Adventures in Agrabah - Part 17 - Adventure in Sairou: Anything Can Happen


Jasmine and Aladdin both sat in the kitchen, each with a baby on
their lap. Jasmine was feeding Cassim and Aladdin was feeding
Destiny. They wanted to spend some time with the twins before
they left for Sairou. Aladdin was tickling his little girl,
getting her to eat more. Suddenly Destiny sneezed and the food
that had been in her mouth splatted onto Aladdin's vest. Jasmine
saw the look on his face and began laughing. She tried to cover
that fact by putting her hand over her mouth. She had forgotten
her hand was covered in baby food.

"Ick." Jasmine pulled her hand away, making a face. Now it was
Aladdin's turn to laugh. He bounced Destiny on his knee while he
shrugged off his dirty vest.

"What? You don't like the carrot flavor?" Aladdin teased as
Jasmine grabbed a towel to wipe off her face.

"Actually....no." She shook her head. "But, Cassim enjoys it."
She gave the baby a kiss on the forehead.

Just then Genie popped into the kitchen. "Hey, aren't we about
to leave?" He asked, looking around.

"As soon as the girls are ready." Aladdin told him.

"They're still upstairs." Genie said. "Al, what happened to
you?" He motioned to the vest on the floor.

"Baby attack." Aladdin laughed.

"Ahh." Genie made funny faces at the twins. They loved him and
he always made them laugh. "Did you do that?" He asked Destiny
in his best baby voice. Destiny nodded, apparently proud of her
big sneeze. Genie took the baby from Aladdin and zoomed her
around like she was a mini jet. "You should get changed buddy,
before Umi sees ya." He told Aladdin.

"What?" Aladdin gave the Genie a confused look.

"Well we do need to be ready to leave." Jasmine cut in before
Genie could explain.

"All right. I'll just go grab another vest." Aladdin shrugged.

Genie held out Destiny. "Baby coming in for a landing!" He set
her down and scooped up Cassim from Jasmine for his turn flying.

***********************
Ten minutes later everyone was ready. Sadira had arrived and the
group were arranging their bags.

"How long are we stayin'?" Iago asked, over the girls
talking.

"Not sure." Aladdin answered. "They are having a festival all
week."

"I hope Prince Keisuke is as nice as he sounds." Jasmine
commented.

"Oh he is." Genrou assured her.

"He has to be nice to willingly invite all of us into his
home." Aladdin pointed out.

Genie loaded the last two bags and yelled for everyone to "get
on board." The Sultan and Rasoul stood by to see them off.

"Father, I hope the twins won't be too much trouble." Jasmine
fretted, leaning over Carpet. She kissed her dad goodbye.

"Non-sense, I love taking care of them." The Sultan insisted.

"I'm so excited!" Kaze exclaimed.

"Me too, this should be great." Umi agreed.

"Hold on to your hats gals and pals, we're off!" Genie
announced, and Carpet took off with the flying horses right
behind it.

Once in Sairou, the group was welcomed by Prince Keisuke.
Koutoku, and a blonde girl, about 13 or 14 were with him.
"Welcome!" he said to the travelors. "Genrou has told me so
much about you!"
"All good, I hope," Hikaru laughed.
"Well, he did mention something about a parrot, but other
than that..."
"Hey!" Iago said, "Whacha been saying about me, Genrou!"
"Koutoku," Aladdin said, changing the subject, "I'm glad you
could make it, too!"
"Who's she?" Hikaru gestured to the blonde girl.
"My name is Princess Yui," Yui said. "I'm princess of
Hokkan."
"Hokkan," Hikaru repeated. "So, you must be the master over
Genbu?"
"Yes," Yui said, "I see you study the Saint Beasts, too."
"One of my favourite subjects," Hikaru said.
"Yui is the youngest to ever gain control of a Saint Beast,"
Keisuke said. "She is just thirteen, and at the top of her
class."
Yui blushed slightly. "I have just one more week of summer
vacation," she explained. "The festival will help me loosen up a
bit before school starts."
"Would you guys like to go on a tour of the kingdom after you
refresh yourselves?"
"That would be awesome," Hikaru said.

In the Sairou market, the Princesses were amazed at the
different carts set up.
"Look at all the kawaii jewlery!" Hikaru exclaimed.
"Thanks to Princess Hikaru," Koutoku laughed, "all the
jewlery vendors in my kingdom can put the next ten generations
of their descendents through college."
Everybody laughed.
Hikaru spotted a pink charm bracelet to match the pink
necklace she had bought in Kutou. She rushed over to purchase
the thing, but before she could give the woman her money, Mamoru
stopped her and paid for it instead.

Mozenrath sat, watching the nauseating couple through a
crystal ball. This was the one time he hated spying on Hikaru.
He couldn't stand to see her so happy with the wimpy knight.
"She's supposed to be MINE!" he muttered. He had had Hikaru
under his control once before. That happy time seemed like it
was long ago, but in reality, it had only been a couple of
months.
Hikaru had been devoted to him, at that time. She had agreed
to help him with anything he asked. And the best part was, she
didn't even remember those pesky friends of hers. Mozenrath had
told Hikaru that Aladdin and the others were evil, and not to
trust them. Hikaru had even come close to killing Aladdin and
Jasmine. Yes, for a few short hours, two months ago, Mozenrath's
life had been going perfectly.
"It's all thanks to that blasted Mamoru!" Mozenrath grumbled.
"Because of him, Hikaru went back to those pests she calls her
friends. If it weren't for him...him, and that vapid mermaid!"
Mozenrath pounded his fist. "I hate mermaids as much as I hate
redheads! And she was both!"
Mozenrath leaned back. "I will have Hikaru," he decided.
"She's more powerful now, I saw her powers evolve. Only I
deserve someone as powerful as her. Xerxes!" The slimy eel flew
to his master. "Get ready. We're taking a trip to Sairou."

Later that day, Hikaru, Yui, Hanako, Himeko, Umi, Kaze and
Moeagaru sat, relaxing in a spring.
"This was such a good idea, Yui-san!" Hikaru said. "I haven't
bathed in a spring since I was back home. It's so relaxing!"
"Howcome Sadira and Jasmine didn't join us?" Himeko asked.
"Public baths are unheard of in Agrabah," Umi said. "I think
they felt uneasy about bathing in a spring without their
clothes, in front of us."
"Yui-san," Hikaru said, "do many guys come through here? Back
home, the public baths are surrounded by walls, so guys can't
look." Hikaru coloured slightly.
"No," Yui said, "guys aren't even supposed to be in this
area. And, there's bushes that provide the same privacy as your
walls probably do at home."
"Oh!" Hikaru felt relieved.

In the bushes, Kiba-Okami spied his golden-haired princess.
She was bathing in a spring with her friends. Kiba-Okami
couldn't see anything, because her long hair covered anything he
would want to see.
"What do you think you are doing?" Kiba-Okami turned, to see
Mozenrath, and the sorcerer looked like he was ready to kill the
first thing that moved.
"What's it to ya, punk?" Kiba-Okami demanded.
"Stop drooling at Hikaru!" Mozenrath hissed.
"You don't tell me who to drool at!" Kiba-Okami spat back.
Both were angry, but yelling at each other in loud whispers, so
they wouldn't be noticed.
"Don't you have some flea spray to buy?" Mozenrath said.
"Don't you have some manlucks to go kiss?" Kiba-Okami
retorted.
"I should blast you for that," Mozenrath said, "but I hear
you are fond of fire."
Kiba-Okami froze. "N...not fire!"
"Stay away from Hikaru," Mozenrath commanded. "She is going
to be my Queen!"
"The Hikaru blow-up doll you have, maybe," Kiba-Okami shot
back.
"No, THAT ONE!" Mozenrath pointed to Hikaru. "why don't you
go back to the forest where you can help your dog friends clean
themselves!"
"Why don't you go back to Cosmos where you can get beat up by
four-year-olds!"
"The difference between us is that *I* continue to grow wiser
and stronger. You seem to just get dimmer."
"The difference between us," Kiba-Okami said, "is that Hikaru
would choose me over you!"
"Choose you over me? Hardly. Even if she couldn't smell you
she would still prefer me."
"Why would she want a sissy-boy backgammon player when she
could have me?" Kiba-Okami turned back to Hikaru, hoping for a
small breeze.
Mozenrath produced a massive flame and threw it at the wolf
demon. Kiba-Okami let out a scream that sounded just like a
woman. Mozenrath did not relent. He went after Kiba-Okami,
throwing fire.

"I saw Sadira and Keisuke took to each other pretty quickly,"
Hanako said.
"Well," Kaze said, "they both, in a sense, have power over
Earth. Sand is earth, isn't it?"
"Of course," Hikaru said. "Hey I wonder if they have a lot in
common. She doesn't say anything, but I can tell Sadira-san
feels left out sometimes when Aladdin and Jasmine are together."
Suddenly, the group heard a woman's scream.
"I wonder who that could be?" Hikaru said.
"I don't know," Moeagaru said. "But I was going to go back to
the palace, anyway and find Genrou. I'll check it out on my
way."
"I'll go with you," Hikaru said.
The two climbed out of the water. Hikaru walked over to a
bush where her towl and clothes lay. Suddenly, she was
face-to-face with Xerxes, who was drooling as usual. "Xerxes!"
she screamed, swatting him.
Moeagaru had heard Hikaru scream the perverted eel's name,
and was dressed and at Hikaru's side in a flash. Hikaru had
grabbed her towl and was covering herself with it.
"You stupid slimy pervert!" Moeagaru screamed, throwing
fireballs at the eel. Xerxes flew off, but Moeagaru stayed in
hot pursuit.

In a nearby alley, Mozenrath had Kiba-Okami backed into a
corner. The sorcerer was holding a huge flame in his hand, and
had it inches away from Kiba-Okami.
"Stay away from Hikaru," he warned. "If I catch you so much
as looking at her I will make you regret being born!"
Kiba-Okami cowered. "Please..." he begged, "Get it away from
me!"
Mozenrath pulled the flame back, a bit. Far enough for
Kiba-Okami to get out of his corner, but close enough to use it
if he needed to. "I'll give you one minute to get your tail out
of here," the sorcerer said between clenched teeth.
Kiba-Okami wasted no time in fleeing the scene.
A few minutes later, Mozenrath saw Xerxes fly past, like a
bat out of Hades. Moeagaru came after him, shooting fireballs,
screaming, "You pervert! How dare you watch Hikaru like that!"

Sadira walked around the Palace lawn with Prince Keisuke. They
had been talking for the last half hour. She found him open and
easy to talk to, she just avoided the subject of her past. Sure
Sadira looked nice now, wearing one of Jasmine's old dresses,
and her hair neatly done. But she wasn't sure what the Prince
would think if he knew she was once a street rat and a thief.

Aladdin and Jasmine were her very best friends. They had been
more than good to her over the years. At one time all Sadira had
wanted in the world was friends. Now she had plenty of them. But
lately she had dared to want more. She longed to find love, real
love. She saw the warmth between Jasmine and Aladdin, and she
had to wonder what that was like. Now Prince Keisuke was
stirring up feelings she hadn't felt since she had that crush on
Aladdin. It wasn't just his looks or his attention. Keisuke was
so nice and he really seemed interested in her....her thoughts,
opinions, likes, dislikes.

"Your kingdom is beautiful." Sadira commented.

"So are you, Sadira." Prince Keisuke whispered.

Sadira's eyes instinctively went to the ground. Had he really
just said that? She smiled up at him shyly. His eyes twinkled
back at her. Their conversation moved to the Saint Beasts and
what Hikaru had taught Sadira, and then to the Five Princesses.
"The girls are great. We've all gotten close and I'll certainly
be sad to see them go...so will Aladdin and Jasmine."

"I'm sure." He replied.

Just when Sadira was letting down her guard and getting
comfortable the Prince asked the dreaded question, "So how did
you meet Aladdin and Jasmine?"

"Uh....well, it was so long ago." She shrugged, but inside she
struggled to come up with a credible answer. "We have been
friends for about six years now." She decided not to go into
detail, then maybe she wouldn't have to lie.

"That's wonderful. True friends are invaluable in life."
Keisuke stated.

"I agree." Sadira nodded. Then the Prince took her hand.
Sadira hoped she wasn't blushing. The two continued to walk hand
in hand.
*************************

Inside Keisuke's palace Jasmine and Aladdin sat in a sun room,
looking at the view. They each had a glass of lemonade and were
deep in conversation about what they wanted to do on this visit.

"I know Hikaru will want to shop, I'm all for going with her
for that." Jasmine smiled.

"Of course. Prince Keisuke has a collection of swords he
promised to show me. Genrou's seen them many times."

"Oh and the festival will have a few rides and great food."
Jasmine brought up.

"We're both going to that." Aladdin winked.

"Right. I don't want to spent too much time apart." Jasmine
told him, leaning in for a kiss.

"Don't you two ever quit!?" Came Iago's irritated voice. He
flew into the room and landed on a chair. "It's disgusting."

"What's wrong Iago? Nothing to do?" Aladdin asked.

"Nah it's time I relaxed from our trip." The bird stated,
spreading out on the chair top.

"You didn't even lift a wing." Jasmine pointed out.

"Yeah, Carpet flew us." Aladdin added.

"So? I'm still tired!" Iago said, rolling his eyes. Abu, who
had been in the floor jumped up into the chair near Iago. He
chattered and raised his little fist at the bird. "Get a life,
Monkey." Iago responded. Abu didn't give up. He tapped Iago with
his tail, and when that didn't work he reached up and stole a
tail feather. "Ouch! Why you little..." Iago cried out and
jumped up. Abu laughed and took off with Iago in hot pursuit.

Aladdin and Jasmine chuckled, watching them go. Seconds later
Moeagaru stormed in and she looked anything but happy. "We saw
Xerxes!" She fumed.

"Xerxes? Great...Mozenrath can't be far behind." Aladdin
groaned.

"Honestly, Hikaru can't go anywhere without that mad man
following her." Jasmine sighed. At that moment Hikaru rushed in,
her hair was still wet from the spring water.

"Xerxes is here." She announced breathlessly.

"We know." Jasmine and Aladdin replied in unison.

"That's our heads up, we know to be on the look out for
Mozenrath." Aladdin said.

"If I see that deranged wizard again I'll set him on
fire....the old fashioned way!" Moeagaru ranted.

"It's okay," Jasmine said in a soothing tone. "You've got us,
and with all the people around this palace, I don't see him
making a move here."

"This place does have better guards." Aladdin mumbled.

"What was that?" Jasmine asked, arching one eyebrow at her
husband.

"Nothing, Sweetheart." Aladdin smiled. "I just am confident
that Hikaru is reasonably safe here. "Just...stay in a group
outside and keep your eyes open." He advised Hikaru.

*************************

An hour later Prince Keisuke had some royal duty to take care
of, so Sadira had to leave his company. She went into the palace
in search of Jasmine. She found her in a sitting room with the
five princesses. "Jasmine?" Sadira got her friend's attention.
"Could I speak to you about something?"

"Sure." Jasmine said pleasantly. She went over to Sadira and
the two found a quiet room to talk.

"I think Prince Keisuke likes me." Sadira blurted out.

"Oh that's terrific!" Jasmine beamed. "Do you like him?"

"Actually...yes." Sadira admitted. She clasped her hands
together nervously.

"Then, why the long face?" Jasmine quieried.

"It's just....well my past." Sadira let out a sigh. "I'm not
sure what I should tell him."

"Sadira, you have to be honest." Jasmine told her.

"But, Aladdin wasn't honest with you from the start." Sadira
countered.

"He was at first. When I met him he didn't hide anything. But
after he found out I was a Princess... well he felt the same way
you do now. He was ashamed of what he was and he thought he had
to lie so I would like him. In the long run it only caused
confusion, and it almost broke us up."

"I see..." Sadira said thoughtfully. "So you weren't honest
with him either?"

"That isn't the point." Jasmine looked away for a moment.
"Even though Aladdin and I both had reasons for our deception it
didn't help the relationship. You should be loved for who you
are, not what you were." Jasmine put a comforting hand on her
friend's shoulder.

"You're right. I guess I should come clean. And I
will...soon."

"I hope things do work out. There's no one I know who's more
deserving of a lasting love." Jasmine told her genuinely.

Hikaru ran a brush through her hair. In an hour, the group
would be going to the festival. She was a bit uneasy about
leaving the palace, knowing that Mozenrath was nearby, but she
decided not to let it get to her. Besides, the best thing she
could do was to stay with someone at all times.
What WAS with that demented wizard, anyway? Hikaru had never
met anyone more obsessed. Except maybe Kiba-Okami, but Mozenrath
even knew more about Hikaru than she would have an obsessed
psycho learn about her. Kiba-Okami, Hikaru was sure, new very
little. About her, and in general.
Hikaru was starting to think that as long as Mozenrath lived,
he'd always be after her, and want to kill Aladdin, Mamoru,
Yusuke and Moeagaru. Hikaru had known about his hatred for
Aladdin, but didn't realize how much he hated the other three
until the last time he had kidnapped her. But, it did make
sense. Mamoru was Hikaru's boyfriend. Plus, it was Mamoru's
arrow that stopped Mozenrath the first time he tried to kidnap
Hikaru. Yusuke had broken Mozenrath's arm. Yusuke was very
protective of his little sister. Just like Moeagaru, Hikaru's
best friend out of the Five Princesses. The two girls had always
been very close, for some reason, and Moeagaru was very
protective of Hikaru. She hated Mozenrath, and Mozenrath hated
her.
"I will have to keep getting stronger," Hikaru said to
herself. "It's the only way, for now." She knew it would be up
to her to finally defeat Mozenrath, once and for all. It would
take a lot, but Hikaru wasn't going to give up. It was her job
to destroy all evil. "I'm not going to worry, though. Vain worry
is a form of weakness."
Hikaru heard a knock at the door.
"Hikaru," it was Moeagaru. "We're leaving in ten minutes."
"I'm coming," Hikaru said, as she headed out.

At the festival, Hikaru, Himeko, Moeagaru, Mamoru, Genrou,
Sadira and Keisuke went off together.
"I wanna try some of the candies they have here!" Hikaru
said.
"Me too!" Himeko said excitedly.
"We can do that," Sadira said, "but Keisuke was telling me
they have Karaoke here, too. Thought you'd like to know before
you eat anything."
"Karaoke!" Hikaru shouted, excitedly.
"And now, the rest of the festival's occupants know they have
it," Moeagaru said.
"Let's do Karaoke first!" Hikaru said. "We'll only do one
song apiece!"
The group headed to the Karaoke tent, where Hikaru sang
Unyielding Wish, Moeagaru sang Fire, Soul, Love and Himeko sang
Three O'Clock Fairy.
"Now I can really use some candy!" Hikaru said after Himeko
was finished.
The others laughed, and headed to the food area.
Hikaru noticed how close Sadira and Keisuke were becoming.
But she also could tell Sadira felt a bit uneasy about
something. Hikaru had some ideas about what it could be. It was
either the fact that Sadira hadn't had any warm feelings for
anybody since Aladdin, or the sand sorceress wasn't sure that
Keisuke would like her if he knew where she came from and what
she used to be.

Later, Moeagaru, Genrou and Keisuke took Himeko to play some
shooting game. This gave Hikaru a chance to talk to Sadira.
"I don't think Prince Keisuke cares about trivial things,"
Hikaru spoke up.
"What?" Sadira asked.
"I don't think it would matter to him where you came from or
your life before you and Aladdin and Jasmine were friends. You
shouldn't be afraid to be honest."
"How did you..." Sadira began. She hadn't mentioned anything
to Hikaru, and she knew the young princess couldn't have known
about her conversation with Jasmine earlier.
"I could sense something was making you uneasy," Hikaru said.
"I figured it was either your past, or your fear of falling in
love. And I know you aren't afraid to fall in love."
"Not entirely," Sadira said. "But I am afraid of not being
accepted. I'm not happy with some of the things I pulled when I
had a crush on Aladdin."
"Kikiyo isn't happy with the things she did when she rejected
love," Hikaru pointed out. "But she knows she can't let that
stop her from enjoying life now."
"Maybe you're right," Sadira said.
"You don't have to say 'Hi, I'm Sadira, and I used to try to
steal Jasmine's boyfriend,' but if the subject comes up, don't
lie about it. Just tell the truth. The worst thing you can do is
deliberately lie."
"That's the same thing Jasmine said," Sadira said.
"She would know," Hikaru smiled. "She and Aladdin almost were
broken up because of lies. There's Keisuke, now," Hikaru pointed
to the Prince, who was approaching the two. "Remember, be who
you are, and don't be afraid of your past."
"Sadira!" Keisuke said, once he reached the two ladies.
"There's a sand sculpture contest a couple of tents over! Maybe
you can show them how a professional makes sand sculptures!"
"Awesome," Sadira said. "Ya coming, Hikaru?"
"I'll be there in a few," Hikaru said. "I wanna get some
lemonade first, though. My throat's kinda dry."
"Ok," Sadira said, "but don't go too far!"
"I won't!" Hikaru said, heading in the direction of the food
booths.

Mozenrath watched the festival from a rooftop. He could see
everything from here, and even spotted Hikaru. She was talking
to that sand witch. Mozenrath could attack now, but he didn't
want to be seen. It was bad enough Xerxes had to be stupid
enough to get spotted. After Moeagaru had finished with him,
Mozenrath had taken over.
Now, if Mozenrath attacked, it had to be while Hikaru was
alone. The others would be ready for him, so he definately
couldn't be seen, now.
Mozenrath watched as the Prince of Sairou joined the girls.
After a few minutes, Hikaru headed off in the direction of the
food. "It figures," Mozenrath said to himself.
Just as Mozenrath prepared to swoop down and grab Hikaru, he
saw he had been beaten to it. He swore, and headed off.

Hikaru hurried to the lemonade stand, but someone grabbed her,
and pulled her in a side alley.
Hikaru felt the presents of claws, just about to dig into
her. She opened her mouth to scream.
"Don't make a sound..." Kiba-Okami said. Hikaru could feel
his hot breath on her as he spoke.
Hikaru was frozen with fear. She knew if she made one wrong
move, Kiba-Okami's claws would pierce her skin.
"You're coming with me," Kiba-Okami continued, "and if you
struggle or resist in any way, I will cut you."
Suddenly, Kiba-Okami jumped back, as a flame sailed past,
just barely missing him.
"I thought I told you to stay away from her!" Mozenrath said,
as he appeared.
"I don't answer to you," Kiba-Okami retorted.
"Step away from Hikaru," Mozenrath said, "and I might not fry
your tail."
Hikaru rolled her eyes. This, truly, was disturbing. She
started to make a break for it, but Kiba-Okami grabbed her.
Mozenrath threw a fireball at him. "Don't TOUCH my princess,"
he shouted.
"YOUR princess!" Kiba-Okami said, "you're dreaming! She's
mine! Hikaru, tell him you're mine!"
"I'm not getting involved," Hikaru said, turning her back on
the two. "In fact, I'll leave right now, and you two can have
your sandbox fight." Hikaru started to leave, but Mozenrath sent
a blast that knocked her back, and right by him.
"Sandbox fight?" the sorcerer repeated, "what is that
supposed to mean?"
"You guys always argue like you're in Kindergarten," Hikaru
said.
"I was in Kindergarten with him," Mozenrath said, "I think it
was his hundredth year."
"Hey!" Kiba-Okami said, "you just called me stupid!"
"You said it, I didn't," Mozenrath said. "Hikaru, you're
coming with me!"
"No, I'm not," Hikaru said, annoyed. "I'm going to get some
lemonade." She started off again. Mozenrath stopped her.
"She doesn't want to go with you!" Kiba-Okami spat. "So get
lost!"
"I don't want to go with either of you," Hikaru said. "I
don't do the whole evil thing, and plus you are both acting
childish."
"I'm more mature than he is," Mozenrath said.
Hikaru walked off again. This time, Mozenrath set Kiba-Okami
ablaze. The wolf screamed.
"So that was the woman's scream we heard earlier," Hikaru
thought.
Mozenrath made the flames disappear. Kiba-Okami ran, and kept
right on running.
"Let that be a lesson for the next time you think to try and
steal my princess!" he shouted.
Mozenrath disappeared, and reappeared in front of Hikaru, who
had almost gotten out of the alley. "You won't get away that
easily," he smiled.
Hikaru had to act quickly. IT was a good thing Hikari gave
her the distress crystal. She pulled it out, and shouted,
"Crystal Twinkle Yell!" A pink light shot out of it, and an
alarm sounded. Hikaru knew that help would come before Mozenrath
had a chance to try anything.

Sadira had just made an impressive sand castle sculpture when
she heard Hikaru's call for help. "What's that?" Keisuke asked.

"It's Hikaru, she must be in trouble!" Sadira took off with
Keisuke right behind her.

The sand sculpture judge called after them, "Wait! You won first
prize!"

Sadira and Keisuke got to Hikaru at the same time as Moeagaru
and Mamoru. It was Mozenrath again. He had Hikaru trapped in a
side alley. "Get away from her!" Moeagaru shouted. With a move
of her hand Sadira had the sand at Mozenrath's feet come up and
surround him.

"Cute trick...don't try it again." Mozenrath said, stepping
through the sand wall. Sadira glared at the wizard and moved her
sand to a better spot, right in his eyes. Temporarily blinded
the sorcerer reached out to stop Hikaru from getting away. He
grabbed her arm but Prince Keisuke broke the hold by having a
tree sprout up in just the right spot. Mamoru quickly scooped up
Hikaru and got her to safety. By the time Mozenrath got the sand
out of his eyes enough to see, Hikaru was gone.

"I'll finish this." Moeagaru told Sadira and Keisuke.

"Let her, he certainly has it coming." Sadira whispered to the
Prince. The two stepped back to watch.

Moeagaru held out her hands and yelled "Celestial fire
surround!" She had not tried this on Mozenrath before so he
could not have the proper defense. Fire shot up in a circle
around Mozenrath. He didn't looked scared but he did start to
sweat. The fire closed in on him, burning through parts of his
robes. He started to beat the fire out but it only grew.

"I'll have my revenge on you." He announced to Moeagaru. Then
he was forced to run for the nearest fountain and retreat.
Sadira, Moeagaru and Keisuke laughed as they watched him go.

"Hey," Sadira took a look around. "Where's Himeko?"

"With Genrou." Moeagaru answered. "Probably still at the
fishing game."

"I'll have to remember to try that later, sounds fun." Sadira
smiled. "But for now I think I'll head back to the palace.
Aladdin should know about this attack."

"I'll come with you." Keisuke offered.

************************

Mamoru had taken Hikaru back to Keisuke's palace as well. He
felt she was safest there. He got her some lemonade and they sat
together in the large kitchen.

Aladdin and Jasmine were in Keisuke's library browsing through
the hundreds of books. "Wow, I think he has even more books than
you do." Aladdin marveled.

"Maybe a few more..." Jasmine admitted, but she wasn't
counting. A good portion of Keisuke's book collection consisted
of art books and plant life studies. "I'm afraid Hikaru would be
disappointed with this selection." Jasmine giggled. "She seems
very interested in the romance novels I have back home. I don't
see any here." Jasmine spotted a book on a high shelf entitled
'Tigers'. She jumped for it but missed. There was no ladder
around. Just as she was considering climbing up the shelf after
it, Aladdin jumped up and got it down for her. "Thank you."
Jasmine smirked giving him a kiss.

Just then Sadira and Keisuke found them. "There you are!" Sadira
called from the doorway.

"We weren't hiding." Aladdin said with a smile.

"Oh I know, I've just been looking for you." Sadira replied.
She made her way around a few tables over to where Aladdin and
Jasmine stood.

"You see there was an attack," Keisuke began.

"It was Mozenrath." Sadira finished. "We've dealt with him way
too many times." She told Keisuke over her shoulder.

"Where?" Aladdin asked, worry creasing his forehead.

"At the festival, but he's gone now." Keisuke reported.

"He was after Hikaru...again." Sadira sighed, tho she was sure
they already knew that. "Moeagaru and Mamoru helped us fight him
off." She turned to Prince Keisuke, "Hey, you know we make a
pretty good team."

"Great work, but you can bet he'll be back." Aladdin pointed
out.

"I don't think he'll ever give up." Jasmine said in a
frustrated tone. She put down the Tiger book on the nearest
table. "Is Hikaru okay?"

"I think so, I mean she seemed fine." Sadira responded.

"We can't let him get her again." Aladdin stated. He was more
than tired of Mozenrath's obsession. Sooner or later they would
stop him for good.

*************************

In a far corner of Sairou Mozenrath had turned an abandoned
building into a temporary hideout. Surely no one would think he
was staying here. The closer he could stay to Hikaru, the
better. And this way he could make sure that retched Kiba-Okami
didn't come back.

Mozenrath channeled his fury into power and destroyed boards,
rocks and anything else left in the old building. "If it weren't
for that sand witch and her new boy toy I would have Hikaru!" He
ranted to himself. Xerxes followed him as he paced. "And because
of that little fire brat I'll have to get new robes!"

"Mozenrath burned..." Xerxes drooled.

"No!" The wizard roared. "I will build up a defense for that.
No one will stop me next time!" He held up a fist at his pet.
Xerxes decided to keep his mouth shut until his master calmed
down a bit. "Demned distress crystal!" He went on, "I'll have to
get my hands on that. If Hikaru didn't have those gadgets she
would be easy to abduct." Xerxes merely nodded his agreement,
keeping his distance.

Kaze and Yusuke returned to Keisuke's palace. They had been
playing a game, where you throw the ball, and break the plates.
"I think Hikaru will like that lunar kitty you got her," Kaze
said. Yusuke had won for Hikaru, a white stuffed kitty with a
crecent moon on its forehead.
"I know she will," Yusuke agreed. "She just loves crecent
moons.
"I think it has to do with who is on the moon," Kaze smiled.
"Very true," Yusuke said.
The two headed for the stairs, when Aladdin and Jasmine came
out of the library.
"We need to talk to you," Jasmine said. "It's about Hikaru."
"Mozenrath tried to kidnap her again," Aladdin said.
"This is getting rediculous," Yusuke said. It made him sick
that Mozenrath was so obsessed that he couldn't leave Hikaru
alone. "As if my sister doesn't have enough on her plate without
him pursuing her!"
"He has to be stopped," Aladdin agreed.
"For now," Kaze said, "Hikaru should be with someone at all
times."
Aladdin and Jasmine nodded their agreement.
"She is sharing a room with Yui," Jasmine said. "That's a
good thing."
"Yui will do good by Hikaru," Koutoku said, walking up to the
group. He dropped his voice to a whisper. "Her powers are
through her mind, and that owl figure she has. But her greatest
weapon is her size. Because she is small, she has been
underestimated by her enemies, and can easily get the drop on
them."
"That's good to hear," Jasmine said, feeling a bit better.

Hikaru and Yui had spent a good amount of time together. Yui
was as smart as Hanako, but didn't rub it in Hikaru's face that
Hikaru couldn't do algebra.
"You really take trig?" Hikaru asked, impressed. "I have to
study for hours just to pull a B on a math test!"
"Not everyone can be good at math," Yui pointed out. "Just
like not everybody can be a good singer. I heard you last night.
I know I could never sing like that. Believe me, I tried. We're
all good at different things."
The two walked into the kitchen. It was mid afternoon, and
Hikaru wanted a snack. It would be a couple hours until dinner.
Suddenly, Mozenrath appeared. "Nice to see you have a hearty
appetite," he said.
"Mozenrath," Hikaru said, "when are you going to give up!"
"Never," Mozenrath said.
"You have no business here," Yui said. "Go back to where you
came from."
"I don't think so," Mozenrath said. "Hikaru is my business.
My unfinished business."
"More like an obsession," Hikaru muttered.
"I'll give you a chance to come willingly," Mozenrath said.
"And I'll give you a chance to leave without a fight," Yui
said. It annoyed her that this sorcerer took such liberties as
appearing in her friend's palace uninvited. "Hikaru is staying
right here."
"And who's going to stop me from taking her? You?" Mozenrath
laughed.
"If that's what it takes," Yui said.
Mozenrath advanced on Hikaru, but a powerful wind knocked him
backward. He swore, and made a second attempt.
Yui made a fist, putting the sorcerer in a powerful grip.
Mozenrath struggled, and broke out of the grip. "This is far
from over!" he said, before disappearing.
Hikaru rushed to Yui. "You saved me!" Hikaru said. "Mozenrath
is hard to fight, because he builds a resistance to everything
we throw at him."
"I have heard of sorcerers who do that," Yui said. "It's a
very hard technique to master. Based on the fact that Mozenrath
has mastered it, I can see how dangerous he must be."
Aladdin and Jasmine rushed into the room.
"Yui just saved me," Hikaru said. "She did this thing with
her fist...but Mozenrath got away."
"Hikaru tells me that Mozenrath knows how to build resistance
to any attack," Yui said. "A very dangerous adversary to have is
one who knows that technique."
"Mozenrath is very dangerous," Aladdin said.
"I'll do what I can to help keep Hikaru safe," Yui said.

After dinner, everybody was gathered together, playing
Outburst. It was Hikaru's idea. Yui had gone to bed, though.
"Saint Crystal!" Moeagaru shouted.
"Disguise pen!" Hikaru shouted. "Tsuki sceptar! Crecent rod!
Rainbow sceptar! Ooh! Ooh! Compact!"
"Time's up!" Genie said. "You forgot Lip Liner and perfume
bottle."
"I said those!" Hikaru said.
"She so said, them," Umi said.
"What was the category again?" Iago asked.
"Shoujo magic items," Hikaru said.
Just then, Yui walked into the room.
"Yui," Keisuke said, "I thought you went to bed."
"I wanted to show Hikaru something," Yui said.
Hikaru got up to join her new friend.
Once they were out in the hall, Yui said, "Know how you said
there weren't any romances in the library?"
Hikaru nodded.
"Well, I found a whole assortment of them. They were behind
some geography books I was looking at."
"Hmm...wonder why they'd be there?" Hikaru wondered, before
taking off for the library. Yui followed.
Once in the library, Yui shut the door. "Finally," she said,
"I have you to myself at last."
Hikaru was taken aback. "Yui-chan..." she said, shocked. She
and the Princess of Hokkan had hit it off right away, but Hikaru
had no idea that Yui liked her in that way.
"Oh, relax, it's nothing like that," Yui said. Then Yui
transformed into Mozenrath. "It's worse."
Hikaru reached for her distress crystal. "Crystal Twinkle..."
Mozenrath zapped Hikaru, causing her to drop the crystal.
"Oh, no you don't!" he said.
Hikaru ran to the nearest window, and started to climb out.
"A princess doesn't climb out of windows," Mozenrath said,
using his magic to pull Hikaru to him. "It isn't very
lady-like." Once he had Hikaru, he disappeared with her.

Adventures in Agrabah - Part 17 - Adventure in Sairou: Anything Can Happen - part 2


Mozenrath and Hikaru reappeared in the abandoned building.
Mozenrath had used his time there constructively. He had figured
out how to make a portal, one that lead to another dimension.

"Why are we here?" Hikaru asked, hoping this wasn't where he
was going to keep her. Pieces of the wall were rotting off and
the room had an unidentified bad smell.

"This is our doorway." Mozenrath said cryptically. "To a place
no one will ever think to look for you." He laughed.

"You're nuts." Hikaru rolled her eyes. It was late and she was
very tired, the last thing she wanted was to deal with this
psycho.

Mozenrath moved to uncover a circular hole in the wall, while
still holding onto Hikaru. The hole was dark, yet it glowed.
Hikaru's eyebrows shot up at the sight of it. He was actually
serious! Mozenrath pushed her toward it then forced her through,
jumping in right after her.

The two traveled quickly through a vast dark nothingness. There
were far off stars and mixed voices, then they were in an
entirely different place. Hikaru opened her eyes, not knowing
what to expect. She breathed a small sigh of relief when she saw
they were on an island. At least this wasn't a scary place, and
it looked normal.

"Does this remind you of the special time we spent together on
our island?" Mozenrath asked. He leaned down and bound Hikaru's
hands with rope. That way she couldn't attack him.

"Nani..." Hikaru shook her head.

"Oh that's right, you don't remember it do you?"

"Don't remember what?" She questioned. Her head was starting to
droop from being so tired.

"Nevermind, we can create new memories here." Mozenrath said
in what was almost a soft voice.

"I wanna go home! I just wanna live a normal life! Is that so
much to ask!" Hikaru demanded. She tried to communicate her
anger through her eyes, but her vision was becoming blurred from
drowsiness. What time was it anyway?

"You are not normal my dear. You are very powerful. That means
a 'normal life' is not within your grasp." Mozenrath sat down in
the sand next to her.

"Umi, Hanako, Moeagaru and Kaze have magical powers, but can
get through five minutes without being chased by wolf demons and
psycho wizards." Hikaru replied.

"They aren't in the same league as you." He told her. Hikaru
shot him a death glare.

"You just admitted you're psycho." Hikaru shot back. She was
fighting back a yawn. She did not need Mozenrath to know she was
getting sleepy. She wished she were in her own bed, safe.
Mozenrath shook his head. Was it in admiration or amusement? He
got up and started pacing in front of the Princess. "Stop
pacing! You're making me dizzy!" She snapped.

By now Mozenrath could see how she struggled to hold her head
up. She was obviously tired. He crooked his head to one side and
smiled an evil smile down at her. He continued to pace, and
watched her eyes try to follow him. In a way this was helping to
relax her and he knew it.

"Why are you looking at me like that?" Hikaru demanded.

"You're cute, and you are mine. I don't really need a reason."
He caught her yawning and his smile grew. She must have gotten
up extra early this morning. The Princess blinked rapidly then
trained her eyes on him.

"I am not yours! You took me against my will!" She shouted.

"Your will doesn't matter, not in the long run." He laughed.

"My will is always important." She argued.

"To you." Mozenrath pointed out. Hikaru looked frustrated and
let out a sigh. Then she pearced her lips together, apparently
determined not to talk to him anymore.

Mozenrath took it as a small victory. He started collecting
sticks and giant leaves for a make-shift shelter. They probably
wouldn't need it, after all this was another dimension. But it
did give him an excuse to watch Hikaru from afar. That way he
would know when she was asleep. Within minutes he saw her eyes
close. Then her body slowly slumped over until she was laying on
her side.

The sorcerer crept back over to her. He could hear her snoring
softly. Stubborn and strong willed at times, yes, but she slept
like a rock. Mozenrath eased down next to her and gave her a
goodnight kiss. Hikaru wrinkled her nose in her sleep and turned
her head.

***********************

Back in the Palace Yui was one of the first people up. She went
straight to the kitchen for breakfast. Jasmine was there already
at the table. "Good morning, my goodness you're up early." She
greeted.

"I know, I was hungry." Yui admitted. She grabbed some fruit
and plopped down next to Jasmine. "Did you know Hikaru never
came to bed last night?"

"She didn't?"

"Nope, her bed is untouched." Yui said then took a bite of
banana.

"That isn't like her..." Jasmine bit her lip, trying to think
of a reason Hikaru would stay up. They heard someone whistling,
then Prince Keisuke strutted into the room. He started to wish
them a good morning, but caught the worry in Jasmine's eyes.

"Is something wrong?" He wanted to know.

"Yui said Hikaru never came to bed." Jasmine told him.

"Strange. I wonder where she could be..." The Prince mused.

"When Hikaru disappears, it's never good." Jasmine stated,
resting her head on one hand.

Keisuke turned to Yui, "You were the last to see her."

"No I wasn't." She argued.

"But we saw Hikaru go off with you to the library." Jasmine
joined in.

"I didn't see Hikaru after I went to bed. Early." Yui
emphasized the last word.

"So..." Keisuke shook his head.


"That wasn't you?" Jasmine's eyes widened.

"No." Now Yui was concerned as well. "You said we were in the
library?"

"Right." Jasmine nodded.

"Maybe Hikaru spent the night reading and fell asleep?" Yui
suggested hopefully.

"It's worth looking." Keisuke decided. The three headed to the
library, but when they opened the door they found it empty. They
entered anyway and leaned on the tables.

"Wait..." Jasmine's eyes swept the room. "What's that?" She
spotted something near the back window. It was pink, Hikaru's
favorite color. Yui ran to pick it up. "That's Hikaru's distress
crystal!" Jasmine exclaimed.

"So she was here." Keisuke frowned.

"We have to tell the others. I think something terrible has
happened." Jasmine jumped up and took off.

Hikaru awoke, and looked around. This wasn't her bed. It
wasn't Sairu, either. Where was she?
Then, she realized her hands were bound, and she remembered.
Mozenrath had brought her to this alternate universe. Hikaru
wasn't sure what time it was here, but it looked to be about
mid-morning. How long had she slept anyway?
"How did you sleep?" Mozenrath asked, approaching her.
"I would have slept better at home," Hikaru said.
"You'll have a new home with me. A nice bed and everything,"
Mozenrath smirked.
Hikaru blushed and looked away. That was a bit more
suggestive than she cared for.
"I would expect a blush out of you," Mozenrath said. "You are
young...and have yet to experience all of life."
"I thought you didn't waste your time with that," Hikaru
said, not believing she was having this conversation.
"I usually don't, but we'll be together forever."
"Uhh, I still don't see that happening," Hikaru said.
"Besides, you are too old for me!"
"In many cultures, 13 year olds marry 40 year olds,"
Mozenrath pointed out. "We are much closer in age than that."
"Not my culture," Hikaru said. She didn't mention the fact
that most of the couples in her romance novels had the same age
difference as her and Mozenrath. Now wasn't the time.
"The characters in your romance books have the same age
difference as us," Mozenrath said, as if reading her mind.
"Dierdre and Desire, for example."
"Must you spy on everything I read, too?" Hikaru snapped.
"I only spy to find out information," Mozenrath said.
"I call it stalking," Hikaru said. "You're obsessed!"
"Call it what you want, but my job is done. You're mine now."
"I wouldn't stay with you if you were the last sorcerer on
Earth!" Hikaru said defiantly.
"Even after I saved your life yesterday?"
"You did what?" Hikaru was confused.
"I saved you. From wolf-boy."
Hikaru was speechless. It was true. If it hadn't been for
Mozenrath, Kiba-Okami would have gotten her, and the wolf demon
did disgust her more than Mozenrath, though she would never
admit she liked one or the other better.
"You don't have to thank me," Mozenrath smiled.
"You did it for your own purposes, we both know that!" Hikaru
shouted.
"You're better off with me and you know it." Mozenrath moved
closer to Hikaru. He eased her head up, and kissed her
passionately.
Hikaru was repulsed by this. With one foot, she kicked
Mozenrath with enough force to knock the sorcerer away from her.
"Don't take such liberties with me!" she said angrily.
"I'll do whatever I want. You are in no position to stop me."
Mozenrath zapped chains around Hikaru, so she couldn't try the
same thing twice.

Back at Keisuke's palace, everybody was gathered together.
"No sign of her anywhere," Mamoru said. The group had spread
out and searched the area.
"We know it was Mozenrath," Umi said, "aside from the fact
that he was already spotted twice, when I use my mirror ti find
her, I just get a bunch of fog. Only Mozenrath knows how to
block me from finding her. I really need to get this thing
upgraded."
"Xerxes was spotted the first time," Moeagaru reminded Umi.
"We didn't actually see Mozenrath. But I'll fry him extra for
his perverted eel."
"I can't get a mental connection," Yusuke said. "She can hear
me, but she can't respond."
"She was able to contact me one of the times Mozenrath got
her," Aladdin said. "We should keep looking for now, and hope
that she, or something tells us where she is. Poor Hikaru. I
know she wants a normal life sometimes...but she is so special.
I hope she can embrace her duties and abilities. If it weren't
for Mozenrath she could see the better side of her powers."
"Hikaru will triumph," Yusuke said, "she has always been so
determined and strong-willed."
"I noticed that about her in the two days that I've known
her," Yui said.
"Between all of us," SAdira said, "we can get Hikaru home
safely. One thing she has that Mozenrath doesn't is at least one
friend for every place she's been."
Sadira and Keisuke were sitting together, her hand in his. It
helped the situation for Sadira, to have someone there to sooth
her worries.

"If Umi's mirror doesn't even work...then I don't know how
we'll find Hikaru." Jasmine stressed. She leaned against
Aladdin, hoping he had an idea.

"Well maybe Hikaru has some new tricks she can pull on
Mozenrath. Her powers did just get stronger." Aladdin said.

"I wish we knew where she was." Yusuke expressed his thoughts,
then plopped down into an oversized chair.

"Wait..." Aladdin stood still and stared straight ahead. "I
think she's trying to contact me." He listened, and sure enough
he could hear Hikaru's thoughts. She was disgusted at something
Mozenrath had pulled. "Hikaru!" He thought clearly. "I can hear
you, can you hear me?"

"Aladdin?" Hikaru sounded surprised but also happy. "Mozenrath
is talking...but yes I can hear you!"

"Where are you?" Aladdin asked mentally.

"Some other dimension. I really don't know... it looks like an
island. There was an entrance in an abandoned building but I'm
sure it's gone now. I don't know how you all will find me."

"We will, don't worry." He telepathically assured her. Aladdin
blinked and looked at the others. "Hikaru is in some other
dimension."

"What?" Moeagaru could hardly believe it.

"Yeah, this time Mozenrath really went too far." Aladdin said
in a low tone.

"When I get my hands on him..." Yusuke threatened.

"We ALL want to give him a taste of his own medicine." Jasmine
spoke up, "But first we have to find Hikaru."

"We could teleport there....if we had Hikaru." Umi sighed.

"You can teleport?" Aladdin looked impressed.

"If we're all together, yes." Hanako replied.

"Maybe the powers of the Saint Beasts could help us?" Sadira
suggested.

"I think so." Yui smiled.

***************************

In the other dimension Hikaru vainly struggled with the magic
chains. She wasn't about to let Mozenrath know she had just been
talking to Aladdin. She wasn't sure how it was possible, but now
it was. If somehow they could get here she would be saved.
Hikaru was just a little afraid to hope for too much. What if
her friends never found her? Beside her Mozenrath sat down,
looking perfectly happy. His presence annoyed the Princess. So
did his breathing. It was loud and every other breath whistled
out of his nose. "Do you have to do that!?" She finally snapped.

"What? Breathe? Yes, it's necessary."

"Do you have to do it so loud?" Hikaru asked, exasperated.

"Oh, I beg your pardon, your highness." Mozenrath's words
dripped with sarcasm.

"Knock it off!" Hikaru grumbled.

"Well aren't we grumpy this morning?" Mozenrath shot back.

"You would be too if some sadistic psychopath took you against
your will and chained you up and you didn't even have any
romance novels to occupy you. But it wouldn't matter if I had
any, because you'd just be distracting anyway." Hikaru ranted.

"Not interested in that scenario. What matters to me is...
us."

"Hello!" Hikaru rolled her eyes, "there is no 'us'! There's
this twisted delusion of "us" that you have!" Maybe he was even
crazier than she had thought?

"It's real enough to me." Mozenrath said, leaning closer to
the Princess. "You are here and there's no where else for you to
go. So it's 'us' for eternity, like it or not."

"You can't keep me here forever." Hikaru told him.

"Can't I? I'm powerful enough." He countered.

"Ya gotta sleep sometime." The Princess pointed out.

Mozenrath saw she had a point, one he hadn't thought through
before now. "True. All right, when I sleep, you sleep."

"I can stay up longer than you." She insisted. "I stayed up 48
hours before, remember? I can go 72." She inched away from the
sorcerer. He was so close she could smell his breath. He must
have had garlic for breakfast....ick.

"So? That little talent won't help you. I have sleeping
spells." Mozenrath responded. None of what Hikaru said seemed to
phase him at all.

"You'll get tired of using them." She tried.

"I doubt that. You know how determined I can be."

"I'm more determined than you." Hikaru argued, sitting up
straighter.

"Strong willed." The sorcerer admitted. "But I can eventually
break even you." He laughed.

"You can teleport, too?" Umi asked Yui.
"Yes," Yui said, "if we're all together. And the spell is
slightly different from what I studied about the Five
Princesses' magic."
"You draw a four-pointed star on the floor," Koutoku said.
"Each Saint Beast Senshi stands on a point of the star."
"Anybody who wants to travel with us has to stand inside the
star," Keisuke said.
"Then we say a bunch of magic words," Genrou said.
"'A bunch of magic words?'" Yui repeated, "Genrou, honestly!
What he means is that we recite an incantation."
"We'll go to the room down the hall," Keisuke suggested. "It
has enough floor space."
"Hikari, Primera," Aladdin said, "can you, Iago, Nyan Nyan,
Abu and Jinsoku stay with Himeko?"
"You mean we don't have to...I mean, you're not letting us go
too?" Iago said, faking disappointment.
"Not this time, Iago," Genie said. "I think it might put too
much of a strain on the Saint Beast Senshi. Plus, Himeko's too
young to go into battle. She will need some company here."
"Ok," Iago said, "I'm not one to argue..."
"Uh huh," Moeagaru muttered.

Down the hall, the Four Princesses, Mamoru, Ferio, Lantis,
Yusuke, Aladdin, Jasmine, Sadira, Genie and the Saint Beast
Senshi met in a big empty room. There was no furniture, and the
windows were up high.
"This room was made specially for spells like this," Keisuke
explained.
Yui took a piece of white chalk out of her pocket. She went
to work, drawing the star. "Now," she said, once she had
finished her work, "all of you stand within the star."
The others stepped inside the star. Yui, Genrou, Keisuke and
Koutoku each took a point of the star.
"Do you all have your items?" Yui asked.
"Yes," the other three answered.
Genrou pulled out his fan, Koutoku pulled out his flute,
Keisuke pulled out his wooden comb and Yui brought out her owl
figure.
The four closed their eyes, making ready to teleport
everybody.
"Oh, Saint Beasts," Yui said, a green Aura emitting from her
body. "Our friend is in trouble, in a place we do not know.
Please take us to her, so we can bring her home safely!"
"By the power of Suzaku," Genrou said, as a red Aura emitted
from his body.
"By the power of Seiryuu," Koutoku said, as a blue Aura
emitted from him.
"By the power of Byakko," said Keisuke, emitting a white
Aura.
"And by the power of Genbu," Yui said.
"Take us to Princess Hikaru!" they all four said in unison.
"Suzaku!" Genrou shouted, as Suzaku, the red Phoenix
appeared.
"Seiryuu!" Koutoku shouted, as the blue dragon appeared.
"Byakko!" Keisuke shouted, as the white tiger appeared.
"Genbu!" Yui shouted, as the black turtle appeared.
"Transport!" they all shouted.
The four Saint Beasts rose above the star, joining together.
A white light engulfed everybody, and they disappeared.

Back in the alternate dimention, Hikaru tired of arguing with
Mozenrath. Let him think he could gain control of her! She would
never let him win. She would fight him every inch of the way.
But, arguing with him was like trying to convince Iago that
treasure isn't the center of the universe.
Mozenrath kept on talking. Hikaru guessed he still thought he
was keeping her from communicating telepathically. Hikaru wished
she could draw in the sand, or do something to drown him out.
Then, she decided to recite the constelations.
"Nakago!" she said, seemingly out of nowhere. "Amiboshi!
Suboshi! Nuriko! Tamahome!"
"What?" Mozenrath said. Why had Hikaru interrupted him with
the names of the constelations? "What does that have to do
with..."
"Nothing," Hikaru said, "I like to recite the constelations.
It's good for passing the time, and calming the soul. Hotohori!
Chichiri! Tamahome!"
"You said Tamahome," Mozenrath said.
"Probably," Hikaru said, "Tamahome's my favourite."
"Those constelations don't exist here," Mozenrath said.
"It's likely they don't," Hikaru agreed. "But good wins over
evil in every universe."
"Not this time, it doesn't," Mozenrath said. "You will give
in and rule with me."
"You better watch it," Hikaru warned. "Sailor Senshi could
exist here."
As if on cue, a white light appeared off in the distance.
When it vanished, Hikaru cheered silently. Her friends had
somehow found her!

Aladdin and Jasmine blinked and looked around. They were holding
hands, just as they were when the group left. "It worked..."
Jasmine marveled, amazed. Before this year she thought only
Genie's knew that kind of magic. Jasmine instinctively reached
for the only weapon she had, her amulet. It was gone! Oh no...
Jasmine clenched her free hand into a fist. She never put it on
that morning. She would just have to fight the old fashioned
way... and thanks to her recent skirmish with Ryoko, she knew
she could handle it.

"Look!" Yusuke spotted Hikaru and Mozenrath way up ahead.

"That's them, this has to be the right place." Mamoru stated.
He drew his sword and with everyone else following he ran toward
the evil wizard. The Saint Beast Senshi all had their beasts
ready, they floated above them, awaiting a command. Right away
Yui and Kaze combined their wind powers to blow the sorcerer
away from Hikaru.

Mamoru used that opportunity to cut Hikaru free. Genie held the
chains up and away from the Princess as her hero sliced through
them. She grabbed onto Mamoru, more relieved that he had found
her than she could say. "Are you all right?" Mamoru questioned.

"Get away from her!" Mozenrath ordered. He started firing
magic at Mamoru left and right. Mamoru used his sword to deflect
some of it. Before the wizard could try something else Aladdin
jumped him from behind. He pinned Mozenrath to the ground, using
all his strength to keep him down. With a burst of power
Mozenrath zapped Aladdin and was able to stand again.

"You've interfered for the last time Aladdin!" Mozenrath
shouted. He worked up an extra big blast of lightening and shot
it at Aladdin. The deadly blast came within inches of him.
Aladdin was already headed over to Hikaru and he turned just in
time to see it.

"No!" Jasmine shrieked. Suddenly the ball of lightening
stopped in mid air. Aladdin stared at it, shocked. But he
quickly ducked under it and got out of the way. Jasmine gasped,
unsure of what had just happened. Aladdin looked back and in a
blink he fired a yellow beam of his spirit power that ended up
hitting Mozenrath in the stomach. He doubled over in pain but
his head jerked up, wild eyes bent on victory.

A few yards away Umi and Hanako lead Hikaru away from the
carnage. They tried to get far enough out to still keep track of
what was going on but to also keep Hikaru away from the crazed
wizard.

"What!?" Mozenrath's jaw dropped, but only for a second. He
was reacting to both the mystery beam and his shot not reaching
Aladdin. He wasn't about to let the former street urchin beat
him again. He made an electric ball to fire at whoever was
closest to him. The first one he saw was a little girl. He
snarled at her. "And what are you going to do, little midget?"
He snapped just before he let the blast go.

"This." Yui smiled crookedly. With just a thought she had
Mozenrath's ball turn back and explode on him! The blast knocked
him down and made him dizzy, but the sorcerer was determined to
keep fighting. There were so many of them this time.... no, that
would NOT stop him.

Out of the corner of his eye, Mozenrath saw Prince Keisuke
coming at him. He was only holding a wooden comb. "A comb?
That's your weapon? Ooo I'm shaking." Mozenrath mocked Keisuke.
He got up to face the Prince.

"Wait til you see what it can do." Keisuke said confidently.

"Kind of a sissy thing to carry around." Mozenrath went on.

Keisuke shouted for the white tiger, still clutching the comb.
Mozenrath's eyes widened in real fear as the beast lashed out at
him with very sharp claws. He started to run, but found himself
surrounded. Every blasted one of his foes had made a circle
around him. They all stood ready in case he tried to move.
Sadira stepped slightly forward and motioned for her friends to
get back. The circle grew, but there was still no escape for the
trapped sorcerer. Sadira shot daggers at Mozenrath with her eyes
as she summoned up a gigantic sand monster. The bulky thing took
steps toward Mozenrath. It made a fist and crushed a rock that
had been at Mozenrath's feet. The wizard took a couple of magic
shots at this new enemy, but nothing seemed to hurt it. Just
feet away Mozenrath caught sight of the meddlesome fire queen
whispering to Hikaru's overconfident brother. With smiles they
stepped up to him. With them so near the tiger and sand monster
backed off a bit.

"Now." Moeagaru instructed. She and Yusuke harked and then
spit on Mozenrath. Aladdin, Genie and Jasmine laughed from their
spots in the power circle.

"He SO deserved that!" Hikaru called from her safe zone.

"I will be back." Mozenrath announced. He disappeared just as
the white tiger and sand beast both attacked. His voice
lingered... "And Hikaru WILL be MINE!"

Back at Keisuke's palace, Keisuke and Sadira walked down a
hall, holding hands.
"We make a great team," Keisuke said, "I've never met anybody
like you before.
Sadira blushed slightly. "I'm not as great as you think," she
said. Time to come clean with her past. After their recent
battle, Sadira wasn't quite so worried about what Keisuke might
think.
"What do you mean?" keisuke asked.
Sadira told Keisuke about her life as a street rat and a
thief, how she had been attracted to Aladdin, discovered sand
magic and tried using it to get Aladdin to like her.
"But that was a long time ago," KEisuke said.
"You mean you're not mad?" Sadira wanted to know.
"Why would I be mad at you for something that's over and done
with? You're a remarkable girl, I'm not going to hold your past
against you."

In a nearby sitting room, Aladdin, Jasmine and Hikari were
talking. Hikaru was standing by the doorway, watching Keisuke
and Sadira.
"Ooh!" she exclaimed, in an excited whisper, "now he's
kissing her! That's so kawaii!"
"Hikaru!" Hikari scolded, "Come over here and sit down, and
stop watching them, before I box your ears!"
"But Hikari..." Hikaru began. Reluctantly, she went over to a
chair and sat down.

A couple days later, the group was returning to Agrabah.
Sadira had stayed in Sairou to get better acquainted with
Keisuke.
"I wonder when they'll get married," Himeko said.
"After awhile, maybe a year," Hikaru said. "Long engagements
are good."
"They sure fought well together," Hanako said.
"Mozenrath is a coward," Moeagaru said. "Guess he's not as
tough as we thought."
"I don't doubt he'll be back," Aladdin said.
"I don't want to think about it," Hikaru said.
"I don't understand how I could have stopped Mozenrath's
attack," Jasmine said. "I didn't even have my amulet with me."
"I can explain it," said a voice. Queen Hikaraseru came
walking down the hall with the Sultan.
"Mama?" Hikaru said.
"I came here to speak to the Sultan," Hikaraseru said.
"Jasmine, you have a pure heart and a strong will. If you
didn't, then what has happened to you wouldn't have been
possible."
"What do you mean?" Jasmine wanted to know.
"The amulet I gave you has some powers I didn't tell you of.
I couldn't tell you of them, because then they wouldn't work for
you. But now that its secret powers are working in you, you
should know. The magic amulet is only meant for mortals to use
when they go up against a powerful adversary. It does just what
the fighter needs it to do. Most of the time, the mortal needs
the amulet to fight. But, there are rare cases where a mortal
can absorb the amulet's power. The person must have a pure
heart, and a strong will. Now, you have powers connected to your
will. Remember to be strong, when faced with danger."
"Jasmine is very strong," Aladdin said.
"Mama," Hikaru said, "you said you came here to speak to the
Sultan..."
"Yes," Hikaraseru said. "You and the other four Princesses
will be spending the school year here. I didn't tell you before,
because I wanted to make sure you liked it here. I'm happy to
see you all get along so well with Aladdin and Jasmine."
Hikaru was excited and homesick at the same time. On the one
hand, she knew saying good-bye to Aladdin and Jasmine would be
tough. But on the other hand, she did miss her kingdom and her
family. "That would be awesome!" she finally said, because it
really would be.
"You'll go home in a couple of weeks to pack the things
you'll be needing for a year, and spend time with the people
back home," Hikaraseru said. She turned to Aladdin, Jasmine,
Genie, Iago and Abu. "There will be a festival while the girls
are home. I'm sure they would like you to be there."
"Of course we would," Kaze smiled.
"Will there be food?" Iago asked.
"No," Moeagaru said sarcastically, "in the Five Kingdoms, we
don't have any food at festivals."
Hikaru laughed. "Yes, Iago," she said, "there'll be food."

