. "Are you ok?" He asked.

"Yes, I'm fine." She laughed at herself, knowing that she must
have looked pretty silly rounding the corner like there was no
tomorrow.

"Good." Aladdin bent down to get Hikaru's notebook, which had
flown out of her hands. "See why we always say don't run?"
Aladdin shook his head disapprovingly, but he couldn't help
cracking a smile.

"I know... but I'm late." Hikaru took her notebook from
Aladdin.

"I've been meaning to talk to you." Aladdin said thoughtfully.
"How about I vouch for your tardiness?"

"Ooo would you?" Hikaru perked up at that.

"I will this time." Aladdin responded.

"Thanks!" Hikaru beamed. Now she wouldn't get a lecture from
Genie. "What did you want to talk about?"

"Just that it meant a lot to me what you did yesterday.
Because of you the Sultan is finally allowing my dad back in
Agrabah. He's never even seen the twins! I haven't seen him
myself in five years."

"I'm glad the Sultan listened to me." Hikaru smiled.

"The Sultan is a fair man, and a great father-in-law. I know
he was doing his duty keeping the King of Thieves out of his
city." Aladdin confided. "But still, I have hoped for years that
my dad could make up for all he has done. Now, thanks to you,
he'll get his chance. And I can bring together my past and
present and share my own happy family with Dad." Aladdin was
very grateful. He had thought of bringing up his dad to the
Sultan a few times over the years, but he never quite got up the
nerve. Now he realized that maybe if he had spoken to the Sultan
this could have happened a little sooner. He gave Hikaru a hug
and a smile. He wanted her to realize the importance of what she
had done. No doubt she had a way with words and with people. If
the Sultan hadn't grown so fond of her he might have dismissed
the idea of letting Aladdin's father come back instantly.

"Aww!" Hikaru grinned. "I love family get-togethers. And this
one is long overdue. Did you even have any idea where Cassim was
for the past five years?"

"Well, we have kept in contact. I write him when I can and of
course every few months Iago would come visit and tell us all
about their adventures." Aladdin explained. "I didn't realize
Dad settled down to live in Cosmos though."

"I'm so happy I could help!" Hikaru bounced around with joy.

"Me too." Aladdin winked. "C'mon, I'll walk you to the
library." The two turned to go down the long hallway. And as
Aladdin promised he did explain Hikaru's lateness to Genie.


*************************

That afternoon after the five Princesses' lessons, they were
gathered in Jasmine's garden talking.

"And tomorrow Jasmine will be teaching Language, Music and Art
Appreciation...and Aladdin will teach Fighting Skills." Hanako
was saying. The girls were trying to get their weekly schedules
straight. Their subjects alternated every other day. Today they
had begun Math, Science, and Magic with Genie and then Fitness
with Aladdin. For now their Princess lessons were over, too many
other subjects to keep up with. The last thing Jasmine wanted to
do was overload the girls with extra work. They would be busy as
it was.

"Do we have to talk about school?" Hikaru groaned. "We're free
for the rest of the day, and I wanna have some fun."

"Me too. Let's play a game." Umi suggested.

"Yeah! Outburst!" Hikaru yelled.

"You do know you're not good at that game, right?" Moeagaru
asked in a flat tone. Good or not, Hikaru was enthusiastic.

"I am so good at it." Hikaru insisted.

"Well, she does try hard." Kaze smiled.

A few minutes later the girls had talked Aladdin, Jasmine, Genie
and the Sultan into playing the game with them. They all met in
the game room and split into two teams. The first category was
Couples.

"Romeo and Juliet!" Jasmine said.

"Me and Jasmine!" Aladdin piped up.

"Hikaru and Mamoru!" Moeagaru called out.

"Hey! I was going to say that!" Hikaru pouted. "Sadira and
Keisuke, Umi and Lantis, Mozenrath and Kiba Okami, ....Lucy
and Desi!" She yelled.

"Huh?" The others looked at her strangely.

"Does it count if she makes them up?" Umi questioned.

"Oh...nevermind." Hikaru blushed slightly.

The next category was Constellations. Hikaru nearly jumped out
of her chair. "Yes!!" She screamed, excited that she would win
this round.

"No fair, she knows them backwards and forwards." Kaze crossed
her arms.

"Sorry Hikaru." Genie said. "She's right, looks like you'll
have to sit this topic out."
To insure that Hikaru couldn't blurt them out both Moeagaru and
Kaze covered her mouth.

"Suboru..." Aladdin said.

"Nuriko!" Hanako called.

"Hotohori." Umi said.

"Tomo!" Kaze said, straining to keep her grip on Hikaru.

"Soi?" Jasmine answered, a little unsure.

"Tamahome!!" Hikaru suddenly got out. The others were still
trying to keep her quiet but somehow she was able to tell that
anyway.

"Hikaru!" Everyone scolded.


***********************************


Later in the day Hikaru sat on her bed reading. But for once she
couldn't concentrate on her book, even though she was loving the
story. She kept thinking back to her recent nightmares.
Especially the odd one about the future. Did it mean something?
With a sigh she put her novel down. Maybe it would help to talk
about the dreams. Hikaru decided that's just what she should do,
and quickly headed down stairs.

She found Aladdin and Jasmine in a sitting room. They would
listen, and maybe even offer advice. "What are you guys up to?"
Hikaru asked casually as she entered the room.

"We were just talking about how wonderful it will be tonight
when Cassim gets to meet his grandchildren." Jasmine said.

"I can't wait!" Hikaru replied.

"I'm really looking forward to it too." Aladdin agreed. "What
have you been up to? It's been awfully quiet upstairs."

"I was reading." Hikaru answered.

"Of course." Jasmine smiled.

"I actually came down here because... well I have been having
strange nightmares. I thought they would stop after I got away
from Mozenrath. But one keeps coming back."

"What is it about?" Aladdin questioned.

"The future. In it I'm not really me... well I'm a different
Hikaru, slightly. And it's always set in some place called
Tokyo. It's always a vivid dream, and some guy named Jedeite is
there every time."

"Jedeite, as in Mozenrath?" Jasmine raised her eyebrows with
concern.

"No....Jedeite is his name, but he's different. Looks similar
to Mozenrath's Jedeite though."

"Is he scary?" Jasmine asked.


"No." Hikaru shook her head. "It's just all so weird. Some of
my friends are in the dream, but it's like I don't know them."

"Interesting...." Aladdin commented. "and what makes you think
it's in the future?"

"There are things there I have never heard of, everyone
dresses differently, and at some point I learned I was supposed
to be in the 1900s! That's so very far off into the future I
never even considered such a date." Hikaru explained.


***************************


That night Hikari finally returned with Cassim. The man went to
hug his son right away. After a joyful embrace, he then moved on
to kiss Jasmine's hand. "It's so good to be back." He announced.
In truth Cassim had a lot of bad memories of Agrabah, but that
didn't matter now. He was thrilled to get to come 'home' and see
his family. "Where are those grandchildren?" He beamed.

"We'll show you the nursery." Jasmine offered. Then she and
Aladdin lead Cassim to the sleeping twins.

"My, my. They are adorable." Cassim whispered taking a good
long look at their faces.

Adventures in Agrabah - Part 19 - Return of Cassim - part 2


***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru Usako sat on a swing on her back porch, watching the
stars. For some reason, the moon and stars appealed to her a
great deal.
A red and blue parrot flew to her, and purched itself on her
shoulder.
"Where did you come from?" Hikaru asked the bird. "It's so
peaceful out here at night," she continued. "I don't know if
it's my fixation with the Pretty Soldier Sailormoon, or what,
but I love to sit out here and watch the moon and stars. It
always makes me feel so peaceful."
"Makes me feel peaceful," the bird repeated.
"I wonder if it's true," Hikaru said, "that the moon and
stars show you your destiny?"
"Follow your destiny," the bird squalked. "Follow your
destiny."
The parrot flew off, just before Jedeite approached Hikaru.
"Who were you talking to?" he asked.
"Oh, just some parrot," Hikaru said. "Just flew here and
landed on my shoulder."
Jedeite looked a bit uneasy. "Uh, Hikaru," he said, "your
mother said you'd be out here. I don't think it's healthy for
you to spend so much time outside by yourself at night."
"But I can't help it, Jedeite-senpai," Hikaru said. "The sky
is so pretty at night. It has sort of a romantic feeling to it."
"Then I should be out here with you," Jedeite said, taking
Hikaru in his arms, and kissing her.
***End Dream Sequence***

Hikaru sat up in her bed. She couldn't figure out why these
dreams were so horrible, but they scared her. Was it, perhaps,
because she didn't remember her friends, and was dating someone
who wasn't Mamoru?
She pulled aside the curtain to look at the constelations. By
now, she could tell the time, right to the second, by looking at
them. It was one in the morning.
"Tamahome...Chichiri...Nuriko...Hotohori...Tamahome..." She
laid back down and went to sleep again.

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru took one last look in the full-length mirror. She was
18, and about to marry the man of her dreams. Her Brides' maids,
Moeagaru, Kaze, Umi and Hanako all had their bouquettes ready.
"Hikaru," Hikaraseru said, "don't forget your bouquette."
"Of course!" Hikaru said. Her bouquette was made up of pink
and white flowers, with some silver hanasaki blossoms thrown in.
"You'll have a happy future," Hikaraseru said.
"Is everybody decent?" King Helios asked. When he found
everybody was, he entered the room, and made ready to walk his
daughter down the aisle.

In the chapel, Hikaru looked around to see familiar faces.
The four Saint Beast Senshi, Sadira, Aladdin, Jasmine, Kikiyo,
Nanami, Hikari, Primera, Mihoshi, Kiyone, Lina Inverse, Yusuke
and several others she had met over the years. She looked to see
that, not only had the Sultan of Agrabah been able to make her
wedding, but even Celine and her sister Serena had taken on
human form just for this occasion. She glanced over by the
presents, where she saw Iago, Abu, Jinsoku and Nyan Nyan. She
laughed to herself as she noticed Iago eyeballing the ones that
looked the most valuable.

Hikaru's father gave Mamoru his daughter's hand and went to
sit down.
"I've been waiting for this moment for years..." Mamoru said.
***End Dream Sequence***
Hanako entered Hikaru's bedroom to wake her up. "Hikaru!" she
said, going over to Hikaru's bed. She gently put a hand on
Hikaru's shoulder.
"Mamo-chan..." Hikaru murmured, taking Hanako's hand.
"Hey!" Hanako grabbed her hand back. "I'm not Mamoru!"
Hikaru sat straight up. "What?" Hikaru said sleepily.
"You were dreaming again!" Hanako said. "Ah, well, at least
it wasn't about food."

Hikaru sat in the library after class. Jasmine had instructed
the girls to each write a paper, describing herself. The paper
had to be at least two pages.
"My name is Hikaru Usako..." Hikaru began. No, that wasn't
right. Where did that even come from? Hikaru quickly erased the
first sentence. "My name is Princess Hikaru," she wrote. "I am
14 years old, and am the High Princess of Cosmos. My favourite
foods are cake, ice cream and most fruits. I pretty much like
all food, but I will never even touch a mushroom, unless I am
throwing it out. Mushrooms are gross.
"My favourite things to do are hanging out with friends,
reading romances, singing and writing.
"A few of my favourite romances are "Taming of Annabelle,"
"Minerva," "Rainbird's Revenge," "Emily Goes to Exiter," and
"Dierdre and Desire." Lord Harry Desire is one of my favourite
romance heroes. But he still doesn't compare to Mamoru. Right
now, I am reading "Anne of Green Gables" and I seriously think
the writer, who, of course, is a futuristic writer must have had
dreams of me and Moeagaru. Anne has Moe-chan's temper and red
hair (although she can control her temper better as she gets
older.) and she and I have been in many of the same scrapes. I
think Princess Jasmine might have to tell her to walk like a
lady all the time, too. I hope I can travel through time and
space to meet Anne. I could show her the fairies and dryads that
she believes in.
"A lot of the songs I sing come from different sayings that
my kingdom believes in. So, what I sing is very important to me.
There is one song, however, that Moeagaru taught me, that Genrou
taught her, that I would like to try sometime. It's a very
pretty song. It is called "For The Sake of My Love." Some of my
other favourites include "Moonlight Densetsu," "Unyielding
Wish," "Holding The Light and the Darkness," "Lovely Maiden's
Policy," and "Moonlight Destiny." I like "My Only Love," too,
but I'm afraid I can't ever get through it without shedding a
tear.
"My friends, family and the people of my kingdom are all very
important to me..." Hikaru went on to list her friends and
family, describing them and her relationship with each
individual person. She then went on to talk about the Five
Kingdoms, and how she hoped to make as good a queen as her
mother, and hoped she wouldn't let her people down.
Hikaru put the finishing touches on her paper, and held it
out to inspect it. "Perfect," she said.
"Hey, Hikaru-chan!" Kaze said, walking by.
"Kaze-chan," Hikaru greeted her friend. "Can you help me?"
"Sure!" Kaze said. "Do you need help writing your paper?"
"Nope," Hikaru smiled, "Just finished it. I need you to dry
the ink, so I can keep it in my folder without smearing the
ink."
Kaze laughed. "Guess I'm the best person for that job," she
said, sending a gentle breeze to dry the ink on Hikaru's paper.
"Did you start yours, yet?" Hikaru asked.
Kaze nodded. "It's a bit easier to sit still and write
something," she said.

Later that evening, everyone was sitting around talking.
"I think I will like school," Hikaru said. "Math, I'll just
have to deal with. I'm a bit disappointed there's no astronomy
this year, though."
"Like you need to take an astronomy class," Moeagaru said.
"I know," Hikaru said, "but I like to watch the constelations
and read about them...oh, well. Maybe I will write a paper about
them, or we'll talk about astronomy in science?"
Everybody laughed.
Suddenly, a crash was heard. A few minutes later, a band of
thieves, led by Ryoko stormed into the room.
"Remember," Ryoko commanded, "take what you want, and go up
against anyone of your choice, but Jasmine's mine!"
"Excuse me?" Jasmine demanded. "Who do you think you..."
Ryoko lunged at Jasmine, and within minutes, the two were
rolling on the floor, neither one having the upper hand.
The next moment, there was mass chaos, as Ryoko's followers
attacked.
Moeagaru sent several fireballs at a couple. "Hot enough for
you?" she asked them. The two thieves ran away, screaming.
"Sparkling wide pressure!" Umi shouted, sending her waterfall
at a couple more thieves.
Kaze sent her super tornado at some, and Hanako used her rose
whip, but the thieves kept coming.
"There's no way there could be this many!" Aladdin said to
his father.
"If I didn't know better," Cassim observed, noticing that
several of the thieves had twins and triplets, "I'd say magic is
involved here."
The two used the best of their fighting skills to fight the
fast-approaching thieves.
Genie picked up attackers left and right, sending them
flying, but his efforts were in vain, as more came at him.
"They're multiplying!" Iago screamed, hiding behind Carpet.
In a corner of the room, one of the thieves had Hikaru
trapped. "Just do what I tell you, Goldilocks," the thief said,
"and I won't have to cut you."
Hikaru just stayed calm, letting the thief approach. "Super
Moon Kick!" Hikaru cried, sending the thief across the room. A
couple more approached her, and she used her Love and Beauty
Shock and her Moonlight Crecent Wave to take them out. They got
up, though, and attacked again. "Hey!" she exclaimed, "I don't
want to have to use my sceptar on you guys!"
Suddenly, someone grabbed Hikaru from behind and disappeared
with her.
After Hikaru disappeared, the number of thieves had decreased
dramatically, but Jasmine was still fighting with Ryoko.

Princess Jasmine found herself rolling around on the floor
fighting for her life against the money hungry no account Ryoko.
The girl had the nerve to break into Jasmine's palace and attack
her! So now the Princess was angry enough to breathe fire and
showed it with her fighting. The two girls had been testing each
other, tossing their weight around, showing how hard their grips
were and getting in a slap or two when possible. Jasmine had had
more than enough of this low-life, the real fighting was about
to begin. Ryoko pinned Jasmine down by her shoulders and quickly
reached for something. A weapon...it was a knife. As Ryoko was
getting up to slash Jasmine with the knife the Princess reacted
by swinging both legs and tripping the thief. Ryoko landed with
a grunt, but she still held the knife. Around them the others
were still busy with Ryoko's followers. Jasmine dodged her and
glanced around the room. There had to be something she could use
to defend herself. Then Jasmine saw it - a long piece of wood
that went with the twin's building set. It was with a few other
toys across the room....right by where Aladdin was.

"Aladdin!" Jasmine called out. As soon as their eyes met
Aladdin knew the danger his wife was in. Jasmine motioned to the
toys while keeping Ryoko away with a couple of kicks.

"Aww, need your man to save you?" Ryoko snarled. "Pathetic!"
Aladdin tossed Jasmine the wood with careful aim. Then he tried
to keep an eye out for her as he and his father fought off two
more thieves.

"No, but you'll need a doctor when I'm done with you!" Jasmine
snapped. She was now holding the thin strip of wood firmly.
"This, is for assuming I'm some damsel in distress!" She swung
the wood, which cracked against Ryoko's hand and successfully
knocked her knife away. It went skidding across the marble
floor. "And this is for breaking into my home!" Jasmine gave
Ryoko a slamming right hook to the face. It knocked her down but
it didn't stop her. She jumped on Jasmine, hitting her in the
face and wrestling her to the ground again.

Most of the band of thieves had fled, but a few remained. Genie
and the girls were taking care of them. Aladdin had just knocked
out the guy he was fighting and he ran to Jasmine's aid. "Get
off my wife!" He yelled snatching Ryoko up and holding the
violently struggling girl just off the ground. That gave Jasmine
the chance to get up and face Ryoko.

"Let me down you ape!" Ryoko screamed.

"No way!" Aladdin responded, tightening his hold. Of course
Ryoko kept struggling. She managed to elbow Aladdin in the
stomach and kick him in the shin at the same time, then Ryoko
used her flexibility to slip out of Aladdin's slightly weakened
grip.

Ryoko rushed forward and kicked Jasmine in the stomach, sending
her backwards. This time Jasmine was quick to get up and she
paid the thief back with a spin kick to the neck. Ryoko moaned
and cracked her bruised neck. Behind her Aladdin was about to
step in again, but Jasmine shook her head at him. She wanted to
finish this herself. It was then that she remembered about her
new amulet power. She had been going in survival mode, not even
considering magic. In a snap Ryoko was in Jasmine's face again.
She resorted to tugging Jasmine's long hair. The Princess' head
flew back from the forceful pull.

"That's it!" Jasmine exclaimed. She shoved Ryoko away with all
her might.

"Ooo the Princess is mad." Ryoko mocked. "I'm shaking."
Jasmine glared at the thief then with a bright light her powers
came out of her hands. The amulet magic hit Ryoko, throwing her
across the room. The girl looked shocked, staring at Jasmine
with her mouth open. She regained her tough composure and got to
her feet.

"One step closer and I'll do it again." Jasmine warned. "Get
out of my Palace!"

Stubbornly, Ryoko started to charge at Princess Jasmine again.
Jasmine stopped her with one shot, temporarily paralyzing her.

"You did it!" Aladdin smiled. It had been so hard for him to
just watch the last couple of minutes. More than anything he
always wanted to keep Jasmine safe. But his wife apparently knew
what she was doing.

"All's clear!" Genie announced. Every member of Ryoko's band
had either fled or was being locked up. Then he noticed the
frozen Ryoko. "Ooops, still one piece of trash left to throw
out." Genie tossed the girl out the Palace's front entrance,
making sure she landed out of the city. Looking around he saw
about half of the Palace guards laying on the steps. No doubt
they had been drugged by the thieves.

"What was all that noise?" The Sultan demanded. He appeared in
a doorway with Rasoul. "The guards wouldn't let me come in."
Well for once Rasoul had done his job.

"We had intruders, Father." Jasmine told him, trying to catch
her breath.

"Jasmine! My Dear, are you all right?" He waddled over to take
a good look at his daughter. She was scraped and bruised, but
otherwise just tired.

"I'm fine." She nodded. Aladdin put his arms around her
whispering how brave she was in her ear.

"Where's Hikaru?" Kaze asked.

"The last time I saw her she was doing well in defending
herself." Cassim told them.

"Yeah, I noticed she kicked butt!" Moeagaru grinned.

"But where did she go?" Aladdin wondered.

"Oh no... I have a bad feeling about this." Hanako bit her
lip.

Mozenrath appeared with Hikaru, in a ghost town in the middle
of nowhere. Nobody had lived here for about fifty years.
"We meet again, Princess," he said.
"You...you staged that fight, didn't you!"
"Me?" Mozenrath looked innocent. "Actually no. I just got
lucky."
"Haven't you learned when to give up?" Hikaru said.
"I never give up...I thought you would know that by now."
"You're about to learn what a mistake that is," Hikaru
threatened. "Venus Love Me Chain!" Hikaru sent a chain of hearts
and crecent moons at the sorcerer, knocking him over. She used
this opportunity to make a run for it.Mozenrath would not keep
her captive again.
"Hmmm, that's a new one," Mozenrath muttered, getting up.He
used his power to get an invisible hold on Hikaru. "Not so
fast!"
When Hikaru got close enough to Mozenrath, she kicked him
hard in the shin, causing him to break his hold on her. "Super
moon kick!" she cried, kicking him a good distance away from
her, and making a second attempt at escape.
Mozenrath growned. Hikaru was getting tougher by the day!
"You can't escape!" he roared, going after her.
"Pink sugar heart attack!" Hikaru shouted, sending pink
hearts at the sorcerer, temporarily blinding him.
When Mozenrath could see again, he kept chasing Hikaru. He
used his magic to create a wall cutting her off. Hikaru was
going so fast she ran into it. She fell back but jumped up as
Mozenrath came behind her.
Hikaru turned and saw the sorcerer. She was trapped, and she
knew it! She took a step backward. At the last second, Hikaru
lept over the wall.
Mozenrath watched this and had the wall disappear. Hikaru
didn't get far before he appeared in front of the Princess. She
almost ran into him and he grabbed her. He hadn't expected such
a struggle but he was always prepared. He threw some sparkling
dust at Hikaru. As it fell on her she had a look of wonder.
Within seconds it took effect and Hikaru slumped down into
Mozenrath's waiting arms, out cold.

"If I get my hands on that no-good twobit..." Moeagaru began.
"Well, we don't know it was Ryoko," Cassim reasoned.
"Well, it's convenient that Hikaru turned up missing after
the battle," Moeagaru said.
"True," Aladdin said, "but Jasmine was fighting with Ryoko
the whole time...how could she have gotten Hikaru?"
"i didn't say Ryoko actually *took* Hikaru. Maybe she had
help," Moeagaru said.
"What would Ryoko want with Hikaru?" Umi asked.
"She did kidnap her before for..." Moeagaru stopped.
"Mozenrath..." Hanako finished for her.
"Of course..." Aladdin slapped his forehead. "Again!"
Jasmine explained to Cassim about Mozenrath, his hatred for
Aladdin and his newest obsession with Hikaru.
"She hasn't been gone long. Maybe we can catch up to them."
Genie suggested.
The princesses got their horses, and Aladdin, Jasmine,
Jinsoku, Iago and Abu flew on Carpet.
Moeagaru hurried over to Cassim. "I know Hikaru wouldn't mind
if you took Kouseki," she gestured to the white horse with the
sparkling silver hair. "Any friend of Hikaru's is a friend of
hers." Moeagaru led the uneasy Cassim to Kouseki.
"Don't be nervous," Kouseki said. "I'm safe. Just hang onto
me like I was a normal horse, and you'll do fine."
Cassim did just as the horse instructed him.
Everybody set out. Genie, Hikari, Primera and Nyan Nyan
flying on their own.

Back at the moon kingdom, Mamoru felt a stab of pain. He knew
this pain well. It meant Hikaru was in trouble. His first action
was to ask the constelations, as he awakened them for the night.
When none of them could tell him anything, Mamoru then
decided to head for the palace in Agrabah. If Hikaru was in
trouble, her friends would be looking for her, too, and he
couldn't just sit idle, not knowing the wherabouts of his
beloved.
When he arrived at the palace, he met up with the dejected
group. They had obviously come back from an unsuccessful search.

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru walked down the aisle, her arm in her father's.
Finally, this day had come.
When they reached the altar, King Helios gave her hand to
Mamoru.
"I've been waiting for this day," Mamoru said.
But when Hikaru looked up, it wasn't Mamoru at all! She
stared right into the face of Mozenrath. "And I'm never gonna
let you go," he smiled evilly.
***End Dream Sequence***
Hikaru awoke to Mozenrath's lips against her own. When he
broke the kiss, she screamed.
Mozenrath's eyes crossed and he covered both ears with his
hands. Hikaru had extraordinary lungs! She let out the loudest
shrillest shriek he had ever heard. He was right in front of her
and the sound made his entire head vibrate. Once the Princess
stopped screaming Mozenrath shook his head, hoping to still have
some hearing left. His ears rang but he found he could hear
himself talk.

"What's the point of that, no one is going to hear you..."
Mozenrath told Hikaru. "and if they did they might assume it was
a wandering Banshee." He added more to himself than anything.

Hikaru sat up, and realized she was now in chains. "You sick
obsessed jerk!" she said. "Give it up! I'm not going to join
you, and taking me by force isn't going to change my mind! Let
me go!"

"I have magic that will persuade you quite well." Mozenrath
replied.

"Please keep in mind you got your butt kicked last time...by
the way, I heard you got a visit from your best friend." Hikaru
smiled.

"Now there's someone who really needs a breath mint."
Mozenrath frowned, remembering how annoying, fowl and stinky
Kiba-Okami was. He hated even being on the same planet with such
a loser. "I almost won. I had the perfect plan...even got to
kill Aladdin. It was YOU who brought him back. So I figure I owe
you for that." His expression turned cold for a moment.

Hikaru began to freak out a bit. "There's no way you could have
known who brought Aladdin back," she said, "my mom was busy
kicking your sorry butt."

"I'm not stupid, I do reserch." The wizard retorted.

"Do you have a BOOK on me or something?" Hikaru questioned,
forever surprized at all this guy knew or could find out. "Why
don't you go home and read it! And STAY THERE! And leave me
alone!"

"I told you, I know what I need to know."

"No, you know what's none of your business. You don't need to
know anything about me." Hikaru told him.

"None of that matters right now. What's important is that I
have you where you belong again - with me."

"I don't belong with you!" Hikaru shouted, frustrated. "If I
did, you wouldn't have to take me by force."

"You do belong with me. Our destiny is to take over the world.
You just need to be convinced of that." Mozenrath stated
casually.

"I don't want to take over the world!" She insisted. "Besides,
you know nothing about decor."

"That's your only problem, you don't see the potential." He
replied.

"Oh, what am I not seeing?" Hikaru asked sarcastically. "This
oughtta be good," she muttered.

"How perfect we will be together, and how powerful. You don't
let yourself even picture it. We could have everything."

"I don't normally deliberately picture things that I know are
going to make me puke. And an eternity with you will make me do
that." Hikaru lashed out.

"I can change your mind. I have many spells for that, and
don't think I can't make them very very strong." Mozenrath let
her know.

"I'll fight every inch of the way or die trying."

"You can fight all you want..." He shrugged. "but eventually
you will have to give in, or else I'll make a special spell to
dissolve your will. I haven't done it yet, because your strong
will is a big part of you, but I won't hesitate if it takes you
too long to see things my way."

Kiba-Okami followed Hikaru's scent to an abandoned town far
away from The Five Kingdoms, Agrabah or the Land of the Black
Sand. His initial thought was that the demon slayer who'd
stopped him must've brought her here. No matter. He wasn't going
to let a few demon-slaying weapons stop him from getting what he
wanted.
He followed the strong scent to an old house, and burst
through the door.
Hurrying upstairs, he found Hikaru in a bedroom, chained to a
bed. But the demon slayer was nowhere. Instead, he saw
Mozenrath. The sorcerer was just as startled to see Kiba-Okami
as the wolf demon was to see him.
"You!" Mozenrath shouted. "I thought I made it perfectly
clear, when I threw you in that lava pit, that you were to stay
away from Hikaru!"
"You don't own her!" Kiba-Okami said. He glanced at Hikaru.
"Chaining her to a bed...getting a bit desparate, aren't you?"
Mozenrath growled in frustration. "Just because that's all
you think about doesn't mean it's everybody's ambition!" he
said.
"Um," Hikaru said, "is that all you two do when you're around
each other is bicker?"
"As a matter of fact," Mozenrath told her, "yes, it is. This
drooling mutt doesn't have half a clue. When we rule together,
he'll have to be on a leash at all times...one that electricutes
him if he TALKS."
"She isn't going to rule with you," Kiba-Okami said, "you

think everything is your property! Just like that ball!"
"I had the ball first," Mozenrath said, "you just wanted it
because I had it...like everything else."
"Well, I did see it first," Kiba-Okami said, "just like I
discovered Hikaru first."
"I told you," Mozenrath said, "I saw her first when she was
four! Just because you're a drooling pervert who only thinks
those perverted thoughts doesn't mean you are entitled to her.
Besides, get out of here, before you pee on her, too."
"I'll do that, if that's what it takes."
"Ick!" Hikaru verbalized her thoughts. "At least Mozenrath
doesn't..." She shut up, not wanting to take sides in a childish
debate, let alone one between two villians. "Where did that
disgusting suggestion come from, anyway?" she asked.
"First day of kindergarten," Mozenrath said. "He peed on my
ball."
"It was my ball, you over-possessive freak!"
"You don't even remember it correctly," Mozenrath argued. "I
can show Hikaru exactly what happened. It was his hundredth year
of kindergarten," Mozenrath explained, making an image appear.
"Third!" Kiba-Okami corrected.
"Oh!" Mozenrath said sarcastically. "Like that makes a
difference."
"Even I know the difference between 100 and 3," Kiba-Okami
said.
"Shut up!" Mozenrath snapped. "Let Hikaru watch!"
"Yeah!" Hikaru said, "this ought to be interesting."
Hikaru turned to the image, where a much younger Mozenrath
and Kiba-Okami were in a classroom setting.

***Flashback***
It was the first day of kindergarten for five-year-old
Mozenrath. Back at this time, the sorcerer hadn't realized his
inner powers yet. A child of the Five Kingdoms had to at least
finish kindergarten before he was able to use any of his powers.
Mozenrath reached for a red ball. He wasn't in a good mood
right then, because a girl named Botan, who thought she knew
everything, kept trying to be his boss. "Moz," she had said,
"you're not allowed to sit on the table." "Moz, don't mix the
play doe like that. Not everybody wants to play with black play
doe." and "Moz, you'll catch it from Haruna-sensei if she finds
out you're chewing gum." Mozenrath had had enough of this. Botan
was at a table with some other girls, colouring. He'd teach her
to boss him around.
Mozenrath reached for the ball, at the same time as a kid who
was part human part wolf-cub.
"Hey!" Mozenrath shouted. "Get your furry flea-infested hands
off my ball!"
"YOUR ball?" the little wolf-boy said, "it's MY ball! It's
always been my ball!"
"I had it first!" Mozenrath said.
"Well, I SAW it first!"
"Just who do you think you are, anyway!" Mozenrath demanded.
"Kiba-Okami," the wolf boy said. "And you're in my
territory!"
"Oh, please!" Mozenrath said. "This is NOT your territory!
Someday, I'll run this school, and maybe even the world!"
"And you need this ball to do that?"
"Yes," Mozenrath said, "I do. I need it to teach little
prissy girls who think they know everything how to address me."
The two started trying to get the ball away from each other.
"Guys!" Botan came up to the two boys. "Haruna-Sensei says
we're supposed to share the toys!"
"Get lost, Cootie Face!" Mozenrath said to her.
"I'll tell on you for that," Botan said.
"Good," Mozenrath said. "And while you're at it, you can tell
on me for THIS!" He reached over with one hand and yanked
Botan's ponytail. Botan screamed and ran to Miss Haruna.
Kiba-Okami used this oportunity to take the ball from
Mozenrath. Mozenrath couldn't believe what he saw next.
Kiba-Okami set the ball down, and "sprayed" it. "Now, it's
definately my ball," Kiba-Okami said.
"You sick disgusting animal!" Mozenrath screamed. He kicked
Kiba-Okami. The wolf boy returned the favour. Soon, the two were
on the floor, throwing kicks and punches.

"And Moz pulled my hair...and Kiba just peed on the ball..."
Botan was telling the teacher. Miss Haruna excused herself from
the group she was working with, and approached the two fighting
children.
"Mozenrath! Kiba-Okami!" she shouted. "Stop this
immediately!" When the two didn't listen, she used her magic to
blast them...just enough to get them to stop fighting.
"He started it," Kiba-Okami said.
"You peed on my ball!" Mozenrath protested. "That's sick!
Only uncivilized beings do that!"
"Enough!" Miss Haruna shouted. "Kiba, you've been in my class
for two years! And how many times have we gone over this? We do
not pee on the toys in kindergarten."
"This is your third year?" Mozenrath said, surprised. "Wow,
you are stupid!"
"He said stupid!" Botan said.
"Botan, I am not deaf," Miss Haruna said, frustrated that she
had to deal with fighting on the first day of school. "Now, both
of you should already know that fighting isn't the way to get
what you want. If you have a problem with someone, you don't hit
or kick. You use your words."
"When I'm a powerful sorcerer," Mozenrath threatened, "I'll
use my words and turn him into a slug."
"I'll feed your sorry butt to the wolves on my block,"
Kiba-Okami retorted.
"Kiba-Okami! Go sit in time-out!"
"Haha!" Mozenrath laughed.
"Mozenrath, I'm not done with you," Miss Haruna continued.
"Isn't there something you'd like to tell Botan?"
"Yeah," Mozenrath turned to Botan. "You're a pig-faced
tattletail know-it-all."
"Did you hear what he..." Botan began.
"I mean for pulling her hair!" Miss Haruna said.
"Sorry," Mozenrath said, in a high-pitched, mocking tone.
"Like you mean it," Miss Haruna said.
"Like you mean it," Mozenrath repeated.
"Go sit in time-out!"
"Go sit in time-out!"
Miss Haruna sighed, and used her magic to direct Mozenrath to
the time-out area.

"You started it," Kiba-Okami whispered to Mozenrath.
"At least I don't pee on the toys," Mozenrath said. "You just
did that so I wouldn't want the ball."
"It was my ball! I've been here for two years, and it's
always been my ball!"
"It's the classroom's...except now Haruna-sensei threw it
out. And it's your fault! From now on, I'm gonna get to
everything before you! When I'm boss of the world, uncouth mutts
like you will have to be on a leash. And maybe I'll make it
electricute you."
"You can't join my secret club!" Kiba-Okami retorted.
"Like I'd want to be in a stupid club with a bunch of
flea-bitten mangy dogs," Mozenrath countered.
"Haruna-sensei!" Botan, who was keeping an eye on the two,
called. "They're arguing in time-out!"
"Botan, let me be the teacher, you be a kid," Miss Haruna
said.
"Yeah, Botan the butt-head," Mozenrath said.
"And I don't want to hear one word over there!" Miss Haruna
ordered the boys.
"Peep!" Mozenrath said.
"Not a peep!"
"Nyan!" Mozenrath said.
Kiba-Okami looked around for a cat.
"Not a sound!" Miss Haruna yelled. "I'm not going to ask you
again!"
Mozenrath stuck his tongue at Kiba-Okami. Kiba-Okami made an
ugly face. Mozenrath returned the favour.
"They're making faces!" Botan said.
"Botan!" Miss Haruna said. "I'm not gonna ask you again to
worry about Botan!"
Botan went back to colouring.
***End Flashback***

Hikaru was doubled over, laughing.
"Now, she's a hyena," Kiba-Okami said.
"Yeah," Mozenrath said, "guess you don't want her, now. so, I
guess she's mine."
"No!" Kiba-Okami shouted. "She's mine!"
"And all this started over a stupid ball?" Hikaru asked. "I
hope you both realize there were other balls...I saw them."
"Yeah," Mozenrath said, "but I wanted that one. I was gonna
throw it at that pesky Botan."
"I like Botan," Hikaru said, "And Hana-chan does, too."
"Stupid know-it-all pigface," Mozenrath muttered. "I don't
know who annoyed me more. Anyway..." Mozenrath said, "it got
worse from there."

***Flashback***
"Move your dumb elbow!" Kiba-Okami whispered. "You keep
bumping me!"
"You had to sit here," Mozenrath countered.
The two were colouring, and since Mozenrath was left-handed
and Kiba-Okami was right-handed, the two kept bumping each
other.
"You can't even colour right! All you do is scribble,"
Mozenrath said. "Look, I drew a picture for you!" Mozenrath
showed Kiba-Okami the fire picture he was colouring. The wolf
boy ran frantically around the room, screaming. Mozenrath
quickly put the picture down and continued colouring, while
Kiba-Okami got scolded for running and screaming inside.

Later that day, during nap time...
"Move your foot!" Kiba-Okami shouted. "It's in my way!"
"Move your dumb tail! It has so many fleas on it, I can see
them!" Mozenrath said.
"It does not! Haruna-sensei!"
"Kiba, you are supposed to be taking your nap!" Miss Haruna
said.
"But Mozenrath is touching me with is foot!"
"He is not, his foot is a good ten inches away from you!"
Miss Haruna said.
"That's too bloody close!" Kiba-Okami said.
"Kiba-Okami! What did we say about that word!" Miss Haruna
was shocked.
"Not to say it?" Kiba-Okami said.
"I hope I don't have to call your parents today."
Suddenly, Kiba-Okami yelped in pain. Mozenrath had yanked his
tail, but had rolled over and gone to sleep. "Demned bloody
twirp!" Kiba-Okami yelled, before kicking Mozenrath across the
room.
"That's it," Miss Haruna said, "Kiba, come with me."
***End Flashback***

"That was the same day you threw sand at me," Kiba-Okami
remembered.
"You deserved it," Mozenrath said, "saying my mother was a
half-mortal. It gets worse...in third grade, Wolf Boy got even
more annoying!"
"Me!" Kiba-Okami said. "You always picked on my spelling!"

***Flashback***
Mozenrath and Kiba-Okami were sitting at their desks, working
on spelling words.
"I can't believe you made it to third grade," Mozenrath said,
inspecting Kiba-Okami's spelling. "An eel could spell better
than that."
"Shut up!" Kiba-Okami retorted.
"Guys!" Botan whispered. "No talking! You're supposed to be
working on your words!"
When Botan got up to sharpen her pencil, Kiba-Okami flipped
up her skirt.
"Hey!" she exclaimed.
"Just showing Mozenrath what he wanted to see," Kiba-Okami
said.
Mozenrath zapped Kiba-Okami.
"You think just because you have powers now..." Kiba-Okami
began.
Mozenrath went back to his spelling words, when the teacher
came with a crying Botan. Kiba-Okami got repremanded and made to
appologize.

"Hey, Botan!" Kiba-Okami called, later at recess. "Mozenrath
just told me he wants to kiss you!"
"I do not!" Mozenrath said defensively. "I hate girls!" HE
used his developing powers to send a burst of sand at
Kiba-Okami.
***End Flashback***

"Sounds like you both need a time-out," Hikaru said. "You
still fight like you're in grammar school."
"He thinks he owns everything!" Kiba-Okami said. He turned to
Mozenrath. "I won't let you have Hikaru. You may have seen more
than her ankles, but you wouldn't know what to do with..."
Mozenrath zapped Kiba-Okami. "If you knew a demned thing
about Hikaru, you'd know that there's more to her than that! I'd
appreciate her way more than you would, you drooling letcher!"
Hikaru didn't know what to think now. She knew that Mozenrath
was after her power, but there was something almost respectable
in what the sorcerer said. Perhaps he wasn't all bad. But, she
knew that. She had seen a light inside him...a faint light, but
it was there. All things said and done, Mozenrath really wasn't
any different from Kikiyo or Celine, or any of the other people
Hikaru had healed. She knew that she would one day heal him,
too. She had tried once, but the sorcerer had fled. Now, she
knew she would have to fight him to the end. It would take a
lot, but eventually, she would heal Mozenrath, too.
Hikaru noticed Mozenrath was looking right at her. She
quickly turned away, and began singing to herself, the new song
Moeagaru taught her, "For The Sake of My Love" hoping to
convince the two that she wasn't even paying attention to them.
Singing to herself was something Hikaru did often.
"Fly high, Suzaku! Miracle...la," Hikaru sang. "The legend is
beginning to unfold.
The real me unfurls.
(Distant echoes of "wo ai ni" )
...lead me to you.
(Awakening spirits...)
...begin to shine to another world..."
Mozenrath turned back to Kiba-Okami. "I warned you to stay
away from Hikaru," he said.
"You don't own her!" Kiba-Okami said.
"Dumb as usual," Mozenrath said. "Not only do I know all
there is to know about her, but I am more successful at
capturing her than you. Besides, I already know she prefers me
to you, and that's a fact you can't argue with."
"Can so..." Kiba-Okami began.
Mozenrath had had enough. Using his magic, he sent the
wolf-demon flying, to land in a firepit a good distance off from
the ghost town. Then, he created a barrier over the entire area,
so there'd be no more interuptions. He turned back to Hikaru,
who was finishing up her song.
"For the sake of my beloved,
now what can I do?
There aren't any dreams that won't come true!
I truly believe.

(Open into infinity. Fushigi Yuugi)"
Mozenrath stepped closer, feeling pretty confident, now. He
knew that Hikaru had a great deal of passion for her own
friends, but now he knew something more about her, that might
play an important role in pursuading her to join him.

Adventures in Agrabah - Part 19 - Return of Cassim - part 3
Mozenrath discovers something about Hikaru that he can use to his advantage...


The group arrived back to the palace, disappointed. They had
found nothing in Mozenrath's kingdom.
"He's certainly kidnapped her enough," Iago said, "why would
he just go back to where he knows we'd look?"
"I wonder if the constelations..." Kaze began.
"I tried them," Mamoru said, approaching the group.
"Honestly, I'm not too confident about Hikaru's safety.
Mozenrath has managed to block Umi's mirror, so far, and always
somehow keeps Hikaru from contacting anyone."
"That's right," Aladdin said. "I haven't been able to get a
connection at all."
"Our methods of finding Hikaru have gotten more cryptic
lately," Umi explained to Cassim.
Suddenly, Hanako jumped up and raced upstairs. Seconds later,
she came back down holding a deck of cards.
"This is no time for Black Jack," Iago said. "We have to..."
"Pipe down, you idiot!" Moeagaru snapped. "Those aren't
playing cards!"
"These are fortune-telling cards that Sakura gave me before
we returned to Agrabah," Hanako explained.
"Al, you didn't ever mention..." Iago started to say. Aladdin
glared at Iago.
"The REAL Priestess of Fresia," Hanako rolled her eyes at
Iago. "She said they are a great way of finding people."
The group went into a room to work the magic cards. Iago was
made to wait outside because he talked too much.
Inside the room, Hanako lit several candles and spread out
the cards, telling everybody to concentrate on Hikaru. She then
began turning over the cards. In about fifteen minutes, an image
of a ghost town materialized.
"I know where that is!" Cassim said, almost surprised. "They
say nobody's lived there for over fifty years!"
**really lame! Sorry it's so not my best. I am tired.**


"Dad, you know where Hikaru is?" Aladdin asked.

"Well I know where that ghost town is...and she is somewhere
in it." Cassim replied.

"Can you take us there?" Moeagaru questioned. Her voice was a
little high with worry.

"I can certainly try." Cassim nodded. "I know where it is, the
only challenge will be getting there."

"Well, challenge or not, let's go!" Mamoru said urgently.

"Right, we can't waste any time." Jasmine agreed. After all
Hikaru had been through the least they could do was save her
quickly this time.

*************************


Inside one of the ghost town houses Hikaru glanced at Mozenrath.
He was giving her a funny look. The Princess frowned, "What's
that look for?"

"Oh... well I just found out something." He shrugged, playing
down his discovery.

"What?" Hikaru asked, now curious.

"The expression on your face a minute ago. It spoke volumes."
He said confidently.

Hikaru no longer wanted to hear what he had to say. She didn't
want him knowing any more about her than he already
did...especially that she could see good in him when no one else
could. She turned away from him and started singing another song
to herself.
"Let's go out on the town. It's just gloomy being by
yourself.
You get caught in an endless loop of depression
which troubles you ah all the more.
Let's fly outside. There's no need to worry.
The earth has been spinning since long, long ago.
And I'm sure the moon will keep spinning too." Hikaru sang.
She swayed to the imaginary beat, completely ignoring Mozenrath.

The wizard grew impatient, tapping his foot. "I'm talking to
you!" He shouted. It annoyed him that suddenly the Princess
acted as if he wasn't there. They had been having a
conversation....sort of.

"I can hear you," Hikaru said. She looked up to stare at the
ceiling. "One...two...three...four." She murmured.

"What are you doing?" Mozenrath sighed in frustration.

"Counting the cracks up there." She replied.

"I know you're avoiding me...the question is, why?"

"Nuriko's really a guy." Hikaru said.

"What?" Mozenrath leaned closer to her. "You're not even
making sense."

"Do you want me to speak a different language?" Hikaru
questioned. She switched to Japanese. "There, better?"

"Stop this!" Mozenrath commanded, in Japanese.

"Stop what?" Hikaru asked innocently, in Japanese. "Breathing?
Being awake? What? You need to specify. If you use too many
pronouns, then a person can't always be sure what you are
talking about."

Mozenrath had had enough. He zapped Hikaru, then got in her
face. "No games Princess. If you stop now then I won't have to
resort to putting another spell on you."

"I'll be good...today..." She said finally.

"I can settle for that, at least for now. Though you can be
sure there are a lot of tomorrow's ahead." He told her. He knew
he could get to her now, he had all he needed to persuade Hikaru
to join him. In time it would come to pass.

"I should hope so, I mean, I'd hate to think..." Hikaru noticed
Mozenrath glaring at her and quickly clapped a hand over her
mouth.

"For us," Mozenrath went on. "The world awaits."

Hikaru shook her head. "What did I say? Do I need to repeat
myself AGAIN?"

"I know what you said. But I also know what you feel. We will
end up together." He told her, crossing his arms.

"You keep saying that. What part of 'never gonna happen' do you
not understand?...what do you mean how I feel?"

"I can tell you have hope, you have seen some kind of good in
me. But my hope is to fight that away, and when I do I will make
you stay...one way or another."

"How could you know..."

"I read facial expressions as good as anyone else." He
responded. "It's my little secret that somewhere inside is a
tiny speck of good. Only you could have picked up on it."

"Everybody has some good in them, except for the devil
himself." Hikaru insisted.

"But no one has even looked for the good in me for years."
Mozenrath confided. "I know you've seen it, and I know you don't
hate me as much as you'd like me to think."

"I look for the good in everybody. It's how I healed Celine
and Kikiyo, and the people I healed before then." Hikaru
explained. "And, I don't hate anybody. I can't. I don't see how
it's possible."

"What a unique way to think." Mozenrath commented.

The group, led by Cassim, was flying over the desert.
"If I remember correctly," Cassim said, "there are many
obsticles on the way to this ghost town. It's no doubt Mozenrath
wanted to be prepared in case anybody went after Hikaru."
"I think that's our first obsticle," Moeagaru said, pointing
up ahead.
The others gasped, as a group of teranchelas, the size of
wolves were approaching.
Umi shrieked and trembled in fear. "I hate teranchulas as
much as manlucks!" she said, backing away from the nasty
creatures.
Moeagaru stepped up ahead of the group, ready to fight.
"C'mon, baby, light my fire," she said, as she prepared to burn
the nasty creatures. "Celestial fire surround!" she cried,
burning up most of the teranchulas. Then suddenly, she heard a
scream. She turned to see Umi was surrounded by four
teranchulas.
"Umi!" she cried, helpless. She couldn't use the same attack
on these creatures, because she might get Umi. And if she
started firing fireballs or used her fire whip, she could only
get a couple at a time, and the remaining ones would hurt Umi.
Cassim came up behind her. "If you, Mamoru and I attack at
the same time, we just might get them all."
Umi looked about ready to pass out, so Moeagaru agreed there
wasn't much else she could do.
All at once, Mamoru fired a couple of silver arrows, Cassim
threw a sort of boomerang thing, and Moeagaru used her ruby
lightning. THe attacks flew at the hideous creatures, destroying
them.
Kaze, Moeagaru and Hanako rushed to Umi. The princess was ok,
although a bit shaken.
Once Umi had recovered from the scene, the group continued
on.

They hadn't gotten far before they came across a lava pit.
"We will have to fly over it," Aladdin observed.
The group had no trouble getting over the lava pit. Cassim
was really starting to consider flying as a great form of
transportation.
Once they got over the lava pit, the group was immediately
dragged down to the ground.
"Quicksand!" Jasmine exclaimed.
"The gravity's too strong to fly over it!" Kaze cried out.
"We'll have to use all our strength and get to the other side
before we..." Umi began, but everybody was getting sucked down
at a rapid rate.
Hanako struggled against the gravitational pull. As she
watched her friends being sucked down underneath the quick sand,
she knew it was up to her to get everybody to safe ground.
A green Aura emitted from Hanako's body, as she used all her
strength and will power to rise above the quick sand. Then,
"Reverse gravity!" she cried, causing everybody to shoot up from
the quick sand.
"Hana-chan!" Kaze said. "Your power..."
Yes, it was true. Now, Hanako's powers had evolved. Once
everybody was safe out of the quicksand, Hanako used her new
powers to turn the quicksand into regular sand. Once they left
that area, the gravity would become very strong again, but at
least there would be no quicksand.
"In all my years," Cassim breathed, "never have I seen such a
thing."
"That's Shoujo sugar for you," Moeagaru said.
"What kind of sugar?" Iago asked.
"Shoujo sugar is the slang term for our kind of power,"
Hanako explained.
"Kind of a funny name for it," Iago said.
"Not really, Genie said, "not if you take their
attacks...especially Hikaru's...into consideration."
The group continued on, not knowing what would be in store
for them next.

Back in the ghost town, Hikaru felt slight panic. Now
Mozenrath surely knew how she functioned. What he didn't know
before, he knew now. Before, he just knew about her likes and
dislikes and that her friends were important to her. She hoped
her friends would get here soon... She tried to contact Aladdin
again.
"Don't waste your energy," Mozenrath said. "The barrier I put
up blocks telepathic communication. Your friends will never find
you. Today is the beginning of our future together."
Hikaru was about to remind the sorcerer that he had kidnapped
her yesterday, and not today, when a board across the room began
to levitate. Hikaru was startled by this. The board quickly
dropped to the ground.
"Woah! Did I just..." She tried making the board levitate
again, this time having more control over the object. "Good
sweet Nuriko!" she exclaimed. "I never knew I could..." She
looked over at Mozenrath.
Mozenrath was surprised, but not very. Afterall, Hikaru did
unleash several new powers, just since he had discovered her.
Hikaru let the board drop. "I wonder if I could throw it,"
she said to herself. She lifted the board again, and imagined
throwing it. Her intent was to throw it at Mozenrath and knock
him out, so she could somehow break her chains and escape.
The board flew at the sorcerer, but just when it got less
than an inch away, he stopped it. "Nice try, Princess," he said,
"but I have that power too."
Hikaru lifted the board again, but Mozenrath used his own
powers to control it, as well. For a good thirty minutes, it was
a literal power struggle, each trying to get the board away from
the other. Finally, Mozenrath just zapped Hikaru, causing her to
lose control of the object. It fell to the ground with a crash.
"Don't try that again," Mozenrath said in a threatening tone.

Hikaru's friends flew on over the stretch of empty desert. "Are
you sure we're goin' the right way?" Iago spoke up.

"Silly parrot," Cassim shook his head at Iago. "you should
know by now that when it comes to direction, I always know where
I'm going."

"Have some faith, Iago." Aladdin said. "Without Dad we
certainly wouldn't be this far yet. None of us recognized the
ghost town." He pointed out.

"I just hope we're past all the obstacles." Jasmine said
softly. She glanced back at Umi, seeing how she was doing.

"I'm afraid not." Cassim confirmed. "From what I remember we
still have some things to face." Just as he said this Aladdin
saw what could easily be mistaken for an oasis ahead. Aladdin
knew better than to assume that's what it was. He tried to steer
Carpet around it but there was some kind of invisible barrier
up. After trying both sides and straight up the group resigned
that they would have to go right through the greenery. Carpet
and the horses were forced to fly very low, they were only about
two or three feet off the ground.

"This looks kinda creepy." Genie said imitating a monster. He
made an odd noise and moved his hands around in the air seeing
if he could scare anyone. But no one seemed to be paying much
attention to his commentary. They were all on the look out for
other things.

"Anything could be hiding in the trees here." Cassim warned.

"It seems pretty peaceful." Hanako said as she got off her
horse to walk around. She was happy to find no quick sand in
this place.

"Maybe to you..." Moeagaru replied. She knew they would find
something that was anything but peaceful before they got out of
this place.

"Did that plant over there just move?" Umi asked. She jumped
down from her horse as well and pointed out a batch of strange
looking fly traps. Suddenly the plants got up, they moved
swiftly on vine limbs. Umi screamed in surprise and the others
backed up a couple of steps on instinct. The fly traps came
closer revealing sharp teeth as they opened their mouths at the
group.

"I think those things eat more than flies." Kaze called out.
Umi started blasting the plants with water as they snapped at
Abu. The monkey ran to Aladdin, landing on his friend's head.

"I don't think they're afraid of water." Moeagaru told Umi.
The water did very little to stop the plants. Moeagaru shot fire
balls taking out two of the evil plants. They caught fire and
dried up into ashes. That only made the other fly traps attack
more. Mamoru took out one with a swipe of his sword as it tried
to sneak up on Moeagaru.

"Carpet, can you go any higher?" Jasmine tugged on one of his
tassels while two man eating blood thirsty mouths tried to get
her hands. Carpet tried his best but the barrier around the
place stopped him. Jasmine and Aladdin were sitting ducks too
low to the ground. "Ow!" Jasmine cried. She felt a couple of
sharp teeth graze her hand. She stood up on Carpet and pulled
Aladdin up with her. Aladdin kicked the nearest plant, sending
it tumbling. Jasmine started zapping the ones around Carpet,
power coming out of her hands. Aladdin used his spirit gun to
get rid of three of the mini monsters that were about to
surround Jinsoku.

"At least they don't have arms!" Nyan Nyan tried to look on
the bright side. She was flying as high as possible, out of
reach.

"The giant heads make up for that!" Iago squawked.

Cassim started tossing his sharp throwing stars, sending some
right through the attacking vegetables. Genie morphed into an
old western sharp shooter, blasting magic out of his pointer
fingers. "Go ahead, make my day." He dared.

"It looks like there are more now than we started out with!"
Kaze yelled over the battle noise.

"More keep coming!" Hanako responded. "I think our only chance
to beat them is to make them harmless."

"Sounds like a job for you!" Umi shouted. She had to resort to
standing up on her horse since her attacks had little to no
effect on the hungry plants. Iago perched on her shoulder,
trembling with fear.

"Ever hear of eating BUGS!? Or maybe water?" Iago demanded,
looking down at the man eating creatures.

Hanako transformed into her armor and shot a new attack at the
group of green monsters. In a flash they turned into harmless
flowers, rooted to the spot.

"Way to go!" Moeagaru congratulated Hanako.

"That's one more step toward Hikaru." Aladdin said.


********************************


Inside the ghost town house Hikaru tried out her newfound
power again. She concentrated and lifted an ancient looking
chair a few inches off the floor. It was harder to do than the
board had been.

Mozenrath turned and used his own power to set the chair back
down. "Don't go getting any ideas." He told the Princess.

"C'mon, I just discovered this new power, I wanna play with it!"
Hikaru whined.

"It will take a lot of practice to master." Mozenrath said.
"For less experienced people it might even take a year. For
you...maybe a month." He shrugged. "That is, if you worked on
it, which I don't think you'll get much chance to do."

"I'll get plenty of practice." Hikaru said, sounding very sure
of that.

"Always assuming the best aren't you?" Mozenrath glanced in
Hikaru's direction.

"You seem to forget the forty-seven other times you abducted
me. I always went home." The Princess pointed out.

"And you are forgetting how determined I am." Mozenrath smiled
cruelly and sat down next to Hikaru. "No matter how many tries
it takes, I will have you in the end. Nothing or nobody will
stop me."

"I'm just as determined, if not more than you. In the end, you
will lose." Hikaru argued.

"We'll see about that." Mozenrath humored her.

"You always lose." She said flatly. "I hope Mamoru kicks your
butt twice as hard as usual this time."

"Mamoru." Mozenrath spat. "Is he all you ever think about?"
Before Hikaru could say a word Mozenrath held up a hand to
silence her. "You deserve so much more. He is nothing but a sky
janitor!"

Hikaru would have slapped Mozenrath for that, if she hadn't been
in chains. "How dare you speak that way about Mamoru! He's twice
the man you'll ever be!"

"That wimp? Ha!" Mozenrath's eyes glinted menacingly. "I am
all you will ever need."

"What do you know about my needs?"

"Let's not start this again. You know I know plenty." The
wizard scooted closer to Hikaru. Her expression was one of
discomfort and disgust. Mozenrath missed the crown he had made.
He would need to come up with something similar soon.

"Then you would know that Mamoru's the only one for me." She
insisted.

"I can give you anything and everything." Mozenrath got in her
face. "Like it or not, you are staying with me."

"No, I am not," Hikaru said. She used her mental powers to
push Mozenrath away. He fought back, starting another battle of
the wills and powers.
By about nightfall, the group could see the gates of the
ghost town.
"We're almost there!" Kaze said excitedly.
Everybody started to hurry toward the gates, but Cassim
stopped them. "Don't rush too quickly," he said. "There's
something I remember that was just outside the gates. We need to
move with caution."
"Hey!" Moeagaru shouted. "Get your hands off me, pervert!"
The others turned. A pair of bony hands had grabbed the fire
princess by the leg. Within minutes, several corpses rose up
from the ground.
"This is worse than Beryl's haunted house!" Umi shrieked, as
she fought off one of the corpses.
"Beryl..." Mamoru repeated. "That gives me an idea. We don't
have Queen Hikaraseru or my sister here, but maybe we can still
defeat them. Aladdin, Jasmine, are you ready?"
The two nodded.
"Cassim, your demon-slaying weapons might be useful, too."
Aladdin began shooting blasts of spirit energy, taking out
corpses left and right. Jasmine followed his example, shooting
blasts of her amulet power.
Mamoru swung his sword, taking out corpses two at a time.
Each time a corpse was defeated, it fell to the ground and
became a pile of ash.
Cassim finished off the rest of the corpses by throwing a
boomerang made from purified demon bones. As Mamoru predicted,
the demon-slaying weapon worked and the corpses fell over and
turned to ash.
"From here, it should be smooth-sailing," Cassim predicted.
"Unless that demned psycho has obsticles of his own,"
Moeagaru said.
Moeagaru couldn't have said it better. Just a couple of feet
away from the gate, there seemed to be some kind of invisible
barrier.
"This looks like your department," Aladdin said to Mamoru.
The others stood back as Mamoru fired several arrows at the
force field, shattering it.
"Whoa," Mamoru breathed. "That one was stronger than the one
I broke at that cave months ago."
"That's not surprising," Hanako reasoned, "if Mozenrath keeps
getting stronger."
The group entered the ghost town.

Back in the old house, Mozenrath and Hikaru both struggled to
outdo the other. Hikaru kept trying to push Mozenrath away, but
Mozenrath was just as determined, pushing ever so hard against
her mental hold. Finally, he tired of the game, and slapped
Hikaru, causing her to lose her concentration.
"When will you learn, Princess?" he asked, moving closer to
her. "There's no use struggling against me."
Hikaru tried to move away from the sorcerer, but she couldn't
move any further because of the chains.
"It's pointless to try and fight it," Mozenrath told her.
"You will give in sooner or later."
Suddenly, several explosions could be heard outside.
Mozenrath swore. "It's impossible!" he shouted. "I took special
precautions this time!"
At first, Hikaru wasn't sure what the sorcerer was babbling
about, and then she heard Aladdin's voice inside her head.
"Hikaru!" she heard him say, "we're on our way!"
"Aladdin!" she thought back, excitedly. "I can hear you! I'm
in some house! I can't tell you exactly where, I was unconsious
when Mozenrath brought me here. But now that you can connect
with me, it shouldn't be too hard to find me. But I want you to
be careful. They say that once a person kills you, they can't
kill you again if you come back to life. I've never seen that
theory tested out, and I don't want to either."

"I just connected with Hikaru," Aladdin told the others. "It
won't be very hard to find her now. Oh, now she's saying
Mozenrath swore when those explosions were heard. She wants us
to hurt him extra for it." Aladdin listened further, as Hikaru
told him what she discovered, and always suspected of Mozenrath.
"But it will be a long time before I can use my sceptar on
him," Hikaru was saying. "For now, the object should be to
defeat him and go home. I have never before met a more
determined villian."
Aladdin told the others what Hikaru had said.
"Hard to believe that warped wizard would have any good in
him," Iago said.
"Not really," Hikari said. "But Hikaru is right to not rush
into using the Saint Crystal on him. It's very dangerous if you
try to eliminate evil from someone's body too soon."
Moeagaru nodded. Hikaru often let her read her journal, and
there was an entry on this after the adventure in the cave. It
was followed up with an entry shortly after Hikaru had healed
Celine.
"There's the house up ahead!" Aladdin said, as they
approached a large, ancient-looking house.
With Aladdin and Mamoru in the lead the group burst into the old
house (knocking down the weak door in the process). Everyone
went straight up the stairs, but they had to do so carefully.
Some of the steps appeared rotten. Finally they found Hikaru in
what might have once been a bedroom. She was in chains as always
and Mozenrath was quick to get between Hikaru and her friends.

"I won't let you take her!" Mozenrath informed them.

"And we won't let you keep her!" Aladdin retorted. Mozenrath
started zapping whoever he could, throwing his powers around.
Aladdin ducked a couple of shots then he used his spirit power
to give the wizard a mighty jolt.

"Don't think you can win just because now you have some lousy
power!" Mozenrath yelled. He fired at Aladdin, barely hitting
him once.

"I could always win without any power!" Aladdin pointed out.
Mozenrath kept firing off bolts of power, and the group was
forced to spread out. Jasmine noticed Mamoru making a dive for
Hikaru, he was right behind Mozenrath. Fortunately the sorcerer
hadn't noticed him yet. Jasmine was quick to distract the
wizard.

"Why don't you try picking on a girl?" She challenged. "C'mon,
you know you like 'easy' odds." Mozenrath faced the Princess and
with a wicked smile started to blast her. But Jasmine was just a
second faster. She shot Mozenrath full force with her power. He
hadn't been prepared for such strength and he fell sideways and
out the window. Genie flew over to look down and see how
Mozenrath landed. He appeared to have hurt one leg, but that
didn't stop him. He kept shooting at the upstairs room.

"It's alive!" Genie warned his friends. Everyone moved out of
the way or ducked Mozenrath's rapid energy balls.

"I can fix that." Moeagaru muttered. She threw fire arrows
down at the sorcerer, but he dodged them. Moeagaru wondered if
they could have hurt him if they did make impact. No matter, it
made her feel a bit better just being active. It was a good way
to work off the rage she felt.

"Let me have a shot." Hanako elbowed Moeagaru lightly. Now
Mozenrath was actually limping his way back to the house!

"He's crazy!" Umi commented, watching him.

"Desert needles!" Hanako cried out. As she did several cacti
rose out of the ground near Mozenrath. He tried to step around
them, but as he moved the thorny sharp cactus needles shot out
in all directions. Many of them stuck into the sorcerer's skin.
He yelped with pain and started trying to pull a few out.

"Ooo I love it! He looks like a porcupine!" Genie laughed.

Mamoru had freed Hikaru of her chains and the two were wrapped
up in a warm embrace. It was clear that they were happy to see
each other and Mamoru was whispering to Hikaru how he would
always protect and save her.

"One more shot oughtta do it." Aladdin said. He winked at
Jasmine, "Care to join me?"

"My pleasure." Jasmine smiled. She and Aladdin stood looking
out the hole where Mozenrath had fallen. They saw him, still
distracted with the cactus needles.

"Hikaru! I will get you back!" He called, inching his way
forward.

"Not today you won't!" Aladdin and Jasmine said in unison.
They both blasted him at the same time with their unique powers.
He flew two feet in the air from the force and the pain.

"Wow!" Aladdin grinned.

"I knew we made a great team." Jasmine said, giving Aladdin a
hug.

On the ground, Mozenrath moaned. With a dramatic wave of his
hand he disappeared, but his threat lingered for a moment. "I'll
get you all for this!"

"I think it's getting harder and harder for that psycho to
give up!" Kaze exclaimed.

"Clearly. The man is beyond obsessed." Cassim nodded.

"I liked it so much better when he always ran away." Iago
mused.

"Are you okay?" Moeagaru asked Hikaru.

"I think so. I just want to go home." She sighed.

****************************


That night at the Palace everyone had a very tasty dinner, then
headed into a sitting room for some well earned relaxation.
Before Hikaru had a chance to sit down Jasmine pulled her aside.
"I'd like to congratulate you." Jasmine said.

"On surviving another kidnapping?" Hikaru joked lightly.

"No, on your excellent paper. I read it before you were taken
away and I wanted to tell you how good I thought it was. I think
you will be a wonderful Queen, just like your Mother."

"Aww thank you!" Hikaru looked overjoyed. Obviously Princess
Jasmine's opinion meant a lot to her. She threw her arms around
Jasmine giving her a big hug.

"No problem." Jasmine smiled. "Keep up the great work.
Oh....and you know. if Anne Shirley were here and real, I would
have my hands full!" Jasmine chuckled. "But you would have
another best friend."

Hikaru bounced over to Mamoru and the two sat together in one
corner. They wanted to spend their last couple of hours together
peacefully. Before daylight Mamoru would have to head back to
the Five Kingdoms.

Across the room Iago, Nyan Nyan, Abu, Carpet and Genie were
starting a game of cards.
"No cheating this time, Monkey." Iago insisted. Abu chattered
loudly at him and shook a little fist in the air. "Hey! You
never even met my mother!" Iago screamed. Aladdin gave Abu a
scolding look, but he also shook his head disapprovingly at
Iago. The bird apparently had never heard of an inside voice.

"I didn't get a chance to say it before, Cassim..." The Sultan
began. He sat back into a cushy chair and put his feet up. "But
welcome back to Agrabah. I think you have proven you are more
than a thief. I want to thank you for all your recent help, and
please do come visit us when you can. That way the twins can
grow up knowing both of their grandfathers."

Cassim smiled his brightest smile and shook the Sultan's hand
gratefully. "Thank you, Your Highness. That means a lot to me."

"Hikaru!" Kaze called coming into the room. "Sorry to
interrupt," She giggled, seeing Hikaru and Mamoru together. "But
look, you got a letter." She handed the paper to Hikaru.

"Ooo!" Hikaru squealed. She loved getting mail! "It's from
Yusuke." She smiled. Her eyes moved with the writing as she
skimmed the latest Cosmos news. "Oh! How sweet, he found
something that reminded him of me, something he knew I'd love
and he'll be sending it as soon as he can. I wonder what it is!"
She clutched the letter excitedly.

"Those are MY grapes!" Iago burst out. In a second he was up
and flapping, chasing after Jinsoku, who was holding a vine full
of grapes in his mouth. "Miiiine!"

That got everyone's attention and the group just laughed at the
animals behavior. "It's nice to get back to normal around here."
Hikaru grinned.

