Adventures in Agrabah - Part 18 - The Cursed Crown
Mozenrath creates a crown for Hikaru. As long as she wears it, she can only do what he wants her to. She can't even use her mental powers of telepathy, and Aladdin and the others must go on a quest to discover her location.


Princess Hikaru walked down a road in the Cosmos Market Place.
She had been home for ten days now, and Aladdin, Jasmine, Genie,
Iago, Abu and Carpet would be arriving today. They would be
staying for the festival, and then Hikaru and the other Four
Princesses would return to Agrabah with them. There, the Five
Princesses would study for a year. Genie would continue to teach
them magic, but they would have to study language, history,
math, science and the arts, as well. It would be like normal
school, only they would be in Agrabah.
Hikari, Primera, Jinsoku and Nyan Nyan would be joining the
Princesses. Unfortunately, however, the Princesses' boyfriends
had responsabilities at home to take care of. Genrou had Konan
to run, Hikaru's brother Yusuke had his own duties in Cosmos and
harvest season would be coming up, and that was a very busy time
for Ferio. The only ones that would be able to visit Agrabah
more frequently were Mamoru and Lantis.
Himeko would be starting school, as well, but she would be
going on the moon. The young moon princess had said she'd try
and visit on weekends, though.

"Hikaru!" Hikaru turned to see Nanami headed her way.
"Hikaru-chan! Wait for me!"
"Nanami-chan!" Hikaru said. "What're you doing up so early?"
Nanami laughed. "I could say the same thing to you," she
said. "You're never up this early."
"Well, the other Princesses and I will be leaving in a couple
days, as you know," Hikaru said. "I got to spend time with all
our friends, but I haven't had a whole lot of time to spend just
with the beauty of the kingdom."
Nanami nodded. She understood her friend's love and
appreciation for pretty things.
"Not that Agrabah wasn't pretty," Hikaru said.
"The Five Kingdoms just have a special place in your heart,"
Nanami finished. Hikaru nodded. "Well, I want to buy you
breakfast," Nanami said.
"Nanami-chan," Hikaru said, "you don't have..."
"I know," Nanami said, "but I'm going to miss you. I want to
do something for you before you leave."
The two walked together. Nanami purchased a loaf of fresh
bred, some strawberry jam, a couple of chese danishes, an
assortment of fruit and some milk. Then, the two headed to
Hikaru's favourite spot in the kingdom.

Ever since Hikaru was old enough to go out by herself, she
loved to go to a certain place in the woods. There was a small
pond, surrounded by trees. A canoe sat by the water's edge.
Sometimes, Hikaru would go out on the water, or other times, she
would prop herself up against her favourite oak tree and read a
romance novel, or just daydream. She used to play with a ball in
this place, but gave that up after losing her tenth ball in the
pond.
The two girls sat down at a large rock that Hikaru had set up
as a table, and began eating their breakfast.
"What time will Aladdin and Jasmine arrive?" Nanami asked.
"This afternoon," Hikaru said. "Then they will stay here
until it's time for us to go to Agrabah. We'll all be going
together."
"Are you excited?" Nanami asked.
Hikaru nodded. "But I will miss the Five Kingdoms. I'm just
glad the girls and I got to come home for two weeks, and spend
time with all our friends here. I'm also glad," Hikaru lowered
her voice here, "that we got the entire two weeks without being
interupted."
Nanami understood what Hikaru was getting at. It seemed as if
the High Princess couldn't go five minutes without either being
pursued, or having to fight off a villian.
"It's been a peaceful month," Hikaru said. It had been a
month since Mozenrath took her to that island in another
dimention. Since then, Hikaru hadn't heard from the sorcerer or
Kiba-Okami.
"You deserve some peace," Nanami said.

Back at Mozenrath's castle, he watched the two girls. "Yes,
Hikaru," he said, "I've left you alone for a month. It's about
time I paid a visit."
Mozenrath had spent the time that month well. Besides his new
plan for getting Hikaru, he had spent the month strengthening
his magic. He did get stronger after every attack, but this
time, he decided to give himself more time before his next
attack, to build up more resistance.
"Hikaru will not get away from me this time," he said.
"Xerxes!" he turned to the slimy flying eel. "I want you to fly
to Cosmos and get Hikaru's distress crystal. Once we get that
thing away from her, then it will be easier to get to her."
"Yes, Master," Xerxes said, and started to fly off.
"And Xerxes," Mozenrath said, before the eel left. Xerxes
turned. "Don't stop to watch Hikaru taking a bath or getting
dressed. Get in, get the crystal and get out."
Xerxes flew off.

Aladdin, Jasmine, Abu and Iago were all riding on Carpet. Genie
flew along beside them. The group was on their way to the Five
Kingdoms to reunite with the Princesses.

"I know it's only been ten days, but I missed them." Jasmine
was saying.

"I missed them too." Aladdin agreed.

"Yeah it's been so quiet around the Palace lately." Genie
added. "Well, except for Iago."

"Iago what?" The bird demanded glaring in Genie's direction.

"You know you're anything but quiet." Genie told him. One hand
turned into a megaphone. "Who ate all the grapes!?" He mocked
the parrot. Abu laughed and chattered his agreement.

"Hey, can I help it the Monkey eats like a pig?" Iago said in
his own defense.

"You always have to fight with someone, don't you?" Aladdin
shook his head.

"I bet Moeagaru didn't miss arguing with you, Iago." Jasmine
teased.

"And I didn't miss her or her fire either!" Iago insisted. "So
when are we gonna get there? Seems like we've been flying
forever."

"Soon....actually, I think that's it up ahead." Aladdin
responded. He could see something in the distance. He'd only
been there a couple of times, but the area was certainly unique.


*************************

The Carpet touched down in Cosmos, right outside Hikaraseru's
Palace. "Finally we can enjoy the natural beauty of this place."
Jasmine smiled. She got off Carpet and spun around in
excitement.

"Oh brother... I just want to enjoy the food." Iago grumbled.

"We didn't exactly have time to look around before." Aladdin
said, ignoring Iago's comment.

"Now we have a few days to soak it all in!" Genie morphed into
a giant sponge and took a couple of exaggerated breaths. "Hmmm."
He changed his color to yellow. "There, somehow a yellow square
sponge is more fitting." Genie was about to say more but then he
noticed
Jasmine and Aladdin were entering the Palace, with Abu at their
heels. Iago flew behind them. "Hey, wait for me!" Genie called,
instantly changing back to himself and running after them.

Queen Hikaraseru met them in the entry way. "Welcome!" She
greeted. "We are so pleased to have you all here."

"Thank you for inviting us." Jasmine responded graciously.

"You will always be welcome here. I can't tell you how much it
means to me that you all are teaching the girls so much."
Hikaraseru turned to a servant and asked them to tell Hikaru she
had company. The Queen then led the Agrabanians to a sitting
room.

Within a minute a cheer and loud footsteps could be heard.
Hikaru practically flew down the stairs and into the sitting
room. "Hi!" She called out.

"Hikaru!" Her mother scolded. "You know not to run down the
stairs."

"Go back and walk like a lady." Jasmine said, trying not to
laugh. Even though she had only been joking, Hikaru did what
Jasmine asked. She walked into the room almost gracefully.

"Much better." Hikaraseru praised.

"I'm so happy to see you...even you, Iago." Hikaru said. She
made the rounds, giving all her friends a hug. She couldn't help
smelling Abu, she held him out and asked, "What have you been
eating?"

"Grapes!" Iago announced unhappily.


************************

Mozenrath drummed his fingers impatiently on one side of his
throne. He hated waiting, and he especially hated to wait on
Xerxes. The dumb creature only got the job right about 70 % of
the time. But, at least he was loyal. And besides why do what
others can do for you? Mozenrath knew he would be seen if he
tried grabbing that distress crystal himself. He thought about
going in disguise but dismissed the idea later. Why go to all
that trouble for such a simple job?

While he waited Mozenrath did a little target practice. He hung
up pictures of Aladdin and Mamoru across the room. Since he
didn't have any darts, he used his new and improved magic. His
blasts not only destroyed the photos, but also blew holes in the
stone walls. It was worth it though, the walls could easily be
fixed. Soon he could try his powers out on the real thing.

"Master!" Xerxes was heard before he was seen. He zoomed
through a nearby window. And luckily for him he carried a sack
containing the crystal. "Found...crystal."

"Excellent." Mozenrath said giving a wicked smile.

That evening, Hikaru, Aladdin, Jasmine, Genie, Abu and Iago
met the other four Princesses and Nanami at the festival.
When Iago spotted Moeagaru, he said, "Same old pyro."
"Same old loud mouth," Moeagaru retorted.
"Looks like some things never change," Hanako said.

The group walked together, first to the fishing game. This
fishing game was different from the one they played in Sairou.
"In this game," Kaze explained, "you take this net," she
showed a net that was made out of rice paper, "and try to catch
a fish with it."
"Oh, noooo problem," Iago said, dipping the net into the
water, and trying to catch a fish. When he thought he caught
one, he pulled the net out, but it had disolved. "What the..."
he said.
"It's rice paper, Feather brain," Moeagaru said, "it disolves
when it gets wet."
"Mamo-chan can do it," Hikaru said.
"Where is Mamoru?" Genie asked.
"With Yusuke," Hikaru said. "I think they are at one of the
shooting games. Hey, Aladdin-san, I bet you could catch a fish.
Remember, you gotta be fast." She handed Aladdin a net.
On his first try, Aladdin almost caught a fish, but it
dropped back into the water. On his third try, however, he
caught one. For his prize, Aladdin picked out a stuffed tiger
and gave it to Jasmine.
"Awwww!" Hikaru said, "It looks just like Rajah! So kawaii!"

The group continued to the karaoke booth, where Hikaru sang
Moonlight Densetsu. Mamoru was in the crowd, so she joined him.
"There's a house of mirrors this year," he told her.
"Ooh!" Hikaru said. "Awesome! Let's tell the others!"
Hikaru ran to meet the others. Jasmine, Umi, Hanako, Iago,
Jinsoku and Nanami agreed to go.
"I think we are going to try more games," Kaze said. She,
Aladdin, Yusuke, Moeagaru, Abu and Genie set off to play more
games. The rest of them headed to the house of mirrors.

"I've never seen a house of mirrors." Jasmine commented. The
small group stood at the entrance to the attraction.

"There wasn't one here last year." Hikaru told her. "I think
it looks fun."

"I've been in one before. Be prepared to get lost." Umi
laughed.

"C'mon, let's go in now while there's not a line." Hikaru
suggested. She scooped up Jinsoku and started walking.

"Might as well." Hanako shrugged. They all entered one by one.

"Wow..." Jasmine had never seen so many mirrors. It was set up
sort of like a maze...and it was very hard to tell what was real
and what was a reflection. "We'd better stay in a group." She
advised the others. If one of them really got lost it could take
hours to get out. Iago had already turned down one of the paths
and was admiring his reflection. "Iago, this way!" Jasmine
called. Reluctantly the bird followed, muttering about 'bossy
Princesses.'

"Which way should we go now?" Nanami asked.

"Let's try....left." Hikaru picked. She lead the way, with the
others close behind her.

"The mirrors go all the way to the ceiling." Jasmine observed
as they walked.

"Yeah isn't it great?" Hikaru said over her shoulder. She was
still holding Jinsoku. The hall they were headed down took a
sharp right turn. To Hikaru it looked as if she were about to
walk through one of the mirrors, but she reasoned that it had to
be an illusion. The Princess kept going, only suddenly she
wasn't holding Jinsoku. "Hey!" She looked down, thinking maybe
he had jumped away but didn't see him. In fact she didn't see
anyone. Hikaru turned around in a circle, confused. "Where are
you guys?" She asked. Her voice echoed back to her a little.

"This is NOT fun!" She could hear Iago complain. But where was
he? Was she lost? She was so mixed up she couldn't remember
which way she had been coming from. She touched the space around
her, trying to see what was a mirror and what was real.
Everything was solid, except for straight ahead.

"I'm gonna keep going!" Hikaru called, hoping her friends
could hear her. If she could get out then she might be able to
go back and find them, or even meet them outside. Anything was
better than just standing here.

"How should I know where she went!?' Iago was screaming. He
seemed to be the only one with a loud enough voice for Hikaru to
hear.

Hikaru sighed and moved on. This would be better if she could
share the experience with her friends. But now, she was on her
own. Suddenly a dark figure stepped out in front of her. Hikaru
automatically screamed. This was NOT a house of horrors....what
was going on? She quickly caught her breath and tried to shake
off the panicked feeling. It was probably just someone else lost
just like her.

"No..." Came an all-too familiar voice. "You were right to
scream, but it won't do you any good." Mozenrath! Hikaru started
to back up but only bumped into a mirror. There was no escape
though, Mozenrath grabbed her by both arms. "I haven't seen you
for a while." He went on, getting in Hikaru's face. "A whole
month...hope you enjoyed the freedom." The Princess struggled in
his grip. She had to get to her distress crystal. She finally
got one hand free and stuck it in her pocket. Nothing was there!
"Looking for this?" Mozenrath asked. He held up the crystal
above his head, out of Hikaru's reach.

"My crystal!" Hikaru cried. "You dirty thief!"

"I thought you liked thieves, after all isn't one of your best
friends one?" Mozenrath grinned.

"No, he said he only stole to eat...and that was a long time
ago." Hikaru reminded the sorcerer.

"And you believed him? Very naive." Mozenrath murmured. He
then pulled out a golden crown.

"Why do you have that?" Hikaru asked, her curiosity getting
the better of her. The crown was pretty, Mozenrath should not
have it.

"It's a gift, for you." He told her.

"Too bad, I don't accept things from evil villains." Hikaru
retorted. Mozenrath grabbed her again and stuck the crown on her
head. It hurt a little and for some reason Hikaru's vision
blurred for a moment.

"Time to go." Mozenrath announced. In a flash they both
disappeared.
Jinsoku sat for a moment, dazed and confused. Hikaru had
started down a hallway of mirrors. However, when she had entered
the hallway, she had somehow dropped him. Jinsoku tried to
follow after her, but hit hard against a mirror. He then
realized he couldn't even see Hikaru anymore.
"How should I know where she went!" he heard Iago saying.
"Guys!" Jinsoku shouted. "Over here!"

"That was Jinsoku," Hanako said. "So, Hikaru would no doubt
be with him." The group headed in one direction.
Suddenly, the house of mirrors vanished, and everybody was in
a big open space, in the middle of the festival.
"Jinsoku!" Jasmine and the others rushed to the rabbit.
"Where's Hikaru?" Mamoru asked.
"I don't know," Jinsoku said, worried. "One minute, she was
carrying me, and the next, she disappeared through one of the
mirrors."
The others gasped.
"Let's try to be calm," Hanako said. "We'll look around the
area first before we jump to any conclusions."
"We'll tell Aladdin and the others to look for her, too,"
Jasmine added.
The group started out, in search of Hikaru.

Back at Mozenrath's castle, he appeared with Hikaru. "This
time, there's no possible way for you to escape me," he said.
"You're nuts," Hikaru said. She started to make a break for
it, but some sort of force pulled her back, sitting her down.
She tried to get through to Aladdin or Yusuke, but she found she
couldn't. Her head was buzzing, and dispite the situation, her
body felt relaxed.
Mozenrath laughed. "You're under my control, now," he said,
sitting down beside her. Hikaru tried to move away from him, but
instead, she moved closer.
"What the..." she said.
"As long as you wear the crown," Mozenrath said, "you only do
what I want you to."
"Then howcome I can still argue and contradict you?" Hikaru
asked, curious.
"Because you're so amusing when you argue," Mozenrath said.
"Then I won't talk to you," she said.
"Ok," Mozenrath said calmly, grabbing Hikaru by both arms.
One hand slowly moved up to her jaw, and he kissed her
passionately.
Hikaru tried to struggle, or at least tense up, but she
found, instead, she did quite the opposite, responding to
Mozenrath's kiss. How could her body be reacting this way?
"Would you stop that!" she said, when Mozenrath finally broke
the kiss. She would have yelled, but she found she couldn't
raise her voice. "Have you ever tried...I don't know, finding a
girl in the proper way?"
"Why would I bother with that?" Mozenrath asked her. "Nobody
else would do. I'm the most powerful sorcerer of our age. You
could be even more powerful than I am. There's nobody more
powerful than you. Therefore, we belong together."
"Um, I have Mamoru," Hikaru reminded him.
"Forget about Mamoru!" Mozenrath nearly shouted. "You have
me, now. And we'll be together forever."
Hikaru was feeling uneasy and disturbed. Now that she was
wearing this stupid crown thing, Mozenrath could control her
every move if he wanted to. She had to ease herself away from
him.
"I think I'm going to go sit...over there, now," she said,
pointing across the room. She got up and started to walk over,
but she was pulled back and landed right in Mozenrath's lap.
"NOT what I had in mind," she said.

Jasmine and Hanako made sure they found everyone, then the group
met at the edge of the festival.

"I know I saw Hikaru go right through a mirror!" Jinsoku was
saying. "Only I didn't pass through with her."

"We have to believe that's possible, after all the entire
house of mirrors disintegrated right before our eyes." Hanako
stated.

"It was obviously magic." Umi agreed. "I'll give you all one
guess who's behind this..."

"Mozenrath." Aladdin said through teeth gritted in anger. The
sorcerer had been a big problem for both him and Jasmine over
the years, but Aladdin really hated to see him keep going after
innocent Hikaru. And just because she happened to be powerful.

"Hmm....I can't seem to contact her telepathically." Yusuke
spoke up. He had just tried three times in a row.

"Let me try." Aladdin replied. Though he suspected he wouldn't
be any more successful. He was right. "Nothing..." He sighed.

"How are we going to find her?" Kaze questioned.

"Maybe we should try asking the constellations?" Jasmine
suggested.

"Excellent idea!" Hikari exclaimed. "I'll find Mamoru on my
way there. We'll ask for their assistance."

***************************

Hikaru wanted desperately to get away from Mozenrath, but he
literally had her right where he wanted her. Her body wasn't
answering her orders to get up and move. Inside she was repulsed
by how much the sorcerer seemed to be enjoying this. He smiled
down at her.

"No use struggling with it, the crown works very well." He
said. Then he used her closeness to his advantage once more,
pulling her into another deep kiss. Her responding back made all
the difference. Mozenrath could guess what Hikaru was thinking,
but it didn't matter. The crown was one of his finest creations.
With it Hikaru did only what he wanted. The kiss didn't end
until he ended it, and that was the way he thought it should be.
The wizard had never been particularly close to anyone, even his
own family. He was always going after his own ambitions, too
busy for friends. He had had a few girlfriends...that he had
used. (Like Kikiyo for example) But never felt anything for
them, didn't care what happened to them later. Hikaru just might
be different.

"You're desperate, you know that." Hikaru said, breaking
Mozenrath's reflective moment.

"I found what I want, and I always get what I want. It's
determined, not desperate."

"If you weren't desperate, you wouldn't have to..." Hikaru
couldn't say the rest of her statement. She blushed and turned
away.

"Oh yes I would." Mozenrath told her. "I'm used to a
challenge."

"And you have no life." Hikaru snapped.

"But I do. My life is making sure we rule together. I came
very close to dying once. I wonder if Aladdin has shared that
story with you... I wasn't always this powerful. Ever since then
I try extra hard to get what I have coming to me."

"So you better go to Hades now, because that's where you'll
end up..." Hikaru thought for a minute. "Came close to dying?"
she repeated.

"Yes. My source of power back then began sucking the life out
of me." Mozenrath frowned at the unpleasant memory. "I had to
get much closer to my worst enemy than anyone would have ever
wanted."

"What do you mean?" Hikaru asked, curious.

"I transferred my essence into Aladdin, to save myself from my
dying body."

Suddenly, it made sense to Hikaru, how Aladdin's spirit energy
was unleashed. There were two ways Hikaru knew of for a person
to unleash his spirit energy. One, was an out-of-body
experience, and the other was to have someone else's spirit
inside your body. It was obvious, Aladdin somehow got Mozenrath
out of his body.
Hikaru didn't respond. She would not have Mozenrath know of
Aladdin's inner magic, or the two ways of unleashing spirit
energy. The dude had enough power already.

"And well you don't need details, you already know the
outcome." Mozenrath finished. He was not about to mention how
Aladdin got rid of him. It might give the little Princess some
sort of idea. "My brush with mortality is what convinced me to
seek out more power. As luck would have it, years later I found
you. Together we are more powerful than any known thing. It is
our destiny to rule the world together."

"I don't think so." Hikaru informed him. "You know my friends
will come for me."

Mozenrath chuckled and his grip on her got tighter. "Your
friends will never get you back this time. Even if they do find
you I promise you won't go with them."


*************************

Back in Cosmos Aladdin, Jasmine, Yusuke, Kaze, Moeagaru, Hanako,
Umi, Genie, Iago, Abu and Jinsoku all waited for Mamoru and
Hikari to return. While they waited they tried walking around at
the festival, but now no one was in a very festive mood.


Finally Aladdin spotted Hikari and called everyone together. The
large group met at the festival entrance.

"Did the constellations see anything?" Yusuke wanted to know.
Both Mamoru and Hikari shook their heads, their faces drooped
with disappointment.

"They don't have any idea where Hikaru is." Mamoru said.

"Well there goes that plan!" Iago grouched.

"It was worth a try." Umi put in.

"Now what can we do? I am not about to just stand here knowing
my best friend is in trouble." Moeagaru stated.
"We have to get the Queen involved," Hikari said. "It's her
daughter afterall, and maybe she can help."
"I agree," Hanako said.
The group headed back to the palace.

"And not even the constelations can find her," Hikari
explained.
"That evil sorcerer has made my daughter's life a nightmare
too much and far too long!" Hikaraseru stated. Anger flashed in
her eyes. "We are going to find her, and this time, I'm going
with you."
"But Hikaraseru!" King Helios objected.
"I've made up my mind," the Queen said, "You know I've gone
up against many foes when I was Hikaru's age. I know the Five
Kingdoms depend on me, but they depend on my daughter, too.
Besides, the group might need me. I am Hikaru's mother,
afterall. My powers are very similar to Hikaru's, and for what
we have to do, they might be necessary."
"What do you mean?" Jasmine asked.
"We have to find the 4 Shinzaho. When even the stars don't
know where someone or something is, finding the 4 Shinzaho is
the key to finding something."
"And surely," Hikari said, "there are 4 Shinzaho out there
for Hikaru."
"What are Shinzahos?" Iago asked.
"It's Shinzaho!" Moeagaru corrected.
"But there's four of them, so..." Iago began.
"There's no S, dumb bird!" Moeagaru snapped. "Don't butcher
my language!"
"That's enough bickering," Aladdin scolded. "What are the 4
Shinzaho?" he asked the Queen.
"The 4 Shinzaho," Hikaraseru began, "are four different
treasures. Each one represents someone important in a person's
life."
"And we know the four most important people to Hikaru,"
Jasmine said.
"How do we know where to start looking for the four
shinza...whatsits?" Iago asked. Moeagaru glared at him.
"We have to go to Hikaru's room to cast the spell,"
Hikaraseru explained. "Enough of Hikaru's Aura lingers there, so
we will get our first clue to the first of the 4 Shinzaho."

Back at Mozenrath's castle, he watched the whole scene in
Cosmos. "Everything is going according to my plan," he said.
"What do you mean?" Hikaru demanded. "You already have me,
duh."
"Those constelations of yours can't see into my kingdom. None
are even close. And my plan to keep your pesky friends away has
begun. To find you they have to retrieve pieces of the Shinzaho.
It's next to impossible that they will succeed."
"My friends WILL succeed!" Hikaru argued. "They can conquer
anything."
"If you think so perhaps I should make things even more
difficult for them. Let's go on a trip."
Mozenrath arrived with Hikaru in the mountains, somewhere
Hikaru hadn't been before.
"No island this time?" she asked.
"I've done that too many times," Mozenrath said.
"Uhh..." Hikaru said, confused. "And I thought I was bad at
math."
"I can't risk making mistakes," Mozenrath said.
"Keep abducting me, and you'll run out of places to take me,"
Hikaru said. "Hmmm...I like that scenario."
"That won't happen. This is the last time I'll need to take
you by force. You're mine now." Mozenrath laughed.
"You'll never win," Hikaru said.
"I already have won," Mozenrath bragged. "I have you, don't
I?"
"Well," Hikaru said, "there's a little thing you're
forgetting called the Lovely Maiden's Policy. Everybody from the
Five Kingdoms has heard it."
"That crown is all the help I need," Mozenrath said. "Soon
you will have to give up and give in."
"I never give up on anything!" Hikaru was starting to feel
tired. She knew it was getting late, but she had lost track of
the time. "It's not in my nature to give up," she added.
"The crown will eventually take care of that. The longer you
wear it, the more under my control you are."
"I'll never let you...why am I so tired all of a sudden!" she
wondered.
"The more you resist the more that crown will drain you...did
I forget to mention that?"
"You're sick..." Hikaru toppled over, ending up with her head
on Mozenrath's chest. She struggled to keep her eyes open.
Mozenrath stroked Hikaru's hair. "What's wrong, Princess?
Getting sleepy?" he asked.
"Leave my hair alone," she murmured, still trying to keep her
eyes open.
Mozenrath moved his arm, only to drape it around her.
"I wanna be anywhere...but here..." Hikaru whispered. Now,
she couldn't even keep her eyes open.
"We could always go somewhere else," Mozenrath said.
"I don't want to go anywhere with you..." Hikaru whispered.
Soon, she was snoring softly.
"Pleasant dreams, Princess," Mozenrath said, before giving
her a good night kiss.

Adventures in Agrabah - Part 18 - The Cursed Crown part 2

In Hikaru's bedroom her friends gathered. Her mother had just
performed the needed spell and a map had appeared in her hands.
Aladdin, standing beside Hikaraseru, took a look at the map. "I
think I know where that is. That looks like an area of desert
near Agrabah."

"That makes sense, if you are one of the very important people
to Hikaru." Queen Hikaraseru said.

"I think he is." Jasmine said. "Hikaru has mentioned Aladdin
is like an older brother to her."

"I know exactly who the four people are." Hanako stated,
stepping forward. She listed them on her fingers, "Mamoru,
Yusuke, Moeagaru and Aladdin." She was only saying it aloud to
make sure they all agreed on it. No one protested.

"We sort of know what we're looking for, so let's go." Genie
spoke up.

***********************

Hikaru looked beside her. Mozenrath was there, laying next to
her. She jumped up, startled and repulsed. Wait....he was
asleep. Now was her chance to get away! She quietly left the
bed. She felt normal. Right away her hands went to her head. No
crown! She started running, not caring if she got lost. All she
wanted was to get away from that nasty wizard. She ran until she
came to a cliff. It was a sheer drop with jagged rocks below.
Now what? Hikaru tried to breath normally and she turned to run
the other way. Kiba-Okami blocked her path. Where had he come
from? Wasting no time Hikaru turned in yet another direction and
ran for her life. After a minute she noticed she didn't seem to
be getting anywhere. Was there a spell on her? Was it an
illusion? Up ahead she caught sight of Aladdin and Jasmine.

"Hikaru! We're here, come with us." Aladdin called out to her.
Then they both disappeared into thin air.

"Aladdin? Jasmine?" Hikaru cried out. She no longer saw them,
but continued in the direction where they had been. Suddenly
Mozenrath materialized in front of her, she ran right into him
and landed on her rear. "Hey!" She yelped. The wizard said
nothing, he simply zapped her and left. Hikaru got up, wondering
what that was all about. When she looked ahead again Aladdin and
Jasmine had returned. They would help her! She went to them but
instead of giving them a hug like she wanted to, she used her
powers to take them out. Two super kicks and blasts of her love
and beauty shock knocked the pair to the ground, where they lay
lifeless. "No!!" Hikaru shrieked, seeing what she had done. She
started crying and fled. She couldn't bare to look at her
friends. She couldn't even save them.

Next she came across Moeagaru and Himeko. She was still sheding
tears and they asked her what was wrong. But before Princess
Hikaru could answer her arms shot out. Each hand grabbed one
girls throat and squeezed until the entire neck was crushed.
Himeko and Moeagaru dropped to the cold ground. "Not them too!
...Why?" Hikaru grew even more afraid. What was making her do
this? She had no choice but to step over her friends and keep
moving.

She took several winding turns going down a mountain, when she
turned a sharp corner she ran into Mamoru and Yusuke. "Oh you
won't believe what I've done..." She started to confess. As she
was talking her body was doing it's own thing - pushing the boys
right off the mountain edge. Her heart broke as they screamed
for help. Their voices were abruptly cut off. Hikaru didn't dare
look down. She started to sob heavily. Mozenrath then appeared
again. He had a ball and chain which he hooked to her leg.

"You have nothing now. You belong to me!" He cackled.


**end of dream**
Hikaru opened her eyes, and looked around. She had had a
nightmare. Just a nightmare. Mozenrath was asleep beside her,
holding onto her. Eeewww! Hikaru decided that after she was free
of this cursed crown, the first thing she'd do would be to puke.
Hikaru rolled over and went back to sleep.

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru walked to the Suzaku Palace. Why was she here? She
reached up, and saw she was still wearing the crown. Why? And
why would she be here? She panicked. Had Mozenrath sent her here
to kill the constelations?
"Calm down, Princess," said a voice. Hikaru looked up to see
CareCare, the Suzaku Star Fairy. "Mozenrath did not send you
here," she continued. "It was Hotohori and the others who sent
you."
"But why...how..." Hikaru put her hand up to the crown again.
"You aren't actually here," CareCare continued. "None of the
constelations know where you are. The only way we can get
through to you is in your dreams. Come with me. The Suzaku
Constelations will explain further."
Hikaru followed CareCare to a throne room, where Hotohori,
Nuriko, Mitsukake, Tasuki, Cheriko, Chichiri and Tamahome waited
for her.
"Welcome, Princess Hikaru," Hotohori said.
"What is going on?" Hikaru asked.
"You have a tough road ahead of you," Chichiri said.
"You will suffer a bit longer," Chiriko said truthfully. "But
dawn will come again."
"Don't trust in the boasts of the evil one," Mitsukake said.
"I never do..." Hikaru said.
"No matter what Mozenrath says," Tamahome said, "please
remember that evil may have small victories at times, but good
always triumphs."
"How is it that I'm here?" Hikaru asked. "I'm still wearing
the crown."
"Although we don't know where you are," Hotohori said, "we
can still speak to you in your dreams."
"Well, thanks," Hikaru smiled. "This is the first non-freaky
dream I have had during a time Mozenrath's kidnapped me. Can I
just stay here til my friends come rescue me?"
"Sorry," Nuriko said, "you must wake up pretty soon."
"But don't let that jerk Mozenrath overcome your will,"
Tasuki said. "You're too good for that."
"You'll be visited by a different group of constelations
every night," Hotohori said. "When the last group has visited
you in your dreams, then your friends will soon find you.
Remember that."
"Well," Hikaru thought for a moment. "Not sure how I like
three more nights..."
"Just remember what the constelations tell you, and try not
to worry about the nightmares you will have," Tamahome said. "Be
true to yourself, and your nightmares will never come true."
"I will remember that," Hikaru said. "Um, Nuriko?" she asked.
"Are you male or female?"
"I am a woman at heart," Nuriko said. "I gave up manhood a
long time ago."
"Oh," Hikaru said, "I see. You're very pretty."
"Thank you," Nuriko said.
"Hikaru," CareCare said, "it's time for you to wake up."
"Never give up, Hikaru!" Tamahome called after her.
***End Dream Sequence***
Hikaru stirred in her sleep. Suddenly, she felt someone's
lips against her own. At first, she refused to open her eyes,
because she knew what she would be confronted with.
"I know you're awake," Mozenrath said.
Hikaru opened her eyes. "Some people like to sleep in, ya
know," she said.
"It's almost noon," Mozenrath said.
"It's 5 am somewhere," Hikaru said, but sat up, pushing her
hair out of her face.
"Not in Agrabah or the Five Kingdoms," Mozenrath said.
"I didn't say it was," Hikaru said, getting to her feet. " I
said it was 5 am somewhere. Now, you couldn't deny that, so
there. Besides, I am up now." Hikaru used her magic to
straighten her hair and clothes. She was almost surprised she
could do this, being under Mozenrath's control and all. Probably
since using magic to untangle her hair was harmless to
Mozenrath, he felt no need to restrain her.
"Interesting..." Mozenrath said.
"What?" Hikaru turned, wondering what the wizard was talking
about.
"It's interesting that even when you are being held against
your will, you still take the time to fix your hair."
"Hey, it's not easy to have hair like mine," Hikaru said. She
wished she could have cleaned up the mortal way, but that would
have involved undressing, and she wanted to avoid that at this
time.
Mozenrath walked over to Hikaru, and put his arms around her
waist.
"Is that really necessary?" Hikaru demanded.
"Of course, it is," Mozenrath said, "we're together now for
an eternity."
"You think you've won," Hikaru said, "but it isn't over
yet." Hikaru felt a sort of peace. The Suzaku constelations had
told her her friends would come. She just had to get through the
next few days. She also had to make Mozenrath think she was
giving in, but she had to be convincing about it. This meant she
still had to argue like normal with the sorcerer. Probably if
she pretended to give in right now, he might think something was
up.
"It will be soon," Mozenrath told her. "Your friends will
never get all 4 Shinzaho. I'll see to that." He used his magic
to show Hikaru Aladdin and the others. "Just wait and see what I
have in store for them." Mozenrath laughed.

With Queen Hikaraseru's help the four princesses transported the
entire group to the desert.

"There's Agrabah!" Jasmine stated pointing it out. It could
barely be seen on the horizon. They were definitely on the right
trail.

"That means we go this way." Aladdin started walking, leading
the group.

"How far is this cave supposed to be?" Iago whined.

"Not too far." Aladdin glanced back at the bird. "From the map
it looks like it's near where the Cave of Wonders once was. We
should be able to see it soon."

"Wait, I see something." Umi spoke up. They all squinted into
the afternoon sun. A figure was approaching them.

"Aladdin?" Jasmine instantly recognized the man as he came
closer. Baffled, she looked at the Aladdin beside her and back
again. Aladdin's double quickly jumped on him. The two rolled
down a sand dune. By the time they stood up no one could be sure
which one was the real Aladdin.

"They're identical..." Kaze observed.

"No way, I'd know my best pal anywhere." Genie said floating
over to the Aladdin on the right. He put an arm around him and
gave the group a smile. Abu started chattering rapidly, he ran
over to the Aladdin on the left and grabbed onto his pant leg.

"Well those bozo's have their opinion." Iago rolled his eyes.

"How do we tell which one is really him?" Hanako questioned.

"I'm Aladdin!" They both insisted.

"Jasmine, if anyone can tell it would be you." Queen
Hikaraseru pointed out.

"Guys, it's me!" The Aladdin on the left cried out.

"Don't listen to him!" The one on the right said.

"There is one way to know for sure." Jasmine told everyone.

"Oh no, this better not involve kissing. Yick!" Iago spat.

"No, it doesn't." Jasmine assured him. She faced both
Aladdins. "One of you has a secret power....use it."

The real Aladdin smiled broadly and fired off a bright yellow
blast into the empty air.



Mozenrath had laughed when the group could not figure out which
boy was their hero. Now he laughed in a much more sinister way.
"I knew it! I knew Aladdin had some sort of magic."

Hikaru was shaking her head, as if she could talk him out of
what he had just seen.

"I know your little secret." Mozenrath said, he was talking to
Aladdin, even though he knew he wouldn't be heard. "If we meet
again you will DIE!"

Mozenrath glanced at Hikaru, who looked horrified. She quickly
changed her expression.
"This is only the beginning." Mozenrath smiled, then he looked
back at the desert scene.


Jasmine ran to hug the true Aladdin, and he raised her off the
ground in a tight embrace. The other Aladdin stepped back, as if
he was giving up, but then he jerked forward, now with a knife.
He was ready to attack and headed right for the four princesses.
They all let out screams and broke apart. Kaze used her wind to
try and keep the 'evil Aladdin' away.

"It looks like we'll have to fight him." Aladdin said, putting
Jasmine down.

"I don't think he's even real." Jasmine whispered.

"No running with sharp objects!" Genie called. He grew to
giant size and picked up the Aladdin clone. "But, flying is ok."
He pitched the evil boy as far as he could, all the way across
the desert. To everyone's surprise he just reappeared.

"Umi, try freezing him!" Aladdin suggested. The fake Aladdin
dodged all Umi's shots.

"He sure is a lot like you." Umi grunted in frustration.

"More like a Mexican jumping bean!" Iago added.

The evil Aladdin started to throw his knives now, and he seemed
to have an endless supply. Everyone was forced to fly, jump or
flatten down to keep from being hit.

"There has to be a way to beat him." Aladdin said from the
ground, coughing up a little sand.

"We have to slow him down first." Hikaraseru stated. She stood
up to face the boy. "Solar shockwave!" She called. From her
hands came a power as bright as the sun. It hit the fake Aladdin
and stunned him so much he couldn't move.

"Now!" Aladdin called. Umi was ready, she quickly put the fake
on ice. Once he was hopelessly trapped the evil Aladdin faded
into dust inside the ice.

"I was right." Jasmine mused, taking her husband's arm.

"He was created just to slow us down." Genie informed
everyone.



Mozenrath slammed his fist down hard in anger. "They got past
him!" He yelled.

"Calm down." Hikaru sighed. Inside she was happy for her
friends.

"This is far from over. Let's see how much they really want
the first Shinzaho." Mozenrath lowered his voice.

"What are you going to do?" Hikaru questioned.

"You'll just have to watch and find out." Mozenrath told her.


The group continued their walk across the desert. "Wow, it's
hot." Umi complained.

"It's the desert, what do you expect?" Hanako replied.

"I know, but I guess I'm just not used to walking in such
heat." Umi shrugged.

"I can help." Kaze smiled. She lifted a hand and a cool breeze
started blowing.

"I say we always travel with her." Iago said enthusiastically.
Then he decided to rest his wings and landed on Aladdin's
shoulder.

"There it is!" Aladdin announced, finally spotting the cave.
It even resembled the Cave of Wonders. They picked up their
speed a little as they made their way toward the cave entrance.
Suddenly a huge snake emerged from the entryway. It was giant,
it was red, and very familiar.

"Jafar!" Genie cried.

The snake showed off his fangs as he responded. "Thatssss right.
I will have my revenge!"

Iago screamed and hid behind Genie. "Relax Iago," Aladdin said.
"He isn't real either."

"But what he does is!" The bird shrieked. He was proven right
when the Jafar snake shot fire out of his mouth. The flames
burned the rocks and sand that were in it's path.

"Oh you wanna play with fire?" Moeagaru asked sarcastically.
She returned the favor, shooting several fire balls up at the
serpent. The snake just opened its mouth, swallowing her attack.
Beside Moeagaru, Umi's mouth dropped open.

"Suck on this!" Mamoru tried throwing his sword, but Jafar
somehow stopped it and sent it flying back at the group. Luckily
Mamoru caught it before it could cut anyone.

Then Jafar morphed back to himself and laughed. "Pitiful."

"I beat the real Jafar twice, don't think I can't defeat you!"
Aladdin shouted with more confidence than he actually felt.

"Let's see you try, BOY." Jafar challenged.

"How about I wipe that smirk off your face?" Jasmine yelled as
she stepped in front of Aladdin. She threw the biggest blast of
amulet power she could muster. It caught Jafar off guard and
knocked him over. He growled in fury and tried to get back up.

"Not so fast!" Aladdin held up a hand. He had never tried this
particular power, he wasn't even sure he could do it. But they
had to get past this fake Jafar. He took a breath, ready to try.
"I hope this works." He whispered to himself. Using both hands
he concentrated and called out, "Spirit Wave!" His inner power
hit Jafar at full force. Apon contact the spirit wave exploded
Jafar into thousands of pieces and he blew away.

"You did it!" Yusuke congratulated.

"I knew you could do anything." Jasmine whispered, giving
Aladdin a victory kiss.

"Hey I didn't do it alone." Aladdin replied.

"Teamwork is the key." Queen Hikaraseru told them.

"Let's get in there, we have a whatzit to find." Genie stated.

"Shinzaho." Jasmine corrected him.

"What does the map say for after we enter the cave?" Hanako
asked. Hikaraseru opened the map and held it out for everyone to
see.

"We go right and follow that path." Aladdin instructed. "What
we're looking for should be at the cave's center. There's a
heart symbol there...I wonder if that's another clue?"

"It could be." Hikaraseru nodded, then folded the map up
again.

The group had only been in the cave for about five minutes when
they started to hear a low rumble. "I know that sound." Aladdin
gulped. "Everyone out!" He ordered hurrying the others toward
the only known exit.

"This place could cave in at any moment." Genie warned. Just
as he said the words rocks started to fall around them. Every
body ran back for the entrance. Except Aladdin. He took
semi-shelter behind big boulders. He refused to leave and give
up. He was too close to finding the Shinzaho to let anything
stop him now.

"Aladdin! No!" He heard Jasmine call back to him just before
the entrance crumbled. Genie made sure Jasmine was safe, pulling
her back in time.

"Ok....I'm on my own." Aladdin whispered to himself. He waited
for the walls to settle, then he continued down the half blocked
path. In some areas he had to crawl or squeeze through tight
places, but Aladdin kept going. Getting the Shinzaho was the
only known way to save Hikaru, and he was going to do it or die
trying.

Finally the narrow pathway opened into a room. This place seemed
untouched by the chaos of the cave in. Something gold caught his
eye. It was some sort of charm in the center of the room.
Aladdin started to go forward, but the ground below him turned
into a quick sand trap. On instinct Aladdin clawed at the walls
for anything to grab onto. Other than his hands, he forced
himself to be still. Struggling would only make his body sink
quicker. To his surprise his hand found a grip in the wall. He
pulled with all his might, doing his best to get his legs free.
One at a time he eased them out of danger. Still clinging to the
wall he slowly made his way around the room. Now that he looked
closely he could tell which areas were booby trapped. Aladdin
skillfully walked a thin stripe of safe ground. The gold charm
was now within reach. Aladdin scooped it up, now seeing that it
was a golden heart. He smiled, getting how it pertained to him.

No time to lose, he had to try to get out before the others
tried to get back in. With Mamoru's sword it was possible, but
he did not want his friends facing the dangers of the cave.
Mamoru's sword....that's how he could get out. He kept going
past the little room and up steps and down paths until he got to
the end of the cave. Aladdin looked around and soon found a coin
sized hole in the very back of the cave. He bent down and called
for help through it.

"Did you hear something?" Genie asked the others. They had
started walking around the cave, looking for any sign of life.

"I think I did." Yusuke answered.

"Maybe he's all right!" Jasmine cried. She knew her husband
had made it through worst scenarios but she was still very
worried.

Kaze used her wind powers to fly toward the noise. "I think it's
coming from this way." She announced. She was the first one
there so she started tapping along the cave walls.

"I'm here." Came a weak voice.

"It's him!" Kaze smiled.

"Aladdin? Are you ok?" Moeagaru asked.

"I'm...fine. I got it." Was his reply.

"He got it!" Umi shouted, jumping for joy.

"Tell Mamoru to use his sword." They heard Aladdin say. Then
Jasmine spotted the little hole he was talking to them through.

"Here!" She motioned for Mamoru to come look. He lifted his
sword, told Aladdin to stand back, and sliced through the stone
cave wall. Aladdin stepped out into the sunlight proudly holding
up the gold heart. Everyone greeted him with a group hug.

"Way to go Al! One down, three more to go." Genie said
happily.
Aladdin and the others looked at the map.
"There's a crecent moon symbol here," Hanako said, pointing.
"Mamoru, looks like this one's yours," Genie said.
The moon changed shape, revealing a house.
"I know that place," Mamoru said. "Rumour has it, that house
is haunted."
"Haunted?" Iago trembled. "I don't do haunted! Is it too late
to go back?"
"Iago, stuff it!" Moeagaru said angrily.
"We have to go," Mamoru said, "Hikaru depends on us."
"We'll have to camp out for the night," Aladdin said.
"We can stay at the Lunar Palace," Mamoru said.
In seconds, Hikaraseru and the four Princesses transported
everybody to the moon.

Back in the mountains, Mozenrath was furious. He zapped a
boulder, destroying it, and swore.
"Hikari would wash your mouth out with soap for that," Hikaru
said.
"Good thing she's not here," Mozenrath said.
"I can't believe you KISSED me with that mouth," Hikaru said.
"And I bet you can't believe you responded to it either,"
Mozenrath said.
"That was your doing, and you know it!" Hikaru would have
slapped him if he didn't have her under his control.
"Doesn't matter to me that I did it, what matters is the
result."
"Did anyone ever tell you, in the last five minutes, that
you're sick?"
"Did anyone tell you you're cute when you get angry?"
"I'm NOT speaking to you." Hikaru said, folding her arms.
"You'll tire of this little game...or did you forget? The
more you resist the more the crown drains you."
"I don't care," Hikaru said.
"Suit yourself. We have lots of fun when you're asleep."
Hikaru freaked out at first, but then it didn't make any
sense if he could do anything he wanted while she was awake.
"Maybe Kiba-Okami would do that..." she started.
"But lucky for you, you're not with him."
"You're both equally perverted and desparate."
"He's a drooling wolfe, only Xerxes is that bad."
"Every male has an inner pervert. Hikari said so." Hikaru
countered.
"She's a fairy, what would she know?"
"Um, Hikari knows things because she's...well, she's been
around awhile." Hikaru shook her head. "I can't believe we're
having this conversation!"
"And I don't see why you don't want to stay here. I can give
you all you ever wanted."
"You can't...if you could, I'd be home."
"I can," Mozenrath said. "Look around. You are home."
Hikaru looked around. She was back in Cosmos, in her palace.
"But how..." she said.
Mozenrath laughed. "I told you, I can give you anything."
"This isn't right..." Hikaru said quietly.
"I can make you happy, you'll see," Mozenrath said.
"Hikaru!" Hikaru looked, and saw Moeagaru, Yusuke and Mamoru.
"Welcome home, little sister!" Yusuke said.
Hikaru's mouth dropped open.
"Everybody's waiting for you downstairs," Moeagaru said.
"But what about the Shinzaho?" Hikaru asked.
"We don't need them anymore," Mamoru said. "Now that you're
home."
This was so fake. Didn't Mozenrath know you couldn't just zap
up happiness? A copy of your home and your friends just wasn't
the same thing. "I can't..." Hikaru took a step back. "This is
wrong. I'm not really home."
"Just keep telling yourself that..." Mozenrath grinned.
"I wouldn't expect you to understand," Hikaru said.
"Oh I understand. I mean I didn't make a fake you. It isn't
the same. But it's the best I can do...since I would kill some
of your real friends if they were in my presence." Mozenrath put
an arm around Hikaru. "I'm just trying to give you what you
want."
Hikaru looked away. "What would you know about what I want?"
she said.
"I know you...maybe better than you think."
"You don't know my heart," Hikaru pointed out. "You only know
things based on what you've seen and heard."
"I do know that your friends, for whatever reason, are
important to you. So if I take away the real ones, I'll make
copies of them for you."
"Copies have neither hearts nor souls. They're just mindless
puppets, set up for the audience's benefit. I'm not amused."
Hikaru began to feel exhausted. She didn't notice it until now,
but she could barely stay standing.
"I'm sorry you feel that way," Mozenrath said, "but you don't
have to be amused."
"I don't wanna be here anymore..." Hikaru fell backward,
right into Mozenrath.
"It's your choice to be happy or not. I'm just trying to help
you because this is where you'll stay always."
"I could never be happy with you..." Hikaru whispered.
"We'll see about that."
"You disgust me, you know," Hikaru murmured, before drifting
off.

The next morning, Aladdin and the others awoke in the Lunar
Palace.
"And I thought seeing the world was pretty cool," Aladdin
said.
"You'll all have to come back and visit under better
circumstances," Queen Lune Venus said.
"We'll be here for the Lunar Fest," Hikaraseru said. The
Lunar Fest would be held in a couple of months. "I know Hikaru
wouldn't miss that."
"I'll be looking forward to it," Himeko said.
Himeko watched as the group, now to include her mother, set
off.
"I know they'll find her and rescue her," she said.

"This place looks scarier up close than it does on the map!"
Iago whined. "I'm not going any further!"
"Ok, Iago," Kaze said. "We'll go."
"You mean it?" Iago said, feeling relieved.
"Sure!" Umi said. "You can just stay here and watch for
demons."
The group went on, leaving Iago behind.
"Hey!" Iago cried, flying after them. "Wait for me!" He
landed on Aladdin's shoulder. "All of a sudden, going to the
house doesn't seem so bad."
The others laughed.
"There's the house we want," Mamoru said, pointing.
"Nobody's lived in this house for years," Lune Venus
commented. "This is where a witch named Beryl used to live."
"Yes," Moeagaru said. "Her story is a personal favourite in
the Five Kingdoms when people get together to tell ghost
stories."
"She is dead now, at least according to the stories," Hanako
commented, "but they say her ghost still lingers in this house."
"She is dead," Lune Venus confirmed. "But nobody dares come
near here because of what you just stated."
Iago was trembling from head to toe.
"Scardy bird," Moeagaru said. "I think it's cool to actually
see something that we only before exchanged stories about."
"I'm with Iago, actually," Umi said honestly. "This place is
giving me the creeps."
"Shh..." Hikari said. "Someone might hear us."
"She's right," Genie said. "You never know what sort of demon
could be spying on us."

Mozenrath watched the group of flunkies with satisfaction. "I
almost forgot that tale about Beryl," he said. "Looks like I
wouldn't have had to lift a finger for this quest. Well, no
matter. If my obsticle doesn't stop them, then Beryl will." He
glanced over at Hikaru. The princess was still sleeping. She
must've really been fighting hard last night.
"Keep resisting, Princess," Mozenrath laughed. "Either way,
you'll be under my complete control."

The group had approached the big haunted house. They walked
through the yard, which was full of tombstones.
"Shh," Lune Venus said. "We can't make too much noise."
"Why?" Aladdin whispered, curious.
"Because they say that if you are too loud," Hanako
whispered, "then the corpses will awaken and climb out of their
tombs."
"They are her servants," Moeagaru whispered.
"And I thought Manlucks were bad!" Iago shouted.
Suddenly, the ground began to rumble.
"THANK you, Loudmouth!" Moeagaru snapped, as wrotting corpses
came up from the ground.
Umi screamed. She didn't know what was worse, wrotting
corpses or manlucks. She had heard Beryl stories since she was
six years old, and they always scared her. But for Princess
Hikaru, she would battle them. "Sparkling wide pressure!" she
cried, sending a huge waterfall at the corpses. The waterfall
swept some away, but they just came right back.
Aladdin had used his spirit gun on a couple of the corpses.
The attack seemed to work.
"They're already dead," Lune Venus pointed out, "so it will
take certain attacks to take them all out. Aladdin, Jasmine,
Hikaraseru, Yusuke, Mamoru! It's up to us!"
"Right!" they all said, before going into action.
Jasmine took out several of the attackers by zapping them
with her amulet power. Aladdin used a sword made from spirit
energy to defeat a whole line of them. Mamoru shot several
silver arrows, and Yusuke formed what looked to be a volleyball
out of his light power, and spiked it. The arrows hit several
more corpses, and Yusuke's volleyball of light destroyed some
more.
"There's still more," Iago whined.
"Leave that to us!" Lune Venus said, gesturing to Queen
Hikaraseru. "Moon Gorgeous Meditation!" she cried out, sending
out a wave of moonlight, destroying several approaching, and
very angry, corpses.
"Lovely Solar Swirl!" Hikaraseru shouted, sending a spiral of
sunlight, which knocked out the last of the corpses.
The group rejoiced in their victory.
"Umm, guys," Moeagaru said, "I don't think we should
celebrate just yet." Moeagaru pointed to a figure off in the
distance.
The figure moved closer, and they saw it was Hikaru.
"Hikaru!" they all said.
"What are you doing in a place like this?" Yusuke asked her.
"Mozenrath sent me here," Hikaru said. "I was finally able to
escape him! Let's get out of here before he notices I am gone!"
Mamoru rushed to give his love a warm embrace, but stopped
short. "Hikaru," he said, "are you feeling ok?"
"Of course," Hikaru said, "Now that I'm reunited with my
friends."
"Something's not right," Aladdin told Yusuke.
"Yes," Yusuke said, "I can feel her life force, but it's
faint and distant."
Aladdin nodded.
"I think I know my daughter," Hikaraseru said, overhearing
the conversation, "and that's not her."
"Hikaru," Mamoru said, "What are the constelations of
Seiryuu?"
"Mamo-chan," Hikaru said, "you're the Moonlight Knight. Need
you ask me such a question?"
"If you're really Hikaru," Hikaraseru said, "then you could
name all the constelations frontwards and backwards, and match
them with their proper quadrents."
"Well, I'm kind of tired and hungry," Hikaru said. "I'll name
off all the constelations you want when we get home."
"But Hikaru," Moeagaru said, "I've heard you name them off
before going to sleep."
"It's one of your favourite games," Aladdin said, remembering
how often Hikaru would go over the names to pass the time, or to
calm her soul in times of trouble.
"Not to mention you always loved to study astronomy," Hikari
said.
"What was the question?" Hikaru asked, stalling.
"What are the names of the Seiryuu constelations?" Mamoru
repeated.
"Let me think..." Hikaru hesitated. "Well, there's Nakago,
Amiboshi, Suboshi, Tamahome, Nuriko..."
"Wrong!" Lune Venus said. "Tamahome and Nuriko aren't Seiryuu
constelations."
"But Tamahome's my favourite..." Hikaru protested.
"And he's not Seiryuu," pointed out Moeagaru, who, thanks to
Genrou, at least knew the Suzaku constelations well. "You're an
imposter!"
"Look out!" Aladdin called, as Hikaru shot a blast of energy
at them. Everybody jumped out of the way.
"The real Hikaru's with Mozenrath, and you'll never find
her," said the imposter. "You can forget about finding the other
three Shinzaho and rescuing her! She belongs to Mozenrath, now!
Besides, you can't very well rescue someone when you're dead!"
She shot several swords at the group.
"Wind shield!" Kaze cried, creating a shield around the
group, causing the swords to bounce back.
"I'll never let you win!" the fake Hikaru shouted. She sent a
wall of flames, which burned Kaze's wind shield.
"You wanna play with fire?" Moeagaru shouted, sending her
fire whip at the Hikaru clone. The clone jumped out of the way.
Mamoru used this oportunity to shoot a silver arrow, which got
the clone right in the chest. She went limp, fell to the ground
and disappeared.

Mozenrath was furious. "Who wastes time knowing what
constelation goes where, anyway!" he ranted. "Tamahome, Nakago,
Nuriko! Who cares what part of the sky they live in!" He calmed
a bit. "This isn't over yet," he said. "Beryl, I'm leaving it in
your hands."

The group approached the door of the house. Mamoru slowly
opened the door, and entered. But when the others started to
follow, they were blown back by a gust of wind, and the door
slammed shut.
"I guess this must be Mamoru's quest," Aladdin said.

Mamoru tiptoed through the dark and creepy house. He, too,
had only heard stories of this place. He never dared even set
foot in its neighbourhood. It was never daytime here.
Suddenly, a vampire emerged from the shadows. "You may not
pass!" it said. "I was under strict orders from Beryl to make
sure intrudors stay away. We saw what you did to the servants.
Perhaps you and your friends would like to replace them."
"No thanks," Mamoru said, "Wrotting flesh certainly isn't
becoming." He swung his sword at the vampire.
The vampire screamed and shielded his eyes. "Not silver!" he
shouted.
"Of course," Mamoru thought. He had studied in school a long
time ago about vampires and how they hate silver. He swung the
sword again. The vampire jumped out of the way, and behind
Mamoru.
"I haven't tasted human blood in a long time," the vampire
mused. "I especially could go for the blood of a female virgin,
but a prince's blood is the next best thing." He stepped closer
to Mamoru.
Mamoru used this oportunity, swinging his sword, slashing the
vampire in two. The vampire fell to the ground in the two
pieces, then turned to dust.
Mamoru continued down a hall. The walls had spikes on either
side, making him a bit nervous, but he continued on. Suddenly,
he realized the walls were closer than when he had started out!
Dangerously closer! Mamoru hurried to a spot in the wall, where
there were no spikes. The walls closed together, leaving him in
a tight space. It was better than getting impaled, but also very
clostrophobic.
After what seemed like an eternity, the walls opened up
again. Mamoru rushed down the long hall, repeating this process
a few more times. As he got closer to the room at the end, the
walls would move faster.
Once in the room, Mamoru came face to face with a woman who
had red flowing hair, and was wearing a long black gown that was
very tight and revealing. On her head, she wore a black crown.
"Ah, Mamoru!" Beryl said. "Little brother of Queen Lune
Venus. I know why you've come here. To get the Shinzaho and save
your golden-haired princess! That's so sweet, I think I'm going
to get cavities!"
A silver crystal sat on a mantle just behind the witch.
"I can give you the Shinzaho," Beryl smiled, "but you must
then forget about Hikaru and join me, instead."
"You're as bad as Mozenrath," Mamoru said. "Why would I join
an evil witch like you!"
"Is that how you feel?" Beryl asked. "I see, you really love
your princess. How would you like to die for her!" Beryl shot a
bolt of black lightning. Mamoru jumped out of it's path. "I'll
never let you have the Shinzaho!" Beryl screamed.
Mamoru drew his sword. He would have to slay the witch.
Beryl made ready another bolt of lightning, throwing it at
Mamoru. He dodged again.
It went on like this. Mamoru jumped and dodged Beryl's
attacks, swinging his sword, trying to connect with her somehow.
This couldn't go on forever. He had to think of a new strategy.
Finally, he stood still.
"Getting tired, Prince?" Beryl asked.
"Yeah," Mamoru said out of breath. "I guess you're just too
good to defeat."
Beryl laughed. She created a large, deadly lightning bolt and
thrust it at Mamoru.

In the mountains, Mozenrath was delighted. "Yes!" he shouted.
"Goodbye, Mamoru!..." Then, he stopped, shocked at what he saw.
"No!" he screamed.

At the last minute, Mamoru brought out the sheeth where he
kept his sword. It was made out of relatively the same material
as the sword itself. It was very strong, and repelled any
attack. The lightning bolt crashed against it, flying back to
the witch.
"Nooooo!" Beryl screamed, as the bolt hit her. She fell to
the ground. Mamoru quickly took his sword and stabbed the witch
in the heart. This was because he knew she would come back to
life otherwise.
Beryl disappeared, and Mamoru rushed to the silver crystal.
When he picked it up, the haunted house disappeared. Mamoru
wiped off his bloody sword in the grass, and resheethed it. Then
he ran to his friends, holding up the second of the 4 Shinzaho.

Mozenrath swore. "It's because she was a redhead!" he
reasoned. "Redheads are always trouble for me! Well, no matter.
At least Hikaru wasn't awake to see her precious Mamoru
succeed."

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru awoke in the mountains. She looked around her.
Mozenrath was nowhere to be found. Hikaru used this oportunity
to make her escape. She ran down the mountain, as fast as her
feet would carry her.
Hikaru ran, until she came face-to-face with her friends.
They had found her at last!
"Minna!" she cried, "you're all here!..." she stopped short,
when she saw the angry looks on their faces.
"If you weren't so shallow and selfish," Jasmine said coldly,
"you'd notice one of us is NOT here."
Hikaru looked, and sure enough, Aladdin was not with them.
"Because of you, Aladdin is now dead."
"We got to talking," Moeagaru said, "and we decided you're
far too much trouble."
"All we do is risk our lives for you," Umi said. "We're tired
of it."
"As far as I'm concerned," Mamoru said, "Mozenrath can have
you. You spend more time with him lately anyway."
"Mamo-chan..." Hikaru was heart-broken. "I..."
"Goodbye, Hikaru," Yusuke said, as the group headed back down
the mountain.
Hikaru could not believe what had just happened. Had her
friends really deserted her?" Suddenly, she felt someone's
presence behind her. She turned to see Mozenrath.
"Don't cry, Princess," he said, "you still have me. Now, we
can be together for an eternity."
***End Dream Sequence***

Adventures in Agrabah - Part 18 - The Cursed Crown part 3

Hikaru turned over in her sleep. She didn't dare to look next
to her. Mozenrath was holding her tight, and she didn't want to
see it.

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru walked through the kingdom of Seiryuu. She wished she
could stay here, but she knew she'd have to wake up eventually.
Her last nightmare still haunted her, but all the constelation
kingdoms had a certain peace about them.
"Welcome, Hikaru," greeted the star fairy, PallaPalla.
"PallaPalla," Hikaru said, "I just..."
"We know," PallaPalla said. "Come with me."
The two headed to the throne room, where Nakago, Amiboshi,
Suboshi, Soi, Tomo, Ashitare and Moboshi waited for her.
"Two nights have passed," Amiboshi assured her.
"The nightmare will soon be over," Tomo added.
"Your friends love you, you know," Soi said.
"But they always have to risk their lives for me," Hikaru
said.
"They risk their lives for you because they love you," Nakago
said. "You know that. And you would do the same for them."
"But Aladdin..." Hikaru began.
"Aladdin is fine," Moboshi said. "And your friends have the
second of the 4 Shinzaho."
Hikaru cheered.
"They just got the silver crystal," Nakago said.
"You would have loved to see Mamoru defeat that awful witch,"
Suboshi said.
"Really?" Hikaru asked.
"They shouldn't have any problems on the next two quests,"
Ashitare said.
"Keep on smiling, Hikaru," Nakago said. "And remember to stay
strong."
PallaPalla lead Hikaru back out of the palace, as she waved
to the constelations.
***End Dream Sequence***

**************
Mozenrath woke up to a face full of Hikaru's blonde hair. He
lifted his head and shook away the mass of hair. His arm was
still wrapped around the Princess' waist. She was still fast
asleep. Of course, that was probably because it was before ten
in the morning. It was in the girl's nature to sleep late, that
coupled with how much she kept fighting everything made
Mozenrath sure she would be out for a little while longer. He
carefully removed his arm and got up to start the day.


Hikaru's friends had gone back to the Lunar Palace to stay
another night. In the morning they gathered after breakfast to
begin their next quest.

"Has the map changed?" Umi asked.

"Yes, it appears it has." Queen Hikaraseru nodded. She laid
the map down on the kitchen table for all to see.

"What's that?" Iago piped up, pointing at a red blob.

"Fire." Moeagaru replied. "Today it's my turn to prove how
much I love Hikaru."

"Where do we start?" Aladdin questioned, not missing a beat.

Moeagaru took a closer look at the map. "Looks like we're going
to Volcana."

"All right, you get to go home." Kaze smiled.

"I wish it could be a pleasant trip." Moeagaru muttered.


With another teleportation the group arrived in Volcana. "Whoa."
Aladdin took in the scenery. In all his travels he had never
seen any place like this. The color theme was mostly red, orange
and yellow for the town. It all went so well together and had an
odd soothing effect on the eye.

"It's like a work of art." Jasmine smiled, looking all around.

"I'm sorry I can't show you all around." Moeagaru sighed. "I
am proud of my home....and under different circumstances...."

"We know." Jasmine patted Moeagaru's shoulder. Jasmine had
formed a strong bond with Moeagaru over the summer. The two
really had a lot in common - they were both Princesses (of
course) but also they were opinionated, passionate, independent
and would do anything to help a friend. Moeagaru knew that
Jasmine did understand. She thanked her with a nod and smile.

"All right, according to that map we need to head for Burning
Lava Mountain." Moeagaru told everyone. The mountain used to be
a volcano and was the highest point in Volcana, and a good way
off from the main part of the kingdom.

"I don't know why they call it that, the thing hasn't been
active in almost 1,000 years." Hikari stated.

"Well we know where to go, so lets get moving." Yusuke said.
They could see Burning Lava Mountain from where they were and
they took off on foot toward it.


Mozenrath turned off the image of Hikaru's band of friends with
a wave of his hand. They were boring at the moment. He looked
around the facade of Hikaru's home, there had to be something
around to entertain him. He had just gotten a hold of Hikaru's
school yearbook when he noticed Hikaru was waking up. One of his
greatest joys was annoying her as she awoke. He liked having her
think he did whatever he pleased while she was out. In reality
he pretty much left her alone, or just laid beside her....but
Hikaru didn't know that. Mozenrath quickly put down the book and
sat down next to the Princess. He calmly started stroking her
long hair. She stirred, almost awake. Mozenrath smiled and took
that as a cue to kiss Hikaru. Just like he wanted, she responded
to the kiss by kissing him back. Her large blue eyes fluttered
open. As soon as she saw Mozenrath an expression of disgust
clouded her face. Ah well, the crown couldn't control
everything. It was still one of his greatest creations.



Back in Volcana everyone trudged along. Some of them were
already feeling a bit tired after the past two days. But they
knew with every passing hour they were that much closer to
saving Hikaru. The air grew thicker and hotter the closer the
group got to the mountain.

"I used to play here a lot." Moeagaru huffed. "I don't
remember it being so stifling."

"Stifling? What is that, a Princess word? C'mon, it's boiling
here!" Iago complained.

"Watch it, this is my turf." Moeagaru warned.

Just when they got to the mountain's base Mozenrath materialized
and laughed at them. "You aren't getting any farther."

"I wonder if he's fake too?" Iago stage whispered to Aladdin.

"You think I'd waste my precious time with Hikaru to come
guard some mountain? No. But I'm almost as good as the real
thing." The false wizard demonstrated by shooting power at them.
Genie turned into a huge shield and protected the others.

"With all these illusions you'd think Mozenrath took notes
from Mirage." Genie quipped. Then he shrank back into his normal
self.

"We always beat the real you...so why should a clone be a
challenge?" Aladdin pointed out. The Mozenrath copy growled in
frustration. He didn't have a reply, so he just started firing
off more blasts. One hit Mamoru and he was knocked back.

"Ow!" He cried out. "Well, the magic is pretty real." He told
the others. He got back up drawing his sword. He rushed at
Mozenrath, intending to run him through, but the illusion just
disappeared as the sword got too close and reappeared when
Mamoru stepped back.

"We've got to get past him before any of us get seriously
hurt." Queen Lune Venus spoke with her full authority. Just then
another shot came from Mozenrath and whizzed by her head.

"I'm willing to bet this copy isn't as used to all our magic
as the real Mozenrath." Jasmine said with a certain confidence.

"Right, it won't know how to handle all of us attacking at
once." Hikari grinned.

"One, two, three...let 'er rip!" Aladdin shouted. On his
signal everyone fired their best shot at the fake Mozenrath.
Jasmine's hunch had paid off, the wizard blurred and melted in
front of their eyes.

"Yes!" Yusuke cheered.

"No, no, no!" Mozenrath ranted. He and Hikaru were checking up
on their progress. Hikaru couldn't help smiling proudly.

"I knew they could do it."

"That's not all I have in store." Mozenrath seethed.

"Plenty of things more powerful than you, huh?" Hikaru sassed.
The look on Mozenrath's face was priceless.

"I am the most powerful sorcerer EVER!" He shouted. "In the
end they can't win."




"Now I suppose it's up the mountain." Queen Hikaraseru
assumed, looking up.

"I remember there was a great climbing path around here."
Moeagaru said thoughtfully. She started inspecting the base of
the giant hill. With several steps to the right, she found the
correct area. Rocks jutted out and were spaced perfectly for
climbing. "We won't have to go all the way to the top, there's
another entrance not too far off the ground." She informed
everyone. But getting good footing was harder than any of them
expected. The mountain was covered in patches of slime and
fungus. That fact plus being slick with sweat hindered their
progress. They all had to fight their way up. When they got onto
a large ledge in front of what looked like an entryway the group
found that a wall of fire awaited them.

"Now what!?" Iago moaned.

"Fight fire WITH fire!" Genie called out.

"Uh, no actually that doesn't work." Moeagaru replied.

"It's obvious!" Umi said. "Water." She sent a waterfall to
snuff out the fire. It sizzled and smoked but did go out.
Moeagaru stepped through the small entrance first, but as soon
as she did the wall of fire returned bigger than ever. "Hey!"
Umi yelped, forced back with the others.

"It's up to Moeagaru from here on." Lune Venus said softly.

Meanwhile in Hikaru's fake bedroom the Princess's eyes were
glued to the image of what her friends were doing. "Ha! There's
no way Little Miss Flame can retrieve the Shinzaho by herself."
Mozenrath rubbed both hands together in delight.

"You'd be surprised what Moe-Chan can do." Hikaru said in her
friend's defense.

"If she can get out of a live volcano alive I will be
surprised!" Mozenrath laughed evilly.

"Live volcano? It hasn't erupted in 1,000 years!" Hikaru shot
Mozenrath a confused look.

"You'd be surprised what my magic can do." The wizard mocked
Hikaru.



Inside the hotter than hot volcano Moeagaru moved cautiously.
She was well aware that she was now alone...she had to be ready
for anything. Around her spiders crept, eyeing her as if she
were their food. The fire princess gulped but still had the
presence of mind to burn all the suspicious creatures into dust.
"That's better." Moeagaru said to herself.

The entrance had a low hall leading away from it and into the
center of the mountain. It was her only choice, so Moeagaru
crouched down and made her way through. Just when she got to an
area where she could stand up full Moeagaru heard a sizzling
sound. It was almost like boiling water, and it was getting
closer. Then she saw it....the red ooze that was lava traveling
all too fast. "It's alive!" Moeagaru screamed and used her whip
to hang from the ceiling. "1,000 years and it has to pick NOW to
erupt!" After the initial rush of lava she carefully got down
and stepped or hopped from one rare dry and untouched patch to
the next. It was slow but necessary. After a while she saw a
deep indention on the left wall. It was another entryway!
Moeagaru jumped for it and ducked inside. At first glance the
area seemed safe in the dim light. The princess lighted a fire
ball just to see better. When she did so Moeagaru discovered she
was no longer alone.

A hideious monster stood just feet away. Moeagaru clamped her
jaw shut to keep from screaming. The thing had a bush of puke
green hair, a large mouth filled with sharp teeth and evil
yellow eyes. Moeagaru shot a few flame arrows at the beast and
was shocked when they came back at her!

"What?" She cried, outraged.

"What!?" The monster mimicked.

"Oh no, don't start that." She shook her head.

"Oh no, don't start that." The ugly thing echoed.

"This is what I do to those who play this game." Moeagaru said
quickly, then she fired off six of her fire balls. She saw them
hit the wall, and yet somehow the monster conjured up the same
weapons to use against her. She dodged of course....who knew her
own attacks better than Moeagaru herself?

"You'll pay for that!" Moeagaru growled.

"You'll pay for that!" The creature replied in a high pitched
squeal. As it moved slightly Moeagaru saw a red necklace on a
rock. It was right behind Big Bad & Ugly.

Moeagaru wasn't giving up. She played her best card, having her
fire surround and close in on the monster. As it moaned in pain
Moeagaru pushed past it and grabbed the necklace. Up close she
could see that the necklace charm was a red heart with her
initials on one side and Hikaru's on the other. It was a symbol
of their friendship.

"Not the Shinzaho!" Slime face hollered. Moeagaru quickly
figured out that what this thing was protecting was the very
thing that could kill it. While she held the necklace the
monster was powerless. Moeagaru took great pleasure in frying
the copy-cat. After she left the chamber Moeagaru created her
own exit by burning right through the volcano's side. She
slipped out, jumped down and called out to her friends. They had
come down to ground level and looked overjoyed to see her.

"You survived the lava!" Jasmine clapped.

"We could hear it out here." Aladdin explained.

"Did you find it?" Mamoru asked.

"Sure did." Moeagaru held up the red heart pendent proudly,
and smiled to her friends. As she did so, a red Aura emitted
from her body.

"Moe-chan..." Kaze, Umi and Hanako said. They knew what this
meant.

"Looks like your powers just got stronger," Queen Hikaraseru
said.

Yes, it was true. Moeagaru felt it. "I'll take that demented
wizard by surprise now!" she said. "Let's get the last of the
Shinzaho and rescue Hikaru!"

Back at the palace in Volcana, the group studied the map.
"We have just one more Shinzaho to collect," Hanako said.
On the map, a heart with a rainbow materialized. "That's the
symbol for Cosmos," Hikaraseru said.
The symbol morphed into a picture of a shrine.
"Of course," Hikari said. "The Shrine of Cosmos!"
"Prisma is the priestess there," Hikaraseru said, "but no
doubt we will have obsticles to get through before she can help
us."
"This one looks like my quest," Yusuke said.
"We'll set out for Cosmos first thing in the morning,"
Hikaraseru said.
"I'm curious about something," Iago said.
The others looked in his direction.
"If Prisma is the priestess of the shrine in Cosmos, then
what about Sakura?" He winked at Aladdin.
Aladdin shot Iago a dirty look.
"Sakura is the Priestess in Fresia," Hanako said. "There is a
shrine in each of the Five Kingdoms."
"Your Kingdoms certainly have everything," Genie commented.

Hikaru sat in the carbon copy of her palace with
Mozenrath, eating. She was surprised she could eat so well under
these circumstances. She would have assumed it was the crown,
but the last time Mozenrath had kidnapped her, she was still
able to eat. Plus, she still wouldn't touch any mushrooms.
Mozenrath belched.
"MUST you do that!" Hikaru asked, irritated.
"Would you rather it came out the other end?" Mozenrath said.
"Gross!" Hikaru exclaimed. "Hikari says not to belch or talk
about gross stuff at the table!" she saw Mozenrath was about to
say something. "And Hikaru agrees with her."
"I have lived alone for many years," Mozenrath said. "What do
you expect? Mr. Manners?"
"There's a simple rule every guy should know," Hikaru pointed
out. "Don't spit, swear or belch around a girl...especially a
princess."
"All right," Mozenrath sighed, in slight irritation. "I'll
TRY to cater to your wishes."
"Thank you," Hikaru said. She took a sip of tea, making a
slight slurping noise.
"Is it Princess-like to slurp?" Mozenrath asked.
"No, Hikari," Hikaru said mockingly. She always tried not to
slurp, but it was a very hard thing to master.
"Then we both have things to work on."
"You started it," Hikaru said.
"And you, Miss High and Mighty, finished it."
"Yeah, I WISH," Hikaru said.

Later, Hikaru sat in her fake bedroom reading one of her
favourite books. This one wasn't a romance novel, though. It was
one of her books on astronomy. Now, she felt she knew more than
the book did, but it did help her get through the time as
Mozenrath's prisoner. She had already gone over the
constelations several times. Maybe there was some good to at
least having a copy of home.
Hikaru felt someone behind her, and turned to see Mozenrath.
Did he have to be with her every waking moment? Talk about
obsessed!
"Don't you already know all about astronomy?" Mozenrath asked
her.
"Yes," Hikaru said, "and I have read Dierdre and Desire three
times. That should tell you something."
"It tells me you like reading the same things over and over."
"Only a person who reads for entertainment would understand,"
Hikaru said. "When you read a novel, you are entering another
world. Lord Harry Desire is one of my favourite heroes from a
romance novel. So, I have read the book three times. I like
astronomy, and this book claims to have all the information you
need to know...it doesn't, but I still like to read it. What's
amazing, though, is that this book is an exact copy of the one I
have back in Cosmos. You couldn't know nearly as much about the
constelations as I do."
"I don't care about the constelations. You do, so you know
about them. My magic can copy any existing thing, so yes that is
like your book at home."
"Not caring about the constelations is more dangerous than
just not having much knowledge of them," Hikaru pointed out.
"I research what is of use or important to me. How is not
being interested in constelations dangerous?"
"They are more than just pretty lights in the sky," Hikaru
said. "You should know, you stole Seiryuu."
"I know what I need to know,"
"Ok, I totally agree with you," Hikaru said, blocking him
from seeing the pages of her book. If he thought he knew what he
needed to, then she wasn't going to contribute to him learning
more. Let him figure it out for himself. "You know ALL you need
to."
"I find out what I need to," Mozenrath continued. "I always
research what I'm doing."
"I'm sure you do," Hikaru said, going back to reading.
"Put down that demned book," Mozenrath said, moving closer to
Hikaru.
"Be quiet!" Hikaru said, "I'm trying to read. Besides, I
didn't hear you say please."
"Please," Mozenrath got out through clendhed teeth.
"But I'm reading it!" Hikaru protested. She sighed. "Fine!"
she said, making a big production of putting the book down.
"There! Are you HAPPY?"
"Very," Mozenrath said.
Hikaru found a copy of one of her rubber balls and started
bouncing it off the opposite wall and catching it. "Good," she
said.
After Hikaru bounced the ball three or four times, Mozenrath
caught it in mid air and got it out of her reach.
"Hey!" Hikaru shouted. "Get your own! I was kinda playing
with that!" Hikaru lunged for the ball, landing in Mozenrath's
lap.
Mozenrath put his arms around Hikaru. "Just where I want
you," he said.
Hikaru rolled her eyes. "And you say you're not a pervert,"
she said.
"If I was, I could do a lot more."
"There's different degrees of pervertedness...and..." Hikaru
paused. "I'm NOT going to have this conversation with you!"
"Fine. I'm not interested in what a normal male pervert might
do."
"You just admitted you're a pervert."
"I did not! I was talking about other people. I'm not even
slightly interested in peeking at something or feeling of
anything."
"I said we weren't going to have this conversation." Hikaru
looked away.
"All right, we won't."
"Good! Gimme my ball!" Hikaru said.
"Not so fast," Mozenrath said. "I didn't say no talking at
all."
"You just did," Hikaru said.
"I'd hate to have to strengthen that crown...after all, you
are entertaining."
"What did I do?" Hikaru asked innocently.
"Nothing out of character for you."
"Quit knowing me so well!" Hikaru said, annoyed.
"Can't. I'm addicted."
"Do you want me to be sick?" Hikaru asked. "Cause I'm going
to be. You're obsessed!"
"Obsession isn't always a bad thing...and no I don't want you
to be sick, especially while you're on my lap."
"You put me here. What was your point anyway?"
"You fell. I caught you. Wasn't all my doing."
Hikaru was getting frustrated. "You set me up, brat!"
"So what?" Mozenrath said casually.
Hikaru sighed in frustration. "Go away!" she said,
exasperated.
"Whatever you want, Princess," Mozenrath said, getting up to
leave.
Hikaru was surprised, but glad to finally have some alone
time. She flopped back on her bed, relieved. Then after a couple
moments, she walked to her book shelf and picked out "Diana The
Huntress" and began reading.
After about thirty minutes, she felt sleepy, so she set the
book aside, rolled over and shut her eyes.

Mozenrath left the room, but what Hikaru didn't know was that he
was just in the hallway. He watched Hikaru sigh with relief and
flop back onto her bed. Then she sat up, looking around her fake
room. She went to her book shelf and selected some novel to
read.

Hikaru read the book for what seemed like hours. Mozenrath
was so bored he had to struggle to stay awake. Finally, he saw
her lean back and close her eyes. She obviously had no idea he
was still around just long enough to be sure the Princess was
asleep. Mozenrath crept back into the room. It was true Hikaru
could be entertaining to argue with, but now Mozenrath enjoyed
this silence. In a way he had slept better than usual the past
couple of nights. Maybe having Hikaru beside him had to do with
that. The sorcerer eased his way onto the bed, so he wouldn't
wake Hikaru. He looked down at her, she was sleeping with her
mouth wide open...typical. He smiled then laid down next to her
to get some rest.

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru Usako hurried home from school. The year was 1995, and
Hikaru attended Cherry Blossom Junior High. She passed a comic
shop, and went inside.
"Good afternoon, Hikaru!" said a young man, who had dark
hair, and an Arabian look to him. "We got the latest Five
Kingdoms manga. I know you love to read them."
"It's my favourite series," Hikaru said. "The High Princess
even shares my name, and looks like me. I wonder if the writer
was thinking of me."
"Maybe the writer knows more than they are willing to let
on," the sales clerk said. "Hey, we have a shipment of Code Name
Sailor V and Bishoujo Senshi Sailormoon Manga, too."
"Yay!" Hikaru said excitedly. She purchased several Manga,
and a huge wall scroll with the Five Princesses...Princess
Hikaru did look a lot like her. And she was pretty sure her four
protectors looked familiar, as well.

Hikaru continued home. Moeagaru and Kaze ran up alongside
her. Kaze went to the same school as Hikaru, but Moeagaru went
to a different school, where the uniforms were red, black and
white sailor uniforms.
"Hikaru!" they said.
"We need to talk to you, Hikaru!" Kaze said breathlessly.
"It's about your destiny, Hikaru!" Moeagaru said. "You must
leave this civilian life and follow your destiny."
"Uh, guys?" Hikaru was confused. "What are you talking
about?"
"You're Princess Hikaru of the Five Kingdoms!" Kaze blurted
out.
"No," Hikaru shook her head. "I read the Manga, and it is my
favourite series. And although I like the Princess Hikaru, I
can't possibly be her. She exists in another time and universe."
"We know," Moeagaru said, "you were sent here..."
Suddenly, Jedeite approached the group. "Spending all your
allowance on Manga again, Hikaru?" he teased.
"Hey, Jedeite-senpai," Hikaru said.
"Hikaru," he said, "I was looking for you. I was hoping I
could take you to dinner tonight."
"You're asking me on a date?" Hikaru asked.
Jedeite smiled and nodded.
"Well," Hikaru said, "it is Friday. I guess I can."
"But Hikaru!" Kaze protested, "think about what we've said!"
"Don't worry about Hikaru," Jedeite said, leading Hikaru
away. "I'll take good care of her."

Later that evening, Hikaru was at a coffee house with
Jedeite. "I can't believe," Hikaru said, "out of all the girls,
you picked me to go out with!"
"You're a very special girl," Jedeite said, looking into her
eyes. "Did you know your eyes sparkle like sapphires?" he said.
Hikaru blushed slightly.
Suddenly, a commotion could be heard from outside. Hikaru and
Jedeite rushed to see what was going on.

Outside, a blue dragon had attacked. People ran in all
directions, screaming, and trying to find a safe place to hide.
The streets were full of dead and dying citizens. Some had been
trapped in their automobiles.
Hanako, Kaze, Umi and
Moeagaru emerged in full armour.
"Sparkling wide pressure!" Umi called.
"Super tornado!" Kaze called.
"Celestial fire surround!" Moeagaru called.
"Earth Shaking!" Hanako called.
The attacks flew at the dragon, but didn't even make a
scratch. With one blow, the dragon took out all four Senshi.
"No!" Hikaru screamed.
Behind her, Jedeite was laughing. Hikaru turned. "You wanted
a normal life," he said, "and look how it turned out. You could
have listened to Kaze and Moeagaru, but you went with me
instead. Your selfish decision has cost them their lives."
Jedeite changed form, and became Mozenrath. "Remember me,
PRINCESS Hikaru?" The sorcerer grabbed Hikaru. "Lucky for me,
you didn't go with Kaze and Moeagaru. Now, you and I can rule
together forever."
***End Dream Sequence***
Hikaru gasped. She had dreamed that strange place called
Tokyo before. In fact, out of all the nightmares she had while
Mozenrath had her, that was the most recurring. She would talk
to Genie about it when she got back home. And she knew she would
have to get home eventually. "Though the brightness of the sun
has drifted far away," she said to herself, "tomorrow holds the
sunlight of a brand new day for me."
Hikaru rolled over. Ick. Mozenrath was doing it again.
Holding onto her while he slept. "Think of the constelations..."
she said to herself, as she drifted back to sleep.

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru raced through the Byakko Kingdom, to meet JunJun. By
now, she was familiar with the fact that the constelations were
trying to give her strength until her friends could rescue her.
She was glad Mozenrath didn't care about the constelations. The
less he knew about them, the better.
"Hikaru!" JunJun greeted.
"Hi, JunJun!" Hikaru smiled. "Ya know, this is the highlight
of my nights, the past couple of days."
"I understand," JunJun said truthfully.
The two entered the Byakko palace, where Suboru, Tokaki and
Tatara were waiting for them.
"Three nights have passed," Suboru said.
"And your friends have three of the 4 Shinzaho," Tatara said.
"One more to go," Tokaki said.
"I'm glad to see you are holding up ok," Suboru said.
"I think it's thanks to you and all the other constelations,"
Hikaru smiled. "I know all you gave me was encouragement, but it
helps. Other than coming here, I have nothing but nightmares
when I am with Mozenrath."
"It's because what you worry about," Suboru said. "But
remember, good always wins in the end."
"I know," Hikaru said. "I guess I am a bit worried for the
battle to come, though."
"Hikaru," Tatara said, "you care more about others than you
do yourself. Out of all your powers, that, alone is your
greatest weapon."
"It's time for us to go," JunJun said.
Hikaru waved to the constelations as she followed JunJun out
of the palace.
***End Dream Sequence***
Hikaru awoke to Mozenrath stroking her long hair. Her eyes
shot open. "Would you leave my hair alone!" she snapped. "It's
not a toy!"
"Oh? You look like a doll," Mozenrath said.
"You play with dolls now?" Hikaru asked.
"I never said I did. But I will play with you."
"You will not!" Hikaru was tired of the sorcerer coming up
with a response for everything she said.
"Will too," Mozenrath smiled, still playing with her hair.
"I hope Sailormoon teleports to this universe and kicks your
butt," Hikaru said, remembering something about Sailormoon from
her dream.
"Sailormoon? Where did you come up with that?"
"Wouldn't you like to know..."
"The only people I expect to attack me are that wretched
Aladdin and your overly macho boyfriend."
"When you talk about Mamo-chan, you almost sound jealous,"
Hikaru suggested.
"Hardly. The only thing he ever had that I wanted...I took."
Hikaru sat up. "Yeah, yeah," she waved a hand dismissively.
"And that'll last, too," she said sarcastically.
"I can solve that for you," Mozenrath said. "I can just kill
him. I don't need any encouragement to do so."
"You're the devil!" Hikaru exclaimed.
"Not quite...but he certainly wouldn't be the first I've
gotten rid of."
"Touch him and I'll never speak to you again...or worse."
"What's the 'or worse?'" Mozenrath asked. "I have every
intention of getting him out of my way, and not only him.
Aladdin has to die, too. He has been a neussence for far too
long."
Hikaru tried to remain calm. "Worst punishment spell. Sound
familiar?"
"I can come up with something to cancel whatever you do,"
Mozenrath said.
"The last time I used that spell on you, I didn't even
strengthen it much. I just wanted you out of my life for
awhile."
"I knew you were powerful," he smiled evilly.

The next morning, the group set out for Cosmos.
"There's the shrine, up ahead," Yusuke said, pointing.
"It's beautiful," Jasmine breathed.
"No evil can enter the shrine," Hikaraseru imformed them.
"But that's not to say Mozenrath can't pull something outside
the shrine."
"I wouldn't put it past him," Aladdin said.
As the group approached the shrine, a she-devil with greyish
skin and jet-black hair appeared. She laughed, a high-pitched
laugh. "You won't get the Shinzoho!" she screeched. "I'll see to
that! Now, I'd love to take you all out, and I am sure it would
make Mozenrath very happy, but I'm under orders to only defeat
Yusuke. Afterall, this is his quest. I stop him, and Mozenrath
gets Hikaru for eternity."
"Blah, blah, blah!" Iago said, "why do villians always have
to brag?"
"If that's the way it has to be," Yusuke said, stepping
forward, "then I will fight you alone. But you won't win, I'm
afraid."
The she-devil created a barrier separating Yusuke from the
rest of the group. Now, all they could do was watch.

"I hear you're good in sports," the she-devil said to Yusuke,
as she created a ball of energy. "Here! Catch!" She threw the
ball at Yusuke.
At the last minute, Yusuke kicked the ball, sending it flying
back at the devil. "You'll have to do better than that," he
said.
The ball whizzed past, just barely missing the demon. "Oh,"
she said, "there's more where that came from!" She created
another ball, hitting it at Yusuke. Yusuke hit the ball back at
her, as if it was a volleyball. It whizzed past her head.

"Go, Yusuke!" Hikaru cheered. Mozenrath glared at her. "Hey,
my brother's the best in sports in the Five Kingdoms. Well, that
is, except for Kaze-chan. Maybe that's why they go together."
"He can only play at that game for so long," Mozenrath said.
"He'll tire himself out, soon enough."
Hikaru didn't answer. Instead, she turned back to the scene.

The she-devil threw energy balls, left and right. Some were
the size of baseballs, which Yusuke hit back at her. Others were
volleyballs, which he spiked. Still others were soccer balls,
which he kicked at the she-devil. A few were even hockey pucks.
In any case, the devil kept blocking or dodging his attacks.
"Hey Yusuke," the she-devil called. "Ever play dodge ball?"
"Of course," Yusuke said, "it was one of my favourite games
as a kid."
"But have you ever played it with magic energy balls? The
rules are relatively the same, except one twist."
"And what's that?" Yusuke wondered.
"It's perfectly legal to hit above the shoulders." She threw
an energy ball. Yusuke jumped out of the way just in time.

"I, myself was never very good in most sports," Mozenrath
said. "I found them a waste of time. But I did enjoy dodge ball.
Every man for himself, and the object of the game is to take out
all the other players."
"You WOULD like dodge ball," Hikaru said. "I pretended my
foot was broke once, so I wouldn't have to play it."

Yusuke dodged every one of the she-devil's throws. THis
wasn't getting him anywhere, either.
Suddenly, Yusuke had an idea. He stood still, and waited for
the devil to launch another ball. At the exact same time, he
created a ball with his own power. When the devil made ready to
throw her ball, Yusuke threw his at the same time. He threw it
so hard, that it hit the devil's ball, and sent it the other
direction, hitting her in the stomach.
The she-devil disolved into a pile of dust.

Mozenrath cursed.
"I told you, my brother is good in sports," Hikaru said.
"This isn't over yet!" Mozenrath shouted at the image of
Yusuke.

Yusuke continued to the shrine's entrance. Before he entered,
he ducked behind some bushes, and came to a spring. It was a
rule that one must clense himself before entering a shrine.
Otherwise, it was impossible to enter.
Fifteen minutes later, Yusuke emerged and entered the shrine,
where he met up with Prisma.
"Greetings, Prince Yusuke," she smiled.
"Hello, Priestess," Yusuke said.
"I was watching you fight that devil," she said. "I hope you
understand, that could I have helped, I would have performed an
excercism, casting out the demon."
"I understand," Yusuke said. "This is my quest to see how
much I love my sister, Princess Hikaru."
"Fortunately for you," Prisma said, "evil beings cannot enter
the shrine. However, there is another test you must pass."
"What kind of test?" Yusuke wondered.
"Come with me," Prisma motioned for Yusuke to follow her.

Hikaru and Mozenrath watched as Prisma lead Yusuke through
the shrine.
"It's true," Mozenrath said, "I couldn't have sent anything
into the shrine. I, myself, haven't even been able to enter it
since before I was twelve."
"That doesn't surprise me," Hikaru said, not turning away
from the picture.
"I think the 'test' Yusuke will have to face is a riddle. If
he gets it right, he gets the Shinzaho. If he gets it wrong,
goodbye Yusuke!"
Hikaru kept her eyes glued to the picture. She wasn't sure
how good her brother was at riddles, so she worried a bit.

Prisma led Yusuke to a large room. "Inside," she said, "there
are two doors. Behind one of the doors, is the last of the 4
Shinzaho. Behind the other is a painful death. Between the two
doors stand identical twin dwarves. One dwarf always tells the
truth, but the other lies. You can only ask one question. Good
luck!" Prisma opened the door. Yusuke headed in, and the door
disappeared.
Prisma felt helpless, as the door vanished. She'd seen people
fail this test before, and it always broke her heart. But, she
knew what Hikaru meant to her older brother. That would likely
be enough for him to succeed. "Yusuke," she whispered, "it's all
up to you now."

Mozenrath laughed. "I know the answer to that riddle," he
taunted.
"Do you?" Hikaru asked, "because it was on a quiz I took last
year, and I got that question wrong."
"I'll tell you after Yusuke fails," Mozenrath smiled.
Hikaru's heart raced. "Please get it right, Big Brother!" she
whispered.

Yusuke stared straight ahead, thinking of what to do. The
riddle Prisma had given him was on a written exam when he was
about Hikaru's age. He had gotten it right, but at the moment,
he couldn't remember what he had written. Maybe it had to do
with the fact that he was nervous. Hikaru depended on him
getting the right answer. This was more than just getting an A
on a test.
He could just bypass the two dwarfs, and find the Shinzaho
himself, but he was sure that wouldn't work. Ooh, where was
Hanako when he needed her?
"Ask your question to me," said the dwarf on the left. "My
brother here can't tell the truth."
"He lies!" said the dwarf on the right. "I'm the one you
should be talking to."
"Brother, dear," said the dwarf on the left, "don't confuse
the Prince. "He should be asking me about the Shinzaho."
Yusuke thought hard. One question. 'Are you a girl, and
where's the Shinzaho?' No. That was two questions, and exactly
what Hikaru had put when she took that same exam.

"He'll never get it," Mozenrath said. "I hope you're getting
used to me, Hikaru!"
"Would you shut up?" Hikaru snapped. Although her body was
relaxed, her heart was racing, and the stress of the situation
was making her irritable.

"Whatever I ask," Yusuke contemplated, "I have to do the
exact opposite. But if one tells the truth..." Yusuke thought
hard.

Outside the shrine, the others waited in anticipation.
"What's taking him so long?" Kaze wondered alloud.
"He must have to fight more monsters than all of you
combined," Iago said.
"Don't be silly," Hikaraseru said. "Nothing evil can enter
the shrines of the Five Kingdoms. If I thought it was the
answer, I'd make Hikaru stay in one for the rest of her life."
It sounded cruel, but the others knew how the High Queen
felt.
"We had to lock her in her room once to keep her safe," Genie
said.
"A lot of good it did, though," Hikari said. "You know
Hikaru."
"Yeah," Iago said, "and we both got in trouble when she snuck
out. I don't see why I did, she made me..."
"Iago!" Jasmine said, "nobody can make you do anything."
"Mozenrath can be pretty manipulative," Iago said.
"Well," Jasmine said, "I doubt Hikaru put any kind of spell
on you. You made your own choice."
"Yeah," Moeagaru said. "So pipe down."

Yusuke kept thinking of the riddle. Maybe he was thinking too
hard. He sat down and relaxed.
"You better ask me your question," the dwarf on the right
said, "or you'll be in here forever."
The brothers argued back and forth about who Yusuke should
ask, and who was the liar. Finally, it came to Yusuke.
"Which door would your brother tell me to choose?" he asked.
Both brothers pointed to the door on the left. Yusuke rushed
to the door, on the right and opened it.
Inside the little room, on a pedistal, sat a pink jewled
rose, which resembled the one he had gotten for Hikaru a couple
of years ago when she had come down with the flu and had to stay
in bed for a couple of days. He picked up the Shinzaho. As he
did so, the room disappeared and he was back out in the hall,
where Prisma was waiting.
The Priestess breathed a sigh of relief. "I was right about
your love for Hikaru. If you didn't love your sister so much,
then you never would have come up with the answer to that
riddle. Some of the smartest people have passed through that
door, and never returned."
Prisma walked Yusuke out to the shrine's entrance.
"There he is!" Umi exclaimed, pointing.
The group watched, as Yusuke raced across the yard, holding
up the jewled rose.
"Isn't that..." Moeagaru started to say.
"yes," Yusuke said, "an exact copy of the one I gave to her
two years ago."
"Now, we can rescue Hikaru!" Umi exclaimed.
"First we need to perform the ceremony," Hikaraseru said. "We
will have to meet back here tomorrow with all four Shinzaho."

"Yatta!" Hikaru shouted excitedly, jumping up and
inadvertantly punching Mozenrath in the process. She didn't know
whether she was more happy that the group had found all four
Shinzaho, or because she now knew the answer to that confounded
riddle. She turned, to see Mozenrath, who had one hand over his
throbbing jaw. He glared at her. "Oops...I didn't mean..."
"I wouldn't celebrate just yet, Princess," he said. "There's
still one night left to work my magic."
"But they found all four of the Shinzaho," Hikaru reminded
the sorcerer. "You're goin down."
"They still need the 4 Shinzaho to perform the ceremony and
find you," Mozenrath said.
"What are you getting at?" Hikaru demanded.
"What if one or more Shinzaho were to turn up missing?"
"You wouldn't..." But Hikaru knew better. HE certainly would.
"We'll be together forever," Mozenrath said, as he turned
Hikaru to face him, and kissed her passionately.
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That night Hikaru's friends decided they might as well stay in
Cosmos. They all stayed comfortably in Queen Hikaraseru's
Palace. Just before everyone turned in for the night the Queen
gathered them together.
"I want to thank you all for everything you've done. Because
of great and brave friends like you I will soon have my daughter
back. My children are my world." She said and her gaze rested on
Yusuke. "The fact that each one of you has risked your life for
my family deeply touches my heart. I always knew my little
Hikaru was special....just look at all the lives she has touched
over just the last couple of months." Hikaraseru gestured
grandly with both arms. "I truly can never thank you enough."

"We would do it all again in a second." Aladdin told her.

"Speak for yourself." Iago mumbled. He was perched on Genie's
shoulder, so Genie casually flicked him away.

"Hikaru is very important to all of us." Moeagaru said,
lowering her head a bit. It was clear how worried she was.
Jasmine reached out to give her a hug, trying to show her
support.

"We WILL save her and have her back tomorrow." Mamoru said
with all his certainty.

"I think we should all rest up for what lies ahead."
Hikaraseru told the group. Everyone agreed and said their
goodnights.


******************************

Mozenrath had been going back and forth with Hikaru for at least
twenty minutes, but this time it was on purpose. He did
everything he could to make sure she kept fighting and resisting
him and what he said. He wanted to tire her out so he could put
his plan into action. He could see how tired she was becoming.
She couldn't walk straight and ran some of her words together,
yet she still fought her sleepiness. Mozenrath took one of her
arms to guide her over to the bed.

"Stop touching me!" Hikaru insisted. "I don't even wanna go to
bed." She blinked her eyes rapidly, trying to clear her vision.

"Just trying to help." Mozenrath said, putting on an innocent
face.

"Yeah I know you love cuddling up beside me, you sickko."
Hikaru snapped. She felt another wave of dizzying exhaustion hit
her and she sat down at the end of her bed.
Mozenrath took full advantage of her position. He kissed her
deeply, knowing how she hated that. Of course her lips
responded, betraying her. "If you don't stop that..." She
started as soon as he broke the kiss. Good, she was resisting
just as planned.

"What are you going to do?" He egged her on.

"I...." She searched for words.

"I think you're too sleepy to do anything." Mozenrath said
smugly.

"But later I'll....get you." Hikaru weakly threatened.

Mozenrath leaned toward her, knowing what he was about to do
should push the Princess over the edge. He somewhat gently laid
her back so that she was flat on the bed. Hikaru didn't seem to
have the energy to shove him away even if she could. Her eyes
were still open, but they looked cloudy. They had the glaze of a
heavily medicated patient. But Hikaru struggled to not give in
to how exhausted she felt. Her strong will was at work, being
stretched to it's limits. Mozenrath hovered just a couple of
inches above Hikaru. He had crawled up onto the bed with her and
held himself up from touching her using both his arms and his
legs. His aim wasn't to scare her, but she did start to breathe
harder the closer he got.

"What are you doing?" She got out, trying to lift her head.

Mozenrath started kissing her neck instead of saying anything.
He could tell Hikaru wanted to move, but both the crown and her
tiredness prevented it. He moved his lips up her neck to her
jawline.

"Stop....pervert." Hikaru whispered. Her eyelids were drooped
and even in her current situation her entire body felt relaxed.
Mozenrath smiled and continued his tactic. He found her mouth
and kissed her again. His lips vibrated against hers, she was
trying to say something. And the wizard noticed she was slightly
moving her fingers. This girl had a will of iron! He still was
not pressed against her, for he thought that would be going too
far. No, all he wanted was to be able to give his orders without
the Princess's commentary. Finally Mozenrath felt Hikaru's lips
loosen. She couldn't fight it anymore, the crowns magic did it's
job and she was fast asleep.

"There, that's a good princess." Mozenrath smirked, scooting
away from her sleeping form. He snapped his fingers and right
away Xerxes zoomed in. "I have a job for you." Mozenrath told
him with his usual detached tone.


*****************************


Back in Hikaraseru's palace Aladdin woke up from a restless
sleep. He had just had a nightmare. In it he and the others had
failed to save Hikaru. At this point that was his worst fear. No
matter how many times he faced obstacles and overcame enemies
Aladdin knew that it was very possible to lose, and losing just
once could have dire consequences. He looked over at his wife.
Jasmine was asleep and adorable as always. She had her head
right by Aladdin's shoulder and one arm across his chest. Her
long hair was loose and flowing behind her. Aladdin was
surprised he didn't disturb her when he awoke.

After trying in vain for a few minutes to go back to sleep
Aladdin carefully moved Jasmine's arm over and slipped out of
bed. A drink of water sounded very good to him. As he went down
the long hall and tiptoed down the grand stairs Aladdin wondered
if anyone else was having trouble getting rest. As he approached
the kitchen he thought he heard voices. He wasn't imagining them
either, he saw that someone had lit a lamp and set it on the
kitchen table. When he peered into the room he saw Yusuke,
Hikaraseru and Hikari.

"Welcome to the all-nighters club." Yusuke joked lightly when
he saw Aladdin.

"You guys couldn't sleep either?" Aladdin questioned. They all
shook their heads. Aladdin pulled up a chair and sat down next
to Hikari. "I hate having to wait like this." He muttered.

"So do I. I wish we could have found the Shinzaho sooner."
Yusuke sighed.

"Yes, it troubles me not knowing what Hikaru's going through.
She is very strong, but it's part of being a mother that makes
me want to shelter her and help her right when she needs it."
Hikaraseru spoke up.

"I bet that filthy wizard is just stalling for time." Aladdin
said. He kept his voice low but his anger shone in his eyes.
"Having us go all over searching for the 4 Shinzaho. He doesn't
want to face us."

"Of course not. He knows we always win." Hikari replied
matter-of-factly.

Aladdin had the gold heart Shinzaho in his pocket. He kept
reaching down every few minutes making sure it was safe.
Moeagaru, Yusuke and Mamoru each carefully guarded theirs as
well. It was decided that each person keep the Shinzaho on them
at all times. That way none of the little trinkets could get
lost.

Just then they heard something, it sounded like a soft thud.
They looked at each other and then all around them. Suddenly
Xerxes shot out of a hallway and started going in circles around
Yusuke. "Hey!" Hikaru's brother yelled, forgetting how late it
was. The slimy creature was actually sniffing him! He was
looking for Yusuke's Shinzaho. Yusuke had it in one fist and it
didn't take Xerxes long to sniff it out.

"Give flower!" He ordered.

"Get deodorant." Yusuke responded. The eel was not only pesky
but he also smelled awful.

"There's no way you're taking anything, you slimy fish!"
Aladdin told Xerxes. The eel moved to Aladdin. He slapped him in
the face with his scaly tail and went for Aladdin's Shinzaho.

"No!" Hikari sprang into action. She shot her magic at Xerxes,
causing him to run into a wall. He wasn't ready to give up,
swishing back over to Yusuke.

"Must get for Master!" He croaked out. The creature lunged at
Yusuke, grabbing the little flower in his mouth.

"I won't allow that!" Queen Hikaraseru swiftly stood up and
shot her shockwave in Xerxes direction. She had wonderful aim
and missed Yusuke even though the eel was so close. Xerxes
whined loudly, wiggling in pain. He didn't want to face
Mozenrath after failing but he wasn't too happy about being
shocked or fried on what was supposed to be a simple order
either. He glared at the four and made a quick get-away.

"That was close." Yusuke let out his breath.

"I don't think this is over yet." Aladdin told the others.
"Mozenrath never gives up easily. I'll be surprised if we can
make it until morning without --"

Hikaraseru cut in, "We must think positively. We have come too
far just to have the Shinzaho taken away."

"Right, we will make it and we will rescue Hikaru." Hikari
stated.


************************

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru sat at a desk in the library, studying her math homework.
Suddenly, Mozenrath appeared.

"Mozenrath!" she exclaimed. "No matter what you say or do, I'm
not going with you!"

Mozenrath just smiled evilly. "I'm afraid you don't have a
choice," he said. "But, I'm going to be fair this time." He
handed her a page with what looked to be several math problems.
"If you take this exam and get every question right, I'll never
bother you again. If you get any questions wrong, you'll be mine
forever." He handed the test to Hikaru. "And by the way," he
said, "for every answer you get wrong, one of your friends will
die a horrible death." He gestured to a sort of light fixture in
the ceiling, where all Hikaru's friends were hanging.

Hikaru took the exam. There wasn't much else she could do.
Mozenrath had her where he wanted her...at his mercy.
She looked at the problems and sighed with relief. They were
simple arithmetic. This, she could do.

"2+2," she said, "that's easy! 4!" She wrote her answer.

"Sorry," Mozenrath said, "That's incorrect."

"What?" Hikaru was confused.

"2+2 doesn't always equal 4," Mozenrath said. He snapped his
fingers, and a sword flew at Aladdin, impaling him. Mozenrath
sighed, relieved. "I'm so happy you're bad at math," he said,
"it gave me a chance to kill my worst enemy."

"No!" Hikaru screamed.

"Try the next one," Mozenrath said.

"5+7," Hikaru said. "12." She wrote her answer.

"No," Mozenrath said, "This time, it's going to equal 4."
Snapping his fingers, he tightened the rope around Mamoru's neck
until he choked to death.

It went on like this. Hikaru tried the math problems, but every
time she put down what had been the answer as far back as she
could remember, Mozenrath would shake his head and tell her that
in this case, the answer was different. So far, Genrou, Kaze,
Umi and Hanako were left.

"I'll leave you alone if you get this one problem right," he
pointed to a very simple one. "Get it wrong, and all the rest of
your friends will die and you will belong to me."

"0+0" Hikaru wrote down the answer 0.

Mozenrath snapped his fingers, causing the now very bloody light
fixture to fall to the ground, crushing the last of her friends.
He laughed evilly. "I knew this would be the perfect way to get
you," he said. "Now you're mine forever!" He zapped chains onto
Hikaru and disappeared with her.
***End Dream Sequence***

Hikaru rolled over in her sleep, and cringed slightly. If she
ever liked math, she was now definately cured of that.
Mozenrath was asleep beside her, holding tight to her. She knew
that if she tried to escape, the crown would either hold her
back, or he would wake up.

***Dream Sequence***
Hikaru walked through the kingdom of Genbu. It was colder here
than in the other three quadrents, but Hikaru still felt a warm
feeling inside her.
She spotted VesVes and hurried to meet the star fairy.

"Hikaru!" VesVes greeted the Princess.
"VesVes!" Hikaru said cheerfully. The two headed into the Genbu
palace, where they met Hikitsu and Tomite.

"The nightmare's just about over," Tomite said.

"You are very strong, Princess," Hikitsu said. "Anybody else
would have fallen completely under Mozenrath's control by now."

"What's 2+2?" Hikaru asked.

"4." Tomite said. "It's always been 4, except for in strange
twisted nightmares."

Hikaru sighed with relief, although she still did not like math.

"Tomorrow, your friends will come for you," Hikitsu said. "It
will look hopeless at first, but keep the faith."

"I know Mozenrath will try to get me to..."

"He will not succeed," Tomite said.

"But the crown..."

"You have the power to destroy the crown," Hikitsu said. "You'll
know when the time comes. Keep in mind what the other
constelations have told you. Good will triumph again."

"Are you ready, Hikaru?" VesVes asked.

"Yes," Hikaru said, determined.
***End Dream Sequence***

Hikaru awoke to the unmistakable feel of Mozenrath's lips
against her own. Her eyes shot open.

"Good morning, Princess," he smiled, stroking her hair.
Hikaru sat up. "Only desperate people behave like that, you
know," she said.
"You must like that word, desparate. You use it a lot."
"Only around you, because it describes you perfectly...that
and obsessed psycho."
"And right now, 'out of luck' describes you. YOur friends no
longer have all the Shinzaho." Mozenrath laughed.
Hikaru's face fell. "Well, whatever it takes," she said,
"I'll get away from you! You can't keep me forever!"
"I think I can," Mozenrath smiled, crossing his arms.
"And I think you're an evil sadistic psycho loser with no
life, who can't get a girlfriend on his own. But what I THINK
doesn't effect you." Hikaru stuck her tongue out defiantly.
"Careful what you do with that tongue."
Hikaru pulled her tongue in quickly. "Don't BUG me," she
said, folding her arms.
"You do realize, YOU started it..."
"No, YOU started it!" Hikaru said angrily. "You started it
the MINUTE you caused that sandstorm in Agrabah!"
"Oh I started way before then, just not with you. That storm
was just my comeback. And it's nothing compared to what I'll do
the next time I see Aladdin." Mozenrath laughed, just thinking
about it.
"Aladdin will defeat you, and you will burn in Hades!"
"No, this time I have more than the upper hand. I can't lose.
I will take him out and then I'll go for your boy toy."
"How can you talk about killing as if it were a recreational
sport!" Hikaru cried.
"Because killing Aladdin has been my number one goal for
years!" His eyes lit up with rage. "Now more people have gotten
in my way, so I'll deal with them too. ...Maybe killing is sort
of like a sport. One I'm very good at."
Just then, Xerxes flew into the room.
"Xerxes! I trust you bring good news." He glanced at Hikaru.
"It's too late for you now. Your fate is sealed."
"I failed you," Xerxes said with regret.
"What!? You moronic excuse for a sidekick! You couldn't
handle just one simple task? I'll fry you for this!"
Hikaru couldn't help but laugh. "Guess we were a bit overly
confident," she said.
"This isn't over yet, Princess!"

Back in Cosmos, the group awoke and set out for the shrine.
"Only Aladdin, Moeagaru, Yusuke and Mamoru can pass through
the doors and perform the ceremony," Hikaraseru explained.
"What about you?" Jasmine questioned. "You are her mother,
afterall."
"Only the four possessing the Shinzaho, along with a
Priestess, can be in the room while the ceremony is being
performed. Bystanders may disrupt the Aura and taint the spell."
The group continued to walk, and approached the shrine's
courtyard. But once Aladdin set one foot on the grass, vines
rose up, trapping him, squeezing his neck.
"Aladdin!" Jasmine shouted, rushing to him.
"Jasmine!" Hikaraseru shouted, but it was too late. More
vines rose up and trapped her as well.
Moeagaru shot her fire whip at the vines, but she only
succeeded in flying up in the air, and hanging from the fire
whip.
Queen Hikaraseru took out a gold sceptar with a crystal, much
like Hikaru's, which sat on a base that looked like a beautiful
golden sun. "Solar wave escelation!" she shouted. Her powerful
attack severed the vines, freeing Aladdin, Jasmine and Moeagaru.
"That was close," Genie said.
"We better keep our eyes peeled," Aladdin said. "It looks
like Mozenrath isn't giving up without a fight."

Mozenrath made a fist, and punched a nearby wall. "I didn't
count on the 'good witch' being there," he grumbled.
"What did you expect?" Hikaru said, "she is my mother."
"I should have been more prepared for her. But, no matter. I
have more for them to face."

The group continued on, through the courtyard, when who
should appear, but the evil witch Beryl!" Stop where you are!"
she commanded. "You may have the Shinzaho, but you will never
save Princess Hikaru."
"Beryl..." the others said in unison.
"But I thought Mamoru..." Iago began.
"Dumb loud parrot!" Beryl laughed. "I'm just a copy of the
original Beryl. Almost as powerful as the real thing, and
powerful enough to carry out Mozenrath's order. To KILL every
last one of you! Mamoru, I believe I owe you for what you did to
my original." She shot a bolt of lightning at Mamoru, but he
ducked just in time.
Mamoru took out his bow and loaded an arrow onto it. He shot
it at the witch, but she vanished and reappeared, once the arrow
had passed.
"You fool!" she said, "do you honestly think I'll let you use
your powers on me? Mozenrath was watching and saw what you did
to the original Beryl. You won't be so lucky now!" Raising a
hand, she shot several black darts at the group. "Die!" she
shouted.
Queen Lune Venus took action here. Copy or not, Beryl
originated from the dark side of the moon. It was up to her to
eliminate this witch.
"Moon gorgeous meditation!" she shouted. Her attack hit Beryl
in the chest. The witch screamed, as her body broke up and
disappeared.

Mozenrath growled in frustration. "The only thing I hate more
than pesky redheads is power happy Moon Queens."
"You hate redheads?" Hikaru was surprised at this. "Had I
known that..." she ran a hand through her own blonde hair.
"Wouldn't work. I'd still go for you; you are too powerful to
let slip by."
"Darn!" Hikaru said, disappointed. Oh, well. Hikaru liked her
golden hair anyway.

"We're almost there!" Aladdin pointed. The group hurried to
the steps of the shrine. One by one, Aladdin, Moeagaru, Yusuke
and Mamoru clensed themselves before entering the shrine.

Inside the shrine, Prisma led the four to a special room with
an altar.
"Place your Shinzaho on the alter," she commanded.
Aladdin went first, placing his golden heart on the alter. He
knew he was like an older brother to Hikaru. The two had a lot
in common, more, he thought, than Hikaru even realized.
Next, Mamoru stepped up. He had loved Hikaru for years, and
had always tried to protect her. From villians like Mozenrath or
Kiba-Okami, and had been there for simple things like when she
would fall and scrape her knee. It wasn't until the first time
Kiba-Okami kidnapped the princess three years ago that he
realized this was the person he wanted to spend the rest of his
life with. Of course, she was still too young to be thinking
about anyone in that way, but he had waited for her, and she was
well worth the wait. He placed his silver crystal on the altar,
next to Aladdin's gold heart.
Moeagaru was next. Not only was she one of the sworn
protectors of the High Princess, but she and Hikaru had become
very close. The two would play together, getting into their fair
share of mischief. Hikaru usually came to Moeagaru to confide
her secrets to. Moeagaru had agreed to always walk with Hikaru
after dark in the Five Kingdoms, after Kiba-Okami attacked. And
it was Moeagaru, that time when everybody had vanished, who was
the last one left with Hikaru. She had encouraged the High
Princess to be strong and never give up, before she willingly
set out to be captured. And it was Hikaru, who on several
occasions, kept Moeagaru from losing her temper. It was also
Hikaru who had helped Moeagaru see that she could still be a
good protector even if she was dating someone. Moeagaru set the
red heart necklace on the altar next to the gold heart and the
silver crystal.
Lastly, Yusuke stepped up. His little sister meant the world
to him. If anybody did anything to cause her harm, he would let
them know, and even broke Mozenrath's arm for what the sorcerer
put his sister through. Yusuke set the pink flower next to the
gold heart, the silver crystal and the red heart pendent.
"Now," Prisma said, "join hands over the alter."
The four joined their hands, forming a star over the altar.
Prisma recited a couple of verses, as the four closed their
eyes, concentrating on Hikaru. A white light shot up, making a
map appear. Then, each Shinzaho floated to its rightful owner.
Aladdin's heart flew to him, disappearing inside his body.
Mamoru's crystal floated to him, then rested on the handle of
his powerful sword. Moeagaru put on the pendent, and Yusuke's
pink rose disappeared inside his body.
"The map will tell you exactly where Hikaru is," Prisma said.
"Waste no time in bringing her home."

"I can't believe they made it this far," Mozenrath said in
frustration. "I guess I will get my chance to kill them, even
sooner than expected."
"There's more of them than there are of you," Hikaru pointed
out.
"If I kill even one of your friends I will be victorious.
Besides, I do have help."
"What do you mean?" Hikaru asked, even though she was afraid
of the answer.
"I have my manlucks, and of course...you."
"I will never help you!" Hikaru shouted.
"I don't think you have much choice," Mozenrath said,
doubling the power of the crown.
Hikaru sat back down, very close to Mozenrath.
"You see?" he said. "Like it or not, you're on my side now."

Outside, the group studied the map.
"It looks like the mountains just beyond the Seiryuu
quadrent," Mamoru observed.
"What's with the palace?" Yusuke asked. "It looks like..."
"No doubt that sicko is doing everything in his power to keep
Hikaru there," Moeagaru said.
"We've got no time to waste," Hikaraseru said. She and the
four princesses teleported everybody directly to Hikaru's
location.

The group had arrived in Hikaru's fake bedroom.
"Well, if it isn't Aladdin, and his peanut gallery!"
Mozenrath said. "You're too late. Hikaru has joined forces with
me. Guess she got tired of waiting."
Hikaraseru took this time to get a good look at her daughter.
HEr body looked relaxed, but in the depths of her eyes, the
Queen saw that her daughter was struggling. "You liar!"
Hikaraseru screamed. "You have her under a spell!"
"So what if I do?" Mozenrath said calmly. "Doesn't matter. By
this time tomorrow, you'll all be dead, and Hikaru and I will
rule the world."
"You sick son of a jackel!" Aladdin shouted, stepping
forward.
"Get...out...while there's still time..." Hikaru forced out.
"We're not leaving without you!" Moeagaru shouted. "Not after
we've gotten so far!"
"Save yourselves..." Hikaru said.
Mozenrath used this oportunity to make a sword appear. He
handed it to Hikaru. "I want everybody in this room dead!" he
commanded.
Hikaru advanced on Aladdin. "Please leave..." she begged, as
she advanced on him. "I don't wanna do this..."
"Hikaru!" he said, "we wanna help you!"
"You can't..." Hikaru said. "It's...the crown..."
"Hikaru," Yusuke put a hand on Hikaru's arm. "You don't have
to do this!"
Hikaru jerked her arm, sending Yusuke flying. She advanced
closer to Aladdin.
Aladdin grabbed one of Hikaru's books, and threw it hard at
the crown, but the crown wouldn't budge.
Mozenrath laughed. "The crown is one of my best creations,"
he bragged. "Only I can remove it."
Hikaru continued to chase Aladdin. Jasmine, Moeagaru and
Hikaraseru had all tried to stop her, but Hikaru had knocked
them all back.
Finally, Hikaru had Aladdin pinned to a wall. She drew back
the sword...

"No matter what Mozenrath says," Tamahome said, "please
remember that evil may have small victories at times, but good
always triumphs."

"Tamahome..." Hikaru said, as she pulled the sword back. Her
body pulsated, and she took a step backward.
"Hikaru!" Mozenrath shouted, "what are you waiting for!
Finish him off!"
Hikaru slowly brought the sword forward again.

"Your friends love you, you know," Soi said.
"But they always have to risk their lives for me," Hikaru
said.
"They risk their lives for you because they love you," Nakago
said. "You know that. And you would do the same for them."

"Soi...Nakago..." Hikaru said, as her body pulsated again.
The arm holding the sword started to go limp.
Mozenrath swore. "Kill him!" he shouted. "Kill Aladdin!"
Hikaru raised her arm again.

"Hikaru," Tatara said, "you care more about others than you
do yourself. Out of all your powers, that, alone is your
greatest weapon."

"Tatara..." Hikaru said, pulling the sword back and away from
Aladdin.
"I want Aladdin dead!" Mozenrath screamed.
Once more, Hikaru raised the sword.

"You have the power to destroy the crown," Hikitsu said.
"You'll know when the time comes. Keep in mind what the other
constelations have told you. Good will triumph again."

"Hikitsu..." Hikaru said, stepping back, and bringing the
sword away from Aladdin. "No!" she screamed. "I will not be
under your control any longer! The constelations were right! In
the name of Suzaku, Seiryuu, Byakko, Genbu, Tamahome, Cosmos,
and all that is sacred! You will NOT win!" As Hikaru spoke these
words, she threw the sword at Mozenrath. The sword barely missed
him, sticking into the wall behind him. Next, a white Aura
emitted from Hikaru's body, shattering the crown. Hikaru fell to
her knees. She was free at last.

Mozenrath was furious! The crown had been fool-proof! He
thought for sure it could overcome Hikaru's will.
"Your strong will may have kept you from killing your
friends, Princess," he said, "but you forget, I'm still here.
You couldn't kill Aladdin, so I guess I'll have to. You want
something done right..." Mozenrath shot a powerful blast
directly at Aladdin.
Aladdin immediately fell to the ground, blood spewing
everywhere.

"Aladdin!!" Jasmine saw the blast hit him, but it took her a
moment to register what was happening. There was blood all
over.... too much blood. She ran to her husband's side, not
caring at this point if Mozenrath was still firing. Jasmine fell
to her knees by Aladdin. His eyes were closed, just like he was
asleep but Jasmine knew deep down it was much worse. She grabbed
one of his hands, holding it tight. Was he suffering? His hand
was still warm, but lifeless. Jasmine bent over him, elevating
his head and hugging it to her chest. She held onto a shred of
hope...until she couldn't feel him breathing. "No..." She
whispered, rocking back and forth. He couldn't be dead. Not
Aladdin.

"Jasmine?" Genie flew up beside her. He put a gentle hand on
her back, looking sadly down at Aladdin's body.

"NO!" The Princess screamed, sobbing uncontrollably. She still
held onto Aladdin, and buried her face in his neck. She felt as
if the entire world just caved in around her. She was crying so
much she could no longer see, and she tuned out all the noise
around her, going into shock.

All the happy times she and Aladdin had shared whirled through
her head. "It can't be over, not yet." She murmured softly.
Cassim and Destiny appeared in some of those memories...what
about them? They needed Aladdin as much as she did. She couldn't
even begin to imagine life without him. The thought of life
became a black void. Jasmine felt lost in it, no longer seeing,
hearing or even thinking clearly. She felt as if she couldn't
even breathe. All she could do was cling to her love and sob. In
one second she had lost everything.

Some part of her recognized someone's hand on her arm. Jasmine
didn't even look up.

Hikaru stood, in shock. It wasn't supposed to end this way!
Yes, people died, but not like this! This couldn't be happening!
It had to be another nightmare! But Hikaru knew it wasn't. Out
of all the times Hikaru had seen Aladdin die in her dreams, his
real death hurt a multitude of times more. Hikaru started to
cry, but when she saw Jasmine, she willed herself to stop. She
would cry later, but for now, she had to be strong. Whatever she
was feeling, Jasmine had to be hurting so much more.
Hikaru felt a comforting arm around her shoulders. She
turned. "Mama..." she said softly.

Aladdin rose up above the scene, not believing what had
happened. He couldn't be... No! He wouldn't believe it!
"Aladdin!" He heard his mother's voice from somewhere up
above. But, he wasn't ready to go. Too many people depended on
him here on Earth. His friends, and not to mention his wife and
kids. What would they do without him?
Aladdin looked down at his now lifeless body. Jasmine was
holding onto him, sobbing hysterically. He couldn't leave her!
He had to get a message to her somehow. He wasn't sure if he
could talk to her now, but he was sure he could communicate with
Hikaru.
He glanced at the High Princess. He could tell she was doing
her best not to cry, and he understood exactly why. He was about
to try and talk to her, when her mother approached , putting a
comforting arm around Hikaru. He watched as Queen Hikaraseru
whispered something to her daughter. After a couple minutes,
Hikaraseru approached Mozenrath and Hikaru approached the
sobbing Jasmine. Hikaru put a hand on Jasmine's arm. At first,
Jasmine didn't respond. But after a couple of minutes, Hikaru
said something to Jasmine. Jasmine looked skeptical at first,
but Hikaru was insistant.
"Aladdin!" Aladdin heard his mother again. HE started to rise
up, but after a couple of minutes, he was pulled back down. The
next thing he knew, he was staring up into the faces of Hikaru,
JAsmine and Genie. The others were gathered around him a bit
further away.

Mozenrath laughed, as he saw his worst enemy die. He watched
as JAsmine threw herself on the lifeless body, and he laughed.
THen, he noticed Hikaru, trying not to cry. He'd see how much
she cried when he killed her precious Mamoru. He took aim, but
just before he was ready to fire a powerful blast at the
Moonlight Knight, Queen Hikaraseru approached him, looking very
angry.
"How dare you..." she said in a low tone. She slapped the
sorcerer across the face.
"I'm bad," Mozenrath said. "Misery is what I do." He took a
swing at Hikaraseru, but she quickly grabbed him by the wrist,
lifting him up and throwing him.
"Mama..." Hikaru had never seen her mother use such a
fighting technique, before. But then, Cosmos had pretty much
lived in peace since after the attack ten years prior. Hikaru
quickly ran to help her mother.
"You won't get away with that!" Mozenrath screamed, getting
to his feet.
Hikaru and her mother joined hands. "Double super kick!" they
shouted, kicking Mozenrath across the room.
Mozenrath was then faced with Moeagaru, Yusuke and Mamoru.
Yusuke waved his hand, and his Shinzaho appeared. He waved it in
the air, sending thorns flying at the sorcerer. Mozenrath tried
to dodge them!
"Ruby lightning!" Moeagaru called, sending a red lightning
bolt at the sorcerer. Mozenrath ran, but Mamoru tripped him up
with his whip. The lightning bolt zapped him. He looked up to
see the odango-headed Lune Venus.
"Crecent cascade!" Lune Venus shouted, sending powerful moon
beams at Mozenrath. HE ran, trying to avoid these attacks.
HE started to make an escape, but something hit him, knocking
him over. He looked up to see Jasmine. And she wasn't even
wearing her amulet! Mozenrath swore.
"Solar shockwave!" Hikaraseru cried, sending her shockwave at
Mozenrath. "Don't say that in front of my children!" she
commanded.
Then... "Super spirit gun!" Mozenrath was startled. He knew
that voice.
"Aladdin!" HE looked to see, that not only was Aladdin still
alive, but there was no sign of him having been killed. "How..."
"Why don't you look it up?" Hikaru said, "you're good at
researching my whole life anyway. Rainbow Whip!" Hikaru sent a
rainbow, which tripped up the sorcerer again. "You're not just
going to run away like a coward," she said. "I decide where you
go, and I think you have a friend to visit. Now, make sure you
two play nice!" Hikaru zapped Mozenrath away.
"You didn't...did you?" Genie asked.
"Yes, I did," Hikaru said. "I can't use my sceptar on him
yet...I think his will is maybe as strong as mine. It'll happen
someday, but until it does, instant gratification will have to
do."
"Hikaru," Hikaraseru said reproachfully. "What did you do?"
"Just sent him to see his best friend in the whole world,
Mama," Hikaru smiled. "Remember Kiba-Okami?"

Mozenrath appeared back at his castle. He ached from head to
toe. But he wasn't dead in the water yet. He would have to come
up with a new plan. "You will be mine, Hikaru," he said.
"You've got that all wrong," said Kiba-Okami, coming into the
room. "Hikaru's going to be mine."
"Get out of my kingdom!" Mozenrath shouted. "I don't allow
mutts!"
"I am not a mutt, you sissy!"
Mozenrath zapped Kiba-Okami. "I don't need this from you," he
said.
"Awww...did Hikaru's friends beat you again? No wonder Hikaru
doesn't like you. She's better off with me."
"I told you," Mozenrath said, "she doesn't go for drooling
mutts, and that's a fact!"
"You can't have her!" Kiba-Okami said, "I saw her first."
"Actually," Mozenrath said, "I think I did. She was four when
I first saw her."
"Four year olds are only good for food," Kiba-Okami said.
"Girls eleven and up are good for..."
Mozenrath zapped Kiba-Okami. "You better not so much as touch
my Hikaru!"
"She's not yours! You think everything's yours! But it's
not!"
"Well, you think every tree is a bathroom," Mozenrath said.
Kiba-Okami lunged at Mozenrath. Mozenrath used his magic to
create a large flame, stopping the wolf demon in his tracks.
"Checkmate," Mozenrath said.

A couple days later, the group was still in Cosmos.
Hikaraseru had decided that everybody needed some vacation time
after the last few days.
Hikaru walked down the hall. Aladdin and Jasmine were walking
the other direction. Hikaru ran to Aladdin and gave him a big
hug.
"What was that for?" he asked.
"I'm still very grateful that you're alive," Hikaru said.
"It's all thanks to you," Jasmine said. "How did you do it?"
"Apparently," Hikaru said, "you can heal a person until their
soul has entered Heaven. Aladdin didn't feel ready to die, so I
think he stayed around. Good thing he did. And good thing I'm
rid of that crown.
"I noticed you recited a few of the constelations before the
crown exploded," Aladdin said. "Can I ask why?"
"They came to me in my dreams. I usually have
nightmares...horrible nightmares...when Mozenrath kidnaps me,
but the constelations helped me through my dreams."
"Hikaru!" Mamoru, Moeagaru and Yusuke joined the group.
"We're going to the Crystal Heart Cafe to sing Karaoke,"
Yusuke said. "Want to join us?"
"Is Tamahome my favourite constelation?" Hikaru asked, as she
joined them.

